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YOU CAN PURCHASE THE PIN AT GIFTS & GREETINGS LOCATED AT 
ORLANDO PUBLIC LIBRARY (101 E. CENTRAL BLVD.) 
OR ONLINE AT OCLS.INFO/SHOP. 
The pin retails for $10 and all proceeds support the Friends of the Orange County Library System, which underwrites the ticketing system for Local Wanderer.

BY LOCAL ARTIST SEAN WALSH 

OF SECRET SOCIETY GOODS

N ovember is a month for reflection. It’s a time when our     
         thoughts turn inward, to focus on the goodness in our 
lives. It’s a time to be with our friends and our families to 
share food and conversation. It’s a time for togetherness and 
a time to give thanks. 

For many people, it’s going to be a little hard to feel 
thankful this year, because of the many things it doesn’t 
feel safe to participate in right now. The CDC has shared its 
guidelines for the holiday season that advise us to avoid 
large gatherings, beware of travel and to keep celebrations 
short and outdoors, if possible. For many, travel simply isn’t 
an option. 

For these reasons and more, you may be feeling less festive 
and grateful than you’d like. That’s understandable. Many 
of us are reconfiguring our usual social gatherings to be 
more distant than we’d prefer, and we’ll miss that sense of 
togetherness that sharing a meal in person brings.

Just because this season isn’t what we’ve grown accustomed 
to, though, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t celebrate. In fact, I 
think that during these trying times, it’s more important than 
ever to take account of what we have to be grateful for and 
to appreciate our most precious moments for what they 
are. During a pandemic, you may need to get more creative 
about exactly how to do this. Maybe it’s time to start a new 
tradition – if I may recommend one, you could learn to sew 
or knit by taking one of our many online fiber arts classes. 
Learn to sew a potholder or crochet an adorable hedgehog, 
and send them as little gifts for family and friends. They’ll 
certainly appreciate knowing that you’re thinking of them 
from afar.

You may not be able to have a large family gathering for 
Thanksgiving, but your immediate family (or framily) can 
gather over new recipes – and you can share those recipes 
with loved ones, too. Ask everyone to prepare a similar dish 
for their holiday meal, and when you gather over Zoom, 
compare notes about the tastes and experiences these 
new recipes brought to your tables. Looking for recipe 
inspiration? I know where you might be able to find some 
good cookbooks! We also have some recipes in this flipbook, 

on page 12, which were generously shared with us 
by local chef Jocelyn Bryant of Joycelyn’s Southern 
Kitchen.

Another idea: Use your library card to curate your 
own film festival by using your library card to check 
out streaming movies via RB Digital or Kanopy. Or 
host a concert in your living room by checking out 
Qello Concerts, a massive bank of concert films and 
documentaries, featuring everything from Talking 
Heads to Shakira to Etta James. You can check out 
Qello Concerts for up to seven days with your library 
card and have unlimited access to everything in the 
collection during your checkout period. 

No, things won’t be the same as usual this Thanksgiving 
season, but that doesn’t mean we can’t do some small 
things for ourselves, our families and our friends to 
foster a sense of community, togetherness and thanks.

o m a r t . m e / w i n t e r a r t c a m pD E C E M B E R  2 1 - 2 3  A N D  2 8 - 3 0 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  J A N U A R Y  4 ,  2 0 2 1    

Full-day classes are from 9am-4pm.  Bring a 
lunch, a drink and a towel for a picnic. Please 
wear closed toe shoes and dress for mess!
Single-day registration and late pick up options 
available

SIGN UP TODAY!

ADVENTURES OF THE IMAGINATION  

Put on your imagination hat and let your mind soar! 
Go on an adventure through the OMA galleries this 
winter vacation and explore textiles, paintings, 
sculptures, and more! Let your imagination run wild 
as you design two- and three-dimensional works of 
art. Two sessions are available: one for students in 
grades 1-4 and another for students in grades 5-8.
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BOOK CLUBS WRITERS CORNER
ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Eatonville Children’s Book Club
Wednesday, November 4, 3 p.m.
Make new friends, establish regular reading 
routines, and have fun learning through 
reading, activities and games!

Southeast Book Club
Monday, November 9, 7 p.m.
Join the Southeast Book Club to discuss 
our book selection, The Dutch House by Ann 
Patchett. A tale set over the course of five 
decades traces a young man’s rise from poverty 
to wealth and back again as his prospects 
center around his family’s lavish Philadelphia 
estate.

Alafaya Book Club
Thursday, November 12, 7 p.m.
Alafaya Book Club’s November selection is Ask 
Again, Yes by Mary Beth Keane. When a violent 
event forcibly ends their romance, the son and 
daughter of two NYPD rookies reconnect years 
later and struggle to prevent the past from 
triggering another separation.

Hiawassee Book Club
Thursday, November 19, 7 p.m.
Hiawassee Book Club will discuss The Lost Book 
of Adana Moreau by Michael Zapata. Decades 
after a 1929 Dominican immigrant writer 
passes away believing her final manuscript 
was destroyed, a Chicago lawyer discovers 
the book and endeavors to learn the woman’s 
remarkable story against the backdrop of 
Hurricane Katrina.

Southwest Book Club
Tuesday, November 24, 7–8:45 p.m.
Southwest Book Club pick this month is The 
Yellow House by Sarah M. Broom. In 1961, 
Sarah M. Broom’s mother Ivory Mae bought 
a shotgun house in the then-promising 
neighborhood of New Orleans East and built 
her world inside of it. Widowed, Ivory Mae 
remarried Sarah’s father Simon Broom; their 
combined family would eventually number 12 
children. But after Simon died, six months after 
Sarah’s birth, the Yellow House would become 
Ivory Mae’s 13th and most unruly child.

Pathways to Publication
Monday, November 2, 7 p.m.
From traditional publishing to indie, there are 
many avenues to get your book in front of 
readers. Author Mari Mancusi explores the pros 
and cons of each pathway so you can decide 
which is best for you.

Write-In With NaNoWriMo
Thursdays, November 5–19, 7–9 p.m.
Mondays, November 9 & 16, 6–8 p.m.
Connect with other local writers for this 
focused writing time via Zoom. National Novel 
Writing Month, or NaNoWriMo, is an event that 
encourages authors to write 50,000 words in 
November. Learn more at nanowrimo.org. All 
writers are welcome.

Writing Goals, Mindsets and Routines
Saturday, November 7, 3 p.m.
It’s important for a writer to develop the correct 
mindset to create longevity within their career. 
Author and editor Racquel Henry will discuss 
some of the components needed for a proper 
mindset.

OCLS Writer’s Group
Sunday, November 8, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion 
and camaraderie. Writers of all genres and 
experience are welcome. Please attend one 
meeting before submitting a piece for critique.

Mastering Twitter Book Pitch Contests
Monday, November 23, 7 p.m.
Whether it’s #PitMad or #DVPit, Twitter pitch 
events can be intimidating! Brandon Goode 
will share his insight on how to craft the perfect 
pitch to get your manuscript noticed during 
these events.

TIME MANAGEMENT 
TRICKS FOR WRITERS
Monday, November 30, 7 p.m.
Learn how to find hours in your week to 
write with strategies that will help you 
streamline your schedule to get more 
done from author Kerry Evelyn.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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MELROSE CENTER
MELROSE GAME JAM
ocls.info/gamejam

Create a Third Person 
Video Game Boot Camp
Monday–Friday, November 9–13, 4 p.m.
Monday–Wednesday, November 16–18, 4 p.m.
Get ready for the Melrose Game Jam and 
learn how to create a third person video 
game from scratch using Unity.

