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Next Meeting Dates: --- April 12, 2018 ~ Chickasaw Branch Library; 870 North Chickasaw Trail; Orlando, Florida 32825
--- May 16, 2018 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 8, 2018

Call to Order

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 8, 2018
Public Comment Policy
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Public Comment and Conduct of Meetings Policy and Procedures
Effective Date: October 1, 2013 (Approved by the Board of Trustees on September 11, 2013)
Objective: The objective of this policy is to establish standard procedures to ensure an opportunity for broad
public participation in decision-making.
Policy Statement: It is the intent of this policy that the deliberations and actions of the Board of Trustees of the Orange
County Library System (“OCLS”) be conducted and taken openly in order that the public and relevant stakeholders may
be fully informed and intelligently advised as to the conduct of public business by the Board of Trustees.
Definitions: For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall prevail:
1. A “meeting” is a gathering of a quorum of the membership of the Board of Trustees, or any board or commission
of OCLS for the purpose of receiving information relating to public business, or for discussion of public business,
or for official action upon a proposition related to public business.
2. A “regular meeting” is a meeting held pursuant to a schedule of such meetings as approved by a board or
commission to conduct public business or otherwise discuss or act upon matters of public interest.
3. A “special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting held by a board or commission. A “special
meeting” is held for the purpose of addressing matters requiring the immediate attention of a board or commission
or for the purpose of addressing matters which the board or commission has determined are best addressed at a
special meeting. When a special meeting is called, the presiding officer of the board or commission shall
specifically state the purpose of the meeting and the board or commission shall address only those matters for
which the meeting was called.
4. A “board or commission” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS and any other board or commission now
existing or created in the future by the Board of Trustees or OCLS.
5. The “presiding officer” shall mean, in the case of the Board of the Directors the chair and in all other cases shall be
the chair of a particular OCLS board or commission.
6. “Board of Trustees” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS.
Meetings:
1. Location. All meetings of the Board of Trustees and any other board or commission shall be held in a suitable
location and shall be open to the public as required by law. The only exception to the requirement that meetings be
open to the public shall be an executive session scheduled for those purposes expressly recognized by law.
2. Regular Meetings. The Board of Trustees and the other boards and commissions shall hold regular monthly
meetings as designated by the Board of Trustees or the other boards and commissions.

Public Notice. OCLS shall give public notice of the schedule of meetings and shall state the dates, times and
places for such meetings. Public notice of any special meeting or of any reconvened meeting shall be given before
such meeting. Public notice shall be given by posting the date and time of the meetings on the OCLS website, the
public bulletin boards at all OCLS locations and the Orange County Administration Building. Notice will also be
published in the Orlando Sentinel as required by Section 189.417 of the Florida Statutes.
Conduct of Meetings:
1. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum at all meetings.
2. When considering matters upon which the board or commission will take action the presiding officer shall receive
comments from the public.
3. During any board or commission meeting, board and commission members shall maintain order and decorum.
4. OCLS staff and citizens must be recognized by the presiding officer before speaking or asking questions. The
purpose of this requirement is so that there is order and so that the recording equipment will properly record all
comments made by individuals wishing to comment on a specific subject.
5. All comments must be made from the podium which is located in the OCLS meeting room or by other reasonable
accommodations in any other location in which a board or commission meeting is held, and shall address the
subject of the agenda item. Individuals that appear before any board or commission are required to state their legal
name and their actual address for the public record. The purpose of this requirement is so that they are properly
reflected in any board or commission minutes and are available for future reference.
6. As a board or commission considers consent agenda items, emergency items, items involving official acts that
involve no more than a ministerial act, approval of minutes, ceremonial proclamations and other similar items, the
presiding officer may, at his discretion, or at the direction of a majority of the board or commission, accept
comments from those in attendance.
Public Participation and Comment: In order to comply with Section 286.0114 of the Florida Statutes, OCLS hereby
establishes a Public Comment Policy applicable to all boards and commissions to allow members of the public an
opportunity to address boards and commissions. In addition to public hearings, a special time is hereby set aside at all
board and commission meetings for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions from members of the public. All
comments made during any Public Comment period shall be subject to the following procedures:
1. OCLS allocates up to 30 minutes at the end of each board or commission meeting for citizens who wish to appear
before that board or commission to make a request of that board or commission, voice a complaint or concern,
express an opinion, or for some other type of recognition. The presiding officer will divide the time equally
between all who have signed up to speak; but in no case may a citizen speak longer than three minutes. A Public
Comment period not to exceed 30 minutes will be held during any board or commission meeting. The presiding
officer may permit additional time to a given speaker on a case-by-case basis.
2. Public comments of items listed on the agenda will occur just prior to the Board’s discussion and action of the
agenda item. Public comments of items not listed on the agenda will occur at the end of the meeting agenda.
3. When a board or commission considers matters during a public meeting upon which it will take action, no action
shall be taken until the presiding officer requests and receives comments from the public.
4. Persons who wish to make a statement during the Public Comment period will register on a Notice of Intent to
Speak Form which will be available 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Information included on the Notice
of Intent to Speak forms will be included in the Board Meeting Minutes and thus become public record. No one
will be allowed to have his or her name placed on the list by telephone request to OCLS staff.
5. Each person who signed up to speak will have up to three minutes to make his or her statement. Speakers will be
acknowledged by the presiding officer in the order which the Notice of Intent to Speak Form was received by the
Board of Trustee’s administrative assistant. Speakers shall address that board or commission from the podium, and

not approach that board or commission or OCLS staff. Speakers will begin their statement by first stating their
legal name and actual address.
6. Statements are to be directed to the board or commission as a whole, and not to individuals. Public comment is not
intended to require a board or commission to provide an answer to the speaker. Discussions between speakers and
members of the audience will not be allowed.
7. Speakers will be courteous in their language and presentation.
8. Only one speaker will be acknowledged at a time. In the event a group of persons supporting or opposing the same
position desires to be heard, in the interest of time, a spokesperson shall be designated to express the group’s
concerns. Likewise, in the event the number of persons wishing to attend the hearing exceeds the capacity of the
meeting place, one or more delegates shall be selected to speak on behalf of each group. If the time period expires
before all persons who have signed up get to speak, those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment
period, or if the presiding officer consents, these comments can be heard at that meeting.
9. Any action on items brought up during the Public Comment period will be at the discretion of that board or
commission. No board or commission will take any action on subject matter for which it has not had the
opportunity to fully investigate and gather complete information.
10. These same rules shall apply to all boards and commissions.
Decorum: The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all meetings.
1. In conducting business, boards and commissions are committed to the principles of civility, honor, and dignity.
Individuals appearing before boards and commission are requested to observe the same principles when making
comments on items and issues presented to a given board or commission for its consideration.
2. Staff members and citizens are required to use proper language when addressing a board or commission or the
audience. Staff members and citizens shall not use profanity or cursing, aggressive or threatening behavior when
addressing the board or commission or other participants. All comments are directed to the presiding officer and
not to individual members of the board or commission or to the audience. No personal verbal attacks toward any
individual will be allowed during the conduct of a board or commission meeting. The presiding officer may have
individual(s) removed from the podium and/or meeting chambers if such conduct persists after a warning has been
issued.
3. All members of a board or commission shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, staff, and the public
members appearing before the board or commission and shall refrain at all times from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments and statements as to motives and personalities. During
board or commission meetings, cell phones are to be turned off or silenced. Use of cell phones by board or
commission members and staff for talking, texting, emailing or otherwise will not be allowed during meetings
while at the dais, except for emergency communications, research, or during breaks.
Waiver of Rules: The board or commission may, at any time, waive all or a portion of these rules of procedure during the
course of a meeting. Provided however, that any such waiver shall only be done upon a motion and majority approval of
the waiver by members of the board or commission present and voting. Such waivers shall only be granted to insure the
protection of the right of members of the public to be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard before a board or
commission takes official action on a proposition.
Training: Periodic training for Sunshine Law requirements will be scheduled by OCLS for board and commission
members.
Penalties: Any action taken at a meeting not open to the public, whether intentional or unintentional, is void. The law
provides penalties for not complying with the Sunshine Law including criminal penalties, removal from the board
position, fines up to $500, and an award of reasonable attorney’s fees against the board found to have violated the
Sunshine Law.
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 8, 2018

Approval of Minutes: Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
February 22, 2018

Pending Approval

MEETING MINUTES
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
February 22, 2018 ~ 6:00 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
101 East Central Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32801
407.835.READ (7323)
Library Board Present:

Lisa Franchina (2/0); Marucci Guzmán (2/0);
Ted Maines (2/0 - City); Wilbert Vancol (2/0 - City);
Richard Maladecki (2/0)

Administration Present: Mary Anne Hodel; Debbie Moss; Robert Tessier;
Craig Wilkins; Debbie Tour; Steve Powell; Ricardo Viera;
Danielle King; Milinda Neusaenger
18-015

I.

