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Previously enjoyed books, DVDs, 
CDs & more! Exceptionally low prices!

CONTACTLESS CARD PAYMENT WILL BE AVAILABLE.
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SAVE THE DATE 

Orlando Book Festival: 
A Virtual Event by OCLS 
Saturday, April 3, 2021 
ocls.info/obf 

The Orlando Book Festival is a day-long 
celebration of books usually held at 
Orlando Public Library. We’re going 
virtual for 2021! Join us for panels, 
writing workshops and more from 
bestselling authors from all over the 
country. Enjoy an opening session with 
Angie Thomas in conversation with 
Ayana Gray.



FROM THE DIRECTOR

Mary Anne Hodel
Library Director/CEO

comments@ocls.info
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March marks one year since the 
pandemic truly hit home for us. On 

March 18, 2020, our libraries temporarily 
closed to the public so we could figure 
out how to keep our staff and customers 
safe. We had no idea at that time that our 
buildings would be closed for six weeks, 
and that our entire business model would 
be altered for so long. 

Since we reopened in May 2020, we’ve 
been operating with limited in-person 
services and a whole new slate of 
virtual programming that has kept our 
community entertained and informed 
throughout the pandemic. Just about 
everything you could do at the library 
in person you can now do online, in 
the form of a live online class, virtual 
event, streaming performance or on-
demand video. That shift to virtual events, 
experiences and programs came with 
some costs – we needed to have access 
to online classrooms and streaming 
platforms, and we needed to purchase 
new tools, like webcams and microphones 
and greenscreen backgrounds that would 
make broadcasting live online feel like a 
seamless transition for our audiences. 

So we’re grateful to be the recipient of 
CARES Act funding made available through 
the Institute for Museum and Library 
Services. In 2020, the IMLS administered 
more than $13 million to support 

museums and libraries responding to 
the pandemic. We received $64,689 in 
assistance from the state’s DLIS Florida 
CARES Act program, administered by the 
Department of State’s Division of Library 
and Information Services, from the IMLS. 
The money has helped us purchase 
equipment, accessories and services to 
support virtual programs, events and 
classes. It has also helped us purchase PPE 
for staff and customers, as well as STEM 
learning kits to be distributed to children 
over the summer. 

As you flip through these pages and read 
about the programs we’re offering this 
month, know that the IMLS funding and 
the CARES Act has made this wide variety 
of events and programs possible. Those 
funds support everything from author 
events and live online classes taught by 
Melrose Center instructors, to storytimes 
and programs for seniors. 

For more information on the IMLS and its 
work to support libraries and museums, 
visit imls.gov. 
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Money Talks for Women
Tuesday, March 2, 6–7:30 p.m.
Learn about library services such as 
Morningstar Investment Research 
Center, goal-oriented tools for saving, 
investing and more.

Southwest Film Club: 
The Battle of Algiers
Tuesday, March 2, 7–8:30 p.m.
Suit up for this classic of war cinema, 
available on Kanopy. Watch the film 
and join us for a short lecture and 
group discussion.

House Bunny Basics
Saturday, March 6, 11 a.m.
Orlando Rabbit Care and Adoptions 
advises you on the basics of rabbit 
ownership. Interact with bunnies who 
are hoping to find a forever home and 
learn to make your space a “hoppy” 
place.

Introduction to Foundation 
Center Resources
Monday, March 8, 3:30–5 p.m.
Looking for funding? Get the “101” on 
using this comprehensive directory to 
win grants and make a difference.

Stress Buster Art: 
Tape Resist Painting
Tuesday, March 9, 10:30–11:45 a.m.
Create a tape resist painting in this 
relaxing stress buster art adventure. 
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

OCLS Business Resources for 
Entrepreneurs
Tuesday, March 9, 3 p.m.
Learn to use OCLS business research 
databases for your entrepreneurial 
success and competitive intelligence. 
Topics will include company 
and industry research, customer 
demographics and trends, marketing 
and sustainable innovation.

South Creek Social 
Crafters Meetup
Wednesday, March 10, 11 a.m.
Explore your creativity via a virtual 
meetup. Whatever your hobby, let’s 
get together and craft while meeting 
new people. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

Dungeons & Dragons 
Adventurers League
Thursday, March 11, 6–8 p.m.
Have you been wanting to play 
D&D but don’t know how or where 
to join? On the second Thursday of 
each month you can learn, play and 
teach the greatest game on earth. 
Recommended for ages 16 and up.

Alphabet Calligraphy
Friday, March 12, 11 a.m.
Learn how to practice lettering the 
alphabet. Explore how to create 
different fonts using a variety of pens 
and techniques.

Diabetes Prevention 
and Management
Saturday, March 13, 11 a.m.
Join Nova Southeastern University’s 
Interprofessional Diabetes Education 
and Awareness team as they discuss 
basic strategies to help support 
you or a loved one in preventing or 
managing diabetes.

Tea & Conversation
Saturday, March 13, 2:30 p.m.
This monthly social is designed to 
bring adults together. Share your 
stories and have a cup of tea in this 
celebration of everyday life.

A Good Night’s Sleep
Monday, March 15, 11 a.m.
Jessica Daly, Consumer Health 
Librarian with Orlando Health, 
discusses how important sleep is 
to your health both physically and 
mentally.

Qigong Movement and Breathing
Tuesday, March 16, 10:30 a.m.
Jasmine Win shows basic qigong 
techniques and how using them in 
your daily life can benefit your health. 
Qigong is a crucial tool in Chinese 
medicine which involves movement, 
breathing and meditation.

Let’s Talk: 
Podcast Listen and Discuss
Tuesday, March 16, 7–8:30 p.m.
Like a book club, but instead of 
reading a pre-selected book, listen to 
informative and interesting podcasts. 
Let’s listen together! Recommended 
for ages 18 and up.

Classical Music & Painting
Friday, March 19, 11 a.m.
Create guided art while listening to 
classical music and letting it influence 
you. Materials needed: paint, napkins, 
canvas, water, large flat brush, small 
round brush and a 
paper plate. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Positive Thinking: 
When Life Gives Us Lemons
Monday, March 22, 11 a.m.
Positive thinking is powerful! Learn 
how to look on the bright side and 
bring more happiness, connection 
and gratitude to your life.

Shakespeare LIVE!
Mondays, March 22 & 29, 6:30 p.m.
Explore the fantastical world of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Read, learn 
about and perform excerpts from 
William Shakespeare’s masterpiece. 
Recommended for ages 13 and up.

Paper Flower of the Month
Tuesdays, March 23 & 30, 
2:15–3:30 p.m.
Learn the craft of paper flower 
making. We will introduce tools and 
techniques to craft a crepe paper 
ranunculus.

Crafts & Culture
Thursday, March 25, 6 p.m.
March is the month of transitions and 
renewal in many traditions. Explore 
how celestial events are related to 
human festivals and learn to make a 
festival dish. Recommended for ages 
18 and up.

Japanese Bookbinding
Friday, March 26, 10:30–11:45 a.m.
Practice bookbinding and create your 
own books using traditional Japanese 
stab stitching techniques. This month 
we are learning the Flower Stitch.

Beginner’s Chinese Calligraphy
Saturday, March 27, 1 p.m.
Artist Jojo Liu teaches the art of 
traditional Chinese calligraphy 
including how to hold a brush, write 
basic strokes and write standing.

LIBRARY EVENTS

YOGA
Monday, March 8, 9 a.m.
Get moving with this energizing 
and relaxing yoga sequence for 
all levels. Tap into the strength, 
balance, flexibility and relaxation 
that your body can provide you.

ASK A LAWYER
Tuesday, March 23, 6 p.m.
Orange County Bar Association will 
provide an open forum for individuals 
to speak with a panel of attorneys to 
get guidance on Family Law.
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ART & DISPLAY

CELEBRATING THE GENIUS 
OF WOMEN – 10 YEAR 
RETROSPECTIVE
Orlando Public Library
On Display March 8–April 23
View the works of past winners of the Annual 
Celebrating the Genius of Women art competition in 
this special exhibition.

Wonder Women
Thursday, March 4, 4 p.m.
Marvel at the contributions of some amazing 
women in history with brainy trivia and 
brilliant activities. Recommended for ages 
6–12.