Melrose Game Jam Info Session
Monday, November 16, 7–8:30 p.m.
Want to make a game? OCLS hosts our 
Second Annual Game Jam and everyone’s 
invited. Form your team and build a full game 
before the showcase on Saturday, November 
21. Whether you’re experienced or brand new, 
come jam!

Melrose Game Jam Showcase
Saturday, November 21, Noon
Check out presentations from each of the 
teams who participated in the Melrose Game 
Jam. We’ll open up the games for you to play 
and vote on to decide which was best!

AUDIO

Ableton Live 10 Level 1
Monday, November 9, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Discover why Ableton Live is one of the most 
popular Digital Audio Workstations in the 
planet and get started your live sets.

Ableton Live 10 Level 2
Tuesday, November 10, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Learn about Ableton Live’s editing and scene 
features which allow for a non-linear workflow 
and a flexible approach to creativity . 

Ableton Live 10 Level 3
Wednesday, November 11, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Discover and explore the unparalleled live 
performance and device-mapping features of 
Ableton Live.

Mastering Your Music Levels 1, 2 & 3
Mondays, November 16–30, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
A series dedicated to the art of audio 
mastering. Learn fundamental mastering 
concepts, terminology and techniques.

MELROSE
GAME JAM
MELROSE
GAME JAM
MELROSE
GAME JAM

DESIGN

Watercolor for Beginners
Tuesday, November 3–24, 2–3:30 p.m.
Our four-week series teaches beginners 
to apply the techniques behind the art of 
watercolors.

Adobe Illustrator – Logo Design
Tuesday, November 17, 12:30 p.m.
Build your business logo using graphic 
design theory for concepts, color 
and font choices. Learn the basics of 
designing a business logo using vector 
graphics tools.

Adobe Design Coach
Tuesday, November 17, 2 p.m.
Do you need feedback on your latest 
graphic design projects? Or assistance 
with assignments? Join this open session 
for one-on-one help with everything 
Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign.
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THANKFUL FOR FIBER ARTS

Sewing: Placemats and Matching Napkins
Friday, November 6, 10 a.m.–Noon
Get ready for the holidays with your very own placemat 
and matching napkins. Makes a great present or use to 
impress your friends and family. 

LET’S EMBROIDER A THANKFUL HOOP
Fridays, November 6–20, 4–5:30 p.m.
Create a fun embroidery project. Learn how to use a stem 
stitch, split stitch and fishbone stitch while constructing a 
Thankful Hoop.

Sewing: Soup Bowl Cozy
Saturday, November 7, 10 a.m.–Noon
Here’s an easy-to-make solution to burnt fingers and 
spilled soup. Protect hands and furniture from hot soup, 
chili and oatmeal with this easy sewing project. Great for 
yourself or as a gift.

Sewing: Potholders
Friday, November 13, 10 a.m.–Noon
Ready for your first sewing project or just want to make a 
unique potholder for your kitchen? Learn to make a simple 
and easy potholder with fabric and batting.

KEEP COZY & WARM
Fend off cooler weather with snuggly 
handmade shawls, scarves, hats and blankets. 

TECHNOLOGY
Use your fiber art skills to create a custom 
Thanksgiving holiday. From wall art to decorate 
your space to linens for the family table, there’s 
a class perfect for you.

Let’s Knit the Barley Hat
Mondays, November 2 & 16, 10 a.m.–Noon
Create a modern hat perfect for crisp fall days. Practice your 
beginning knitting skills while learning how to knit in the 
round. The Barley pattern is provided by Tin Can Knits.

SEWING: INFINITY SCARF
Tuesday, November 3, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Create a classic infinity scarf. Turn a simple rectangle of 
fabric into a stylish accessory.

Let’s Crochet: Study of Texture Shawl
Wednesdays, November 4–December 16, 10–11:30 a.m.
Keep warm and stylish with a textured shawl. Learn seven 
new stitch patterns as you crochet a shawl with shifting 
textures and a scalloped edge. 

Let’s Crochet Nine Pointed Star Blankets
Friday, November 20, 2–3:30 p.m.
Learn to create a nine pointed star blanket. This repeating 
pattern is quick to learn and makes a fast-growing blanket. 
Work in the round, making increases and decreasing to 
create star points.

NEW! 

ADOBE ACROBAT
From checking the menu of a 
local restaurant to filling out an 
application, PDF documents are 
everywhere. Whether you need to 
access or create documents, master 
PDFs with Adobe Acrobat.

Adobe Acrobat Level 1
Monday, November 16, 10 a.m.
PDF files are one of the most common file types to 
share. Learn how you can edit text and images, reorder 
pages and export PDF files with Adobe Acrobat.

Adobe Acrobat Level 2
Monday, November 16, 11:15 a.m.
Have you ever received a PDF file that needed to be 
filled in, but it didn’t include fields to enter information? 
Learn to fill out, sign and create auto forms in any PDF 
file with Adobe Acrobat.

PROGRAMMING FOR 
DIGITAL MEDIA
Make interactive digital art 
and interfaces with Processing. 
Processing is an easy-to-learn 
programming language that 
can be used to create art, user 
interfaces and video games.

Programming for Digital Media Level 1
Wednesday, November 4, 10 a.m.
Create graphics with a simple to use programming 
language. Processing is used to create data 
visualization programs, interactive media, 3D art and 
multimedia software.

Programming for Digital Media Level 2
Wednesday, November 4, 11:15 a.m.
Create interactive graphics with a simple to use 
programming language. Learn to program mouse 
interactions to add and change a shape’s size, color and 
location.

ROBLOX GAME DESIGN 
FOR KIDS AND TEENS
Create Roblox games. In this introduction 
to game design and coding learn how to 
manipulate 3D parts to create obstacles and 
racers, then use code to bring your game to life.

Roblox Game Design (Ages 7–9)
Saturday, November 7, 11–11:45 a.m.
Saturday, November 21, 10–10:45 a.m.
Wednesday, November 25, 10–10:45 a.m.

Roblox Game Design (Ages 10–12)
Friday, November 6, 3:30–4:15 p.m.
Saturday, November 28, 1–1:45 p.m.

Roblox Game Design (Ages 13–17)
Wednesday, November 25, 3–3:45 p.m.

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.



LINCOLN AND THANKSGIVING
Friday, November 13, 6:30 p.m.
Mr. Lincoln shares the story of how our national, annual 
observance of the Thanksgiving holiday came to be established 
during his Presidency. Recommended for adults and children 
ages 6 and up.
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LIBRARY EVENTS
ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

ART & DISPLAY

Documentary Screening 
of Robbery of the Heart
Sunday, November 1, 3–4:30 p.m.
Robbery of the Heart follows a Connecticut man, Harry 
Weichsel as he returns to his home town of Wetter, 
Germany to mark the 70th anniversary of Kristallnacht.

Living Green: Beeswax Wrap
Monday, November 2, 11 a.m.
What’s the buzz about beeswax wraps? Ditch plastic 
wraps and explore an easy method for creating 
beeswax wraps for yourself or to give as a gift.

Shakespeare LIVE!
Mondays, November 2 & 9, 6:30 p.m.
Experience the witty fun of William Shakespeare’s 
Much Ado About Nothing. Read and perform excerpts 
from Shakespeare’s masterpiece. Recommended for 
teens and adults.

Pencil Drawing Workshop
Saturday, November 7, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Learn step-by-step how to draw a still life featuring a 
vase and autumn fruit using pencil and paper. Taught 
by professional artist, Xiomara Aleksic. Recommended 
for adults.

