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It was only a year ago that Orange County 
Library System released a statement letting 

our community know that our library system 
stands for equality, inclusion and compassion 
for all of our citizens. We made that statement 
in the wake of the killing of George Floyd 
at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer. 
Protests and unrest had broken out around 
the nation, including in Orange County. We 
wanted to make sure that our community 
knew that we do not condone violence, 
hate or racism, and that our libraries are safe, 
welcoming spaces for all.

A year later, we are still seeing division and 
injustice in our communities. Most recently, 
the news has been reporting stories of 
violence against Asian Americans, and a 
growing number of people of Asian descent 
have shared that they feel misunderstood, 
unwelcome and threatened in their 
communities. This is not acceptable. Our 
role as a library is to bring people together 
and to promote education and a better 
understanding of the world. So, since May is 
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month, we decided to take the opportunity 
to honor and recognize the Asians and 
Pacific Islanders among us with a variety of 
programs that highlight Asian and Pacific 
Islander culture and contributions to the 
world.

From storytimes for young ones that 
showcase Chinese and Hindi tales, to a virtual 
Asian Festival, to an author event featuring 
authors of Asian and Pacific Islander heritage, 
this month we focus on offering programs 
that can help stamp out negative stereotypes 
and battle discrimination. We have also 
created a Celebrating Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices challenge in Beanstack, 
which highlights selected titles that talk 
about dismantling racism, address the 
challenges faced by Asian Americans living 
through the COVID era, and encourages 
discovery of resources that share Asian and 
Pacific Islander perspectives.

If you’re not familiar with these cultures, 
we hope you’ll join us to learn more about 
what it means to be of Asian or Pacific Island 
descent and share what you learn with 
others. If you are one of our Asian American 
or Pacific Islander customers, we want you 
to feel safe, supported and included in our 
library community.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

ART & DISPLAY

LIBRARY EVENTS
Yoga
Monday, May 3, 9 a.m.
Get moving with this energizing 
and relaxing yoga sequence for 
all-levels. Tap into the strength, 
balance, flexibility and relaxation 
that your body can provide you.

Star Wars – 
The Trivia Strikes Back
Tuesday, May 4, 4 p.m.
The Empire has destroyed the last 
Jedi Holocron! Help restore the 
Jedi history with a fun Q&A. This 
is no trivial matter! Perfect for all 
ages. May the Fourth be with you!

Uncovering Possible 
Life on Mars
Tuesday, May 4, 7 p.m.
Emil Buehler Planetarium Director 
Derek Demeter will discuss the 
Perseverance Mission and its hunt 
for signs of ancient life on the 
planet Mars.

Southwest Film Club
Tuesday, May 4, 7–8:30 p.m.
May the Fourth be with you during 
this film club event where we will 
be discussing all of the Star Wars 
films and their impact on our films 
and culture. Star Wars expert Dawn 
Wilkerson will be joining us.

Create Handmade Cards 
Using Calligraphy
Friday, May 7, 11 a.m.
Celebrate Mother’s Day with 
a heartfelt card made by you! 
Lynda Chandler will share tips and 
techniques on how to create and 
letter on your own handmade 
cards and envelopes.

Tea & Conversation
Saturday, May 8, 2:30 p.m.
This monthly social is designed to 
bring adults together. Share your 
stories and have a cup of tea in this 
celebration of everyday life.

Fifty-Two Weeks of Gratitude
Monday, May 10, 11 a.m.
Grab a deck of playing cards, some 
glue and pieces of paper from 
around your home to create a 
unique gratitude journal.

Intro to Foundation Center 
& Grant Resources
Monday, May 10, 3:30 p.m.
Looking for funding? Get 
information on using this 
comprehensive directory to win 
grants and make a difference.

OCLS Business Resources 
for Entrepreneurs
Tuesday, May 11, 3 p.m.
A live webinar on using OCLS 
business research databases for 
your entrepreneurial success and 
competitive intelligence.

Stroke Awareness
Wednesday, May 12, 11 a.m.
Jessica Daly, Consumer Health 
Librarian with Orlando Health, will 
discuss the causes of a stroke, how 
to prevent a stroke and what to do 
if you think a stroke is happening.

Paper Flower of the Month
Tuesdays, May 18 & 25, 2:30–3:45 p.m.
Learn the craft of paper flower 
making. We will introduce tools 
and techniques to craft a crepe 
paper tulip.

Ask a Lawyer
Tuesday, May 18, 6 p.m.
Orange County Bar Association 
will provide an open forum for 
individuals to speak with a panel 
of attorneys to get guidance on 
landlord/tenant law and estate 
planning and probate.

Let’s Talk: 
Podcast Listen & Discuss
Tuesday, May 18, 7–8:30 p.m.
Like a book club, but instead of 
reading a pre-selected book, listen 
to informative and interesting 
podcasts. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

DIY Mason Jar Terrarium
Tuesday, May 25, 10 a.m.
Learn some tips and tricks for 
creating a successful terrarium, 
then follow along as we show 
you step-by-step how to create 
your own closed terrarium using a 
mason jar.

Paper Possibilities
Friday, May 28, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Imagine the possibilities: book 
structures are not only fun to 
make, but can be customized to 
display art, write stories and more. 
Based on Hedi Kyle’s design in The 
Art of the Fold, we will learn how to 
make the Flag Book structure

Meet the Artist: 
Ankita Rani Nagaraju 
Saturday, May 22, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Meet local artist Ankita Rani 
Nagaraju whose exhibit Seascapes 
and Geodes is on display at 
Southwest Branch through August. 
Nagaraju will show and discuss 
how she creates geode art forms.

Seascapes and Geodes
Southwest Branch
On Display Through July
Inspired by her love of natural 
beauty and nature, Ankita Rani 
Nagaraju creates beautiful geode 
art using resin, stones, glitter and 
real crystals and minerals in both 
decorative and functional pieces.

Black Mary: Revival of 
the Marketplace and Culture
Eatonville Branch
On Display Through June
This photography exhibit re-
imagines the Great Depression-era 
figure Mary Poppins as a modern-
day Black woman invoking joy, 
power and self-determination 
in communities suffering from 
socioeconomic disparities. 
Photographs by journalist Renata 
Sago with her mother as the figure 
Black Mary. For more information, 
visit blackmaryexhibit.com. 

Frida Kahlo: Celebrating 
the Art, Culture and  
Traditions of México 
Orlando Public Library, First Floor
On Display May 1–June 30 
Explore the rich culture and artifacts 
of México as well as artwork 
inspired by Mexican icon, Frida 
Kahlo. Presented by Casa de México 
with the participation of Tertulia 
Cuatro Gatos.

May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month

Happy Drum
Friday, May 14, 11 a.m.
Enjoy a music therapy wellness 
class that includes improvisation 
methods, meditative 
soundscapes and relaxation 
techniques which bring us to 
a place of deep connection to 
mindfulness. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Take a Breather
Saturday, May 15, 11 a.m.
Explore healthy breathing 
techniques suitable for 
practical everyday applications 
while recognizing the role of 
mindfulness. Learn what our 
ancestors have always known – 
how to breathe to live.

Dungeons & Dragons Adventurers League
Thursday, May 13, 6–8 p.m.
Have you been wanting to play D&D but 
don’t know how or where to join? On the 
second Thursday of each month you can learn, 
play and teach the greatest game on earth! 
Recommended for ages 16 and up.

Failure is Impossible: A History of 
Women’s Suffrage in America 
Orlando Public Library, Second Floor 
On Display Through August 1 
Explore the lives of activists, reformers 
and suffragettes who defined the 
decades-long battle to win the right to 
vote for women.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

7

NUEVO EN LA BIBLIOTECA

LANGUAGE 
LEARNING

SPANISH CLASSES

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)

Conversation Hour
Saturday, May 1, 4:15 p.m.
Mondays, May 3–24, 4:15 p.m.
Tuesdays, May 4–25, 6 p.m.
Fridays, May 7 & 28, 3 p.m.
Practice your English speaking skills 
with us on a virtual Conversation 
Hour. Each session will have specific 
topics for discussion.