Mary Wears What She Wants
Monday, March 15, 2 p.m.
Not too long ago, girls only wore dresses 
and only boys wore pants. Then came Mary! 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

The Notorious R.B.G. 
& Other Powerful Women
Monday, March 15, 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 25, 2 p.m.
It is never too early to start fighting for what 
you believe in. Celebrate outstanding women, 
like the late Ruth Bader Ginsburg, in this craft 
filled storytime. Recommended for ages 3–5.

Vamos a Cuba
Tuesday, March 16, 10 a.m.
Meet the queen of salsa, Cecilia Cruz, through 
an interactive bilingual storytime and learn 
about her journey of becoming a well-known 
singer in her homeland, Cuba. Recommended 
for ages 3–5.

Women Make History
Tuesday, March 16, 4 p.m.
Recognize the impact of powerful women 
who made awesome contributions to our 
history with stories, crafts and activities. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Pow-HER-ful
Thursday, March 18, 11 a.m.
With great power comes great responsibility. 
Explore the common empowering qualities 
of well-known women like Simone Biles, Frida 
Kahlo, Jane Goodall and more. Recommended 
for ages 3–5.

A Trip to Outer Space with Ellen Ochoa
Friday, March 19, 11 a.m.
All aboard the rocket ship! Soar around 
our solar system with Ellen Ochoa, the first 
Latina to travel into space. Learn about her 
adventure through an interactive storytime in 
English and Spanish. Recommended for ages 
3–5.

Painting with Georgia
Friday, March 19, 4 p.m.
Discover the art style of Georgia O’Keeffe and 
paint your own larger than life work of art. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

An Evening With Gigi Coleman
Monday, March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Meet Gigi Coleman the great niece 
of Bessie Coleman in this virtual 
event. Gigi Coleman will discuss 
the trailblazing life and legacy 
of Bessie Coleman the first Black 
woman to earn a pilot’s license. 

A Transcendent Reality by Maruchi Carmona
Mixed Media
34” x 31”

Sea and Sand by Peggi Nadeau
Laguna Clay Sculpture
11.75" x 13.75" x 12.5"

Step To Us by Zoraye Cyrus
Charcoal
60" x 96"
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

LANGUAGE LEARNING

“Hola Amigos” – 
Spanish from Zero for Kids
Mondays, March 1–15, 5 p.m.
This basic introduction to Spanish for kids 
includes pronunciation, greetings, short 
sentences, descriptions and vocabulary.

Basic Spanish
Tuesdays, March 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Get an introduction to basic Spanish 
pronunciation, alphabet, sounds, syllables 
and vocabulary building.

Spanish from Zero – 
Basics with Ms. Brenda
Tuesdays, March 2–16, 4 p.m.
Come learn the basic sounds of Spanish 
with Ms. Brenda.

Basic Spanish with Ms. Wilnelia
Tuesdays, March 2–23, 6 p.m.
Ms. Wilnelia will introduce learners who speak 
little to no Spanish to the basics sounds of 
the language. 

Intermediate Spanish
Wednesdays, March 3–31, 10:30 a.m.
Designed for intermediate Spanish speakers, 
build grammar by focusing on the parts 
of speech, verb conjugations, sentence 
structure and vocabulary building.

Practica Spanish Conversation
Wednesday, March 3–31, 4 p.m.
Practica tu español! Develop your Spanish 
language skills through conversation. 
Conversational topics and themed 
vocabulary will be provided. 
Recommended for ages 18 and up.

Spanish from Zero – 
Intermediate with Brenda
Thursdays, March 4 & 11, 4 p.m.
Learn Spanish grammar with Ms. Brenda.

Speaking Clearly Beginners
Mondays, March 1–29, Noon
This pronunciation class for beginners is 
designed to introduce learners to the basics of 
the sounds of English for pronunciation.

Writing Clearly Intermediate
Monday, March 1, 8, 22 & 29, 1:30 p.m.
Fridays, March 5, 12 & 26, 1:30 p.m.
This intermediate writing course focuses on 
grammar complex ideas, including sentence 
structures, phrases and vocabulary building.

English from Zero
Mondays, March 1–29, 3 p.m.
Thursday, March 4, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Fridays, March 5, 12 & 26, 10:30 a.m.
Saturdays, March 6–27, 10:30 a.m.
Learn and talk about new basic English 
vocabulary associated with different topics.

Conversation Hour
Monday, March 1, 4:15 p.m.
Tuesdays, March 2–30, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 2, 6 p.m.
Practice your English speaking skills with us in a 
virtual Conversation Hour. Each session will have 
specific topics for discussion.

English for Social Interactions
Monday, March 1–29, 7 p.m.
Learn different English idioms and phrases that 
are used to communicate on a daily basis.

Reading Clearly Beginning
Tuesdays, March 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Learn vocabulary, grammar and beginning 
reading comprehension skills.

Writing Clearly for Beginners
Tuesdays, March 2–30, Noon
Thursdays, March 4–25, Noon
A virtual meeting using Zoom where we will 
review different grammar points in English and 
basic sentence writing.

English for the Workplace
Tuesdays, March 2–30, 1:30 p.m.
Learn common phrases, vocabulary 
and interactions in the workplace.

Reading Clearly Intermediate
Wednesdays, March 3, 10, 24 & 31, 
12:30–2 p.m.
Learn, practice and discuss reading strategies 
and complex English vocabulary.

Speaking Clearly Intermediate
Fridays, March 5, 12 & 26, Noon
This intermediate pronunciation class is 
designed to introduce learners to the rules of 
spelling and pronunciation of English words 
and phrases.

LANGUAGE CLASSES

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)
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NUEVO EN LA BIBLIOTECA

Cómo ser antirracista
por Ibram X. Kendi
traducción de Cristina Lizarbe Ruiz
Un autor de bestsellers, ganador del Premio 
Nacional del Libro y profesor combina la ética, 
la historia, el derecho y la ciencia con una narrativa 
personal para describir cómo ir más allá de la 
conciencia del racismo y contribuir a hacer una 
sociedad justa y equitativa.
 
Encuéntrame
por André Aciman
traducción de Inmaculada C. Pérez Parra
En esta fascinante exploración de las variedades del 
amor, el autor del bestseller mundial Llámame por tu 
nombre vuelve a visitar sus complejos y cautivadores 
personajes décadas después de su primer encuentro.
 
Dune [Spanish ed.]
por Frank Herbert
La obra maestra clásica de Frank Herbert, un triunfo 
de la imaginación y una de las novelas de ciencia 
ficción más vendidas de todos los tiempos. Pronto 
será llevada al cine bajo la dirección de Denis 
Villeneuve.

 
El actor: cómo alcanzar la autenticidad
por Don Miguel Ruiz y Barbara Emrys
Explora el comportamiento humano desde el 
punto de vista de un actor, describiendo cómo 
todos en la vida eligen desempeñar un papel, 
comportándose de manera única con diferentes 
personas y en diferentes entornos, y ofrece consejos 
y sugerencias para recuperar nuestra autenticidad.
 
Los chicos de la Nickel
por Colson Whitehead
traducción de Luis Murillo Fort
Después de El ferrocarril subterráneo, Colson 
Whitehead gana el Pulitzer por segunda vez con 
esta estremecedora historia sobre dos amigos que 
luchan por su supervivencia.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

FIBER ARTS

CREATE DELICATE LACE
Make perfect accessories for warm spring evenings. Learn 
to alternate stitches with open work to make delicate and 
beautiful knitted lace.

Knit Shawls: Triangular Shawls –
Confident Beginner Level
Monday, March 1, 10 a.m.–Noon
Add elegance and warmth to any outfit with a delicate 
shawl. Learn how to knit a classic triangular shawl from a 
small sample to a large shawl.

Let’s Knit Facial Cloths –
Confident Beginner Level
Saturday, March 6, 3–4:30 p.m.
Create reusable face cloths with a simple lace edge. This 
fun pattern can be upsized for wash cloths, baby blankets 
or afghans. Learn how to add a lace edge with simple 
increases and decreases.

Let’s Knit Lace Scarves:  
Chart 1 – Intermediate Level
Monday, March 8, 10 a.m.–Noon
Learn to knit lace! From reading charts to creating intricate 
lacework, we’ll guide you step-by-step in this project. In 
Chart 1, learn to read charts, create a provisional cast-on 
and lace stitches.