Beginner’s Chinese Calligraphy
Saturday, November 7, 11 a.m.
Join artist Jojo Liu as she teaches the art of traditional 
Chinese calligraphy, including how to hold a brush, 
write basic strokes and write standing.

Introduction to 
Foundation Center Resources
Monday, November 9, 3:30–5 p.m.
Looking for funding? Get information on using 
this comprehensive directory to win grants and 
make a difference.

Stress Buster Art: Nature Mandalas
Tuesday, November 10, 11 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Relax and refresh! Learn about Andy 
Goldsworthy, a naturalist artist. Take a walk 
outdoors to hunt for natural materials to 
create your own nature mandala design. 
Recommended for adults.

Ask A Lawyer
Tuesday, November 10, 6 p.m.
Orange County Bar Association provides an 
open forum for individuals to speak with 
a panel of attorneys to get guidance on 
consumer law, small claims and employment.

DIY Decorative Upcycled Jars
Wednesday, November 11, 4 p.m.
Save those empty jars to create cute decorative 
accent pieces for the holidays using school glue 
and other craft items.

Dungeons & Dragons 
Adventurers League
Thursday, November 12, 6–8 p.m.
Have you been wanting to play D&D but don’t 
know how or where to join? On the second 
Thursday of each month you can learn, play 
and teach the greatest game on earth.

Tea & Conversation
Saturday, November 14, 2:30 p.m.
This monthly social is designed to bring adults 
together. Share your stories and have a cup 
of tea. It is a celebration of everyday life and 
celebrating the moment.

Creating Thank You Notes
Sunday, November 15, 2 p.m.
Give thanks with a heartfelt note. Learn how 
to create simple envelopes and note cards. 
Join Lynda Chandler as she shares creative 
tips and techniques for lettering on cards and 
envelopes.

Let’s Talk
Tuesday, November 17, 7–8:30 p.m.
Like a book club, but for podcasts. Discuss our 
themed podcast listening list for the month. 
Recommended for adults.

South Creek Social Crafters Meetup
Wednesday, November 18, 11 a.m.
Join us for a virtual meetup and explore your 
creativity. Whatever your hobby, let’s get 
together and craft while meeting new people. 
Recommended for adults.

Art 101 – Ink Wash Painting
Wednesday, November 18, 6:30–7:45 p.m.
Learn about the East Asian brush painting 
style known as ink wash painting and try 
your hand at making your own piece of art. 
Recommended for ages 15 and up.

Craft and Chat
Saturday, November 21, 10:30 a.m.–11:45 a.m.
Enjoy a chat and meet new people while you 
work on your craft of choice or be inspired to 
learn a new one. Recommended for adults.

Qigong Holiday Destress
Monday, November 23, 10:30 a.m.
Jasmine Win practices Qigong to help us 
decompress this holiday season. Qigong is a 
crucial tool in Chinese medicine which involves 
movement, breathing and meditation.

ONE MINUTE 
FILM FESTIVAL
Saturday, November 21, 2:45–4:45 p.m.
Life Screenings takes a look at what happens 
when a film festival and library mashup. The 
purpose is to create a library beyond a library 
and a film festival beyond a festival.

DIABETES EDUCATION
Monday, November 9, 11 a.m.
November is National Diabetes Month. Learn 
about Type 1, Type 2 and A1C diabetes. Explore 
steps that will help you control glucose levels 
and maintain your quality of life.

OCLS X STORYCORPS
North Orange Branch
On Display Through December
In 2018, Orange County Library System 
customers and staff had their library 
memories recorded by StoryCorps. We 
commissioned local sketch artist Thomas 
Thorspecken to chronicle the event in 
his unique style. In this touring exhibit, 
you can view his art and listen to the 
corresponding story.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

INGREDIENTS:

1 cup shredded turkey wings

1 pan homemade hot water cornbread  
   (use your favorite recipe)

1–2 cups chicken broth

1 pack fresh sage (about a handful),  
   finely chopped

1 stick butter, melted

1 cup red, green and yellow bell peppers, diced

1 small yellow onion, diced

1 egg 

Chef Joycelyn founded Joycelyn‘s 
Southern Kitchen in 2013 while still 
enrolled at the University of Central 
Florida pursing a degree in Biomedical 
Sciences. What started as a soul food 
delivery service shortly blossomed 
into a fully operational catering and 
chef services company. In addition 
to mastering traditional classics, 
American fine dining and fusion 
cuisine, she has become a plant-
based advocate and expert via her 
personal journey with food.  She uses 
her understanding of food, human 
physiology and social factors to 
provide a uniquely fresh perspective 
on food education. Her governing 
tenets as it pertains to food education 
are non-judgement, flexibility, balance 
and guilt-free indulgence. She recently 
founded SpinJoy!, a plant-based food 
products company that assists people 
who are transitioning to more plant-
based eating habits.

CHEF JOYCELYN BRYANT, A 
FREQUENT OCLS PRESENTER, 
SHARES HER RECIPES FOR TWO 
THANKSGIVING FAVORITES. 

INGREDIENTS:

3–4 large sweet potatoes

1/2 cup milk

2 sticks of butter

2 cups sugar

1/2 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup flour

1 cup chopped pecans

Cinnamon and nutmeg to taste

1 cup cashews, soaked (optional)

1/4 cup maple syrup (optional) 

DIRECTIONS:

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

2. Cut sweet potatoes in half then bake 
face down for about 30 minutes or 
until soft.

3. Remove skins and transfer to a large 
mixing bowl. Mash with a fork.

4. While still warm, add 1 stick of butter, 
1 cup of sugar, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 
milk, cinnamon and nutmeg. Blend 
with a hand mixer. The texture 
should be creamy but still thick. 
Check for sweetness and add more 
brown sugar if necessary. Spread 
filling into large glass casserole dish.

5. Bake for about 25 minutes.

6. In a separate bowl, mix pecans, 1 
stick of melted butter and 1 cup 
sugar. Add in flour and mix with 
a fork until the mixture becomes 
crumbly. Spread topping evenly over 
filling

7. Bake for an additional 10 min until 
the crumble becomes golden brown

DIRECTIONS FOR OPTIONAL INGREDIENTS:

While baking, blend cashews with  
1/2–1 cup of water and maple syrup (or 
other sweetener of choice) in a food 
processor or high-powered blender until 
creamy and just pourable. Drizzle over 
the top of casserole. 

DIRECTIONS:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

2. Crumble cornbread by hand and toss in 
turkey, sage, onion and bell peppers.

3. Pour in butter and mix.

4. Slowly add chicken broth until saturated

5. Beat egg then fold into mixture.

6. Spread into a large foil pan, then bake 
about 45–60 minutes until firm to your 
liking but still moist. 
 
 

Cooking with an Air Fryer
Wednesday, November 11, 6 p.m.
Watch live as Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and 
founder of Breaking Bread with Mira and certified 
holistic life coach, shows you how to make a 
delicious meal using an air fryer.

Healthy and Satisfying Soups
Saturday, November 14, 4 p.m.
It’s soup season! Chef Joycelyn Bryant will 
demonstrate how to make soups that will warm 
you, fill you up and nourish your body.