Speaking Clearly Beginners
Mondays, May 3–31, Noon
This class is designed to introduce 
learners to the basics of the sounds 
of English for pronunciation.

Writing Clearly Intermediate
Mondays, May 3–31, 1:30 p.m.
Fridays, May 7, 21 & 28, 1:30 p.m.
We will focus on grammar complex 
ideas, including sentence structures, 
phrases, and vocabulary building.

English for Social Interactions
Mondays, May 3, 10 & 24, 7 p.m.
Learn different English idioms 
and phrases that are used to 
communicate on a daily basis.

Reading Clearly Beginners
Tuesdays, May 4, 11 & 25, 10:30 a.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading 
strategies and English vocabulary.

Writing Clearly for Beginners
Tuesdays, May 4, 11 & 25, Noon
Thursdays, May 6, 13 & 27, Noon
Review different grammar points in 
English and basic sentence writing in 
this virtual meeting.

Ask an English Teacher
Wednesdays, May 5–26, 4 p.m.
Do you have questions about how 
to put language together to express 
yourself well? Do you need more 
help with topics in other English 
classes? Well, this is the class for you!

Reading Clearly Intermediate
Wednesdays, May 5–26, 12:30 p.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading 
strategies and complex English 
vocabulary.

English from Zero
Thursdays, May 6–27, 
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Fridays, May 7, 21 & 28, 10:30 a.m.
Learn and talk about new basic 
English vocabulary associated with 
different topics.

Speaking Clearly Intermediate
Fridays, May 7, 21 & 28, Noon
Get an introduction to the rules 
of spelling and pronunciation of 
English words and phrases.

Basic Spanish
Tuesdays, May 4–25, 10:30 a.m.
Come and learn basic Spanish 
vocabulary.

Spanish from Zero – 
Basics with Ms. Brenda
Tuesdays, May 4–25, 4 p.m.
Come and learn the basic 
sounds of Spanish with Ms. 
Brenda.

Basic Spanish – 
With Ms. Wilnelia
Tuesdays, May 4–25, 6 p.m.
Join Ms. Wilnelia in this 
workshop for individuals who 
speak little to no Spanish.

Intermediate Spanish
Wednesdays, May 5–26, 10:30 a.m.
Get an introduction to Spanish 
grammar by focusing on the parts 
of speech, verb conjugations, 
sentence structure and vocabulary 
building.

Practica Spanish Conversation
Wednesdays, May 5–26, 4 p.m.
Practica tu español! Develop your 
Spanish language skills through 
conversation. Conversational topics 
and themed vocabulary will be 
provided. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

Spanish from Zero – 
Intermediate with Brenda
Thursdays, May 6–27, 4 p.m.
Come and learn grammar 
with Ms. Brenda.

Gambito de dama
por Walter Tevis
traducción de Rafael Marín
Desde su primera publicación en 1983, 
esta novela se convirtió en un libro de 
culto para ajedrecistas en particular y 
amantes de la gran novela americana en 
general. Es el libro en el que se inspira la 
miniserie más vista de la historia de Netflix. 
 
Casa de tierra y sangre
por Sarah J. Maas
traducción de Carolina Alvarado Graef
Con personajes inolvidables, un romance 
apasionado y una trama llena de 
suspenso, la nueva novela de la autora 
bestseller Sarah J. Maas te sumergirá en 
una historia sobre el dolor de la pérdida, 
el precio de la libertad y el poder del amor.
 
Soñemos juntos: 
el camino a un futuro mejor
por Papa Francisco; conversaciones 
con Austen Iverleigh
Soñemos juntos es una epifanía, un 
llamado a rearmarnos y un placer de leer. 
Es el Papa Francisco en su expresión más 
personal, profunda y apasionada. Con 
este libro y con los corazones abiertos, 
podemos cambiar el mundo.
 
Dormir en un mar de estrellas
por Christopher Paolini
traducción de Carlos Loscertales 
Martínez
Explorar nuevos mundos es todo lo que 
Kira Navarez alguna vez soñó hacer, pero 
ahora ha encontrado su pesadilla. En un 
planeta distante, ella ha descubierto una 
reliquia nunca antes vista, algo que la 
transformará por completo y para siempre.
 
Mujeres del alma mía: 
sobre el amor impaciente, 
la vida larga y las brujas buenas
por Isabel Allende
Isabel Allende bucea en su memoria y 
nos ofrece un emocionante libro sobre su 
relación con el feminismo y el hecho de 
ser mujer, al tiempo que reivindica que 
la vida adulta hay que vivirla, sentirla y 
gozarla con plena intensidad.
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TECHNOLOGY
ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

FIBER ARTS

Let’s Crochet Floral Block Purses 
Intermediate Level
Wednesdays, May 12–26, 
10 a.m.–Noon
Let’s learn a new floral granny 
square block and turn that block 
into a fashionable purse. 

Let’s Crochet Floral Borders 
Intermediate Level
Friday, May 14, 2–3:30 p.m.
Add a beautiful floral border to a 
fleece or crocheted blanket. Makes 
a great gift or addition to your 
home. 
 

Let’s Crochet Puff Stitch Flowers 
Intermediate Level
Friday, May 28, 2–3:30 p.m.
Learn a new floral stitch to use as 
the perfect base for blankets, bags 
and more. We will be using a puff 
stitch and a magic circle to create 
our flowers.

Master Your Finances 
with QuickBooks
Master your personal or business 
finances with QuickBooks. Learn how 
to navigate the software, manage 
accounts and create comprehensive 
reports.
 
QuickBooks Pro Level 1
Monday, May 3, 10–11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 5, 9:30–11 a.m.
Saturday, May 8, 10–11:30 a.m.
Friday, May 21, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Monday, May 24, 9:30–11 a.m.
Learn the basic features of QuickBooks 
to get you started in organizing your 
personal or business finances.
 
QuickBooks Pro Level 2
Monday, May 3, 11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Wednesday, May 5, 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Saturday, May 8, 11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 13, 11:45 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
Monday, May 17, 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Friday, May 21, 12:15–1:45 p.m.
Monday, May 24, 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Learn how to setup a new company 
profile including the Vendor Center, 
Customer Center and adding Items.  
 
QuickBooks Pro Level 3
Monday, May 3, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 6, 9:30–11 a.m.
Thursday, May 13, 1:45–3:15 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18, 9:30–11 a.m.
Friday, May 21, 2:15–3:45 p.m.
Monday, May 24, 1–2:30 p.m.
Learn how to record different types of 
business transactions such as posting 
accounts payable and accounts 
receivable.
 
QuickBooks Pro Level 4
Monday, May 3, 3:30–5 p.m.
Thursday, May 6, 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Saturday, May 8, 3:30–5 p.m.
Thursday, May 13, 3:30–5 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18, 11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m.
Friday, May 21, 4–5:30 p.m.
Monday, May 24, 2:45–4:15 p.m.
Learn how to add new employees, 
enter timesheets, setup employee 
benefits, setup payroll items, pay 
employees, process payroll forms and 
process payroll reports in QuickBooks. 
 

Fill Out and Create 
Applications in 
Adobe Acrobat
From checking the menu of a local 
restaurant to filling out an application, 
PDF documents are everywhere. 
Whether you need to access or create 
documents master PDFs with Adobe 
Acrobat.
 
Adobe Acrobat Level 1
Tuesday, May 25, 10–11 a.m.
PDF files are one of the most common 
file types to share. Learn how you can 
edit text and images, reorder pages and 
export PDF files with Adobe Acrobat. 
 