Call to Order
President Franchina called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II.
18-016

III.

Public Comment Policy & Procedures
Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
January 11, 2018
Trustee Maladecki, seconded by Trustee Vancol, moved to approve the minutes for the
January 11, 2018 Library Board of Trustees Meeting. Motion carried 5-0.

18-017

IV.

18-018

V.

Staff Presentations: New Customer Welcome Email & Video
Matthew Blood
Financial Statements and Summaries: January 2018
Comptroller Tessier reported that an AED device has been installed at the Main Library
for 911 responders or off-duty officers to use in case of an emergency.

18-019

VI.

Dashboard: January 2018
Assistant Director Moss gave the Board a report detailing trends in circulation by
item type. Brief discussion ensued.

18-020
18-021

VII.

Action Item:
Stipulated Sum Contracts for Main Library Fence Project: Steve Powell
Brief discussion ensued regarding the fencing project. President Franchina shared her
concern regarding the change order amounts. She requested that the change orders
approved by staff not exceed $100,000. Facilities & Operations Department Head
Powell stated that change orders will be brought to the Board if they come close to the
$100,000 threshold. Trustee Maines suggested adding verbiage to the resolution
indicating that the amount approved by staff will “total no more than $100,000.”
Trustee Vancol, seconded by Trustee Maladecki, moved to approve the following:
1. To approve the $273,028 Stipulated Sum contract with Ruby Builders, Inc. and
authorize staff to approve individual change orders totaling no more than $100,000
with Ruby.
2. To approve the $320,000 Stipulated Sum contract with Integrated Metal Product,
Inc. and authorize staff to approve individual change orders totaling no more than
$100,000 with Integrated.
3. To approve the project budget of $768,000.
4. To authorize the Director/CEO to execute the Stipulated Sum contract.

Pending Approval

Motion carried 5-0.
18-022

VIII.

18-023

18-024

Discussion and Possible Action Items
Protocol for Rescheduling Board Meetings: President Franchina
The Board discussed protocol for rescheduling meetings and agree that, in as much as
possible, requests to reschedule meetings will be discussed as part of regular Board
meetings.

IX.

Information

18-025

Director’s Report
• Director Hodel shared the updated Organizational Chart with the Board.
• Director Hodel informed the Board that bestselling author David Baldacci will be the
closing keynote speaker at the Orlando Book Festival on April 21, 2018 at the
Library Downtown.
• Director Hodel also mentioned that bestselling author Anne Perry will be the guest
of honor on May 11th at the annual fundraising event held at the Southwest Branch
and hosted by the Rotary Club of Dr. Phillips.

18-026

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items
X.

Adjournment
President Franchina adjourned the meeting at 7:01 p.m.

Next Meeting Dates: --- March 8, 2018 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801 --April 12, 2018 ~ Chickasaw Branch Library; 870 North Chickasaw Trail; Orlando, Florida 32825.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Staff Presentation:
Author Events ~ Christine Lindler

18-030

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 8, 2018

Financial Statements and
Summaries: February 2018

Orange County Library System
Financial Statement Highlights
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018
Operating Fund Revenue & Expenditure Summaries
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Budgeting for this account is challenging for two reasons. First, the Plan is on a calendar
year, so our fiscal year covers two different Plan years. When creating the annual budget
around May of each year, we know the monthly contributions for the months of October
through December of the subsequent fiscal year. However, the monthly contributions for
the remaining months, January through September, are not known until March, ten months
after we had to estimate them. The annual contribution into the Plan, as determined by our
actuary, varies from year to year based on a number of factors, including investment
returns for the previous calendar year. Just recently, we received the actuary’s report and
the required contribution for calendar year 2018 is down compared to 2017 due to
favorable investment returns in 2017. As a result, we will underspend this account by
approximately $218,000 in the current fiscal year.

Investment Performance – Defined Benefit Pension Plan
One of the responsibilities of the Plan Administrators, Mary Anne Hodel, Craig Wilkins,
and Bob Tessier, is to monitor and evaluate the performance of the investment managers.
We do this with the assistance of our investment consultant, Dahab Associates. The
attached was copied from Dahab’s December 31, 2017 Performance Review and shows the
performance for each manager compared to an appropriate index, the overall performance
of the portfolio compared to a calculated benchmark, and the market value of each
investment. We are pleased to report that for the one, three, and five year periods, the
portfolio’s actual performance met or exceeded the calculated benchmark, or Blended
Index.

Capital Projects Snapshot – March 2018
Within the next month, the three projects listed on the Snapshot will be under construction
at the same time. What does this mean? Steve Powell will be very busy managing them.
Starting the week of March 5th, Steve will be moving the Finance staff to the basement and
then the week of March 12th, Human Resources will be relocated to a meeting room on the
3rd floor. Following that, Mary Anne Hodel and Debbie Moss will be moved to temporary
quarters on the 5th floor. Arranging for the logistics for all of these moves, including
providing power and data, and coordinating the moves will be a challenge, but Steve has
done an excellent job planning the moves.

Capital Projects Snapshot - March 2018

Project

Estimated
Project
Budget

Project
In FY 18
Budget

Estimated
Start
Date

Status

Main Library fencing &
gates

768,000

yes

March 2018

Ruby Builders has started the demolition. Estimated completion is the end of June.

North Orange parking lot
expansion

665,000

yes

February 2018

Cathcart Construction has started the project and the utility relocations are in
progress.

March 2018

If approved at the March Board meeting, Johnson-Laux is tentatively ready to start
March 19. The process of relocating fifth floor staff to temporary office spaces is in
progress.

5th floor renovation

1,621,000

yes

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
Operating Fund
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018

REVENUES
Charges for
Services / Misc
1%

Fines
1%

Ad Valorem Taxes
98%

EXPENDITURES
Library Materials/
Capital
14%
Operating
29%

Salaries and
Benefits
57%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND REVENUE SUMMARY
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018
ANNUAL
BUDGET
AD VALOREM TAXES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
State and Federal Grants
State Aid

CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Fee Cards
PC Pass ($10 for 7 days)
PC Express ($5 for 1 hour)
Classes
Meeting Rooms
Faxes
Scans
Computer Booklets & Online Book Sales
Ear Buds & Jump Drives
Reference Charges
Bag Sales
Replace Library Cards
Copy & Vending
Special Events

FINES & LOST MATERIALS

YTD
ACTUAL

(5 months=
42%)

40,153,123

35,074,717

87.4%

-

22,685

0.0%

970,000
970,000

22,685

0.0%
2.3%

22,000
6,000
13,000
6,000
55,000
60,000
25,000
6,000
1,000
5,000
45,000
218,000
2,000
464,000

6,875
2,240
4,061
1,886
26,651
26,485
12,257
42
2,563
120
1,906
16,113
90,398
677
192,274

31.3%
37.3%
31.2%
31.4%
48.5%
44.1%
49.0%
0.0%
42.7%
12.0%
38.1%
35.8%
41.5%
33.9%
41.4%

600,000

277,592

46.3%

100,000
61,000
25,000
135,000
30,000
351,000

36,579
1,500
18,737
7,781
7,650
37,630
109,877

36.6%
0.0%
30.7%
31.1%
0.0%
0.0%
125.4%
31.3%

20,000
350,000

-

0.0%
0.0%

42,908,123

35,677,145

83.1%

MISCELLANEOUS
Investment Earnings
Sales of Surplus Property
Contributions - Friends of Library
Contributions - Others
Grants & Awards
Phone Discount
Miscellaneous

TRANSFER FR PROP APPRAISER
TRANSFER FR TAX COLLECTOR
TOTAL REVENUES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018
ANNUAL
BUDGET
SALARIES & BENEFITS
Salaries
Medicare Taxes
Defined Contribution Pension Plan
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Money Purchase Pension Plan
Life and Health Insurance (Employees)
Retiree Health Care (OPEB)
Worker's Compensation
Unemployment Compensation
Parking & Bus Passes
OPERATING
Professional Services
Other Contractual Services
Other Contract. Serv.- Janitorial
Training and Travel
Telecommunication
Delivery and Postage
Utilities
Rentals and Leases
Insurance
Repairs and Maintenance
Repairs & Maint. - Hardware/Software
Copying/Printing
Property Appraiser's Fee
Tax Collector's Fee
Supplies
Supplies-Hardware/Software
Memberships
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Building and Improvements
Equipment and Furniture
Hardware/Software
LIBRARY MATERIALS
Materials - Restricted Contributions
Materials - Other
TRANSFER TO CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