CUISINE CORNER



by Mike Donohue, 
Community Outreach Coordinator

On November 22 1949, Orlando Public Library, in 
         partnership with Sorosis Club of Orlando, 
unveiled Orange County’s first mobile library: A 
$6,000 Studebaker bus uniquely equipped to deliver 
library services to the outlying areas of Orange 
County. At the time, there were only three library 
locations within the county, and they were mostly 
centralized to the Downtown Orlando area. With the 
Bookmobile, the library brought materials lending to 
even the most remote of areas:  “Farm workers, citrus 
growers, villagers, cross-road store customers, [and] 
lonely farmettes will have a new interest,” touted a 
press release for the newly commissioned vehicle. 
 
In addition to a unique lending collection, the library 
bookmobile offered a diverse range of events for 
residents including language classes, storytimes, 
picnics, square dances and bridge parties. 
 
The bookmobile program eventually expanded 
service into Osceola County in 1969, providing 
lending access to prisons and retirement 
communities within Kissimmee and Intercession 
City. By then, the prevalence of library branches 
within Orange County had made the Bookmobile 
less of a necessity. Eventually, the bookmobile 
program gave way to the library’s Home Delivery 
service, which continues to operate today. 
 
Thankfully, much of the history of the Bookmobile 
service has been preserved on Orlando Memory. 
Here, you can browse historic images of the two 
library bookmobiles and the devoted library staff 
who made the service possible.
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To say that 2020 has been an unprecedented year would be an understatement. With so 
much of our daily routine still on hold, we hope this issue of Books & Beyond �nds you well. 
As with many community businesses and organizations, COVID-19 has created unplanned 
strain on our �nancial position. Our libraries are open for essential services, but all of our 
programs are now being hosted virtually, via Zoom or social media. The Friends of the 
Library bookstore, which is our main source of income, remains closed and our annual 
booksales have been postponed for your safety.

As someone who values the library system, if you are able, we hope you will consider a  
end-of-year tax-deductible gift to support the Orange County Library System.

Your charitable gift will make a positive di�erence.  Your generosity will help us continue 
to support these vital initiatives:

·     HELPING CHILDREN LEARN. 
  By promoting a love of reading at an early age, the library is helping to create a   
  brighter future for Orange County children.

·      MAKING TECHNOLOGY ACCESSIBLE. 
      Public access computers at all library locations make it possible for all library card   
  holders to use the Internet.

·      HELPING PEOPLE FIND EMPLOYMENT. 
      Job seekers can search and apply for jobs on the computer, and take classes to   
  improve their computer skills.

·      IMPROVING COMMUNICATION. 
      Our language learning programs and resources help people to improve their   
  English speaking skills or learn a second language.

MAKE A MONETARY DONATION

YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE AT OCLS.INFO/GIVE
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LANGUAGE LEARNING
ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Writing Clearly Intermediate
Mondays, November 2–30, Noon
This is a grammar and writing course 
that focuses on grammar complex ideas, 
including sentence structures, phrases and 
vocabulary building.

Speaking Clearly Beginners
Monday, November 2–30, 1:30 p.m.
A pronunciation class designed to introduce 
learners to the basics of the sounds of English 
for pronunciation.

English from Zero
Mondays, November 2–30, 3 p.m.
Wednesdays, November 4–25, 10:30 a.m.
Fridays, November 6–20, 10:30 a.m.
Learn and talk about new basic English 
vocabulary associated with different topics.

English for Social Interactions
Mondays, November 2–23, 7 p.m.
Learn different English idioms and phrases that 
are used to communicate on a daily basis.

Reading Clearly for Beginners
Tuesdays, November 3–24, 10:30 a.m.
Explore English grammar and vocabulary for 
comprehension and vocabulary development.

Writing Clearly for Beginners
Tuesdays, November 3–24, Noon
Thursdays, November 5–19, Noon
A virtual meeting using Zoom where we will 
review different grammar points in English and 
basic sentence writing.

English for the Workplace
Tuesdays, November 3–24, 1:30 p.m.
Learn common phrases, vocabulary and 
interactions in the workplace.

Conversation Hour
Tuesdays, November 3–24, 3:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, November 4–25, 2:30 p.m.
Thursdays, November 5–19, 4 p.m.
Fridays, November 6–20, 3 p.m.
Practice your English speaking skills with us on 
a virtual Conversation Hour. Each session will 
have specific topics for discussion.

Reading Clearly Intermediate
Wednesdays, November 4–25, 12:30–2 p.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading strategies 
and complex English vocabulary.

Writing Clearly Advanced
Fridays, November 6–20, Noon
This grammar and writing course for advanced 
learners focuses on grammar complex ideas, 
including sentence structures, phrases and 
vocabulary building.

Speaking Clearly Intermediate
Fridays, November 6–20, 1:30 p.m.
A pronunciation class for intermediate speakers 
designed to introduce learners to the rules of 
spelling and pronunciation of English words 
and phrases.

Basic Spanish
Tuesdays, November 3–24, 
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
This vocabulary workshop is an 
introduction for individuals who speak 
little to no Spanish.

Spanish from Zero: 
Basics with Ms. Brenda
Tuesdays, November 3–17, 4 p.m.
This class is designed to introduce 
learners to the basics sounds of Spanish: 
pronunciation, alphabet, sounds, 
syllables, vocabulary and reading.

Practica Spanish Conversation
Wednesdays, November 4–18, 4 p.m.
Practica tu español! Develop your 
Spanish language skills through 
conversation. Recommended for adults.

Spanish from Zero: 
Intermediate with Brenda
Thursdays, November 5–19, 4 p.m.
This class is designed to introduce 
learners to Spanish grammar by focusing 
on the parts of speech, the organization 
of sentences, vocabulary building, 
sentence structures, phrases, words 
stress, sentence intonation and listening 
comprehension.

ESOL

SPANISH CLASSES
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Their Voices Mattered
Wednesday, November 4, 6:30 p.m.
Genealogy for African Americans can 
be complex and cryptic. Get started 
on your family’s research and discuss 
how African American family history 
information was shared.

Finding the Biological 
Family of Pansy
Thursday, November 12, Noon
See how DNA and the paper trail can 
intersect to help discover the biological 
parents of an African American woman 
adopted in Pennsylvania in the 1920s.

GENEALOGY
Family Tree Guide to 
DNA Testing Study Group
Thursday, November 5, Noon
Join us for our genetic genealogy study group 
and learn how DNA test results can help to 
confirm, extend and deepen your genealogical 
research.

Advanced Searching on Ancestry
Wednesday, November 11, 6:30 p.m.
Learn how to get more out of your searches on 
Ancestry Library Edition and Ancestry.com.

Sunday Morning Genealogy
Sunday, November 15, 11 a.m.
Grab a cup of coffee (or tea) and join us for 
this Sunday Morning Genealogy hangout. Feel 
free to ask any type of genealogy question or 
propose a genealogy discussion topic.

Genealogy Research Question Workshop
Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 p.m.
Sharpen your genealogy skills and learn about 
resources by sharing your research questions.

Using City Directories in 
Genealogy Research
Thursday, November 19, Noon
Learn how historical city directories can 
supplement your family’s genealogical 
research.

FINDING YOUR ROOTS

Probate Records
Tuesday, November 3, 1 p.m.
Learn what these records are, where they are 
located, and how to best utilize them in your 
family history research.

Immigration Records
Tuesday, November 10, 1 p.m.
Immigration records are an incredibly rich source 
of information for the family historian. Learn more 
about your family’s history by using passenger lists 
and naturalization records.

Church & Cemetery Records
Tuesday, November 17, 1 p.m.
Discover what type of information is contained in 
these records, how to access them and how they 
can help enhance your family history research.

Admission to the History Center is available through our 
Local Wanderer program, in addition to other cultural 
offerings. Visit ocls.info/localwanderer for more information.