Adobe Acrobat Level 2
Tuesday, May 25, 11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
Have you ever received a PDF file that 
needed to be filled in, but it did not 
include fields to enter information? 
Learn to fill out, sign and create auto 
forms any PDF file with Adobe 
Acrobat.
 
Adobe Acrobat Level 3
Tuesday, May 25, 12:30–1:30 p.m.
Make professional and interactive 
forms. Learn to create forms with text, 
dates, drop-down lists, radio buttons 
and checkboxes that are easy to use for 
business.
 
Adobe Acrobat Level 4
Tuesday, May 25, 1:45–2:45 p.m.
Make professional and interactive 
forms. Learn to create forms that can 
calculate costs and add action buttons 
to make processes fast and easy.

Let’s Loom Knit Popcorn 
Stitch Dishcloths
Confident Beginner Level
Tuesday, May 4, 3:30–5 p.m.
Add a popcorn stitch dishcloth 
to your kitchen linens. Learn 
how to re-position stitches to 
create the popcorn stitch on 
your knitting loom. 

Let’s Loom Knit Ribbed Hats 
Confident Beginner Level
Tuesday, May 11, 3:30–5 p.m.
Enjoy knitting a beautiful, 
ribbed hat simply by combining 
two easy stitches. Learn to 
combine knit and purl stitches 
to create stretchy ribbed fabric.

 

Let’s Loom Knit Level 1 
Beginner Level
Tuesday, May 18, 3:30–5 p.m.
Start loom knitting today! Learn 
how to use a loom to knit and 
create a cuff bracelet that looks 
great on everyone. 
 
Let’s Loom Knit Level 2 
Beginner Level
Tuesday, May 25, 3:30–5 p.m.
Take your loom knitting to the 
next level. Learn how to make 
purl stitches on your loom to 
create garter stitch fabric.  

Quilt All About It
Quilts tell a story about the time, 
place and people that create them. 
Start your own story with creative 
quilt décor and blocks made by you.
 
Sewing – Quilted Rug
Intermediate Level
Tuesdays, May 4–25, 10 a.m.–Noon
Decorate your home with this 
colorful quilted rug. Coordinate the 
colors to match any room in your 
house with an easy to make project. 
 
Sewing – Panel Quilt
Advanced Beginner Level
Fridays, May 7–14, 10 a.m.–Noon
Create an easy quilt with a bit of 
fabric and a panel. Makes a great 
wall hanging or blanket. In this 
two-day class, we do it all: sashing, 
machine topstitch quilting and 
binding.
 
Sewing – Quilt Block of the Month
Intermediate to Advanced Levels
Tuesday, May 11, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Make a custom quilt block by block. 
Join us each month for a new 
design, come for one class or take 
them all. At the end of the year, you 
will have a complete project perfect 
for keeping warm.

Sewing – Ocean Scrap Block
Beginner Level
Saturday, May 22, 10 a.m.–Noon
Gather those scraps together to 
create an easy quilt block. This is a 
great stash busting project!
 
Sewing – Log Cabin Coasters
Beginner to Intermediate Levels
Tuesday, May 25, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
New to sewing and ready for that 
first simple project? These easy-to-
make coasters, based on the log 
cabin square quilt block design, 
make great gifts for many occasions.

Celebrate Spring Florals
Welcome spring flowers with beautiful, crocheted projects made by you. From turning granny squares into a 
fashion forward purse, to adding whimsical floral touches to your crocheting, there’s a class perfect for you.

Let’s Loom Knit
Grab your looms and get ready for fun, new projects. 
Join us for classes perfect for loom knitting beginners and beyond.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

MELROSE CENTER

Digital Painting Level 1
Tuesday, May 11, 3 p.m.
Pen tablets are a great alternative to using a 
mouse for drawing and painting in a more 
natural way, similar to using pencil and paper. 
Learn more about tablets, drawing software 
and techniques.

Digital Painting Level 2
Tuesday, May 11, 4:30 p.m.
Learn how to use graphics software to paint a 
landscape using a pen tablet.

Game Audio Design with Wwise
Monday & Tuesday, May 17 & 18, 6–7:30 p.m.
Create interactive sound systems for games 
with Wwise. Sound design expert Chase S. 
demonstrates audio game mechanics from 
concept to reality.

Fan-tastic Creations
Thursday, May 27, 12:30–2 p.m.
Beat the summer heat with your own 
handmade folding fan.

Streaming Live Video with OBS
Thursday, May 27, 2 p.m.
Stream live video on YouTube or Facebook 
with Open Broadcaster Software (OBS). Learn 
how to capture or record live streaming video 
and share it with your audience or save it for 
later viewing.

ADOBE PREMIERE PRO

Adobe Premiere Pro Level 1
Wednesday, May 19, 10 a.m.
Start creating top-notch digital video 
productions in this introduction to the basics 
of editing video footage.

Adobe Premiere Pro Level 2
Wednesday, May 19, 11:30 a.m.
Discover a fast way to assemble a video edit 
by cutting to music. This hands-on class 
explores the creative aspect of motion picture 
editing.

Adobe Premiere Pro Level 3
Wednesday, May 19, 1:30 p.m.
Add excitement and life to your movie! Use 
effects to transform a single angle video into a 
visually engaging multi-angle piece.

Adobe Premiere Pro Level 4
Wednesday, May 19, 3 p.m.
Transform the look of your videos using color 
correction techniques in Premiere Pro.

CUISINE 
CORNER

Jerk Chicken with Rice and Peas
Monday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Culinary expert Dianne Morin 
will demonstrate how to create a 
traditional Jamaican jerk chicken 
and scrumptious rice and peas 
made with coconut milk.

Avocado Chickpea Sandwich
Wednesday, May 19, 6 p.m.
Watch live as Yamira Lee Johnson, 
head chef and founder of Breaking 
Bread with Mira and certified holistic 
life coach, shows you how to make 
an avocado chickpea sandwich with 
grape juice agua fresca.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Qigong Movement and Breathing
Tuesday, May 11, 10:30 a.m.
Jasmine Win shows basic qigong 
techniques and how using them in your 
daily life can benefit your health. Qigong 
is a crucial tool in Chinese medicine 
which involves movement, breathing 
and meditation.

Crafts & Culture
Thursday, May 27, 6 p.m.
Discover hidden history and 
contributions of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders to the American 
story through discussion and crafts.
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

YOUTH EVENTS

Chinese Tea Garden
Saturday, May 1, 2 p.m.
Take an imaginary stroll through a 
Chinese tea garden using songs, stories, 
and a craft during this tea inspired 
storytime. Recommended for ages 6–8.

A Trip to Japan
Monday, May 10, 4 p.m.
Konnichiwa! Explore the land of the 
rising sun with stories, games and crafts 
inspired by Japan. Recommended for 
ages 9–12.

Chinese Character Scroll
Tuesday, May 11, 2:30 p.m.
Learn basic Chinese character history. 
Create a scroll with drawn characters. 
Challenge your knowledge of the 
characters we learn.

ASIAN AMERICAN 
& PACIFIC ISLANDER 
HERITAGE MONTH
by Kristen Trinh, Branch Circulation Clerk, 
Fairview Shores Branch

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders encompass  
 many peoples and cultures, whose rich heritage 

have been a part of the American landscape for 
centuries.

Originally a weeklong observance established in 1979, 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week was extended to 
the entire month of May in 1990 through Presidential 
Proclamation 6130 under the George H.W. Bush 
administration. Then in 2009, the commemoration 
was extended to include Pacific Islanders, which has 
continued to today as Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month. The significance of the month 
of May originally was to include the acknowledgment of 
two historical events: to commemorate the arrival of the 
first known Japanese immigrants on May 7, 1843, and to 
honor the completion of the transcontinental railroad 
on May 10, 1869, which was constructed with the labor 
of 20,000 Chinese workers.