YTD
ACTUAL

(5 months=
42%)

17,040,000
248,000
1,278,000

6,918,913
100,133
528,571

40.6%
40.4%
41.4%

789,000
821,000
3,010,000
540,000
113,000
24,000
232,000
24,095,000

328,665
302,583
1,063,149
224,775
55,162
87,416
9,609,367

41.7%
36.9%
35.3%
41.6%
48.8%
0.0%
37.7%
39.9%

240,000
1,665,000
340,000
75,000
300,000
1,038,000
1,030,000
1,120,000
300,000
1,150,000
800,000
229,000
300,000
802,000
500,000
350,000
20,000
10,259,000

94,021
557,526
115,944
25,201
103,653
412,264
287,792
460,310
234,150
436,437
370,134
60,065
154,498
701,494
157,541
44,944
8,023
4,223,997

39.2%
33.5%
34.1%
33.6%
34.6%
39.7%
27.9%
41.1%
78.0%
38.0%
46.3%
26.2%
51.5%
87.5%
31.5%
12.8%
40.1%
41.2%

2,725,000
350,000
525,000
3,600,000

95,129
45,684
295,567
436,380

3.5%
13.1%
56.3%
12.1%

5,000
4,450,000
4,455,000

1,037
1,946,631
1,947,668

20.7%
43.7%
43.7%

1,500,000

625,000

41.7%

43,909,000

16,842,412

38.4%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(5 months= 42%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings
Transfer from Operating Fund

15,000
1,500,000

8,567
625,000

57.1%
41.7%

1,515,000

633,567

41.8%

New Branch
Reserves

100,000
1,415,000

-

0.0%
0.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

1,515,000

-

0.0%

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
SINKING FUND
Five Months Ended February 28, 2018
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(5 months= 42%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

3,000

1,075

35.8%

TOTAL REVENUES

3,000

1,075

35.8%

1,650
1,350

591
484

35.8%
35.9%

3,000

1,075

35.8%

EXPENDITURES
Reserves-Building and Improvements
Reserves - Technology
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - ASSETS
February 28, 2018

ASSETS

Cash on Hand
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments
Accounts Receivable

14,701
6,617,046
23,097,334
3,092

Inventory

176,092

Prepaids

125,515

Other Assets-Deposits

TOTAL ASSETS

9,765

30,043,545

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
February 28, 2018
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Accrued Wages Payable
Accrued Sales Tax
Accrued Fax Tax
Due To Friends of the Library
Employee Payroll Deductions:
United Appeal
Vision Plan
Health Insurance
Miscellaneous
Daughters of American Revolution
Staff Association
TOTAL LIABILITIES

217,414
479,817
35
289
1,418
192
625
1,419
244
99
1,194
702,746

FUND BALANCE
Nonspendable:
Inventory
Prepaid Items and Deposits
Annetta O'B Walker Trust Fund
A.P. Phillips Memorial Fund
Willis H. Warner Memorial Fund
Perce C. and Mary M. Gullett Memorial Fund
Committed:
Vivian Esch Estate Fund
Edmund L. Murray Estate Fund
Arthur Sondheim Estate Fund
Strategic Plan
Assigned:
Fiscal Year 2018 Budget
Unassigned
Current Year Revenues over Expenditures

176,092
135,280
4,000
100,000
33,712
19,805
44,198
724,689
39,941
4,000,000
1,000,877
4,227,472
18,834,733

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

29,340,799

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE

30,043,545

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
MONTHLY ROLLOVER
February 28, 2018

BALANCE
01/31/18

RECEIPTS

DISBURSE

BALANCE
02/28/18

OPERATING
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

1,479,360

8,021,924

2,884,238

6,617,046

24,201,394

20,940

1,125,000

23,097,334

25,680,754

8,042,864

4,009,238

29,714,380

502,410

457

502,867

4,337,701

128,896

4,466,597

9,724

221,940

189,737

41,927

53,000

117,023

117,023

53,000

3,367,284

203,251

200,000

3,370,535

3,430,008

542,214

506,760

3,465,462

SINKING
Equity in Pooled Investments

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Equity in Pooled Investments

SELF FUNDED HEALTH
Equity in Pooled Cash
Claims Payment Checking Account
Equity in Pooled Investments

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
GENERAL POOLED INVESTMENTS
February 28, 2018
INVESTMENT TYPE

DOLLARS

US TREASURY SECURITIES

12,013,341

MONEY MARKET FUNDS
Federated Treasury Obligations Fund
Federated Government Obligations Fund

653,099
1,050,088

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOLS
Florida Safe
Florida Prime (SBA)

8,480,076
9,440,729

TOTAL

31,637,333

Florida Prime, 30%

Florida Safe, 27%
US Treasury
Securities, 38%

Federated
Government
Obligations Fund,
3%

Federated Treasury
Obligations Fund,
2%
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Monthly Report for February 2018
Contacts

Resources Accessed
39%

10%

3%

19%
25%

1%
3%

Door count

MAYL Packages

External Web Visits

Questline Calls

Social Media

Electronic Contacts

2017

%
Change

Physical Items Used

479,857

580,420

-17.33%

Database Use

171,302

166,133

3.11%
-14.69%

Digital Products

42,360

49,655

Digital Downloads

149,428

147,769

1.12%

Computer Services

78,812

83,026

-5.08%

TOTAL

921,759

1,027,003

-10.25%

Catalog Searches

52%

2018

2017

% change

Door count

235,517

266,913

-11.76%

MAYL Packages

36,593

35,567

2.88%

External Web Visits

119,866

121,611

-1.43%

Catalog Searches

475,317

550,625

-13.68%
-12.47%

Questline Calls

8,207

9,376

Social Media

36,415

25,600

42.25%

Electronic Contacts

299,199

43,319

590.69%

1,211,114

1,053,011

15.01%

TOTAL

2018

19%
5%

8%

Net Promoter Score

16%

Physical Items Used

Database Use

Digital Products

Digital Downloads

Computer Services

100
90
80

75

70

Users

60
50

2018
2017 % Change
429,026 430,438
-0.33%
4,390
5,056 -13.17%
217,266
0
N/A
71,972 65,163
10.45%

Active Cards
New Registrations
VLC Registrations
Transactions

40
30
20
10
0

Feb

97.0%

100%

98.0%

100.0%

Target Score

100.0%

Prior 6 Month's Average

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Feb-18

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

110%

100.0%

Mystery Shopper Scores

100.0%

Jan

100.0%

Dec

100.0%

Nov

100.0%

Oct

100.0%

Sep

90%

90%
80%

96.2%

South Creek

95.8%

North Orange

100.0%

Questline

97.5%

Chickasaw

97.3%

Winter Garden

99.7%

Orlando Public
Library

99.0%

West Oaks

90.3%

Hiawassee

94.7%

Southwest

97.8%

Herndon

95.2%

South Trail

97.8%

Edgewater

99.0%

Windermere

97.3%

Eatonville

99.0%

Southeast

95.8%

Washington
Park

50%

Alafaya

60%

99.0%

70%

Events are up 6.91% and attendance is down 5.77% compared to last year. We offered 65 more events this year
with a decrease of 1,670 people in attendance.
The Melrose Creative Expo, a celebration of creativity and innovation, welcomed 1,135 visitors during the open
house event that honored the winners of the Melrose Awards. A total of 193 attendees at the Orlando Public
Library enjoyed performances and readings by community leaders, authors and local personalities in honor of
Black History month at the African-American Read-In event. The annual Step Off contest brought 232 contestants
and spectators to the Orlando Public Library. The West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center held a Family
History Fair which was attended by 258 people.