LEARN TO KNIT!
Knitting is a relaxing hobby that 
occupies your mind and hands. Pick 
up a new hobby perfect for time at 
home.

Let’s Knit Level 1 – Beginner Level
Monday, March 15, 10 a.m.–Noon
Start knitting today! Learn basic 
techniques while creating your first 
project, a bookmark for your next 
favorite read. 

Let’s Knit Level 2 – Beginner Level
Saturday, March 20, 3–4:30 p.m.
Continue your knitting journey. Make 
a bookmark while learning how to 
purl, read stitches and use stitch 
markers to keep track of your work.

Let’s Knit Coasters:  
Garter Stitch – Beginner Level
Monday, March 29, 10 a.m.–Noon
Create cute coasters while practicing 
your new knitting skills. Practice 
pattern reading, casting on, the knit 
stitch and binding off.

PET PALS
Give your pet a handmade blanket or accessory. Whether 
you crochet or sew you’ll be able to make a stylish item 
perfect for your pet.
 
Let’s Crochet Dandy Dog Sweaters –
Intermediate Level
Wednesdays, March 3–24, 10–11:30 a.m.
Make your furry friend something to keep them warm in 
this four-day series. Join us to practice working in the round 
using skills from our level 1 and 2 classes.
 
Sewing: Easy Fleece Blanket –
Beginner Level
Friday, March 5, 10 a.m.–Noon
Fleece blankets are extra cozy and they make great gifts. 
We’ll be creating a finished blanket edge, to make an easy 
small or large blanket.

Let’s Crochet Pet Bow Accessories –
Confident Beginner Level
Friday, March 5, 2–3:30 p.m.
Create a fun accessory for your furry friend! Learn how to 
create a bow for your pet’s collar using beginner stitches.

Sewing: Pet Collar –
Beginner Level
Saturday, March 13, 10 a.m.–Noon
Tired of those mundane collars? Let’s make one together 
with pizzazz. We will be using basic sewing techniques in 
this class to create a pet collar.

Sewing: Pet Dress – 
Beginner Level
Friday, March 19, 10 a.m.–Noon
Just in time for spring, let your pet walk that runway in a 
glamorous breezy number. Using basic sewing skills and a 
pattern we will sew a basic pet dress.
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TECHNOLOGY
MAKE WORD WORK FOR YOU
Make Microsoft Word documents with ease. Create 
modern formatted letters and reports, then send them to 
your mailing list with just a few clicks.

Microsoft Word Level 1 
Tuesdays, March 2, 9 & 23, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, March 3, 1 p.m.
Thursday, March 18, 1 p.m.
Create polished documents in Microsoft Word. Navigate 
the Word user interface and apply basic word processing 
techniques to create a formatted letter. Ensure readability 
with basic review tools.

Microsoft Word Level 2
Tuesday, March 2, 9 & 23, 11:15 a.m.
Wednesday, March 3, 2:15 p.m.
Thursday, March 18, 2:15 p.m.
Contact your mailing list with ease. Use the Mail Merge 
wizard to create personalized letters and emails.

Microsoft Word Level 3
Tuesdays, March 2, 9 & 23, 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday, March 3, 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 18, 3:30 p.m.
Use templates with ease. Modify text and picture 
placeholders, explore paste options, format pictures and 
insert charts.

Microsoft Word Level 4
Tuesday, March 2, 9 & 23, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, March 3, 4:45 p.m.
Thursday, March 18, 4:45 p.m.
Create professional reports. Unify formatting with themes 
and shading, organize topics with titles and headers, and 
distribute the finished document through printing and 
sharing options.

 
PRESENT POWERFULLY 
WITH POWERPOINT
Create powerful presentations with PowerPoint. Add text, 
graphics and videos to your slides to wow your audience.
 
Microsoft PowerPoint Level 1
Friday, March 12, 10 a.m.
Monday, March 15, 10:30 a.m.
Identify the basic features and tools to get you started. 
Learn how to create a presentation by using templates, 
text and picture files.

Microsoft PowerPoint Level 2
Friday, March 12, 11:15 a.m.
Monday, March 15, 11:45 p.m.
Capture your audience attention with a visually compelling 
presentation. Learn how to insert and customize SmartArt 
graphics, tables, charts and video.
 
Microsoft PowerPoint Level 3
Friday, March 12, 12:30 p.m.
Monday, March 15, 1:15 p.m.
Get more precise control over your presentation. Learn 
how to insert slide transitions, add animations and 
hyperlinks. Create a customized photo album with simple 
to use tools.
 
Microsoft PowerPoint – Create Custom Templates
Friday, March 12, 1:45 p.m.
Monday, March 15, 2:30 p.m.
Create consistency for your business by making a custom 
presentation template. Learn how to customize a theme 
and to format slides through the slide master that updates 
every slide in a presentation.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

CUISINE CORNER
CUISINE CORNER: MOFONGO
Wednesday, March 24, 6 p.m.
Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and 
founder of Breaking Bread with Mira and 
certified holistic life coach, shows you 
how to make delicious mofongo on our 
Instagram Live.
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MELROSE CENTER

Podcast Clinic – Getting Started
Thursday, March 4, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Thinking about starting a podcast? We’ll take you 
through gear and available software, followed by 
a Q&A session.

Podcast Clinic – Editing Techniques
Friday, March 5, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Learn podcast editing techniques with our audio 
engineers, followed by a Q&A session.

FANTASTIC PUZZLES
Saturdays, March 13 & 27, 11 a.m.
The key to this puzzle is in your hands! Assemble, 
create and decorate your own fantasy themed 
plywood puzzle and key holder.

MELROSE FILM FESTIVAL
Accepting Submissions
March 1–May 1
The Melrose Film Festival seeks to 
highlight the work of imaginative 
filmmakers across the globe. Interested 
in submitting your short film, animation 
or music video? Submissions will be 
accepted March 1 through May1 at 
filmfreeway.com/MelroseFilmFestival. 
The festival will be held virtually in 
September featuring screenings of 
selected films, industry panels and 
Q&A discussions.

Adobe Illustrator Level 1
Tuesday, March 23, 2 p.m.
Turn scanned drawings into sleek 
vector graphics. Apply several 
design techniques and use 
common editing tools to trace and 
color artwork as well as manage 
objects and layers.

Adobe Illustrator Level 2
Tuesday, March 23, 3:30 p.m.
Design professional-looking 
stationery using Adobe Illustrator. 
Create and arrange text and image 
assets and use masks, transparency 
and blending modes to create 
eye-catching designs.

Adobe Illustrator Level 3
Thursday, March 25, 2 p.m.
Explore the benefits of having 
a defined and consistent visual 
design style. Use a variety of tools 
and techniques to apply styles 
such as watercolor, flat, outline 
and more.

Adobe Illustrator Level 4
Thursday, March 25, 3:30 p.m.
Design a poster in Adobe 
Illustrator. Use the Transform 
options to scale objects, frame 
images using the Transparency 
panel and speed up text 
formatting with Paragraph Styles.
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The NEA Big Read is a program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts designed to 

broaden our understanding of our world, our 
communities and ourselves through the joy 
of sharing a good book. Showcasing a diverse 
range of contemporary titles that reflect many 
different voices and perspectives, the NEA Big 
Read aims to inspire conversation and discovery. 
Orange County Library System, in partnership 
with Valencia College, is one of 84 not-for-profit 
organizations to receive a grant to host an NEA 
Big Read campaign for 2020–2021. The two 
organizations are teaming up this spring to 
celebrate Lab Girl, a memoir by award-winning 
American geobiologist Hope Jahren.