This month during Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month, as well as throughout the year, Orange 
County Library System will host a variety of programs 
and events to share stories and celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders. The library has partnered with members 
of the community to present some of these events 
such as the Asian American Heritage Council of Central 
Florida and the Wah Lum Kung Fu Temple. In addition, 
we will host Own Voice’s authors in a panel discussion 
on May 23 for Meet the Authors. Our book displays, both 
virtual and in person will highlight Asian American and 
Pacific Islander authors, showcasing their stories, talent 
and experiences. 
 
For information on our programs and resources 
honoring Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month visit ocls.info/aapi-heritage.

China and the Celebration 
of Invention
Saturday, May 15, 2 p.m.
From Kung Fu to kites, come 
celebrate the inventions of Ancient 
China! Take a trip with us through 
activities and crafts! Recommended 
for families with children ages 5 
and up.

Mira Royal Detective 
Bilingual Storytime
Wednesday, May 19, 11 a.m.
Chalo, chalo let’s go enjoy 
stories, songs and case solving 
activities based on the Disney Jr. 
series Mira Royal Detective. This 
bilingual storytime will include an 
introduction to Hindi!

Chinese Tales
Friday, May 21, 11 a.m.
Animal fables, songs and rhymes. 
A fun exploration in celebration of 
Chinese tales. Recommended for 
ages 3–5.

Mulan Storytime
Friday, May 21, 1 p.m.
Celebrate Mulan and friends 
with stories, songs and crafts.

Art History for Kids: 
Asian Calligraphy
Saturday, May 22, 2 p.m.
Learn the history of calligraphy 
as it moved from China to Korea 
and Japan and make your own 
masterpiece. Recommended for 
ages 9–12.

Teen Cuisine: Chai and Lassi
Wednesday, May 26, 4 p.m.
Sip your way into a new world. 
These drinks will bring let you 
experience the flavors prevalent in 
Indian cuisine. Recommended for 
ages 13–18.

ADULT HIGHLIGHTS

Kung Fu Show
Saturday, May 1, 12:30 p.m.
A diverse team of professional 
performers from the Wah Lum 
Kung Fu Temple will present a 
kung fu demonstration. Explore 
martial arts and Chinese culture 
through this demonstration.

Piggy Bánh Bao
Wednesday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.
Ha Roda is back and making 
some adorable and delicious 
piggy shaped bánh bao. These 
fluffy buns are filled with tasty 
ingredients, decorated and 
steamed to perfection!

YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS

Teen Art Adventures: 
Samoan Siapo Cloth
Monday, May 3, 4 p.m.
Discover the cultural 
importance of the Samoan 
art form Siapo and create a 
patterned cloth of your own! 
Recommended for ages 13–18.

Mau Loa, Hawaii
Thursday, May 6, 4 p.m.
Aloha! Discover the splendors 
of our 50th state with activities, 
trivia and a craft. Recommended 
for families with children ages 
6–12.

Japanese Koinobori Craft
Thursday, May 13, 4 p.m.
A story and craft that celebrates 
children and their happiness. 
Create a flying carp craft with us. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Little Chef: Dumpling Dreams
Thursday, May 20, 2 p.m.
How far will Joyce Chen’s 
dumpling dream go? Learn 
about her inspiring story and 
whip up a delicious dumpling 
recipe. Recommended for ages 
3–5 with caregiver participation 
required..

Asian Festival Virtual Celebration
Saturday, May 22, 10–11:30 a.m.
Join us virtually this year to celebrate 
the annual Asian Festival presented by 
the Asian American Heritage Council 
of Central Florida.

13
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GENEALOGY
United States Genealogy 
Pennsylvania
Tuesday, May 4, 1 p.m.
Explore the rich research resources 
and collections that are held in a 
variety of archives and repositories 
in the Keystone state. Discover what 
records are available and how to use 
them.

Global Genealogy – 
England and Wales
Wednesday, May 5, 6:30 p.m.
Explore resources, tips and tricks 
for finding records in the home 
countries of your ancestors. This 
session focuses on England and 
Wales.

Conducting Family History 
Interviews
Thursday, May 6, Noon
Oral history is an important part of 
genealogical research. Learn how to 
get the most information from the 
family members you interview.

Using City Directories in 
Genealogy Research
Tuesday, May 11, 1 p.m.
Learn how historical city directories 
can supplement your family’s 
genealogical research.

Genealogy Research Report 
Writing & Numbering
Wednesday, May 12, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about the different types of 
genealogy reports and numbering 
system.

20 Unique Websites 
for Genealogy Research
Thursday, May 13, Noon
New websites and features appear 
on the internet almost daily. Come 
and explore these 20 unique 
websites that are indispensable for 
both beginning and experienced 
researchers.

The Paperless Genealogist
Tuesday, May 18, 1 p.m.
Feeling bogged down with 
too much paper from years of 
genealogical research? Explore 
options for going paperless and see 
how digital versions can actually 
enhance your research experience.

Navigating Your DNA Test Results
Wednesday, May 19, 6:30 p.m.
Learn what the differences are 
between the DNA companies. See 
how to navigate each company’s 
website along with overview of the 
tools that they provide to help you 
analyze your DNA test results.

United States Genealogy Ohio
Tuesday, May 25, 1 p.m.
Explore the rich research resources 
and collections that are held in a 
variety of archives and repositories 
in the Buckeye state. Discover what 
records are available and how to use 
them.

Genealogy Research 
Question Workshop
Wednesday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.
Sharpen your genealogy skills and 
learn about resources by sharing 
your research questions.

More Unique Websites for 
Genealogy Research
Thursday, May 27, Noon
We found more unique websites 
that can enhance your genealogy 
research! Join us as we explore these 
hidden gems.

May 1–May 31

Celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander 
voices through recommended reading, resources 
and reflection questions. Log your reading and 
activities in Beanstack to earn digital badges in 
this reading challenge for adults. 
For more information, visit ocls.beanstack.org.

SUNDAY MORNING 
GENEALOGY
Sunday, May 23, 11 a.m.
Grab a cup of coffee (or tea) and join 
us for this Sunday morning genealogy 
hangout. Feel free to ask any type 
of genealogy question or propose a 
genealogy discussion topic.
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BOOK CLUBS
Southeast Book Club
Monday, May 10, 7 p.m.
Discuss this month’s book selection 
Sea Wife by Amity Gaige. From the 
acclaimed author of Schroder comes 
a novel about a young family who 
escape suburbia for a year-long 
sailing trip that upends all of their 
lives.

Tertulia Cuatro Gatos
Wednesdays, May 12 & 26, 4:30 p.m.
A Spanish-language book club that 
discusses literature, art, music and 
more related to Latin American 
culture.

Alafaya Book Club
Thursday, May 13, 7 p.m.
May’s selection is Just Like You by 
Nick Hornby. Miserably married to 
a man with whom she once shared 
everything in common, Lucy forges 
an unexpected bond with her 
22-year-old babysitter, a man from 
an entirely different class, culture 
and generation.

Hiawassee Book Club
Monday, May 17, 7 p.m.
Discuss The Mother-in-Law by Sally 
Hepworth. A woman’s obsessive 
fears about how much she 
disappoints her successful, pillar-of-
the-community mother-in-law leads 
to a controversial disinheritance and 
a suspicious suicide.

Southwest Book Club
Tuesday, May 25, 7–8:45 p.m.
This month, the club will explore 
the world of Agatha Christie. 
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

Winter Garden Book Club
Thursday, May 27, 6 p.m.
Discuss our May selection This 
Tender Land: A Novel by William Kent 
Krueger. Fleeing the Depression-
era school for Native American 
children who had been taken from 
their parents, four orphans share a 
life-changing journey marked by 
struggling farmers, faith healers and 
lost souls. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

How to Unblock Writer’s Block
Saturday, May 15, 3 p.m.
Many writers are struggling to get 
words on the page right now. John 
King, host of The Drunken Odyssey: 
A Podcast About the Writing Life, 
will provide tips and processes for 
getting yourself unstuck.