Yesterday, This Was Home, 
on display at Orange 
County Regional History 
Center through February 
14, is a landmark exhibition 
recognizing the 1920 Ocoee 
Massacre. The event remains 
the largest incident of voting-
day violence in United 
States history. The following 
virtual events are being held 
in conjunction with the 
exhibition. 

MILITARY RECORDS
Tuesday, November 24, 1 p.m.
Military records have been 
created throughout our 
history regardless of whether 
or not there was a war being 
waged. Learn how these 
records can help you to 
uncover information on 
your ancestors.

T his photo of Cory Osceola comes  
         from a postcard sold at the Musa 
Isle Indian Village in Miami around 1929. 
Musa Isle was the first Seminole tourist 
camp, founded in 1907. At this time, the 
Seminole people were struggling to make 
ends meet in a natural environment that 
was constantly changing due to industrial 
expansion. These camps became a way 
for many Seminoles to earn revenue from 
tourists eager to see how they lived. 
 
Born in 1893, Cory Osceola was a great-
grandson of the Seminole War hero 
Osceola, who died in 1838. In 1922, Cory’s 
left arm was amputated at the shoulder 
after a train accident in Fort Lauderdale. 
He later became the head of the Musa 
Isle camp before starting his own tourist 
camp and souvenir shop, called Osceola’s 
Indian Village, along the Tamiami Trail. He 
was considered the first American Indian 
to purchase land in Collier County. As if 
his life wasn’t already legendary, he and 
his family also appeared in several films, 
including Winds Across the Everglades in 
1958. 

Although the term “chief” isn’t often used 
in Seminole culture, Cory Osceola was an 
important leader and used the title when 
identifying himself in the white world. He 
frequently met and corresponded with 
presidents and governors concerning 
land negotiations and other legal battles, 
and newspaper reports from the time 
chronicle his long history of activism on 
behalf of the tribe. In 1931, he halted 
President Herbert Hoover’s attempt to 
appoint a Seminole from Oklahoma as 
chief of the Florida Seminoles for a day in 
an effort to sign away tribal land. 
 
Cory Osceola spent his life bridging the 
gap between the Seminole people and 
their white neighbors. Though his activism 
took place outside Central Florida, his 
life gives us a fuller understanding of the 
continuing Seminole story and helps us 
put our own area’s past into a broader 
context. Following his death in 1978, his 
son began an annual event in his father’s 
honor, American Indian Days, in Naples 
to increase awareness about American 
Indians. This powerful photo from [the 

History Center’s] collection is one of the 
many marks left behind by this important 
figure in Florida history.  
 
Originally printed in the Fall 2019 
edition of Reflections, the magazine of 
the Historical Society of Central Florida. 
Reprinted here with permission.

By Whitney Broadaway, 
Collections Manager and Photo Archivist, 

Orange County Regional History Center

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
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NEXT CHAPTER

Career Academy – Perfecting Your Resume
Tuesdays, November 3 & 17, 1:30 p.m.
Get noticed! Elevate your job application with best practices 
in crafting a resume and cover letter.

Career Academy – Interview Like a Pro
Tuesday, November 10, 1:30 p.m.
You’ve landed an interview! Now what? Get tips that will help 
you to practice and prepare, and to write a memorable thank 
you letter.

Search and Apply for Jobs
Thursday, November 5, 2 p.m.
Friday, November 20, 10 a.m.
Become familiar with popular job search websites and 
common questions asked on job applications. Learn how to 
use various internet resources to search and apply for jobs

Resume Writing
Thursday, November 5, 3:15 p.m.
Friday, November 20, 11:15 a.m.
Bring your resume to the top of the pile. Learn how to plan, 
create and format a professional-looking resume using built-
in templates in Microsoft Word.

JOBSEEKERS
For more jobseeker classes, visit ocls.info/jobseekers.MEDICARE

Wednesday, November 18, 10:30 a.m.
Don’t be intimidated by Medicare. Have your questions 
answered by an experienced resource.

Holiday Scams and Online Safety for Seniors
Thursday, November 19, 12:10 p.m.
Learn how to identify online scams and keep yourself safe using 
the national Cybercrime Support Network. This seminar is part 
of the monthly LIFE Information for Elders series.

CITIZENSHIP INSPIRED
Citizenship Inspired
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, November 3–11, 3–5 p.m.
Thursdays, November 5–19, 3–4:30 p.m.
Saturdays, November 7–21, 10 a.m.–Noon
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, November 17–25, 3–5 p.m.
During this four-class program, students will meet via Zoom to prepare 
for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and Interview.

BLAZE PIZZA UCF 
WILL DONATE 20% 

of proceeds from your meal to 

In-Restaurant
PROMO CODE: 1071A

Blaze Pizza App, Blazepizza.com

Show ad on your phone before paying.

NOVEMBER 30

BE A FRIEND
THE FRIENDS OF THE ORANGE 
COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
WAS ORGANIZED IN 1949 AS 
A GROUP OF CITIZENS WHO WANTED TO 
SUPPORT OUR LIBRARIES. THE FRIENDS RAISE 
FUNDS FOR THE ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY 
SYSTEM AND EDUCATE PEOPLE ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANT ROLE LIBRARIES PLAY IN 
ENRICHING THE COMMUNITY.

LO V E  YO U R  L I B R A R Y ?  J O I N  T H E  
F R I E N D S  A N D  H E L P  T H E M  M A K E  O U R  
L I B R A R I E S  T H E  B E S T  T H E Y  C A N  B E !

OCLSFRIENDS.INFO| 407.835.7323
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Pajama Party
Monday, November 2, 7 p.m.
Put on your pajamas and join us virtually for 
stories, songs and a craft.

Great Gobble Games
Tuesday, November 3, 5 p.m.
Compete in the Great Gobble Games with 
your family. Be prepared to move, think and 
laugh your way through four rounds of events. 
Create a team name for your family before the 
program.

Dragonology
Wednesday, November 4, 5 p.m.
Do you believe in dragons? If you are a true 
believer, you don’t want to miss this exciting 
adventure to discover the truth about these 
legendary creatures.

All Kinds of Beliefs
Thursday, November 5, 10 a.m.
People have all kinds of beliefs. They may be 
Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims, 
Sikhs, another religion or no religion at all. 
What are your beliefs?

The War of the Worlds: 82 Years Later
Thursday, November 5, 5 p.m.
In 1938, Orson Welles’ radio broadcast of The 
War of the Worlds panicked the nation and 
created a lasting effect on radio. Learn more 
and listen to some of the broadcast.

Bluey Family Fun!
Saturday, November 7, 10 a.m.
Mom! Dad! Bingo! Bluey! And all our friends are 
invited to join us for stories, crafts and songs 
inspired by Bluey.

All Kinds of Families
Thursday, November 12, 10 a.m.
Families can be big or small and can change 
over time. Some live together and others live 
apart. In every family there are people who 
love each other. Who’s in your family?

ArtMazing
Saturday, November 14, 4 p.m.
Unleash your inner artist and discover your 
creative side in this all-ages art exploration. 
Inspiration is a must.
 

Parade Balloon Engineering
Monday, November 16, 5 p.m.
Combine science, creativity and imagination 
to make your own balloon worthy of flying in 
the famous Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
Recommended for families with children ages 
6–17.

All Kinds of Bodies
Thursday, November 19, 10 a.m.
People come in different shapes, colors and 
sizes, and every body is unique. They change 
as we get older. Different bodies are good at 
different things. What can yours do?