Events & Classes by Location
Winter
Garden
6.1%

Alafaya
7.0%

North
Orange
5.9%

Southwest
5.8%

South Trail
2.9%

Washington Park
3.1%

Chickasaw
7.3%

Hiawassee
2.3%

Herndon
3.2%

Southeast
8.1%

Other
23.6%

Edgewater
2.0%
Windermere
4.0%

South Creek
8.7%

Eatonville
1.2%
Online
0.1%

West Oaks
4.8%
Orlando Public Library
27.5%

Event Attendance

Class Attendance

2018

2017

% Change

2018

2017

Orlando Public Library

8,117

11,099

-26.9%

1,174

1,540

% Change
-23.8%

South Creek

2,561

2,289

11.9%

390

531

-26.6%

Southeast

2,128

2,009

5.9%

602

514

17.1%

Chickasaw

2,141

1,830

17.0%

327

327

0.0%

Alafaya

2,027

1,761

15.1%

319

323

-1.2%

Winter Garden

1,860

1,523

22.1%

185

205

-9.8%

North Orange

1,797

1,461

23.0%

200

372

-46.2%

Southwest

1,714

1,561

9.8%

231

261

-11.5%

West Oaks

1,491

1,185

25.8%

131

133

-1.5%

Windermere

1,162

1,200

-3.2%

189

84

125.0%

Herndon

895

709

26.2%

197

237

-16.9%

Washington Park

902

968

-6.8%

149

286

-47.9%

South Trail

778

530

46.8%

202

422

-52.1%

Hiawassee

530

412

28.6%

238

218

9.2%

Edgewater

426

778

-45.2%

245

75

226.7%

Eatonville

414

840

-50.7%

-

-

0.0%

Online

-

-

0.0%

25

13

92.3%

TOTAL

28,943

30,155

-4.0%

4,804

5,541

-13.3%

We added 14,000 records for OCPS educators to
the VLC program. As of March 1, 2018, 4,256 VLC
cards have been used to access library
resources. This is an increase of 588 over the
previous month.

Events/Class Attendance

2018
1,649
13,809
769
12,716
4,804
33,747

Community Events
Events - Adult
Events - Teen
Events - Children
Technology Classes
TOTAL

2017 % Change
1,191
38.46%
13,379
3.21%
2,031 -62.14%
13,554
-6.18%
5,541 -13.30%
35,696
-5.46%

Socia Media
20,000
15,000
10,000

-

Good Reads

Pintrest

Instagram

Foursquare

Twitter

17,937

14,068

9,028

7,932

3,880

521

3,741

1,430

1,538

1,399

291

250

5,000

Feb-17
Feb-18

Facebook

In February, we worked on several unique projects including a Facebook Live event at the Alafaya Branch, where we
received 503 views. We posted about our home delivery service and this showed great promise with reaching 1.3k
people, including 31 reactions, 9 comments and 3 shares. Instagram has been a great way for people to reach the
library in a positive way. A photo taken by a library user of the Orlando Public Library reposted on our Instagram
account receiving over 200 likes. We did Instagram stories for our top programs including African-American Read-In,
Nature Walk & Book Talk as well as Lorelei’s Lit Lair Presents Romance in February.
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Stipulated Sum Contract:
Main Library Fifth Floor
Renovation Project: Steve Powell

Stipulated Sum Contract
Main Library Fifth Floor Renovation Project
I. ISSUE STATEMENT
A Stipulated Sum contract and a project budget needs to be approved by the Board for the renovation of the
Main Library Fifth Floor.
II. BACKGROUND & SUMMARY
At the meeting on December 7, 2017, the Library Board authorized staff to negotiate a Stipulated Sum, or
Lump Sum contract with the top ranked general contractor, Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC for the
renovation of the Main Library Fifth Floor.
Rhodes + Brito Architects, Inc. (R+B) prepared a set of construction plans and specifications for the project.
The Library supplied these documents to Johnson-Laux in order for them to bid the project. Johnson-Laux
provided a project bid of $1,357,843 on February 20, 2018.
The Library also provided the set of construction documents to an independent estimator, Montgomery
Consulting Group, Inc. (Montgomery). Montgomery’s estimate, completed February 22, 2018 for the
project is $1,881,500.
Guy Haggard, Esquire, the Library’s construction counsel at Gray Robinson, and R+B have reviewed both
the estimate and bid and stated that they are in order.
In order to move forward with the project, Board approval of Johnson-Laux’s Stipulated Sum is required.
Given that the bid is less than the estimate, staff feel comfortable recommending approval of JohnsonLaux’s Stipulated Sum of $1,357,843.
Additionally, a project budget needs to be approved to better manage the project. The table below outlines
the project budget. The amounts included in the fiscal year 2018 budget are $102,000 for architectural
services and $1,500,000 for the renovation.

Architect/engineer
Contractor
Furniture
Contingency
Total Project Budget

Project Budget
$121,000
$1,357,843
$40,157
$102,000
$1,621,000

FY 2018
$102,000
$1,357,843
$40,157
$102,000
$1,602,000

FY 2017
$19,000

$19,000

The following options are offered for the Library Board’s consideration.
III. OPTIONSspaces
Option 1: Approve the $1,357,843 Stipulated Sum contract with Johnson-Laux, approve the project budget
of $1,621,000, and authorize staff to approve individual change orders with Johnson-Laux for amounts less
than $100,000. For any individual change orders at or above $100,000, Library Board approval would be
required.
Advantage: The project can move into the construction phase and meet the established deadlines.
Disadvantage: It may be possible that a lower Stipulated Sum could be negotiated. Given the current
increase in construction activity in Central Florida, this is unlikely to result in a lower cost.

Option 2: Authorize staff to try and further negotiate a lower Stipulated Sum with Johnson-Laux and lower
the project budget.
Advantage: There could be a cost savings to the Library and ultimately the tax payers. A further
reduction is not likely given the current high demand for construction services.
Disadvantage: Construction will be delayed and quality of the project may suffer.
Option 3: Authorize staff to terminate negotiations with Johnson-Laux and move to the second ranked firm.
Advantage: There is the possibility of a different approach resulting in a lower Stipulated Sum and
lower project budget.
Disadvantage: The project will be delayed and the Stipulated Sum could come in even higher due to the
current high demand for construction services.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends Option #1 to approve the $1,357,843 Stipulated Sum contract with Johnson-Laux,
approve the project budget of $1,621,000 and authorize staff to approve individual change orders with
Johnson-Laux for amounts less than $100,000. For any individual change orders at or above $100,000,
Library Board approval would be required. Staff also recommends that the Director/CEO execute the
Stipulated Sum contract, which will be drafted by the Library's attorney, Mr. Haggard.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
RESOLUTION 18STIPULATED SUM CONTRACT FOR MAIN LIBRARY FIFTH FLOOR RENOVATION
Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Orange County Library System, Orange
County Florida, held in the City of Orlando, on the 8th of March 2018, at 6:00 pm, prevailing Eastern Time.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
The Board Resolves:
1. To approve the $1,357,843 Stipulated Sum contract with Johnson-Laux and authorize staff to approve
individual change orders with Johnson-Laux for amounts less than $100,000.
2. To approve the project budget of $1,621,000.
3. To authorize the Director/CEO to execute the Stipulated Sum contract.
4. All resolutions that conflict with the provisions of this resolution are rescinded.

AYES:

NAYS:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED:
_____________________________
Secretary
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Director’s Report