OCLS Writer’s Group
Sunday, May 16, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, 
discussion and camaraderie. 
Writers of all genres and experience 
are welcome. Please attend one 
meeting before submitting a piece 
for critique.

Creating Effective 
Magic and Monsters
Saturday, May 22, 3 p.m.
Learn to create magic systems and 
monsters from author Richard Lee 
Byers, who has written over 30 
fantasy and horror novels, including 
for Marvel, Dungeons & Dragons, 
Pathfinder and Iron Kingdoms.

Writing Voice and 
How to Hone Yours
Tuesday, May 25, 6:30 p.m.
One of the most common, yet 
elusive pieces of feedback given to 
writers is that a novel “lacks voice.” 
Literary Agent Kaitlyn Johnson will 
discuss writing styles and things to 
avoid that strip a writer’s voice.

WRITERS CORNER

ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

MEET THE 
AUTHORS: 
Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month
Sunday, May 23, 4 p.m.
In celebration of Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, enjoy 
a panel discussion from authors Erin 
Entrada Kelly, Lori M. Lee, Roselle Lim and 
Mia P. Manansala.
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by Mike Donohue, Community Outreach Coordinator
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On May 22, Orlando Science Center 
will open their newest exhibition, 

Rescue. Visitors can learn about the work 
of emergency rescue teams including 
rescue techniques, the details surrounding 
emergency situations and the various 
life-saving equipment used by rescue 
personnel.

There are many lessons to take away 
from the exhibition, but for me the most 
important is that the world’s far too 
dangerous a place. It begs the question, 
why go outside at all? Especially when 
the library’s film catalog – available free 
digitally and through Home Delivery – can 
give you all the thrills of watching others 
in life-threatening situations without ever 
being exposed to the danger yourself. 
So, for this month’s DIY Film Festival, 
join me in eager anticipation of Orlando 
Science Center’s new exhibition by 
barricading the doors, welding the 
windows shut and wrapping yourself in 
bubble wrap. Then, sit back and enjoy 
some tales of heroic rescues and harrowing 
survival situations in relative comfort and 
security.

Backdraft 
True story: The author of this article once 
had a friend whose father was a firefighter. 
Once, the author slept over at this friend’s 
house and he was shown Backdraft for 
the first time. The author was so afraid of 
the noise that backdrafts made – and so 
insistent that the noise coming from the 
house’s A/C unit was, in fact, a backdraft –  
that he had to be picked up by his mom.
In the author’s defense, the film’s intense 
firefighting set pieces are still an excellent 
example of pre-CGI visual effects: you 
can practically feel the heat of the flames 
radiating from the screen. Backdraft also 
does an excellent job honoring the bravery 
and sacrifice of firefighters who risk their 
lives every day. Even if that message is 
sometimes undercut by the film’s overly 
campy tone. 
 
Apollo 13 
Based on the inspiring true story of 
astronauts Jim Lovell, Jack Swigert and 
Fred Haise, Apollo 13 is a white-knuckle 
voyage through the dangers of pioneering 
space travel. I’m scared of heights so being 

an astronaut was never in the cards, but 
the film does an excellent job of making 
me feel like I’m a part of the ill-fated lunar 
mission. Just as enjoyable are the scenes 
that take place on the ground, showcasing 
the ingenuity and quick-thinking of early 
NASA scientists and engineers.

The Martian 
Untethered by the gravitational hold of 
real-life events, The Martian launches the 
tale of space travel survival to new heights 
(again, no thank you). For those who loved 
the book, you may be comforted to know 
author Andy Weir’s devotion to realism and 
trademark comedic moments translate 
excellently to the screen. Thanks in no 
small part to skilled directing from Ridley 
Scott and an anchoring performance by 
Matt Damon.

The Poseidon Adventure 
It’s New Year’s Eve, 1972. You’re having a 
lovely time traveling to Greece aboard the 
luxurious ocean liner, SS Poseidon. Such a 
shame then, that someone would invite a 
90-foot tidal wave to the party … 
Though a defining example of the disaster 
movie genre, The Poseidon Adventure 
may seem trite compared to the visual 
spectacles and behemoth budgets of 
today’s tentpole pictures. But what keeps 
the movie afloat is a who’s who of early-70s 
celebrities including Gene Hackman, Ernest 
Borgnine and Shelly Winters.

Hunt for the Wilderpeople 
Before the charismatic Taika Waitiki rose to 
superstardom as director of Thor: Ragnarok 
and JoJo Rabbit, he helmed this more 
intimate and comedic tale of a young boy 
and his foster father surviving in the New 
Zealand bush. Based on the book Wild Pork 
and Watercress, Hunt for the Wilderpeople 
eschews the intensity of typical survival 
films with heartfelt humor and whimsical 
adventure.
 
To explore our vast collection of digital and 
streaming movies, visit ocls.info/catalog. 
For information on Rescue and the many 
things Orlando Science Center has to offer, 
visit osc.org.

It is said that in war, heaven and earth 
change places not once, but many 

times. This haunting memoir tells of a 
girl on the verge of womanhood in a 
world turned upside down.

The youngest of six children in a close-
knit Buddhist family, Le Ly Hayslip was 
12-years-old when U.S. helicopters 
landed in Ky La, her tiny village in 
central Vietnam. As the government 
and Viet Cong troops fought in and 
around Ky La, both sides recruited 
children as spies and saboteurs. Le Ly 
was one of those children. Before the 
age of 16, Le Ly had suffered near-
starvation, imprisonment, torture, 
rape, and the deaths of beloved family 
members – but miraculously held fast 
to her faith in humanity.

And almost twenty years after her 
escape to America, she was drawn 
inexorably back to the devastated 
country and family she left behind. 
Scenes of this joyous reunion are 
interwoven with the brutal war years, 
offering a poignant picture of Vietnam, 
then and now, and of a courageous 
woman who experienced the true 
horror of the Vietnam War – and 
survived to tell her unforgettable story.

Oliver Stone based his 1993 film 
Heaven & Earth on When Heaven and 
Earth Changed Places.

Read to Understand: Peace & Trust is 
a yearlong series in recognition of the 
International Year of Peace & Trust as 
designated by the United Nations.

DIY Film Festival: 
Rescue and Survival Movies

READ TO UNDERSTAND: PEACE & TRUST

Leaders Eat Last: Why Some Teams Pull 
Together and Others Don’t 
by Simon Sinek 

Author and inspirational speaker Simon 
Sinek writes about how some effective 

leaders build a “Circle of Safety.” He uses 
true workplace stories that range from 
military to big business, from government 
to investment to illustrate his point.

In working with organizations around the 
world, Sinek noticed that some teams 
trust each other so deeply that they would 
literally put their lives on the line for 
each other. Other teams, no matter what 
incentives are offered, are doomed to 
infighting, fragmentation and failure. Why?

The answer became clear during a 
conversation with a Marine Corps general. 
“Officers eat last,” he said. Sinek watched 
as the most junior Marines ate first while 
the most senior Marines took their place 
at the back of the line. What’s symbolic 
in the chow hall is deadly serious on the 
battlefield: Great leaders sacrifice their 
own comfort – even their own survival – 
for the good of those in their care.

When Heaven and Earth Changed Places: 
A Vietnamese Woman’s Journey from War to Peace  
by Le Ly Hayslip & Jay Wurts

“The rank of office is not what makes someone 
a leader. Leadership is the choice to serve 
others with or without any formal rank.” 
– Simon Sinek, Leaders Eat Last
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NEXT CHAPTER

JOBSEEKERS
For more jobseeker classes, visit ocls.info/jobseekers.