Readers of all ages are invited to participate 
in virtual events and activities that honor the 
themes of the book. The campaign kicks off 
with a virtual discussion on where curiosity can 
lead with The Power of Curiosity with Emily 
Graslie, former Chief Curiosity Correspondent 

for the Chicago Field Museum and creator of 
The Brain Scoop YouTube channel. Library staff 
will host book discussions and offer a free copy 
of Lab Girl to all attendees to keep for their 
personal libraries. Lab Girl author Hope Jahren 
will offer a virtual Keynote from Oslo, Norway, 
on April 17, to discuss her work as an author 
and scientist. Parents with early learners are 
invited to take a stroll along a StoryWalk, an 
educational opportunity that invites families to 
share a book posted along a popular walking 
path in the community. Kids will find take-and-
make craft kits at library locations and may 
attend events on a wide range of subjects, 
including conservation with Green Thumbs, 
Dirty Feet, physics with Roller Coaster Physics, 
botany with Powerful Pollinators, and the power 
of mindfulness with A World of Pausabilities. 
Teens are invited to attend the Women in STEM 
Panel which will bring women from across the 
spectrum of science, technology, engineering 
and math to share what inspired them, what 

they are doing now and how they got there. 
Local chefs will offer recipes and cooking tips 
with plant-based recipes, while local farmers 
teach the basics of starting an herb garden 
at home. Additional events for adults on 
composting, mushroom cultivation and Florida 
habitats and ecology will run throughout the 
series from March 28 through April 24. The 
campaign culminates in a Gardening Festival 
day of workshops with events from local 
organizations. 

Visit ocls.info/bigread for details on book 
discussions, additional recommended reads and 
reading challenges as well as a complete listing 
of NEA Big Read events. 

HOPE JAHREN’S LAB GIRL IS THIS YEAR’S BIG READ 
by Stephanie Lum, 
Assistant Manager, Melrose Center

People 
are like plants. 

They grow toward 
the light.

– from Lab Girl
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

Garden of My Mind
Saturday, March 27, 3 p.m.
Bring your drafts or use our prompts 
and join your fellow writers in this 
virtual write-in. Explore your mind 
and creativity with prompts focused 
on personal growth and nature.

The Power of Curiosity 
with Emily Graslie
Sunday, March 28, 2 p.m.
Emily Graslie is the former Chief 
Curiosity Correspondent for the 
Chicago Field Museum and creator 
of the The Brain Scoop YouTube 
channel. Join us for a discussion on 
where your curiosity can lead!

Green Thumbs, Dirty Feet
Monday, March 29, 3 p.m.
Enjoy Mother Earth and all 
she has to give. Get your feet 
dirty and explore in the garden 
with fun games and activities. 
Recommended for ages 6–9.

Science Fair Charts with Excel
Monday, March 29, 4 p.m.
Create amazing science fair charts 
to wow the judges using Microsoft 
Excel. Learn how to use the tools 
needed to create basic graphs to 
display your data. Recommended 
for ages 10–12.

Roller Coaster Physics
Tuesday, March 30, 2 p.m.
Three ingredients are needed for 
any good roller coaster: gravity, 
energy and engineers! Build a 
coaster using the Engineering 
Design Process and learn about 
energy. Recommended for ages 
6–12.

Southwest Book Club
Tuesday, March 30, 7–8:45 p.m.
Discuss the NEA Big Read selection 
Lab Girl by award-winning 
paleobiologist Hope Jahren. In her 
memoir, she traces her childhood 
in her father’s laboratory, her 
longtime relationship with a 
brilliant but wounded colleague 
and the remarkable discoveries 
they have made both in the lab 
and during extensive field research 
assignments. Recommended for 
ages 18 and up.

Florida Habitats and Ecology
Tuesday, March 30, 7:30 p.m.
Caroline Chomanics of Fleet 
Farming educates on the basics 
of five Florida habitats including 
the flora and fauna that call these 
ecosystems home, as well as a 
conversation on native landscaping.

Project Wild: Wild Words
Wednesday, March 31, 1 p.m.
Elementary age participants will 
research naturalists and create their 
very own nature journal.

Art 101– Botanical Art
Wednesday, March 31, 6:30–7:45 p.m.
Learn the history of botanical art 
and create your own botanical 
painting in watercolor. Participants 
will need a pencil, carbon transfer 
paper, watercolor paper and 
watercolor paints.

Women in STEM Panel
Wednesday, March 31, 7:30 p.m.
Women from across the spectrum 
of STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) share what 
inspired them, what they are doing 
now and how they got there. 
Recommended for ages 13 and up.

BIG READ EVENTS

NEA Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the 
Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest. El proyecto NEA Big Read 
es una iniciativa del National Endowment for the Arts (el Fondo 
Nacional para las Artes de Estados Unidos) en cooperación con 
Arts Midwest.
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BOOK CLUBS
Southeast Book Club
Monday, March 8, 7 p.m.
A meetup to chat about a book of your choice.

Alafaya Book Club
Thursday, March 11, 7 p.m.
This club will discuss The Book of Lost Names by 
Kristin Harmel. Escaping from Paris in 1942 after 
the arrest of her father, a Polish Jew, a graduate 
student finds refuge in a small mountain town, 
where she forges identity documents to help 
hundreds of Jewish children flee the Nazis.

Winter Garden Book Club
Thursday, March 25, 6 p.m.
A discussion about The Alice Network by Kate 
Quinn. This enthralling New York Times bestseller 
is a historical novel about an all female spy ring 
which operated during World War II.

MEET THE AUTHORS: 
WOMEN OF MYSTERY
Saturday, March 20, 2 p.m.
Enjoy a conversation with women crime writers 
moderated by award-winning author Kellye Garrett. 
Featuring Amy Gentry, Susan Elia MacNeal, Elizabeth 
Little and Tori Eldridge.
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Emotional Resonance in Fiction
Tuesday, March 2, 6:30 p.m.
Creating emotional resonance with 
characters generates reader engagement 
and keeps readers turning the page. 
Author David Slayton will teach 
techniques for connecting emotions to 
characters and readers.

Worldbuilding in Sci-fi  
& Fantasy Fiction
Sunday, March 7, 4 p.m.
Create a world worthy of your characters 
and plot. Editor Stephen Morgan will 
present specific questions to ask about 
how your world and society functions 
before you write the first word.

The Basics of Writing Picture Books
Tuesday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Author Tracy C. Gold will discuss different 
kinds of picture books, the current picture 
book market, lead a creativity-boosting 
exercise and offer tips for after you’ve 
written a few picture books.

OCLS Writer’s Group
Sunday, March 14, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, 
discussion and camaraderie. Writers of 
all genres and experience are welcome. 
Please attend one meeting before 
submitting a piece for critique.

WRITERS 
CORNER
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Phantasmagoria
Wednesday, March 10, 9 p.m.
A Victorian horror troupe performs 
for a unique St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration! Explore the Irish side 
of haunted poetry, tales of terror, 
ghostly legends, folklore and more. 

Cuisine Corner Jr.:  
Rainbow Fruit Nachos
Thursday, March 11, 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by 
preparing a fun and edible fruit 
rainbow. Recommended for ages 
6–12.

Little Shamrock
Tuesday, March 16, 11 a.m.
Follow the rainbow with your little 
lucky charms for an Irish feast of 
fun with interactive stories and 
everything green. Recommended 
for ages 3–5.

St. Paddy’s Day Science Lab 
Tuesday, March 16, 4 p.m.
Test your luck with a shamrock 
science experiment and food color 
rainbow labs. Recommended for 
ages 9–12.

Lucky Charm
Wednesday, March 17, 10 a.m.
Expand your knowledge of Irish 
culture and make your very own 
lucky charm. Recommended for 
families.

Cuisine Corner Jr.:  
Cheesy Green Hummus
Wednesday, March 17, 4 p.m.
Play with the color of your food 
and turn it into something new. 
With its creamy texture and 
delicious flavor, this savory recipe 
will be the highlight of your party. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Fun with Science –  
Walking Rainbow
Monday, March 22, 11 a.m.
Make your very own rainbow from 
just three colors. Enjoy a storytime 
and come back to a special 
surprise. Recommended for ages 
3–5.

Luck o’ the Irish
Wednesday, March 17, 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate the luck of the Irish with 
fun crafts, a story and interesting 
facts.

IRISH AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

Cuisine Corner Jr.: 
St. Patrick’s Day Snacks
Wednesday, March 10, 5 p.m.
Learn how to make some easy treats 
for St. Patrick’s Day. Celebrate with tasty 
green snacks any leprechaun would love. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.
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GENEALOGY
Working on the Railroad: 
Railroad Record
Tuesday, March 2, 1 p.m.
Do you have an ancestor who 
worked for the railroads? Learn 
where to turn to discover 
information about the railroad, its 
records and where you might find 
them.

Finding Your Roots 
Genealogy 101
Wednesday, March 3, 6:30 p.m.
Are you interested in learning about 
your family history but don’t know 
where to begin? This program will 
help you get started by introducing 
you to genealogical terms, 
techniques and resources.