Director’s Report: March 2018
As mentioned at the last Board Meeting, there are two great speakers planned for the upcoming Orlando Book
Festival. S. Jae Jones will present an opening keynote, and David Baldacci will do our closing keynote at 2 p.m.
We know that Baldacci’s speech, in particular, will be popular and seating will be limited. So we will distribute
wristbands on a first come, first served basis. Wristband distribution will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Orlando Public
Library the day of the festival. The Orlando Book Festival takes place on April 21 from 10 a.m-5 p.m.
OCLS is also pleased to announce that we are partnering with WUCF on the PBS Great American Read, an
eight-part TV and online series designed to inspire a national conversation about reading and books that have
shaped our culture. The series presents the audience with 100 pre-selected books, and it encourages people to
read them, vote for the ones they think were most influential and to share their personal feelings about the titles.
We plan to present a Books to Big Screen series in conjunction with the Great American Read, which will give
our customers a chance to watch movies inspired by books on the list. The Great American Read premieres on
Tuesday, May 22 on PBS. Episodes from the series will feature celebrities, authors and experts talking about
their favorite books from the list.
Registration opens on April 1 for our annual Summer Reading Program. This year, the theme of Summer
Reading is Libraries Rock, and we’ll have many of the same programs that families and kids have grown to love,
as well as new and exciting performers, like musical act the Free DAPS, who will be helping us kick off summer
reading fun with concerts at some of our branches. This year, we’re expanding Summer BreakSpot – our partners
at OCPS will deliver free lunch to children to six library branches – and we’re encouraging kids and adults alike
to log their summer reading progress and activities through a tool called BeanStack, which allows people to earn
badges and keep track of achievements online. It’s a fun way for people to interact with the library, create
reading lists and keep record of what they’ve learned.
Recent System-wide Events
Melrose Center
• The 2018 Melrose Creative Expo was held on February 17th. The Expo marks the anniversary of the
Melrose Center opening in February 2014, and we celebrated the Center’s fourth birthday with 27
community exhibitors, five Melrose Awards winners, three noteworthy local musicians, one exhibitor who
doubled as a guest presenter, Library Director Mary Anne Hodel, Library Board President Lisa Franchina,
Friends Board President Erica Lee and 1,135 visitors. The three-hour event kicked off with the Melrose
Awards presentation. Tehrys Persad’s Video Category winner, “South African Traditional Healer
Moonlights as World Famous Artist,” took the Grand Prize. Library Media Specialist Cynthia Velasco
interviewed Tehrys after the ceremony. Tehrys offered thanks to two Melrose Video Instructors in
particular, Ryan Mulcahy and Gabriel Soltren, for their valuable assistance. The interview can be seen here:
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseOrlando/videos/2010556692538872/
• Other Melrose Awards Category Winners included Juan Nettles for Digital Media Design, Gulnara
Rothwell for Photography and Christopher Beverly for Audio (his second consecutive win in the category).
This year, we awarded a special prize, The Director’s Pick, to honor the Video Category entry by Seif Allah
Bouchrara. Seif’s video captured the spirit of the Melrose Center as a place to foster self-growth through
learning skills that allow creativity to flourish. See Seif’s video here: https://youtu.be/A0Q5Rrk1BsM
• Attendees at this year’s Expo got a glimpse of our brand new video mapping technology, as the Audio
Studio wall was brought to life with projected images of past Melrose Center events, Melrose Awards
entries and a variety of other Melrose-related images. Video mapping technology is becoming increasingly
prevalent in the industry, as it is being used at popular attractions (Cinderella’s Castle being perhaps the
most recognizable,) for theatre and music stage production, and even to add flair to restaurants and wedding
ceremonies. We’ll be developing curriculum this year to teach students how to use video mapping
technology, and we also plan to use video mapping at offsite events to really bring attention to Library
exhibits. Take a look at how it looked on the Audio Studio wall during the Expo here:
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseOrlando/photos/a.1419185548342659.1073741828.1418964395031441/
2011195372475004/?type=3&theater

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

In the Simulator/VR Lab during the Expo, we unveiled Juan Rivera’s newest Virtual Reality game, Virtual
Reality Karaoke. We actually provided a sneak peek at VR Karaoke at last month’s Otronicon during their
Science Night Live event, but this was the first time we’d made it available at the Center. In addition to VR
Karaoke, we simultaneously offered the VR Boxing Experience on the other side of the Lab, and also had
all four simulators in action for visitors to explore.
The Video Studio was predictably popular during the Expo as we brought back the Super Green Screen
Experience, allowing folks to literally step into a video game to be the hero. The Photo Studio staff was
busy taking portraits for visitors and posting them on the Center’s Facebook page throughout the event. The
Fab Lab featured staff demonstrating the remote controlled submersibles and paper engineering, while
exhibitors from local makerspace Factur provided 3D printing demonstrations.
As in years past, this year’s Expo featured live music. But rather than hosting the entertainment on a stage
in the open area, we showcased our popular Melrose in the Mix sessions by hosting a “Mini in the Mix” in
the Audio Studio. Beth McKee, E-Turn and Marc With a C each performed in the live room of the studio
for visitors making their way in and out of the various spaces during the Expo. The control room was open
as well for attendees to get a real sense of the studio in action. Before the sessions began, Leo Linares
captured the three performers interviewing themselves. See that video here:
https://www.facebook.com/MelroseOrlando/videos/2011100819151126/
About midway through the Expo, Davey Jay, Esq. from Meehle & Jay P.A. gave a presentation on
entertainment law:

Meehle & Jay P.A. were among a handful of exhibitors who we connected with through our various
meetups over the past year. Others included Magic Haus Films, Mad Cow Theatre, and Maker Effect
Foundation. Also featured among the exhibitors were some of the independent groups who hold regular
meetups in the Center, including Indienomicon, Orlando Podcasters and Orlando Unity3D. And of course,
we also welcomed the popular Tourist City Ghostbusters, who returned to ensure the Center was ghost-free
throughout the afternoon.
The Video Team joined forces with Photo for the meetup held on February 21. Photo Instructor Ray Khan
(who incidentally resigned effective February 28th to pursue a career as a professional pilot) was the
presenter for Drone Photography and Videography. The string of really successful Video meetups
continued, with 45 in attendance.
On February 11, the Photo Team hosted a two-part meetup called Photo 101 & Photo Walk. The first
portion took place in the Photo Studio and featured a talk on understanding and effectively using camera
settings. The second part featured our interactive walk around Lake Eola with participants snapping outdoor
images. We had 15 participants.

•
•

•

•
•
•

Our second ever Theatre Meetup was held on February 25. The meetup was the first of two that will focus
on auditions. We had 12 in attendance for The Audition, Part One, which featured actor-director Tony
Simotes in association with Mad Cow Theatre.
Membership for Melrose Meetup groups continued to grow in February:
o Orlando Audio – 631 (+21)
o Orlando Digital Media Design – 445 (+35)
o Orlando Out Tonight Theatre – 349 (+71)
o Orlando Photo+Design – 1,929 (+66)
o Orlando Video & Post Production – 1,410 (+53)
We had four community meetups in the Melrose center during February, with attendance as follows:
o Indienomicon – 55
o Orlando Robotics & Makers Club – 26
o Orlando Podcasters – 14
o Bilingual Digital Marketing Meetup – 10
We welcomed 147 Melrose Members in February, while offering the self-guided tour of the Center to 318
visitors.
Jim appeared on WPRK’s State of the Scene radio show on February 16 to promote the Expo.
Finally, we came across this nice collage of Factur’s exhibit in the fab Lab during the Expo, posted to flickr
by user Swami Worldtraveler. Pretty neat.

Alafaya
• On 1, 8, 15 and 22 February, Carlos Paz hosted “English from Zero” at Alafaya. This is a space where
beginning English learners can practice their day to day vocabulary. A total of 45 customers participated in
the program.
• On 3 February, the Central Florida Fair hosted “Animal Storytime” at Alafaya. A total of 21 customers
participated in this program.
• On 5 February, Lauren Mathur and Priscilla Diaz hosted “SMART Start” at Alafaya. This event focuses on
hands on science, math, and art activities for kids ages 2-4. A total of 45 customers attended this event.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On 5, 12, 19 and 26 February, Carmen Offutt, Kreg Dobzinski, Andrew Jeffries and Kelly Head hosted
“Maker Monday” at Alafaya. This regular event challenges kids age 8-15 to problem solve and create. A
total of 33 customers participated in these events.
On 6 February, Lauren Mathur hosted two sessions of “Headstart Storytime” at Alafaya. Through stories
and songs, children ages 3-5 learn about different subjects. A total of 139 customers participated in these
events.
On 7 February, Meghan Mitchell and Josh Shidel attended the Econ River High School Career and
Resource Fair outreach. They talked about library resources to a total of 175 teenagers.
On 7 February, Michelle Bernabe hosted two sessions of “Bubble Playtime” at Alafaya. This event helps
toddlers develop motor skills through bubbles. A total of 88 customers attended these two events.
On 12 February, Lauren Mathur hosted “Storytime Yoga” at Alafaya. This program teaches children basic
yoga poses inspired by picture books. A total of 39 customers attended this program.
On 13 February, an external presenter hosted “PBS Kids Time” at Alafaya. This monthly program promotes
learning and exploring with the different PBS Characters. A total of 56 customers attended this event.
On 14 February, Lynette Schimpf hosted “Bee My Valentine” at Alafaya. This themed program celebrated
Valentine’s Day with stories and crafts. A total of 28 customer attended.
On 19 February, Lauren Mathur and Misty White hosted “You Can Be Anything” at Alafaya. This program
engages children in imaginative play while learning about different professions. A total of 44 customers
participated.
On 20 February, Lauren Mathur hosted “You’re a Big Kid Now!” at Alafaya. This new program discusses
subjects related to growing up and learning new things. A total of 33 customers participated.
On 24 February, an external presenter hosted “Amazing Animals” at Alafaya. A total of 34 customers
attended the program.
On 24 February, an external presenter hosted “Little Wonders” at Alafaya. A total of 27 customers attended
the magic show.
On 25 February, Meghan Mitchell and Priscilla Diaz hosted “Rapunzel and Merida’s Medieval Festival” at
Alafaya. Through stories, crafts and songs, kids interacted with their favorite princesses. A total of 44
customers participated.
On 26 February, Michelle Bernabe hosted “Sensory Toys” at Alafaya. This program allows children ages 13 to learn through play using sensory toys. A total of 33 customers attended this event.
Throughout the month of February, Lauren Mathur and Misty White received and replied to letters
addressed to the character of the month’s mailbox at Alafaya. This ongoing event allows children to express
themselves through words and to communicate with their favorite book characters. A total of 73 children
participated in this ongoing event.