CITIZENSHIP INSPIRED

Career Academy: Interview Like a Pro
Tuesday, May 4, 1:30 p.m.
You’ve landed an interview! Now what? Get tips that will help you to 
practice and prepare, and to write a memorable thank you letter.

Career Academy: Perfecting Your Resume
Tuesday, May 18, 1:30 p.m.
Get noticed! Elevate your job application with best practices in crafting a 
resume and cover letter.

Search and Apply for Jobs
Friday, May 21, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, May 26, 10 a.m.
Become familiar with popular job search websites and common 
questions asked on job applications. Learn how to use various internet 
resources to search and apply for jobs.    

Resume Writing
Friday, May 21, 11:15 a.m.
Wednesday, May 26, 12:15 p.m.
Bring your resume to the top of the pile. Learn how to plan, create 
and format a professional-looking resume using built-in templates in 
Microsoft Word.         

Recent Changes to Elder Law in Florida – 
LIFE Information for Elders
Thursday, May 20, 12:10 p.m.
Elder Law Attorney, Kathleen Flammia, reviews recent changes in 
Florida Statutes that address elder law, including regulations on 
guardian exploitation and online notarizations for vulnerable adults.

Acrylic Painting
Friday, May 21, 11 a.m.
Create a beautiful work of art through guided instruction using acrylic 
paint. Materials needed: watercolor paper or canvas, acrylic paints in 
primary colors and white ( quinacridone magenta, cadmium yellow, 
cerulean blue and titanium white are recommended) , palette or paper 
plate, paint brushes, cup of water, paper towels and garbage bag (to 
cover your workspace).

Legal Matters – Smarter Senior Seminar Series
Wednesday, May 26, 10:30 a.m.
Make organizing your final legal matters easier on yourself by learning 
the basics about directives, wills and trusts.

Citizenship Inspired
Saturdays, May 1–15, 10 a.m.–Noon
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, May 4–12, 3–5 p.m.
Thursdays, May 6–27, 3–4:30 p.m.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, May 18–26, 3–5 p.m.
During this program, students will meet once each week 
to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and 
Interview.

Albin Polasek (1879–1965) was born in  
 Moravia, now part of the Czech Republic, 

and immigrated to the United States in 1901 
to work as a woodcarver. Over his career, he 
accumulated numerous accolades for his art, 
particularly his own distinct style of sculpting. 
In 1916, he became head of the Department 
of Sculpture at the Art Institute of Chicago, a 
position he held for 27 years before moving to 
Winter Park in January 1950, at the age of 70. 
 
Shortly after moving to Florida, and just seven 
months prior to marrying his first wife Ruth 
Sherwood, Polasek suffered a stroke, which 
left him paralyzed on his left side. Although he 
spent the remainder of his life in a wheelchair, 
he was still able to paint, draw, sculpt in clay 
and carve wood with his right hand, and with 
an assistant he could carve stone. 
 
Polasek and his second wife Emily Muska Kubat 
established the Albin Polasek Foundation, 
now the Albin Polasek Museum and Sculpture 
Gardens, in 1961 to share Polasek’s life’s works 
with the public, including 200 pieces of art 
and his self-designed home, studio and three-
acre sculpture garden on Lake Osceola. Today, 
the museum is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, the museum is part of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Historic 
Artists’ Homes and Studios Program alongside 
the homes of Georgia O’Keefe, Jackson Pollock 
and Winslow Homer, among others. 
 
Today the grounds of the museum include the 
Capen-Showalter House. The house was the 
home of one of Winter Park’s earliest residents, 
James Seymour Capen. In 2013, the house 
was saved from demolition in a massive effort 
which included splitting the house in half and 
moving over Lake Osceola on barges. 
 
Upon his death in 1965, Polasek was buried 
alongside first wife Ruth in Winter Park’s Palm 
Cemetery, with his own sculpture 12th Station 
of the Cross (c. 1939) as his monument. Emily 
Polasek died in 1988 and is buried next to her 
first husband Dr. Kubat in the Polasek family 
plot. 
 
The 60th anniversary of the museum will be 
marked with several events including a tour of 
the museum’s archives presented virtually in 
conjunction with OCLS. For more information 
on Albin Polasek and the museum, visit 
polasek.org.

THE POLASEK 
MUSEUM 
CELEBRATES
60 YEARS 
by Scottie Campbell, Marketing Specialist

Do you have a favorite piece 
or section of the museum? 

My favorite section of the 
museum is most likely Art 
Storage and Archives. I have 
long had a love for research 
projects, so I greatly enjoy 
delving into our archives 
and learning about Albin’s 
life and friends through his 
correspondence, sketchbooks 
and handwritten notes.

As for my favorite piece, that 
would be the bust of Francis 
D. Millet. Millet was the Chief 
of the American Academy in 
Rome when Polasek met him. 
Polasek had received the Prix 
de Rome scholarship from the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the 
Fine Arts, allowing him three 
years of study in Rome. During 
his studies, Millet agreed 
to sit for Polasek, resulting 
in a portrait bust of the 
professor. Upon completion, 
Millet exclaimed “I think it is 
remarkable! And it will do you 
lots of good.” 

These words rang true a few 
months later. On April 15, 1912, 
Millet perished in the sinking of 
the RMS Titanic. After his death, 
Polasek received commissions 
for nine castings of the piece 
by places including the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the 
Fine Arts, Harvard University, 
The American Academy in 
Rome and New York University. 
This piece holds a special 
place in my heart because 
I have been studying the 
Titanic disaster since I was 
13-years-old. The stories of her 
passengers fascinate me. 
 
What are some things folks 
may not know about the 
museum?
 
Many people have never heard 
of Albin Polasek. He is a world-
renowned sculptor. People are 
often captivated when they 
tour the historic home and 
learn of his work and life. 
 

Do you have any events 
or limited exhibits that 
you want to tell our 
readers about?
 
Yes, our current exhibition 
is Cynthia Holmes: Sweet 
Surrealism. The exhibition is on 
display through July 11. Visitors 
will view representational 
forms coupled with stories 
that unite reality with the 
imagination. Discover surreal 
possibilities of otherworldly 
landscapes, animals, weather, 
people, mountains, and rivers 
are intertwined with the stories 
of everyday. 
 
To read the full interview, 
visit ocls.info/blog.

Q&A WITH EMILY COUGHLAN ALBIN POLASEK MUSEUM CURATOR 
by Josh Shidel, Events/Programs Planner

Polasek Museum 60th 
Anniversary Archive Tour
Thursday, May 20, 7:30 p.m.
Take a look into the archives of the 
Albin Polasek Museum & Sculpture 
Gardens for some rarely seen artifacts 
behind the scenes for their 60th 
Anniversary.



oclsfriends.info

April 30 & May 1

BOOK SALE

Previously enjoyed books, 
DVDs, CDs & more! 

Orlando Public Library | 101 E. Central Blvd.

Friday & Saturday

Contactless card payment will be available.

By appointment only.
Appointment info: oclsfriends.info/events
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FAMILY

MODERN
PARENTINGK–12 LEARNING AT HOME 

& HOMESCHOOL

CLUB
BizKids Club Online
Saturdays, March 27–May 15, 10–11:30 a.m.
Ready to become an entrepreneur? Join the BizKids 
Club, an instructor-led virtual program that introduces 
students ages 9–14 to the world of business and 
entrepreneurship. Engage in fun interactive activities to 
create a business plan, design marketing materials and 
pitch your business idea.

ONLINE

Homeschool Meetup: 
World Traveler – Indonesia
Monday, May 3, 1 p.m.
Take a virtual trip around the world 
and discover exciting places and 
amazing people. Recommended 
for ages 6–12.