Zoom Family Game Night
Monday, November 23, 5 p.m.
Gather the family for some online fun! We’ll be 
playing games that the whole family is sure to 
enjoy.

What Can You Do with a Potato?
Wednesday, November 25, 5 p.m.
Turn your food prep into fun with spud facts 
and a challenge.

FAMILY

CELEBRATE VETERAN’S DAY WITH A VETERAN
Saturday, November 7, 2 p.m.
Spend time with a local veteran and learn about their time 
serving our country. Join in bootcamp-style exercises and learn 
how to send cards of thanks to our local heroes.

NATIVE AMERICAN MUSIC
Tuesday, November 10, 4 p.m.
Celebrate Native American Heritage 
Month with music by the Redhawk Native 
American Arts Council! Learn about the 
instruments that indigenous people 
used and still use today for ceremony 
and celebration.

MODERN PARENTING
Caregiver Connect – Stay and Play
Wednesdays, November 4, 18 & 25, 10:30 a.m.
Connect with other caregivers to meet and mingle. 
Encourage your little one to say hello to new and old friends 
as we explore creativity through songs and an activity. 

Family Zumba
Saturday, November 14, 11 a.m.
Get your family moving with this energizing workout class! 
Learn basic Zumba moves to help you dance your way to 
fitness. Zumba uses dance aerobics to create a fun workout.

EVERY CHILD READY TO READ 
CAREGIVER WORKSHOP
Saturday, November 14, 2 p.m.
Learn about the five early literacy practices as well as tips, 
tricks and resources to help your child strengthen important 
early literacy skills. Recommended for adults with children 
ages 0–5.

NAMI Ending the Silence for Families
Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about warning signs, facts and statistics, and how to 
talk with your children about mental health, presented by 
the National Association for Mental Illness.

Fundamentals of Singing
Friday, November 20, 11 a.m.
Learn the basics of singing through vocal exercises and 
familiar songs. Discover the foundation of good singing by 
working through such concepts as breath support, pitch 
matching and diction.

BULLYING/CYBERBULLYING
Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 p.m.
Learn the definition, characteristics and types of 
bullying. Identify the impacts of bullying and learn 
how to prevent it. Receive information and resources 
for victims of bullying.
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PRESCHOOL

Storybook Fun
Sundays, November 1–29, 1 p.m.
Fridays, November 13–27, 10 a.m.
Saturday, November 14, 3 p.m.
Saturday, November 28, 10 a.m.
The use of picture books, songs 
and told stories will encourage 
your child to read, talk, sing, write 
and play.

Toddler Time
Sunday, November 1–29, 2 p.m.
Monday, November 2, 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, November 3, 10 a.m.
Thursday, November 5, 3 p.m.
Mondays, November 9 & 30, 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday, November 10, 11 a.m.
Friday, November 13, 2 p.m.
Monday, November 16, 2 p.m.
Friday, November 27, 11 a.m.
Saturday, November 28, 11 a.m.
The use of picture books, finger 
plays, songs and flannel board 
stories will encourage the 
development of verbal and 
listening skills for this active age 
group.

Being Thankful
Monday, November 2, 10:30 a.m.
Learn about Thanksgiving and 
being thankful through stories, 
songs and rhymes.

Tasty Tales
Monday, November 2, 2 p.m.
Gobble up a smorgasbord of 
scrumptious stories, activities and 
a craft.

Zero To Five Storytime
Monday, November 2, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 3, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, November 4, 6 p.m.
Friday, November 6, 4 p.m.
Saturday, November 7, 3 p.m.
Tuesday, November 10, 3 p.m.
Wednesday, November 11, 5 p.m.
Thursday, November 12, 3 p.m.
Saturdays, November 14 & 21, 10 a.m.
Friday, November 20, 3 p.m.
Saturday, November 21, 2 p.m.
Monday, November 23, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, November 25, 10:30 a.m.
From the rhythm and repetition 
of nursery rhymes to the use of 
picture books, songs and flannel 
board stories, your child will be 
encouraged to develop early 
literacy skills.

Buckaroo Storytime & Craft
Tuesday, November 3, 11 a.m.
A rootin’ tootin’ great storytime 
filled with country western fun and 
a craft.

Counting at the Pond
Wednesday, November 4, 11 a.m.
Count and quack your way to 
becoming a good reader and 
develop necessary skills to succeed 
in kindergarten.

Peppa Party!
Wednesday, November 4, Noon
We’re having a Peppa Pig party! 
Join us for Peppa Pig themed 
stories, songs, activities, of course, 
jumping in muddy puddles!

Cheers for Corn!
Wednesday, November 4, 2 p.m.
Maize is amazing! Enjoy a fall 
harvest themed storytime and 
craft that are sure to be corn-y. 
Recommended for toddlers and 
preschoolers.

Growing Up WILD:  
In a Grasshopper’s World
Thursday, November 5, 11 a.m.
Learn all about grasshoppers, 
their anatomy and where they 
live. Presented as a part of the 
Association of Fish & Wildlife 
Agencies Project WILD.

Kitchen Jam Band
Friday, November 6, 10 a.m.
Gather those pots and pans and 
get ready to make some noise! 
We will learn about rhythm, read 
a story and make a musical craft. 
Recommended for toddlers and 
preschoolers.

Cuentame un Cuento
Friday, November 6, 11 a.m.
The library provides a virtual 
storytime in English and Spanish 
suitable for preschoolers. The 
whole family is welcome.

Lots of Leaves Storytime & Craft
Monday, November 9, 11 a.m.
Leaves are falling! Join us for fall 
stories and a craft.

I’m Not Scared
Monday, November 9, 3:30 p.m.
Owl is absolutely, positively 
not scared of the dark, and you 
shouldn’t be either! A fun time 
filled with fearless stories, activities 
and crafts.

While You Sleep
Tuesday, November 10, 10 a.m.
Night frogs sings, owls hoot and 
trains rumble. Discover what 
happens at night while you sleep.

Sesame Street Storytime
Wednesday, November 11, 10 a.m.
Can you tell me how to get, how 
to get to Sesame Street? Let’s make 
it a sunny day with a storytime 
and craft celebrating our favorite 
friends. Recommended for toddler 
and preschoolers.

Homeschool Junior: Hello 
Neighbor – Fireman
Wednesday, November 11, 11 a.m.
Kick start your little one’s education 
with Homeschool Junior. Join us 
for a storytime and activities all 
about basic concepts.

Growing Up WILD: 
Wiggling Worms
Thursday, November 12, 11 a.m.
Can you wiggle like a worm? Learn 
all about earthworms and where 
they live. Presented as a part of 
the Association of Fish & Wildlife 
Agencies Project WILD.

Little Chef: Teddy Bear Toast
Saturday, November 14, 11 a.m.
Learn how to make teddy bear 
toast for a healthy breakfast 
or snack. Adult participation is 
required.

Gobble It Up
Monday, November 16, 10:30 a.m.
Gobble-gobble, wibble-wobble, 
let the feast begin. Preschoolers, 
trot into the library to gobble up 
some turkey stories, have fun with 
turkey activities and more.

Kangaroo Tales
Monday, November 16, 11 a.m.
Join us in the land down under to 
learn about Kangaroos! We’ll sing 
songs, share stories and share fun 
facts about the Roo.

A Whole New World
Tuesday, November 17, 11 a.m.
Rub your genie lamp, make a wish 
and explore a whole new world at 
our Aladdin themed storytime. 
Enjoy stories, songs and crafts.

Play with Your Food
Thursday, November 19, 11 a.m.
Who says you can’t play with your 
food? Strengthen important early 
literacy skills through food-themed 
stories, activities and a craft.