Chickasaw
• On 1 February, “Parachute Play” hosted 36 children and parents for a special parachute playtime that
included rhymes and songs.
• On 12 February, Chickasaw celebrated love, family and friendship during “I Love You to the Moon and
Back!” During this time 43 children and adults enjoyed a story and interactive Valentine’s Day activities and
crafts.
• On 13 February, Chickasaw hosted 67 attendees for “OrisiRisi African Folklore.” The beauty of African life
and culture was shared through a unique folkloric performance filled with drumming, dance and storytelling.
• On 15 February, “Bubble Play Time” was a Chickasaw event targeting toddlers and preschoolers for a great
time developing coordination while playing with bubbles; 57 attended.
• On 17 February, Chickasaw hosted 41 attendees for “Little Wonders.” The audience enjoyed an exploration
of impossible ideas presented through a series of captivating and offbeat illusions.
• On 24 February, Operation HOPE Inc. presented a first time home buyer class where participants learned
about the home buying process from start to finish; 34 attended.
• On 7, 14 and 21 in February, “K Ready!” hosted an average of 37 children and adults at Chickasaw. This
series introduces reading, math and other basic concepts and skills for children getting ready to enter
kindergarten.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On 9 and 23 February an average of 44 children and parents painted, pasted, and glued during “Artsy
Toddler” at Chickasaw. Children ages 1-3 enjoyed stories, songs and exploring different creative mediums
during this event.
On 9 and 23 February, a total of 61 attended “Wii Love Gaming” for action-packed fun with the Nintendo
Wii.
Every Tuesday in February an average of 40 children and parents participated in Chickasaw’s “Storybook
Fun.” This read-aloud program includes folk and animal tales, songs and poetry for children ages 3-5.
Each Tuesday in February an average of 53 children and parents attended, “Storytime Crafts” at Chickasaw.
This event is held right after story time to help develop fine motor skills.
Every Tuesday in February an average of 23 children and parents attended, “Tiny Tales” at Chickasaw. This
weekly event includes rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes to introduce very young children to literature.
On Tuesdays in February an average of 47 children and parents attended, “Toddler Time” at Chickasaw. This
weekly event includes stories and activities for children ages 18-36 months.
On Mondays and Tuesdays in February, Chickasaw hosted “English from Zero” in order to learn basic
language skills; an average of 29 students attended each class.
Each Wednesday in February, Chickasaw had an average of 18 people attended “Basic Spanish” in order to
learn basic language skills for those who speak little to no Spanish.
On Thursdays in February, “Practice Makes Perfect” hosted an average of 25 people each week practicing
their English skills.

Eatonville
• On 3 February, Eatonville branch hosted “The Road To Me: Literacy Through Autobiography” celebration.
The celebration honored the 11 participants who participated in this 6 week reading and writing sessions for
ages 9 – 12. Participants were engaged in content rich activities related to genealogy, narrative writing, and
inspiration was drawn from the legacy of well-known African American children’s author, novelist, short
story writer, folklorist, poet, and anthropologist Zora Neale Hurston; her stories were utilized to teach and
motivate at risk children to write their own autobiography. A total of 51 attended this event.
• On 5 February, Patty Brinkman hosted “Science of Love”. A total of 13 participants celebrated Valentine’s
Day with fun science experiments using valentine hearts and other household items.
• On 6 February, Eatonville hosted “Superhero POP Musical!” A total of 36 participants from Hungerford
Elementary second grade classes attended this song and dance superhero musical.
• On 7, 14, & 28 February Positive Flow Foundation offered free tutoring to a total of 38 students.
• On 17 February, Patrice Florence-Walker attended the “Meadows Family Fun Day” community outreach. A
total of 82 attendees visited the library table to learn about becoming a reciprocal borrower and other
resources available through the library.
• On 27 February, Beverley-Ann Galloway hosted “Zoo Zen”. A total of 28 students from Hungerford
Elementary pre K class and the community enjoyed stories and yoga movements with zoo animals and
friends.
• Every Thursday in February, Eatonville branch hosted “Smarty Pants” interactive events designed to help
children develop early literacy skills through stories, songs, finger plays, movements and more. A total of
157 attended this month’s Smarty Pants.
• A total of 54 participated in February’s “Check It Out: Central Florida Fair” promotion.
• During the month the branch hosted their own “Check It Out: Blind Date with a Book” Valentine promotion.
A total of 86 customers participated.
Edgewater
• On 3 February, 13 participants attended “Science of love” and created special Valentine’s Day cards and
crafts for their loved ones.
• On 7 February, 22 customers met with staff from the “Orange County Property Appraiser Satellite Office’’
for information on homestead exemption and other tax related information.
• On 9 February, 21 budding chefs attended the “Cuisine Corner Junior: Cookie Decorating” event. They
expressed their creativity by decorating sugary cookie treats with frosting, Sprinkles and candies.
• On 12 February, 16 customers enjoyed “Treehouse Adventures – Dinosaurs Before Dark” as they engaged in
interactive activities based on the popular Magic Tree House series.
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On 10 February, 23 customers attended “Central Florida Zoo presents: ZOOper Heroes.” They investigated
the world of super heroes who have special animal abilities.
On 13 February, the event “Central Florida Book Club” had 27 patrons who discussed excerpts from the
book Sweet By and By by Todd Johnson.
On 13 February, 12 participants took a walk on the sweet side at the “Chocolate” event. They explored all
things chocolate with trivia, games, and other morsels of fun.
On 21 February, the event “Music and Games – Black History Month” attracted 10 participants who listened
to live music reflecting on black artists while playing fun card and board games.
On 5, 12, 19 and 26 February, 56 toddlers and parents engaged in “Smarty Pants” a story time designed for
all children ages birth – 5 years. From the rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes to the use of picture
books, songs and flannel board stories, children are encouraged to develop early literacy skills.
On 1- 28 February, 84 persons participated in the “Check it Out: Central Florida Fair” contest.