Wild Earth – Natural Disasters
Wednesday, May 5, 2 p.m.
Engage in experiments that 
test our natural world. Learn 
about animals, conservation and 
the sciences about the Earth. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Homeschool Meetup: 
World Traveler – Turkey
Monday, May 10, 1 p.m.
Take a virtual trip around the world 
and discover exciting places and 
amazing people. Recommended 
for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: 
World Traveler – Madagascar
Monday, May 17, 1 p.m.
Take a virtual trip around the world 
and discover exciting places and 
amazing people. Recommended 
for ages 6–12.

Super Science – Forces & Motion
Wednesday, May 19, 2 p.m.
Each month we will conduct 
awesome experiments, learning 
all about chemistry, physics and 
more. Recommended for ages 
9–12.

Homeschool Meetup: 
World Traveler – Iceland
Monday, May 24, 1 p.m.
Take a virtual trip around the world 
and discover exciting places and 
amazing people. Recommended 
for ages 6–12.

Bullying/Cyberbullying
Thursday, May 6, 6:30 p.m.
Learn the definition, characteristics and 
types of bullying. Identify the impacts 
of bullying and learn how to prevent it. 
Receive information and resources for 
victims of bullying.

Every Child Ready to 
Read Caregiver Workshop
Tuesday, May 11, Noon
Learn about five early literacy practices as 
well as tips, tricks and resources to help your 
child strengthen important pre-reading 
skills. Recommended for adults who care for 
children ages 0–5.

Family Zumba
Saturday, May 22, 11 a.m.
Get your family moving with this energizing 
workout class! Learn basic Zumba moves 
to help you dance your way to fitness. 
Zumba uses dance aerobics to create a fun 
workout.

ArtMazing
Saturday, May 1, 3 p.m.
Unleash your inner artist and discover your 
creative side in this all-ages art exploration. 
Inspiration is a must! Recommended for 
families with children ages 6 years and up.

Paper Possibilities for Families
Monday, May 3, 4 p.m.
Yoda is small, but wise. Learn how to fold a 
Star Wars character origami. Recommended 
for ages 8–12.

We HeART Mom!
Tuesday, May 4, 3 p.m.
Celebrate mom, grandma or the special 
caregiver in your life by crafting and creating 
art to let her know just how much she means 
to you. Recommended for families with 
children ages 6–12.

I Love Manatees
Saturday, May 15, 11 a.m.
Show some love for Florida’s state marine 
animal with stories, crafts and activities.

Tails & Tales Trivia
Tuesday, May 25, 4 p.m.
Put your knowledge to the test with fun trivia 
about animals in legends, folklores, fairytales 
and today’s pop culture!
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PRESCHOOL (Ages 3–5)BABY (Ages 0–18 Months)

TODDLER (Ages 18–36 Months)

Mama Gansa
Mondays, May 3–31, 10:30 a.m.
A Spanish immersion Mother Goose on the 
Loose with interactive songs, rhymes and 
activities to grow your baby’s early literacy 
and Spanish skills.

Mother Goose on the Loose
Wednesdays, May 5–26, 10:30 a.m.
Using rhymes, songs, puppets, musical 
instruments and more, we will be interacting 
together to help develop important pre-
literacy skills in our littlest ones.

Tiny Tales
Fridays, May 7, 14 & 28, 10:30 a.m.
The rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes 
are used to introduce young children to 
literature. Hold your child in your lap and 
enjoy this special time together.

Tiny Tales – Lil’ Hatchlings
Friday, May 21, 10:30 a.m.
Hatch up some fun with an egg themed story, 
songs, and a craft during this storytime. Hold 
your child in your lap and enjoy this special 
time together.

Toddler Time
Mondays, May 3 & 10, 10 a.m.
Wednesdays, May 5 & 26, 10 a.m.
Fridays, May 21 & 28, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 25, 10 a.m.
The use of picture books, finger plays, songs and flannel 
board stories will encourage the development of verbal and 
listening skills for this active age group.

Artsy Toddler
Thursdays, May 6–27, 10 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create! Young children will enjoy 
stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate art experiences.

Guitar Sing-A-Long
Monday, May 17, 10 a.m.
Have fun with your little one in this virtual sing-a-long 
featuring familiar songs with live guitar for you and your 
toddler.

Space Discovery
Wednesday, May 19, 10 a.m.
Zip up your suits and pop on your helmets; we’re off on 
an outer space adventure. Discover the wonders of space 
through stories and interactive activities.

Hear Me Roar!
Thursday, May 20, 11 a.m.
Stomp, jump and roar your way through a dino-mite 
adventure as you learn about dinosaurs in hands-on activities.

Zero To Five Storytime
Saturdays, May 1–29, 10 a.m.
Sundays, May 2–30, 2 p.m.
Tuesdays, May 4–18, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, May 12, 10 a.m.
Monday, May 24, 10 a.m.
From the rhythm and repetition of 
nursery rhymes to the use of picture 
books, songs and flannel board stories, 
your child will be encouraged to develop 
early literacy skills.

Sesame Street Storytime
Mondays, May 3–24, 11 a.m.
Can you tell me how to get, how to 
get to Sesame Street? Let’s make it a 
sunny day with a storytime and craft 
celebrating our favorite friends.

Pajama Party
Mondays, May 3–24, 7 p.m.
Put on your pajamas and join us virtually 
for stories, songs and a craft.

Star Wars Storytime
Tuesday, May 4, 11 a.m.
Preschoolers will listen to adventurous 
tales of their favorite galactic heroes and 
make a Yoda craft.

Zoo Zen
Wednesday, May 5, 11 a.m.
It’s time for an introduction to yoga 
with zoo animals and friends. Learn fun 
movements as you go on a wild and 
magical journey full of movement and 
stories.

Growing Up Wild – What’s Wild
Thursday, May 6, 11 a.m.
Engage in stories and activities to learn 
the difference between wild and tame 
animals. Presented as a part of the 
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies 
Project WILD.

Cuentame un Cuento
Friday, May 7, 11 a.m.
The library provides a virtual storytime 
in English and Spanish suitable for 
preschoolers.

May Flowers
Tuesday, May 11, 11 a.m.
Listen to stories and engage in hands-on 
science activities to learn about flowers 
and plants.

Storybook Fun
Wednesdays, May 12 & 26, 11 a.m.
The use of picture books, songs and told 
stories will encourage your child to read, 
talk, sing, write and play.

Listen, Move & Play in All Kinds of 
Weather
Tuesday, May 18, 11 a.m.
Do you like singing in the rain? How 
about dancing in the wind? Explore 
some of the sights and sounds of 
weather.

Mythological Mermaids
Tuesday, May 25, 11 a.m.
Discover more about mermaids and 
their magical history with stories, crafts 
and activities.

Under the Sea
Thursday, May 27, 1 p.m.
Dive under the sea and discover all the 
treasures therein with stories and crafts 
for preschoolers.

Stories & Stretches
Thursday, May 27, 2 p.m.
Wiggle and stretch to stories, songs and 
rhymes focusing on motor development.

D is for Dinosaur
Friday, May 28, 11 a.m.
A dinosaur storytime that will make 
them ROAR! We share some of our 
favorite dino themed stories, songs and 
rhymes.

Funfetti Sugar Cookies
Friday, May 7, 4 p.m.
Pour, mix and repeat! Learn how to make 
delicious sugar cookie dough to enjoy at 
home. Adult participation is required.

Little Pig, Little Pig Let Me In
Thursday, May 13, 11 a.m.
The Three Little Pigs are in trouble and 
need some help. Build them a house of 
candy and sticks to keep them safe before 
the wolf huffs and puffs and gobbles it all up.

Pete’s Groovy Treats
Friday, May 14, 1 p.m.
Pete the Cat loves groovy treats. Learn how 
to make one of his special layered desserts.

Peach Cobbler
Thursday, May 27, 11 a.m.
Whipped cream and yogurt and peaches, 
oh my! Join us while we mix, layer, mush 
and slice a delicious recipe.