Family Tree Guide to 
DNA Testing Study Group
Thursdays, March 4–25, Noon
Our genetic genealogy study group 
will teach you how DNA test results 
can help to confirm, extend and 
deepen your genealogical research.

Genealogy Research 
Project Start-to-Finish
Tuesday, March 9, 1 p.m.
Get your genealogy research 
on track. Learn how to organize 
information at the beginning of 
your genealogy research project 
in order to help you develop and 
implement an effective research 
plan.

Finding Your Roots 
Census Records
Wednesday, March 10, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about what information is 
contained in each of the censuses 
and discover how to use all of the 
various bits of information from 
the census as clues to further your 
research.

Beginning Your Family History 
Research Online
Tuesday, March 16, 1 p.m.
Learn how to utilize the internet 
for your family history research. 
Discover what is and what is not 
online. Become familiar with the 
leading genealogy websites as well 
as some lesser-known gems.

Finding Your Roots Vital Records
Wednesday, March 17, 6:30 p.m.
Births, marriages and deaths are 
important pieces of information for 
your family history. Become familiar 
with the key sources for locating 
your ancestors’ vital records.

Sunday Morning Genealogy
Sunday, March 21, 11 a.m.
Grab a cup of coffee (or tea) and 
join us for this Sunday morning 
genealogy hangout. Feel free to ask 
any type of genealogy question or 
propose a genealogy discussion 
topic.

Organizing Your Family 
History Research
Tuesday, March 23, 1 p.m.
Keep your genealogy research on 
track by staying organized. Learn 
how to organize your genealogy 
documents and do your research in 
a systematic manner.

Finding Your Roots Land Records
Wednesday, March 24, 6:30 p.m.
Learn about deeds, mortgages, 
platting and surveys. Discover the 
difference between metes and 
bounds states and public land 
record states.

Genealogy Research 
Question Workshop
Tuesday, March 30, 1 p.m.
Sharpen your genealogy skills and 
learn about resources by sharing 
your research questions.

Finding Your Roots 
Probate Records
Wednesday, March 31, 6:30 p.m.
Learn what these records are, where 
they are located and how to best 
utilize them in your family history 
research.
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In 1893, 10 Orlando women 
gathered to organize a study

and social group. They named 
their group the Sorosis Club, after 
the Latin word for sisterhood, and 
shortly thereafter began meeting
regularly at members’ homes to 
discuss literature and civic matters.

With Sorosis growing, regular club 
events moved to the Knox-Bacon 
Building, an historically preserved 
landmark located on East Pine 
Street. Half of the Knox-Bacon 
building was then owned by Winter 
Park resident, Mrs. Comstock, who 
graciously offered the second floor 
of the building as a meeting space 
for the group. Following the passing 
of the original building owner’s wife, 
the space was presented to Sorosis 
as a permanent clubhouse.

By the late 1890s, membership in 
Sorosis had risen to include more 
than 25 women. No longer content 
to be just a collective of congenial 
women, Sorosis set their sights on 
improving the overall education and 
quality of life for Orlando residents. 
To accomplish this, Sorosis set about 
collecting sizable contributions of 
books from community members, 
and opening the very first lending 
library in Orlando. Sorosis members 
and non-members alike were 
invited to visit the second floor 
of the Knox-Bacon building and 
check out books for a flat price per 
item borrowed. Initially, the library 
was open just eight hours a week: 
three hours on Thursdays, and five 
hours on Saturdays, but community 
demand necessitated increasing the 
operating hours to two hours a day, 
seven days a week.

With library service proving too 
popular to ignore, Sorosis petitioned 
the local government to found a 
public library system. Thanks to 
vocal support from the community, 
and the sizable donation of 
materials from Captain Charles 
Albertson, Sorosis’ campaign proved 
successful: In 1921, Orlando reached 
an agreement to erect the Albertson 
Public Library.

By then, Sorosis had moved on 
from the Knox-Bacon building and 
into a new clubhouse on Liberty 
Street. What remained of the 
Sorosis lending library was donated 
to Albertson Public Library and 
included in the circulating collection 
when the building opened to 
residents in 1923.

Following the library’s opening, 
the women of Sorosis remained 
extraordinarily devoted to 
philanthropy and local civic issues, 
offering scholarships and playing 
an instrumental role in passing 
legislation which recognized Loch 
Haven Park as a cultural center in 
perpetuity. Sorosis also continued 
to be a vital partner to the freshly 
formed library, raising the funds 

necessary for bookmobile service 
which brought library resources 
to the more rural areas of Orange 
County.

In 1972, Sorosis relocated again to 
their current clubhouse on East
Livingston Street, and to this day 
remain engaged in community 
service projects throughout Central 
Florida.

While Sorosis is not as commonly 
cited in the history of Orange 
County Library System as Captain 
Charles Albertson, they were the 
pinion in the mechanism which 
brought public library service to 
the community, and were therefore 
no less foundational. To learn more 
about Sorosis’ contributions to 
the library, as well as their tireless 
dedication to the cultural growth 
and development of Orlando, visit 
orlandomemory.info.

OUR HISTORY 
SPEAKS VOLUMES: 
SOROSIS WOMEN’S CLUB 
by Mike Donohue, Community Outreach Coordinator
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FURTHER READING ON 
MISTER ROGERS 
 
Officer Clemmons: A Memoir 
by Dr. François Clemmons 
Clemmons made history as the first 
African American actor to have a 
recurring role on a children’s television 
program. Intimately told, this is the 
story of his life and the affect and 
influence Mister Rogers had on it. 
 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood: 
A Visual History 
by Melissa Wagner, Tim Lybarger, 
and Jenna McGuiggan 
Foreword by Tom Hanks 
Go behind-the-scenes of Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood with this 
unprecedented dive into its storied 
history. This is a visual celebration 
of the show featuring exclusive 
photographs; a guide to the 
characters, puppets and episodes;  
and original interviews. 
 
Sunny Days: The Children’s Television 
Revolution That Changed America 
by David Kamp 
Foreword by Questlove 
The story of the cultural heroes 
who created the beloved children’s 
TV programs Sesame Street, The 
Electric Company, Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood, Free to Be … You and 
Me and Schoolhouse Rock! – which 
transformed American childhood 
for the better, teaching kids about 
diversity, the ABCs and feminism 
through a fun, funky 1970s lens. 
 

If you state that Mister Rogers is 
everybody’s favorite neighbor, you’re 

unlikely to get much debate. From 
1968 to 2001, Fred Rogers’ half-hour 
educational children’s television show 
made a positive impact in lives of young 
ones and on society as a whole. We 
continue our Peace & Trust book list with 
The Good Neighbor by Maxwell King; it’s 
apropos that we highlight this book in 
this month as March 20 is Fred Rogers’ 
birthday. 
 
Maxwell King’s biography is considered 
by many to be the definitive portrait of 
the beloved icon. Drawing on original 
interviews, oral histories, and archival 
documents, Maxwell King traces Rogers’ 
personal, professional, and artistic life 
through decades of work, including a 
surprising decision to walk away from 
the show to make television for adults, 
only to return to the neighborhood with 
increasingly sophisticated episodes, 
written in collaboration with experts on 
childhood development. 
 
Mister Rogers made the world a better 
place through the unlikely medium of 
television. He helped young audiences 

face complex issues such as divorce, 
discipline, mistakes, anger and 
competition. His approach was subtle, but 
also radical. In The Good Neighbor, François 
Clemmons recounts a 1969 episode in 
which his character, Officer Clemmons, 
and Mister Rogers put their feet in a 
wading pool. The scene made a powerful 
statement against racism without directly 
addressing the issue. 
 
While generations have every right to 
claim Rogers as their neighbor, Mister 
Rogers actually was our neighbor having 
graduated from Rollins College where he 
met his wife, Joanne. The two maintained 
close ties to the school until their deaths, 
Fred in 2003 and Joanne in January of this 
year, and had a residence in Winter Park. 
On his wall hung a photo of a marble 
tablet sign found on Rollins campus and 
King documents a time when Rogers 
referred to it in an interview. The sign 
reads: Life is for service. 
 