Herndon
• On 2, 9, and 16 February, Tracy Covey and Aleksandra Ciecielag hosted “So, You Want to Learn a New
Language? (French).” A total of 21 customers attended these events where preschoolers learned French and
completed a craft.
• On 3 February and 17 February Gisselle Garcia hosted “Busy Builders.” A total of 30 customers attended
these events where children enjoyed independent play with building toys.
• On 7 February, Normalee Page hosted “I Love You to the Moon and Back.” Nineteen customers attended
this event for preschoolers celebrating love, family, and friendships.
• On 10 February, Herndon hosted “Comedy Mak’s Variety Show.” Thirty-two customers attended this
variety show that included juggling, magic, and plate-spinning.
• On 10 and 24 February, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Construction Toys for Kids.” A total of 25
customers attended this event in which children learned the basics of building with Snap Circuits, K’NEX
and Magformers.
• On 14 February, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Little Chef: Strawberry Yogurt Parfait.” Twenty-three
customers attended this event for preschoolers where they got to practice cooking skills by making a
delicious strawberry yogurt parfait.
• On 20 February, Herndon hosted “Storytelling in Space.” Eleven customers attended this event featuring
author and artist Mike Maihack.
• On 21 February, Tracy Covey hosted “This is My Name.” Sixteen customers attended this event for
preschoolers that included fun crafts and activities.
• On 21 February, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Sparkle Like a Unicorn.” Fourteen customers attended this event
celebrating the magic of unicorns.
• On 23 February, Herndon hosted “Animal Storytime by the Central Florida Fair.” Thirty customers attended
this event and enjoyed a special storytime with live animals.
• On 28 February, Aleksandra Ciecielag hosted “Afternoon Art.” Eleven customers attended this event in
which children learned about an artist and then created their own art in that artist’s style.
• On Mondays and Thursdays in February, Herndon hosted “AARP Tax Assistance.” AARP volunteers
provided free tax assistance to 183 people this month.
• In February, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Character Mailbox” featuring SpongeBob. Sixty-five children
participated by writing letters and sending them through our character mailbox.
• In February, 36 children participated in the “Sweet Tomatoes: Check It Out” contest. Children who got a
new library card or checked out 5 items at the Herndon Branch received a certificate and coupon for a free
kid’s meal with the purchase of an adult meal at Sweet Tomatoes.
• In February, 75 children participated in the “Check It Out: Central Florida Fair” contest.
Hiawassee
• On 5 February, Hiawassee hosted an event titled “Orange County Property Appraiser Satellite Office” which
was conducted by representatives from the Property Appraiser’s Office. Customers were assisted with
applying for Homestead Exemption, and forty-six people were aided in the application process.
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On 5 February, Hiawassee conducted "Teen Gaming Night" were there were eighteen people gaming and
dancing the night evening away.
On 9 February, Hiawassee hosted a children’s event titled “Animal Storytime” which was conducted by our
friends at the Central Florida Fair. An OCLS storyteller shared animal stories and the nineteen attendees
were then treated to an animal meet and great courtesy of the fair.
On 9 February, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event titled "Bubble Playtime" were there were thirty-two
folks in attendance enjoying stories and activities related to making and creating bubbles. They even got to
blow their own bubbles and engage in a spirited game of catching them.
On 16 February, Hiawassee staff conducted a preschool event titled “Snail Tails” that involved stories and
crafts about snails. There were twelve people in attendance.
On 21 February, Hiawassee hosted a Cuisine Corner Junior event called "I Dip. You Dip. We Dip!” where
there were eighteen people in attendance creating their own delicious chocolate fondue concoctions.
On 23 February, Hiawassee staff conducted a preschool event titled “I Love You to the Moon and Back” that
involved stories and crafts and songs about love, family, and friendship. There were thirteen people in
attendance.
On 26 February, Hiawassee conducted a "Creative Coloring" event for adults and twelve participants dazzled
us with their artistic skills.
This month Hiawassee continued to host the weekly event for adults entitled “Improve Your English Reading
Workshop.” It is held every Wednesday evening, is led by a tutor from the Adult Literacy League, and is
offered through their partnership with OCLS. Participants read together and work on improving their
comprehension and expanding their English vocabulary. The average weekly attendance this month was
thirteen people.

Main
• The “Conquer Your Clutter” series had 55 attendees who learned about decluttering the master bedroom,
closet and bathroom over two sessions.
• On 3 February, the library held its annual “Step Off” competition where step teams from local schools
performed their routines for 337 audience members.
• Musicians Ross Malcolm Boyd and Jamie Feinberg transported 73 audience members to decades past during
the “Splish Splash! A Journey through the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s event on 4 February.
• Library Storyteller, Deanna, visited Leu Gardens on 5 February and entertained 353 children and their
caregivers with stories, songs and rhymes all about frogs!
• Youth Services staff conducted a fun and educational library field trip for 163 students and their teachers
from Hillcrest Elementary School on 8 February.
• A crowd of 114 people gathered as dragon dancers, folk dancers, musicians, calligraphers and yo-yoists from
the Chinese School of CAACF, Inc performed during the “Chinese New Year Celebration: Year Of The
Dog” on 10 February.
• Local luminaries Genger Gadsden, Johnny Magic, Jazmin Bailey, Bianca Belair, Montez Ford and numerous
others read inspirational pieces of literature to 214 audience members during the African-American Read-In
held on 11 February.
• The Afro-pop group “Wassalou Band” played original and cover songs to a group of 177 eager listeners on
18 February.
• The Honorable Glenda Hood contributed photos and an oral history to Orlando Memory on 20 February. The
interview will soon be available on the re-designed Orlando Memory website.
• On 24 February, 36 people practiced their reading skills with special furry friends at the “Paws to Read”
program.
• The library was on site to share in the fun of “Pioneer Days” on 24 and 25 February where 36 attendees
shared their stories with Orlando Memory, and 121 attendees stopped to learn about library services.
• On 25 February, Kreative Kids And Beyond Inc. educated and entertained 103 attendees by bringing
awareness and appreciation of the cultural arts of Western Africa through dance at the event “Celebrate
Black History Through Rhythm.”
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During the month of February, 230 students received homework help and played fun strategy games to build
their reading and writing skills at “Game Changer Afterschool Adventures.”
In February, 10 customers attended “Career Academy: JobSmart USA” sessions.
The “Social Worker @ the Library” program is once again in full swing, having assisted 50 customers over
three sessions in February.

North Orange
• On 3 February, North Orange hosted, “Amazing Animals” A total of 19 customers attended the event.
• On 5 February, Emma Henderson hosted, “Sparkle like a Unicorn” A total of 19 customers attended the
event.
• On 6 February, Stacey Hancock presented, “Tooth Tales.” A total of 43 attendees participated.
• On 8 February Stacey Hancock presented “I Can Count.” A total of 41 customers attended the event.
• On 10 February, “PAWS to Read” was presented. A total of 20 customers attended the event.
• On 12 February, Jolanta Wilson and Melissa Cruz hosted “I Heart Art!” A total of 27 customers attended the
event.
• On 13 February, Stacey Hancock, hosted a “This is My Name.” A total of 38 customers attended the event.
• On 14 February, Stacey Hancock hosted, “Bee My Valentine.” A total of 17 customers attended the event.
• On 15 February, Stacey Hancock hosted “Snail Tail.” A total of 42 customers attended the event.
• On 17 February, “Cookies & Milk with a Cop” was presented. A total of 61 customers attended the event.
• On 19 February, Desire Lopez hosted “Chocolate!” A total of 15 customers attended the event.
• On 21 February, Emily Mellowe hosted “Cuisine Corner Junior: I Dip. You Dip. We Dip.” A total of 55
customer attend the event.
• On 22 February, Stacey Hancock hosted “I Love You to the Moon and Back.” A total of 39 attended
participated.
• On 23 February, Stacey Hancock hosted “Little Chef: Strawberry Yogurt Parfait.” A total of 38 attendees
participated.
• On 27 February, Stacey Hancock hosted “Never Pet a Porcupine.” A total of 58 customers attended the
event.
• On 28 February, Gaby Gomez hosted “Wood You DIY?” A total of 15 attendees participated.
• Every Wednesday in February, Anne Brickeen and Jolanta Wilson, hosted “Storytime Crafts” A total of 4
events were held with an average of 58 attendees per event.
• Every Wednesday in February, Mayonne Granzo, ESOL Instructor presented “English from Zero” A total of
4 classes were taught with an average of 30 attendees per event.
• Kerry Morgan hosted “Communi-Tree: What fills your Heart with Love?” 104 customers wrote a note on
what brings them happiness and love during Valentine’s Day.
• North Orange hosted "Character Mailbox" featuring "Paddington.” 58 kids participated by writing letters to
the character.
South Creek
• On 3 February, “Bee-utiful Valentines” was hosted at the South Creek Branch. Circulation Clerk Kelley
Mayer had the crowd of 20 a buzz with Valentine’s Day crafts.
• On 3 February, Chef Farah Davids concluded a three-part cooking series by showing the 16 new cooks how
to create simple meals.
• On 3 February, Circulation Clerk Jon Jacobs helped 33 young artists fall in love with their creation of heartthemed projects.
• On 10 February, “Valentine Hugs” was hosted at the South Creek Branch. Circulation Clerk Lynne
Richards presented this preschool aged event to 25 library customers who enjoyed a story and craft.
• On 10 February, Circulation Clerk Tran Nguyen hosted showed 22 artists how to create cute valentines with
“Valentine Origami”.
• On 11 February, Branch Librarian Reshard Ausserlechner helped 18 library customers socialize and build
friendships with “Tea and Conversations with Friends”.
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On 14 February, Reshard gave two library tours to 27 adult students from the Harvest English Institute.
These tours showcased library resources and allowed the students to register for library cards.
On 14 February, “Family Game Night” allowed 18 library customers to enjoy board games at the library.
On 17 February, Circulation Clerk Maria Mussi hosted “This Is My Name”. Twenty-three customers and
their young children were able to see how special their name is.
On 17 February, “Sparkle Like a Unicorn” attracted 100 library customers to a fantastical event with stories
and crafts.
On 19 February, Customer Service Tech Aly Oestreich rocked out with 10 library customers in “Black
History Month: Great American Music”.
On 24 February, Circulation Clerks Ivonne Ramos and Kelley Mayer hosted “Arm Kint Infinity Scarves”.
The group of 12 keeps warm by knitting their own custom accessory.
On 24 February, “Artreach” was hosted at the South Creek Branch. Local artists lead workshops for the
crowd of 18 to empower them to use art to make positive changes.
On 26 February, Aly Oestreich started a new conversational English class titled “Talk To Me: Basic English
Conversation” which attracted 15 participants.
On 27 February, “Car Seat Safety” was hosted outdoors at the South Creek Branch. Certified technicians
from Children’s Safety Village were on hand to assist the 22 attendees with their car seats.
On 27 February, “Orlando Mom’s Club” attracted 26 participants to their event.
South Creek hosts a number of weekly and biweekly events.
In February, weekly storytimes attracted 675 children and their caretakers.
In February, Customer Service Tech Laura Lizardi presented “Discover: World Dancing” four times and
and showed the 108 in attendance dances from around the world.
In February, ESOL Instructor Shelley Costa’s classes had 163 students improving their English.
In February, Instructors from the Adult Literacy League had 37 students attend their “Practice Makes
Perfect” class for English conversation.
In February, Customer Service Lead Carmen Medina-Bermudez taught “English from Zero” four times with
a total of 41 participants.
In February, “AARP Income Tax Assistance” was held seven times and volunteers were able to assist 205
with filing their income tax return.
In February, Laura Lizardi hosted “Toddler G.A.M.E.S.” four times with a total of 142 in attendance.
In February, Carmen Medina-Bermudez taught “Let’s Speak Spanish” to 55 new Spanish speakers.
In February, “MUSIC Club” was held twice with 32 customers in attendance.
In February, The Orange County Property Appraiser held satellite office hours four times at South Creek
and answered questions for 95 residents.