Gobble, Gobble, Wibble, Wobble
Thursday, November 19, 3 p.m.
Let the festivities begin! Join us as 
we gobble up stories and have fun 
with turkey activities and crafts.

Down on the Farm
Friday, November 20, 10 a.m.
Explore the animals that live and 
crops that grow down on the 
farm with storytime and a craft. 
Recommended for toddlers and 
preschoolers.

Little Chef: 
Chocolate Apple Turkeys
Tuesday, November 24, 3 p.m.
Create your very own turkey out 
of delicious treats! Learn about 
kitchen safety, spreading, smearing 
and presentation.

Homeschool Junior: 
Hello Neighbor – Police Officer
Wednesday, November 25, 11 a.m.
Kick start your little one’s education 
with Homeschool Junior. Join us 
for a storytime and activities all 
about basic concepts.

Paddington Bear Party
Monday, November 30, 11 a.m.
Paddington Bear has been 
warming hearts since the 1950s.  
Enjoy Paddington Bear stories and 
inspired crafts.

THANKFUL HANDS
Thursday, November 12, 2 p.m.
Celebrate the fall season with activities, 
and get creative while crafting to share 
your gratitude. Recommended for 
toddlers and preschoolers.

BABY TODDLER
Tiny Tales
Sundays, November 1–29, 3 p.m.
Mondays, November 2–30, 3 p.m.
Thursday, November 5, Noon
Fridays, November 6 & 27, Noon
Saturdays, November 7 & 28, Noon
Tuesdays, November 10 & 24, Noon
Wednesday, November 25, 1 p.m.
The rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes are 
used to introduce very young children to literature. 
Hold your child in your lap and enjoy this special 
time together.

Mama Gansa
Mondays, November 2–30, 10 a.m.
A Spanish immersion Mother Goose on the Loose 
with interactive songs, rhymes and activities to 
grow your baby’s early literacy and Spanish skills.

Baby’s First Galaxy Art
Tuesday, November 3, 3 p.m.
Dress for a mess! Your baby will use edible paint to 
create their first interstellar masterpiece.

Baby Bash
Friday, November 13, 11 a.m.
Sing, play and work on developing your baby’s 
motor skills during this fun storytime.

MOTHER GOOSE 
ON THE LOOSE
Wednesdays, November 4–18, 10:30 a.m.
Using rhymes, songs, puppets, musical 
instruments and more, we will be 
interacting together to help develop 
important pre-literacy skills in our 
littlest ones.

Stories & Stretches
Saturdays, November 7 & 21, 11 a.m.
Calling all little yogis and 
wiggleworms! Join us for a special 
movement storytime focusing on 
motor development that is filled with 
stories, songs and fun. Recommended 
for toddlers and preschoolers.

Guitar Sing-A-Long
Monday, November 23, 10:30 a.m.
Join us for this virtual sing-a-long 
to fun, familiar songs along with 
live guitar for you and your toddler. 
Recommended for babies and 
toddlers.

Sleepy Bear
Tuesday, November 24, 10 a.m.
Let’s have a fun-filled time learning 
about bear and his hibernating friends. 
Interact and explore animal patterns as 
we snuggle into dreamland.

Fun with Food Storytime & Craft
Tuesday, November 24, 11 a.m.
Have fun with food stories and a food 
friendly craft.

Artsy Toddler
Wednesday, November 25, Noon
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create. 
Young children will enjoy stories, 
songs and exploring age-appropriate 
art experiences.

AUTUMN APPLES
Friday, November 6, 3 p.m.
An apple a day may keep the doctor away, 
but apple-themed crafts and activities are just 
plain fun. Come celebrate the season of fall 
with everything apple.



HOMESCHOOL: 
HOW TO GET STARTED
Thursday, November 12, 11 a.m.
No matter the age of your child, or how long you 
have been interested in home education, this event 
will provide you with valuable information to help 
guide your first steps. Receive practical advice from 
a local professional and longtime home educator 
on a variety of topics, such as how to structure a 
day of at-home learning, the difference between 
registering with the county vs. registering with an 
umbrella school, and what to consider when making 
curriculum choices. This event will conclude with a 
Q&A session. Recommended for adults.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Project WILD – Fabled Fauna
Monday, November 2, 1 p.m.
Read and watch stories about real and imaginary 
animals and explain how different representations 
can influence people’s feelings about animals. 
Recommended for upper elementary.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Project WILD – My Kingdom for a Shelter
Monday, November 9, 1 p.m.
Hunker down to learn about animal shelters and how 
it contributes to their survival. Recommended for 
upper elementary and tweens.

Wild Earth
Wednesday, November 11, 2 p.m.
Engage in experiments that test our natural 
world. Learn about animals, conservation and the 
sciences about the Earth. Recommended for upper 
elementary and tweens.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Project WILD – Lights Out!
Monday, November 16, 1 p.m.
Learn about light pollution and the effects it has on 
wildlife.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Project WILD – Good Buddies
Monday, November 23, 1 p.m.
Grab your best bud and learn about how different 
animal species work with (and sometimes against) 
each other in an ecosystem!

K–12 LEARNING AT HOME  
& HOMESCHOOL

CLUB

Mondays & Wednesdays, November 9–December 9, 5–6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays & Thursdays, November 10–December 10, 5–6:30 p.m.
Ready to become an entrepreneur? Join the BizKids Club! An instructor-
led virtual program that introduces students ages 9–14 to the world 
of business and entrepreneurship. Engage in fun interactive activities 
to create a business plan, design marketing materials and pitch your 
business idea!

SUPER SCIENCE – 
FLUID DYNAMICS
Wednesday, November 25, 2 p.m.
Each month we will conduct awesome 
experiments, learning all about chemistry, 
physics and more. Recommended for 
upper elementary and tweens.
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CHILDREN’S

Homeschool: Spanish
Tuesdays, November 3 & 17, 2 p.m.
Develop your Spanish skills with us. 
Recommended for homeschoolers ages 6–17.

Prime Time Family Reading Time
Tuesdays, November 3 & 10, 6–7:15 p.m.
A six-week reading and discussion program 
that inspires thought and conversation 
between children ages 5–12 and families. 
Recipes, books and activity kits will be provided. 
Funded by Florida Humanities.

Art History for kids
Wednesday, November 4, 3 p.m.
In this series we will explore artists and their 
styles. We will also create our own masterpieces 
inspired by their work. Recommended for lower 
and upper elementary and tweens.

Homeschool: Who Was?
Thursday, November 5, 1 p.m.
Who Was? is a series of kid-friendly biographies 
written in detailed accounts of a famous 
person’s life. Join us as we learn the amazing 
stories of these trailblazers with fun activities 
and a craft.

Cuisine Corner Junior: Fall Flavors!
Thursday, November 5, 4 p.m.
Learn how to make fall-themed snacks for the 
season! Enjoy sweet and savory pumpkin treats. 
Recommended for upper elementary, tweens 
and teens.

DIY Fall Wreath
Monday, November 9, 4:30 p.m.
Feel inspired to add to your fall decor? Tune in 
to learn how to make your own wreath using 
basic materials. Recommended for lower and 
upper elementary and tweens.

Homeschool: Science Fun
Tuesdays, November 10 & 24, 2 p.m.
Explore new science topics with hands-on fun. 
Recommended for homeschoolers ages 6–17.

Wild Earth
Wednesday, November 11, 2 p.m.
Engage in experiments that test our natural 
world. Learn about animals, conservation and 
the sciences about the Earth. Recommended 
for upper elementary and tweens.