Read to Understand: Peace & Trust is a year-
long series in recognition of the International 
Year of Peace & Trust as designated by the 
United Nations.
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READ TO UNDERSTAND: 
PEACE & TRUST

The Good Neighbor: 
The Life And Work Of Fred Rogers 
By Maxwell King
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NEXT CHAPTER

JOBSEEKERS
For more jobseeker classes, visit ocls.info/jobseekers.

CITIZENSHIP INSPIRED

Career Academy – Perfecting Your Resume
Tuesdays, March 2 & 16, 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 30, 6:30 p.m.
Get noticed! Elevate your job application with best practices in 
crafting a resume and cover letter.

Career Academy – Interview Like a Pro
Tuesday, March 9, 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 23, 6:30 p.m.
You’ve landed an interview! Now what? Get tips that will help you to 
practice and prepare, and to write a memorable thank you letter.

Internet Security
Thursday, March 18, 12:10 p.m.
Feel more secure navigating the web. Explore internet 
security basics, including cookies and methods to control 
them. Discover ways to improve the security of your data 
as it travels across the web.

Senior Living Options –  
Smarter Senior Seminar Series
Wednesday, March 24, 10:30 a.m.
Have your questions about senior living options 
answered by professionals from the community. Learn 
about independent living, assisted living and memory 
options.

Citizenship Inspired
Mondays, March 1 & 8, 3:30–5:30 p.m.
Thursdays, March 4–25, 3–4:30 p.m.
During this four-class program, students will meet to prepare for the U.S. 
Naturalization Test and Interview.

Citizenship Inspired – 2008
Tuesdays, March 2–23, 3–5 p.m.
Students will meet via Zoom to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization Test 
and Interview, with the 2008 version of the Civics Test.

Citizenship Inspired – 2020
Wednesdays, March 3–24, 3–5 p.m.
Students will meet via Zoom to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization Test 
and Interview, with the 2020 version of the Civics Test.



21

Window World of Central Florida, a locally 
owned provider of window and door 

replacement based in Orlando, has donated 
$50,000 to Orange County Library System 
in support of its annual Summer Reading 
Program. The donation will help the library 
provide learning opportunities to children of 
all ages and promote literacy to thousands of 
children living in Orange County.

The Summer Reading Program is the library’s 
largest annual initiative. Its highlights include 
camps where kids can learn about anything 
from sewing to video production, and 
participate in reading challenges, educational 
presentations and activities for families. 
The goal is to encourage kids to continue 
learning when schools are closed for summer 
break and cultivate a love for reading. Last 
year, more than 83,000 children, teens and 
adults participated in our Summer Reading 
Program, which was offered virtually due to 
COVID-19.

 

The money from Window World’s generous 
donation will be used to provide prizes for 
children who participate in Summer Reading 
Program challenges. Examples of prizes given 
in the past include backpacks loaded with 
school supplies, sports equipment, bicycles 
and art supplies.

“I love kids, I love Orlando, I love Orange 
County Library System,” said Brian Tillman, 
owner of Window World of Central Florida. 
“I participated in summer programs when I 
was a kid, and I spent more hours than I can 
count at the library. I love that Window World 
can help kids have a special summer and get 
them interested in worthwhile things.”

The donation will make it possible for the 
library to invest in prizes like e-readers and 
laptops – items that are critical for learning in 
the virtual environment.

 “Given the year so many families have 
endured, we want to provide children 
and teens with incentives that promote 
educational development, creativity and a 
healthy and active lifestyle,” said Mary Anne 
Hodel, library director and CEO of Orange 
County Library System. “This is the largest 
donation for Summer Reading Program 
from a locally owned company we have ever 
received. We are so grateful to Window World 
for making it possible for us to offer a robust 
and rewarding Summer Reading Program.”

The 2021 Summer Reading Program takes 
place from May 30 to August 1. Its theme 
is Tails and Tales – exploration of amazing 
Florida wildlife and fantastical folktales. Events 
and programs focus on interactive learning 
through arts and crafts, science projects, 
cooking classes and more. Bilingual classes, 
reading challenges and technology camps 
will also be available. All Summer Reading 
Program classes, events, camps and programs 
are free for Orange County Library System 
cardholders.

WINDOW WORLD OF CENTRAL FLORIDA DONATES $50,000 
TO SUPPORT OCLS SUMMER READING PROGRAM

by Erin Sullivan,
 Public Relations Administrator
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Self-A-STEAM with Sally Ride
Monday, March 15, 3 p.m.
Sally Ride is an amazing woman. Discover 
how she helped advance science, technology, 
engineering and math. Challenge some of 
these skills of your own. Recommended for ages 
6–12.
 
Self-A-STEAM: Amelia Earhart
Tuesday, March 16, 3 p.m.
Learn about Amelia Earhart, an amazing 
woman who made a difference in our lives! 
Experience how Amelia Earhart has helped 
advance science, technology, engineering, arts 
and math. Recommended for ages 9–12.
 
Self-A-STEAM: Grace Hopper
Thursday, March 18, 3 p.m.
If you use a computer, you can thank Grace 
Hopper! Find out how her contributions in the 
field of computer programming affect the way 
we use computers today. Recommended for 
ages 6-12.
 
Self-A-STEAM: Imogen Cunningham
Friday, March 19, 3 p.m.
Imogen Cunningham was a famous 
photographer. Discover how she helped 
advance science, technology, engineering, art 
and math. Challenge some of these skills of 
your own. Recommended for ages 6–12.

Florida History SHEroes! Bessie Coleman
Monday, March 15, 11 a.m.
Learn all about aviation pioneer, Bessie 
Coleman. Play a themed memory game and 
use what you learn to fly through a virtual 
escape challenge! Recommended for ages 5–7.
 
Florida History SHEroes!  
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Wednesday, March 17, 1 p.m.
Explore how conservation hero Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas helped save the Everglades! 
Play Everglades I-Spy and tackle a virtual escape 
game. Recommended for ages 7–9.

Florida History SHEroes! 
Joanne Hardin Morgan
Friday, March 19, 2 p.m.
Learn why Engineer Joanne Hardin Morgan 
was a NASA trailblazer! Play a speedy Space 
Scavenger Hunt and blast out of a virtual 
escape game. Recommended for ages 9–11.

Breaking 
Barriers: 
Women’s 
History Spring 
Break 2021

A week-long series of events focused 
on women’s contributions in the 
sciences and arts.

Hosted in partnership with Orange 
County Regional History Center.

Monday–Friday,
March 15–19

SELF-A-STEAM EVENTS SHEROES EVENTS
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STEAM SPRING BREAK EVENTS
Book Making for Kids
Monday, March 15, 9:30 a.m.
Learn how to make books to tell 
your story. Using one sheet of 
paper, we will make paper book 
structures and decorate the cover. 
Recommended for ages 10–12.

Make Pop Up Cards
Monday, March 15,  
10:30–11:15 a.m.
Create graphics with a simple 
to use programming language. 
Processing is used to create data 
visualization programs, interactive 
media, 3D art and multimedia 
software. Recommended for 
ages 7–9.
 
Build an Air Bazooka!
Monday, March 15, 11 a.m.
The fun will blow you away! We’re 
assembling an air vortex cannon 
using household items.
 
Make Pop Up Cards
Monday, March 15, 1–1:45 p.m.
Create interactive graphics with 
a simple to use programming 
language. Learn to program mouse 
interactions to add and change 
a shape’s size, color and location. 
Recommended for ages 10–12.
 

Fundamentals of Sound for 
Audio Engineering
Monday, March 15, 2–3:30 p.m.
Discuss how the physics of sound 
affects recordings. Learn key digital 
audio concepts, including sample 
rate, bit depth and file types. 
Recommended for ages 15 and up.

Build a Racecar!
Tuesday, March 16, 11 a.m.
Get ready for the track with your 
own racecar! Assemble and 
decorate your own plywood model 
race car (car kit provided).

Block Printing for Kids 
Tuesday, March 16, 11:30 a.m.
Discover pattern making using 
block printing. Create a yarn block 
to print on paper. Test different 
prints using everyday materials. 
Recommended for ages 10–12.

Hand Sewing (Ages 7–9)
Tuesday, March 16, 2 p.m.
Learn the basics of hand sewing 
while sewing a felt spring flower 
envelope.

Songwriting Workshop
Tuesday–Thursday,  
March 16–18, 3 p.m.
Would you like to learn how 
songwriters create the soundtracks 
to our lives? Singer/songwriter 
Marko Torres teaches song 
structure, melody creation and lyric 
writing in this three-day workshop.
 