Cuentos from the Jungle
Friday, May 14, 11 a.m.

Vamos to the jungle! Enjoy 
tales from the selva in a fun 

bilingual storytime.

LITTLE CHEF
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.
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CHILDREN’S (Ages 6–12) TEENS (Ages 13–18)

Pizza Party
Monday, May 3, 5 p.m.
It’s a pizza party! Celebrate National 
Pizza Party Day with delicious 
stories and fun activities about your 
favorite food.

The Lightsaber’s 
Lore and Legacy
Tuesday, May 4, 4 p.m.
The lightsaber is the iconic weapon 
of the Jedi and one of the most 
recognizable pieces of pop culture 
on the planet. Learn everything 
there is to know about lightsabers 
and learn a spinning trick or two.

Drawing Club
Tuesday, May 4, 5 p.m.
Try out new drawing techniques 
each month and experiment with 
your fellow artists. Recommended 
for ages 8–12.

Share Your Art
Wednesday, May 5, 3 p.m.
Drawings, paintings, sculpture and 
more. Join our virtual art meetup 
to share what you’re working on, 
and brag about your masterpiece. 
Followed by time to create 
together. Recommended for ages 
6–8.

Read to Sydney
Tuesday, May 11, 2 p.m.
Read to Sydney is a local therapy 
dog organization that encourages 
children to practice their reading 
skills. All ages are welcome. 
Attendees will be scheduled for a 
10 minute reading session.

Let’s Write
Wednesday, May 12, 3 p.m.
Who wants to write their own 
short story? Join us as we creatively 
brainstorm and write a short story 
together. Recommended for ages 
6–8.

Limericks Are Fun!
Wednesday, May 12, 4 p.m.
Celebrate National Limerick Day 
and learn about the history of 
limerick poems. Then follow along 
as we create our own limericks and 
rhyme patterns. Recommended for 
ages 9–12.

Discovering the Deep Sea
Saturday, May 15, 3 p.m.
What is all the commotion in the 
ocean? From strange creatures 
to underwater mountains, 
discover amazing facts about the 
deep sea with stories and crafts. 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

Sunshine State Jr. Book Club
Wednesday, May 19, 3 p.m.
Hear us read aloud one of the 
Sunshine State Jr. (K–2) books, 
and then enjoy an activity. 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

Mayor Buddy’s Book Club
Thursday, May 20, 4 p.m.
Engage in a lively discussion and 
fun activities with Mayor Buddy’s 
Book Club. Recommended for ages 
8–12.

Botanical Collages
Friday, May 21, 4 p.m.
Design, cut and paste to create 
beautiful collages inspired by 
nature. Recommended for ages 
9–12.

Afternoon Art
Wednesday, May 26, 3 p.m.
Let’s go on an art adventure! Learn 
about a different artist and artistic 
style, and then create your own 
masterpiece. Recommended for 
ages 6–8.

Moon Myths
Thursday, May 27, 4 p.m.
Do you feel different when there’s a 
full moon? Do you think it could be 
made of cheese? Find out what else 
people across the world believe 
about the moon. Recommended 
for ages 6–9.

Tie-Dye Madness
Friday, May 28, 2 p.m.
Join us virtually for a tie-dye 
tutorial.

Teen Art Adventures: Rolled Paper Crafts
Wednesday, May 5, 4 p.m.
Recycle and discover all the amazing things you 
can make with rolled paper.

Let’s Play: Animal Crossing
Thursday, May 6, 6:30 p.m.
Tom Nook is inviting you to an Animal Crossing: 
New Horizons Spring Festival filled with games, 
an item fair and the mystery obstacle village! 
Recommended for ages 13 and up.

Totally Totoro
Wednesday, May 12, 4 p.m.
Are you a fan of anime and manga? Share 
your fandom with others while making crafts 
inspired by the classic anime, My Neighbor 
Totoro.

Kawaii Animal Clay With Me
Tuesday, May 18, 4 p.m.
Make, model and mold! Follow along with this 
cute and easy kawaii animal tutorial.

DIY Miniature Zen Gardens
Wednesday, May 19, 4 p.m.
Construct a Zen garden from rocks, gravel and 
other found materials while exploring the art of 
abstraction.

Animanga Club
Thursday, May 20, 6 p.m.
Our club brings all the fun of a meet up and 
mixes it with trivia, games, crafts and showings. 
Recommended for ages 13 and up.

Star Wars The Teens Strike Back
Wednesday, May 26, 2 p.m.
A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away … 
There was a teen program full of lightsabers, 
Jedi training, cosmic trivia and Clone Wars. May 
the force be with you!

CUISINE CORNER JUNIOR: 

Overnight Oats!
Wednesday, May 5, 5 p.m.
Learn how to make a healthy, easy breakfast 
or snack out of oats, fruit and your favorite 
flavors. Overnight oats are a great Mother’s 
Day breakfast kids can make!

Lemonade Crave
Monday, May 17, 4 p.m.
Get your hands on the next best lemonade 
recipe that will satisfy your summer craving. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

I Dip, You Dip, We Dip
Monday, May 24, 4 p.m.
Experience fondue fun while getting 
              creative with chocolate covered treats. 
                Recommended for ages 9–12.

Fairytale STEM – 
Rapunzel Needs a Pulley

Tuesday, May 11, 4 p.m.
Rapunzel is tired of letting 
down her long hair! Learn 

about simple machines and 
fashion your own pulley to 
make Rapunzel’s life easier. 

Recommended for ages 6–8.



LOCATIONS & HOURS           At this time, all locations closed on Sunday

Orlando Public Library 
101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 32801
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Alafaya Branch 
12000 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32826
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Chickasaw Branch
870 N. Chickasaw Trail, Orlando, FL 32825
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Eatonville Branch 
200 E. Kennedy Blvd., Eatonville, FL 32751
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fairview Shores Branch 
902 Lee Road, Suite 26, Orlando, FL 32810
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Hiawassee Branch 
7391 W. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32818
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

North Orange Branch 
1211 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Creek Branch 
1702 Deerfield Blvd., Orlando, FL 32837
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Trail Branch 
4600 S. Orange Blossom Tr., 
Orlando, FL 32839
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southeast Branch 
5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32822
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southwest Branch 
7255 Della Dr., Orlando, FL 32819
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Washington Park Branch 
5151 Raleigh St., Suite A., Orlando, FL 32811
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

West Oaks Branch & Genealogy Center
1821 E. Silver Star Rd., Ocoee, FL 34761
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Windermere Branch 
530 Main St., Windermere, FL 34786
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Winter Garden Branch 
805 E. Plant St., Winter Garden, FL 34787
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

OCLS Renewal Line

Take advantage of renewing your items and checking 
your account information via the 24/7 Renewal Line at 
407.316.0021.  Using your bar code number on your library 
card and on checked out items you can renew all items, or 
check on holds and fines.

BOOKS & BEYOND IS A MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS AND INFORMATION PUBLICATION SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY.

ocls.info | 407.835.7323

Those needing special accommodations 
due to a disability may arrange for 
assistance by contacting the location at 
least 7 days prior to the event.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Programs listed in Books and Beyond were funded under the provisions of the DLIS Florida CARES act from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Florida’s 
DLIS Florida CARES Act program is administered by the Department of State’s Division of Library and Information Services, www.imls.gov

For FY2020-21 37.2% of the total cost for OCLS equipment, accessories, and services for virtual programs, events, and classes, as well as PPE and STEM Learning 
Kits ($64,689), is supported by federal money; 62.8% of this project ($109,311) is supported by local money.  
The total budget for this project is $174,000.

CLOSURES

Memorial Day
All Locations: Sunday & Monday, May 30 & 31

Conmemoración del Día de los Caídos
Todos las localidades: el domingo y lunes, 30 y 31 de mayo
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