Stories and Science
Wednesday, November 11, 3 p.m.
Learn about the science of simple machines 
through stories and an interactive activity. This 
month we’re learning about inclined planes.

Homeschool: What Was?
Thursday, November 12, 1 p.m.
Join us on Zoom to discuss the What Was? 
book series with fun activities and a craft.

Quick Minute Science
Thursday, November 12, 4 p.m.
Easy and safe science activities for the entire 
family. Follow along through topics like space, 
chemistry, physical science and more.

Cuisine Corner Junior: Cornucopia Cones
Friday, November 13, 4 p.m.
Celebrate fall by creating your own delicious 
cornucopia out of an ice cream cone and fill it 
with sweet and salty treats. Recommended for 
lower and upper elementary and tweens.

Create Your Own Clay
Wednesday, November 18, 3 p.m.
Using household ingredients, make your own 
clay from scratch. Learn about Native American 
pottery as inspiration to create a work of 
art. Recommended for lower and upper 
elementary and tweens.

Sunshine State Jr. Book Club
Wednesday, November 18, 4 p.m.
Hear us read aloud one of the Sunshine State 
Jr. (K–2) books, and then enjoy an activity. 
This month we’re reading Piranhas Don’t Eat 
Bananas.

Homeschool: Where Is?
Thursday, November 19, 1 p.m.
Join us on Zoom to discuss the Where Is? book 
series with fun activities and a craft.

Mayor Buddy’s Book Club
Thursday, November 19, 4 p.m.
Engage in a lively discussion and fun activities 
with Mayor Buddy’s Book Club. Recommended 
for ages 8–12.

Wishing for Winter
Saturday, November 21, 3 p.m.
Celebrate the upcoming season with cool 
activities. Recommended for lower and upper 
elementary.

Afternoon Art
Tuesday, November 24, 4 p.m.
Let’s go on an art adventure. Learn about a 
different artist and artistic style, and then create 
your own masterpiece.

Thankful for STEM
Wednesday, November 25, 3 p.m.
Can you make a ship sail? Create this and 
other Thanksgiving themed STEM projects to 
celebrate the season. Recommended for lower 
and upper elementary and tweens.

Fall Into Crafting
Monday, November 30, 4:30 p.m.
Enjoy making crafts that include a seasonal 
twist. Recommended for lower and upper 
elementary and tweens.

YARN DOODLES
Monday, November 2, 4 p.m.
Design a unique work of art 
using yarn as your medium. 
Recommended for upper 
elementary.

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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LOCATIONS & HOURS           At this time, all locations closed on Sunday

Orlando Public Library 
101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 32801
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Alafaya Branch 
12000 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32826
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Chickasaw Branch
870 N. Chickasaw Trail, Orlando, FL 32825
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Eatonville Branch 
200 E. Kennedy Blvd., Eatonville, FL 32751
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fairview Shores Branch 
902 Lee Road, Suite 26, Orlando, FL 32810
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Hiawassee Branch 
7391 W. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32818
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

North Orange Branch 
1211 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Creek Branch 
1702 Deerfield Blvd., Orlando, FL 32837
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Trail Branch 
4600 S. Orange Blossom Tr., 
Orlando, FL 32839
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southeast Branch 
5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32822
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southwest Branch 
7255 Della Dr., Orlando, FL 32819
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Washington Park Branch 
5151 Raleigh St., Suite A., Orlando, FL 32811
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

West Oaks Branch & Genealogy Center
1821 E. Silver Star Rd., Ocoee, FL 34761
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Windermere Branch 
530 Main St., Windermere, FL 34786
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Winter Garden Branch 
805 E. Plant St., Winter Garden, FL 34787
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

OCLS Renewal Line

Take advantage of renewing your items and checking 
your account information via the 24/7 Renewal Line at 
407.316.0021.  Using your bar code number on your library 
card and on checked out items you can renew all items, or 
check on holds and fines.

BOOKS & BEYOND IS A MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS AND INFORMATION PUBLICATION SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY.

ocls.info | 407.835.7323

Those needing special accommodations 
due to a disability may arrange for 
assistance by contacting the location at 
least 7 days prior to the event.

SOCIAL MEDIA

TWEENS & TEENS

HEY OCPS PARENTS! 
Orange County Public School’s Food & Nutrition Services 
helps make free and reduced meals available for all 
children 18 and under throughout the county, and through 
December, meals will be free. Additionally, curbside meals 
are available for all children 18 and under through the 
school meals program. Measures are in place for both in-
school and curbside to ensure meals are prepared and 
served safely to all students and families. OCPS encourages 
all parents to submit an application for the 2020–2021 
school year – whether they require the assistance or not 
– by the last day of school in December. By doing so, you 
could help ensure that schools can maintain, or expand, the 
availability of free and reduced meal benefits. To apply for 
meal benefits, visit MySchoolApps.com.

The Hungry Games
Wednesday, November 4, 4 p.m.
Gobble your way through three 
courses of food themed trivia. May 
the odds be ever in your favor!

Let’s Play: Animal Crossing
Thursday, November 5, 6:30 p.m.
Celebrate Animal Crossing: New 
Horizons by participating in a 
unique in game mystery. Your 
team will be challenged with 
finding out the culprit to a crime.

Happy Little Trees
Tuesday, November 10, 5 p.m.
Grab a brush, mellow out and 
paint some happy, little trees 
the Bob Ross way. Remember, 
there are no mistakes, only happy 
accidents.

Giant Paper Bag Stars
Thursday, November 12, 5 p.m.
Turn your lunch sacks into artsy 
out of this world stars.

Will It Waffle?
Saturday, November 14, 4 p.m.
Using a waffle maker and a few 
ingredients, we will answer the 
question: will it waffle? Of course 
batter will, but what about 
chocolate chip cookie dough or 
cinnamon rolls?

Kindness Counts
Wednesday, November 18, 5 p.m.
What are you thankful for this 
year? Find out how random acts of 
kindness can make a difference as 
we show our appreciation and pay 
it forward.

Color Me Silly
Thursday, November 19, 2:30 p.m.
Are you drawn to certain colors? 
Find out everything you never 
knew about color and what your 
favorite color says about you. 
Exploring color with quizzes, 
activities and art.

Animanga Club
Thursday, November 19, 6 p.m.
Come be a Pokémon Master with 
Pokémon inspired games while 
learning how to craft your own 
Pokéball terrarium.

That’s Absurd! Trivia
Monday, November 23, 4 p.m.
Put your trivia skills to the test 
and decide if these historical 
happenings are totally true or 
absolutely absurd!

Have a Magical Day
Wednesday, November 25, 4 p.m.
Who lives at 17 Cherry Tree Lane? 
Put your knowledge to the test 
with trivia, games and quizzes 
about all things Disney.

MAKE A (PAPER) WISH
Wednesday, November 11, 4 p.m.
Celebrate 11/11 by learning how to 
create origami stars that are perfect for 
wishing upon.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

CLOSURES
Thanksgiving
All Locations: 
Thursday & Friday, November 26 & 27

Conmemoración del dia de Acción de Gracias
Todos las localidades: 
el jueves y viernes, 26 y 27 de noviembre

GENERAL ELECTION EARLY VOTING
Sunday, November 1, 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Chickasaw Branch
Washington Park Branch
West Oaks Branch
Southeast Branch
Southwest Branch
Hiawassee Branch
Fairview Shores Branch

GENERAL ELECTION (For Assigned Precincts)
Tuesday, November 3, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Fairview Shores Branch