Tower of Papel
Wednesday, March 17, 
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Learn about bridges and their 
construction. Use the engineering 
design process to build an 
observation tower out of paper and 
tape.
 
Hand Sewing (Ages 10–12)
Wednesday, March 17, 2 p.m.
Learn basic hand sewing skills while 
making a fashionable envelope bag 
with a button.
 
littleBits for Kids
Thursday, March 18, 11 a.m.
Use littleBits synth kit to explore 
energy and sound. Watch or build 
along to learn about synthesizer 
modulators like the oscillator, 
random and envelope.
 

Hand Sewing (Ages 13–17)
Thursday, March 18, 2 p.m.
Learn basic hand sewing skills while 
making a fashionable envelope bag 
with a button.
 
Retro 8-Bit Video Game Music
Friday, March 19, 11 a.m.
We’re paying homage to 8-bit 
video games by learning how 
to transform modern game 
soundtracks into retro sound using 
MIDI.
 
Design a Logo with Illustrator
Friday, March 19, 11 a.m.
Create a logo using graphic 
design theory for concepts, 
color and font choices. Learn 
the basics of designing a brand 
logo using vector graphics tools. 
Recommended for ages 13 and up.

For even more spring break events, 
visit ocls.info/schoolbreak.

Make a LEGO Movie
Monday–Wednesday, March 15–17, 6 p.m.
Learn how to create a LEGO stop motion 
movie. Recommended for families with 
children ages 9 and up.
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K–12 LEARNING AT HOME & HOMESCHOOL

CLUB
BizKids Club Online
Saturdays, March 27–May 15, 10–11:30 a.m.
Ready to become an entrepreneur? Join the BizKids 
Club, an instructor-led virtual program that introduces 
students ages 9–14 to the world of business and 
entrepreneurship. Engage in fun interactive activities to 
create a business plan, design marketing materials and 
pitch your business idea.

ONLINE

Homeschool Meetup: 
The Art of Mary Blair
Monday, March 1, 1 p.m.
Learn about Disney artist Mary 
Blair and create a vivid abstract 
collage inspired by her artwork. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Wild Earth: Natural Disasters
Wednesday, March 3, 2 p.m.
Engage in experiments that test our 
natural world. Learn about animals, 
conservation and the sciences about 
the Earth. Recommended for ages 
6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: Lights, 
Camera, Alice! and Other Women 
Behind the Camera
Monday, March 8, 1 p.m.
Grab some popcorn and learn about 
Alice Guy-Blaché, the first female 
film director. We will also be learning 
about other spectacular women 
who make the movies we love! 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Super Science: Better 
Living with Chemistry
Wednesday, March 10, 2 p.m.
Each month we will conduct 
awesome experiments, learning all 
about chemistry, physics and more. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Beatrix Potter’s Animal Tales
Monday, March 15, 1 p.m.
Explore the art and literature of 
Beatrix Potter and discover why she 
wrote simple stories about animals. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetups: Pocahontas
Monday, March 22, 1 p.m.
Travel back in time to colonial 
America and hear the life and 
impact of the legendary Pocahontas. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool Meetup: 
Guardians of the Planet
Monday, March 29, 1 p.m.
Discover some amazing women who 
have contributed to the welfare of 
our planet by protecting the wild. 
Recommended for ages 6–12.

Homeschool – Teaching Energy and Motion
Thursday, March 25, 11 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
What goes up, must come down in this educator 
lesson plan featuring energy and motion! Learn 
tips on teaching middle and high schoolers 
about potential and kinetic energy with paper 
roller coasters. Recommended for ages 18 and 
up.
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FAMILY

MODERN
PARENTING
Family Zumba
Saturday, March 20, 11 a.m.
Get your family moving with this 
energizing workout class! Learn basic 
Zumba moves to help you dance your 
way to fitness. Zumba uses dance 
aerobics to create a fun workout.

Every Child Ready to Read  
Caregiver Workshop
Tuesday, March 23, 3 p.m.
Learn about five early literacy practices, 
as well as tips, tricks and resources to 
help your child strengthen important 
pre-reading skills. Recommended for 
adults who care for children ages 0–5.

ArtMazing
Saturday, March 6, 2 p.m.
Unleash your inner artist and discover 
your creative side in this all-ages art 
exploration. Inspiration is a must!

Spring Tissue Paper Flowers
Friday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
It’s spring and the flowers are in bloom, 
let’s create a colorful craft to celebrate.

Awesome Australia
Friday, March 12, 3 p.m.
Discover the animals of the outback 
and create an aboriginal inspired craft.

Let’s Do Dinner: Ratatouille!
Tuesday, March 23, 7 p.m.
Pixar’s masterpiece Ratatouille peaks 
with the creation of a special ratatouille 
dish, confit byaldi, by chef Remy the 
rat. Join us and learn to make the dish 
yourself! Recommended for ages 18 
and up.

ONLINE
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

BABY (Ages 0–18 Months)

TODDLER (Ages 18–36 Months)

Mama Gansa
Mondays, March 1–29, 10 a.m.
A Spanish immersion Mother Goose on 
the Loose with interactive songs, rhymes 
and activities to grow your baby’s early 
literacy and Spanish skills!

Mother Goose On The Loose
Wednesdays, March 3–31, 10:30 a.m.
Using rhymes, songs, puppets, musical 
instruments and more, we will be 
interacting together to help develop 
important pre-literacy skills in our littlest 
ones.

Tiny Tales
Friday, March 5, 10:30 a.m.
The rhythm and repetition of nursery 
rhymes are used to introduce young 
children to literature. Hold your child 
in your lap and enjoy this special time 
together.

Itty, Bitty Kitty
Saturday, March 6, 10:30 a.m.
Babies will be as curious as a cat as we 
share songs, a story and an activity about 
cats in this storytime.

Toddler Time
Mondays, March 1, 8, 22 & 29, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, March 9, 10 a.m.
Wednesdays, March 10, 24 & 31, 10 a.m.
The use of picture books, finger 
plays, songs and flannel board stories 
will encourage the development 
of verbal and listening skills for this 
active age group.

Artsy Toddler
Wednesday, March 3, 10 a.m.
Thursdays, March 11–25, 10 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create. 
Young children will enjoy stories, 
songs and exploring age-appropriate 
art experiences.

Egg-cellent
Thursday, March 4, 10 a.m.
We’ll hatch up some fun with egg 
themed stories, songs and a craft 
during this storytime.

Guitar Sing-A-Long
Monday, March 15, 10 a.m.
Have fun with your little one in this 
virtual sing-a-long featuring familiar 
songs with live guitar for you and 
your toddler.

Countdown to Spring
Friday, March 19, 10 a.m.
4-3-2-1! Spring is coming soon! 
Stories and songs to welcome the 
season.

I SEA Sharks
Tuesday, March 30, 10 a.m.
Dive into stories, songs and 
interactive activities inspired by our 
ocean friends.
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PRESCHOOL (Ages 3–5)

Little Chef: Fluffy Bunny Cakes
Monday, March 1, 11 a.m.
What better way to welcome in the 
spring sunshine than with a bunnyrific 
cupcake. Turn a plain ol’ cupcake into an 
animal work of art.

Pajama Party
Mondays, March 1–29, 7 p.m.
Put on your pajamas and join us virtually 
for stories, songs and a craft.

Listen, Move and Play 
Among the Bugs!
Tuesday, March 2, 10 a.m.
What do those creepy crawlies do all day? 
Investigate the world of bugs with us.

Seuss Storytime & Craft
Tuesday, March 2, 11 a.m.
This storytime is inspired by Dr. Seuss with 
songs, rhymes and stories.

Zero To Five Storytime
Tuesday, March 2, 3 p.m.
Thursday, March 4, 3 p.m.
Saturdays, March 6–27, 10 a.m.
Sundays, March 7–28, 2 p.m.
Mondays, March 8 & 22, 3 p.m.
Fridays, March 12 & 26, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, March 16, 10:30 a.m.
Friday, March 19, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, March 23, 10 a.m.
Monday, March 29, 4 p.m.
Tuesday, March 30, 4 p.m.
From the rhythm and repetition of 
nursery rhymes to the use of picture 
books, songs and flannel board stories, 
your child will be encouraged to develop 
early literacy skills.

Pajama Tales
Tuesdays, March 2–30, 7 p.m.
Get comfy and cozy! Wear your jammies, 
bring your favorite stuffed animal, and 
join us for an evening of stories, rhymes 
and songs. Recommended for families 
with children ages 4–8.

Busy As a Bee
Friday, March 5, 10 a.m.
Buzz on down to learn about bees 
and engage in skill building activities 
guaranteed to keep your little one busy.

Cuentame un Cuento
Friday, March 5, 11 a.m.
The library provides a virtual storytime 
in English and Spanish suitable for 
preschoolers. The whole family is 
welcome!

Sesame Street Storytime
Mondays, March 8, 22 & 29, 11 a.m.
Can you tell me how to get, how to get to 
Sesame Street? Let’s make it a sunny day 
with a storytime and craft celebrating our 
favorite friends.

Purr-fect Kitty
Tuesday, March 9, 11 a.m.
Be as curious as a cat while we share 
stories, songs, rhymes and an activity 
about cats.

Countdown to Kindergarten
Wednesdays, March 10–31, 11 a.m.
Explore families and feelings through 
stories, rhymes and activities designed to 
help preschoolers develop the necessary 
skills to become readers and succeed in 
kindergarten. Recommended for ages 
4–5.

Little Mermaid Storytime
Friday, March 12, 11 a.m.
Dive under the sea for stories, songs and 
activities based on The Little Mermaid.

Stories & Stretches
Saturdays, March 13 & 27, 11 a.m.
Calling all little yogis and wiggleworms. 
Join us for a special movement storytime 
focusing on motor movement that is 
filled with stories, songs and fun.

Look, I’m a Scientist!
Thursday, March 25, 11 a.m.
You don’t need a white coat and a fancy 
lab to be a scientist. You already have all 
you need: your brain and amazing senses.

Butterfly in the Sky Storytime
Friday, March 26, 11 a.m.
Butterfly stories and songs makes for the 
perfect spring storytime.

Imagine You’re Casting a Spell
Friday, March 26, 4 p.m.
Creating magic is as easy as abracadabra 
or alakazam! Explore spells with 
mesmerizing stories and magical crafts.

Fabulous Frogs
Thursday, March 11, 11 a.m.

Ribbit! Explore the world of frogs 
with fun songs and stories perfect 

for your preschooler.
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ALL CLASSES AND PROGRAMS ARE CURRENTLY VIRTUAL. CLICK LINKS IN THIS LISTING FOR DETAILS.

CHILDREN’S (Ages 6–12)

Word Fun with Dr. Seuss
Monday, March 1, 3 p.m.
Have fun with word games from 
Dr. Seuss books and learn to paint 
a truffula tree. Recommended for 
ages 6–8.

Drawing Club
Monday, March 1, 5 p.m.
Try out new drawing techniques 
each month and experiment with 
your fellow artists. Recommended 
for ages 8–12.

Share Your Art
Wednesday, March 3, 3 p.m.
Drawings, paintings, sculpture and 
more. Join our virtual art meetup 
to share what you’re working on 
and brag about your masterpiece, 
followed by time to create together. 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

Slithering Snakes
Wednesday, March 3, 4 p.m.
Sssssstep right up to learn all about 
our interesting friend, the snake. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Botanical Collages
Saturday, March 6, 2 p.m.
Design, cut and paste to create 
beautiful collages inspired by nature. 

Read to Sydney
Tuesday, March 9, 2 p.m.
Read to Sydney is a local therapy 
dog organization that encourages 
children to practice their reading 
skills. All ages are welcome. 
Attendees will be scheduled for a 10 
minute reading session.

Stories & Science
Wednesday, March 10, 3 p.m.
Learn about the science of simple 
machines through stories and an 
interactive activity. Recommended 
for ages 6–8.

Green Thumbs, Dirty Feet
Thursday, March 11, 4 p.m.
Plant a seed and learn how you can 
get your feet dirty while showing 
your appreciation for our planet 
Earth. Recommended for ages 6–8.

Sunshine State Jr. Book Club
Wednesday, March 17, 3 p.m.
Hear us read aloud one of the 
Sunshine State Jr. (K–2) books, and 
then enjoy an activity. This month 
we’re reading Ella McKeen, Kickball 
Queen. Recommended for ages 6–8.

Afternoon Art
Wednesday, March 24, 3 p.m.
Let’s go on an art adventure! Learn 
about a different artist and artistic 
style, and then create your own 
masterpiece. Recommended for 
ages 6–8.

Owls – The Wonderful and Gross
Tuesday, March 23, 4 p.m.
Fly into the wonderful world of owls, 
where we will discover their secrets 
from the wondrous to the gross. 
Recommended for ages 9–12.

Share Your Build
Wednesday, March 31, 3 p.m.
LEGO, K’nex, blocks, cardboard 
boxes and more. Join our virtual 
meetup to share what you’re 
working on and brag about your 
masterpiece. Followed by time to 
create together. Recommended for 
ages 6–8.

Aesop’s Arena
Wednesday, March 31, 4 p.m.
Pit your wits against the characters 
of Aesop’s Fables and solve a series 
of mysteries, riddles and challenges. 
Recommended for ages 6–8.

Tides of March
Friday, March 12, 4 p.m.
What causes ocean tides? How are tides 
used to make energy? These questions 
and more will be answered as we look 
at ocean tides and how they affect our 
planet. Recommended for ages 6–8.

What Do You Do With a 
Tail Like This?
Tuesday, March 30, 3 p.m.
Explore the many amazing things 
animals can do with their tails. 
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TEENS (Ages 13–18)

Watercolor 101 for Teens
Tuesday–Friday, March 16–19, 2–3:30 p.m.
Our four day series teaches beginners to apply 
the techniques behind the art of beautiful 
watercolors.

Hand Sewing
Thursday, March 18, 2 p.m.
Learn basic hand sewing skills while making a 
fashionable envelope bag with a button.

Animanga Club
Thursday, March 18, 6 p.m.
Missing conventions? Need a anime/manga 
fan meet up? Join us for anime/manga trivia, 
discussion, crafts and showings. Recommended 
for ages 13 and up.



LOCATIONS & HOURS           At this time, all locations closed on Sunday

Orlando Public Library 
101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 32801
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Alafaya Branch 
12000 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32826
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Chickasaw Branch
870 N. Chickasaw Trail, Orlando, FL 32825
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Eatonville Branch 
200 E. Kennedy Blvd., Eatonville, FL 32751
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fairview Shores Branch 
902 Lee Road, Suite 26, Orlando, FL 32810
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Hiawassee Branch 
7391 W. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32818
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

North Orange Branch 
1211 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Creek Branch 
1702 Deerfield Blvd., Orlando, FL 32837
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

South Trail Branch 
4600 S. Orange Blossom Tr., 
Orlando, FL 32839
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southeast Branch 
5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Orlando, FL 32822
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Southwest Branch 
7255 Della Dr., Orlando, FL 32819
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Washington Park Branch 
5151 Raleigh St., Suite A., Orlando, FL 32811
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

West Oaks Branch & Genealogy Center
1821 E. Silver Star Rd., Ocoee, FL 34761
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Windermere Branch 
530 Main St., Windermere, FL 34786
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Winter Garden Branch 
805 E. Plant St., Winter Garden, FL 34787
Hours: Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

OCLS Renewal Line

Take advantage of renewing your items and checking 
your account information via the 24/7 Renewal Line at 
407.316.0021.  Using your bar code number on your library 
card and on checked out items you can renew all items, or 
check on holds and fines.

BOOKS & BEYOND IS A MONTHLY LIBRARY EVENTS AND INFORMATION PUBLICATION SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY.

ocls.info | 407.835.7323

Those needing special accommodations 
due to a disability may arrange for 
assistance by contacting the location at 
least 7 days prior to the event.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Programs listed in Books and Beyond were funded under the provisions of the DLIS Florida CARES act from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Florida’s 
DLIS Florida CARES Act program is administered by the Department of State’s Division of Library and Information Services, www.imls.gov

For FY2020-21 37.2% of the total cost for OCLS equipment, accessories, and services for virtual programs, events, and classes, as well as PPE and STEM Learning 
Kits ($64,689), is supported by federal money; 62.8% of this project ($109,311) is supported by local money.  