South Trail
• On 7 February, “OrisiRisi African Folklore” entertained a crowd of 49 with stories, music and drumming.
• On 13 February, Sharon Payton told stories and made crafts with 23 children at the “Humpty Dumpty”
program.
• On 14 February, 23 children learned about “The Science of Love.”
• On 15 February, 80 people were entertained with “Music in the Library: Nkosinathi Gcabashe.”
• On 20 February, “Animal Storytime” entertained 36 children with stories and animals. The animals in
attendance were a rabbit, guinea pig and 2 chickens.
• On 20 February, “Legal Assistance for Immigrants” helped 12 people with immigration issues.
• On 22 February, 22 children enjoyed “Chocolate!”
• On 27 February, 14 children participated in “Sparkles Like A Unicorn.”
• On 28 February, South Trail began “K Ready!” with 25 in attendance.
Southeast
• On 10 February, the event “Cuisine Corner Junior: I Dip, You Dip, We Dip!” was hosted at Southeast, a
total of 81 people attended.
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On 12 and 13 February, the event “Orange County Property Appraiser Satellite Office” was hosted at
Southeast, a total of 49 people attended.
On 14 February, the event “Bee My Valentine” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 18 people attended.
On 17 February, the event “Comedy Maks' Variety Show” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 24 people
attended.
On 19 February, the event “Kids! Celebrate Black History Month” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 24
people attended.
On 20 February, the event “Snail Tales” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 15 people attended.
On 24 February, the event “Animal Storytime” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 39 people attended.
Every other Wednesday for the month of February, a total of 43 attendees participated in Southeast’s
“STEAM Club.”
Most Thursdays for the month of February, a total of 37 attendees participated in Southeast’s “Tertulia
Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club.”
Every Monday and Friday for the month of February, a total of 199 attended “AARP Income Tax
Assistance” at Southeast.
Every Thursday for the month of February, a total of 51 attended “Conversation Hour” at Southeast.
Every Thursday for the month of February, a total of 118 attended “Writing Clearly Beginner” at Southeast.
Every Friday for the month of February, the event “Speaking Clearly: Intermediate” was hosted at
Southeast, a total of 70 people attended.
Every Wednesday for the month of February, a total of 399 children and parents participated in Southeast’s’
“Wednesday Morning Story Times.”
Every Wednesday for the month of February, a total of 181 children and caretakers participated in
Southeast’s “Color Your World!”

Southwest
• On 5 February, the “Southwest Homeschool Club: Can You Build It?” program was attended by 17
participants who learned about STEAM and tested their construction skills.
• On 7 February, 12 patrons attended the “Stress Buster Coloring Hour” to unwind and unplug with art.
• On 9 February, 87 people attended “The Magic of Eric Carle” and had fun with interactive activities
inspired by classic stories.
• On 12 February, “Stories & Stretches” focused on motor development with songs and stories for 39
attendees.
• On 13 February, 13 people attended “Healthy Living is a Sip Away” and learned the history and health
benefits of tea.
• On 14 February, the branch hosted “SMART Start” and offered hands-on early learning adventures for 37
attendees.
• On 16 February, the “Little Chef: Strawberry Yogurt Parfait” program was attended by 51 attendees who
created a tasty treat.
• On 19 February, Southwest hosted the “Women in the Arts Annual Benefactor’s Appreciation Dinner” for
22 patrons.
• On 19 February, the event “Princess Tea Party” featured princess stories, castle activities and a special treat
for 112 royal attendees.
• On 23 February, 40 people attended the “Baby Bash” program and enjoyed songs and stories while
developing better motor skills.
• On 27 February, 14 members of the “Southwest Book Club” met to discuss their monthly selection.
• Every other Thursday morning in February, Youth Programming Specialist Debra Winslow hosted
“Storytime Crafts.” Two events were held with a total of 89 attendees.
• On Thursdays in February, 150 preschoolers and their caregivers attended “Storybook Fun” to listen to
stories, songs and develop a love of reading.
• In February, 247 toddlers and their caregivers came to “Toddler Time” to hear stories, songs and rhymes.
• On Thursdays in February, the library facilitated the “Improve Your English Reading Workshop” for 122
attendees to work on English vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension.
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In February, the library partnered with the Adult Literacy League to host “Practice Makes PerfectConversational English Workshop” where 120 patrons worked on improving their English speaking skills.
During February, 100 children participated in the library’s “Check it Out: Central Florida Fair” promotion.
In February, the “Chocolate Scavenger Hunt” helped children learn about the Dewey Decimal System and
the 71 who participated received a small prize.

Washington Park
• In February, “English from Zero” and “English Basics” were hosted at the Washington Park Branch.
Beginning English speakers learned basics with our instructors. There were 174 participants with an average
of 11 per session.
• In February, “The Road to Me” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. This 6-part series empowered
children to create their own mini-autobiography! For ages 8 - 14. There were 12 participants who attended
the series.
• On 7 February, “Chocolate” was hosted at Washington Park. Would-be chocolatiers took a walk on the
sweet side exploring all things chocolate with trivia, games, and other morsels of fun! There were 13
participants.
• On 12 February, “Science of Love” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Scientists celebrated
Valentine's Day with fun experiments and challenges. There were 16 participants.
• On 13 February, a Field Trip for fifth and sixth graders from Scholar's Preparatory School was hosted at
Washington Park Branch. Staff provided a library tour, OCLS web page tutorial, Black History presentation,
and read aloud focusing on a pertinent figure. There were 16 participants.
• On 14 February, "Bee My Valentine" was hosted at Washington Park Branch. Kids and teens joined us for
fun Valentine's crafts. There were 30 participants.
• On 21 February, “Wood You DIY” was hosted at Washington Park Branch. Students learned how to make
birch tree paintings while hanging out with friends. There were 18 participants.
• On 22 February, "African American Literacy Night" was hosted at Washington Shores Elementary School.
Washington Park staff were present to highlight the OCLS celebration of Black History Month, OCLS
resources, and offer library card registrations. There were 166 participants.
• On 23 February, “The Magic of Eric Carle” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Inspired by the
classic stories of Eric Carle, some of his most well-known stories, including the Very Hungry Caterpillar,
were presented LIVE, followed by interactive activities. There were 70 participants.
• On 26 February, “Sparkle Like a Unicorn” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Kids celebrated the
unique, magical, and mystical unicorn with stories and activities! There were 9 participants.
• On 28 February, “Small World: China” was hosted at Washington Park Branch. World travelers explored
the unique culture of China through activities, food, language, and music. There were 11 participants.
West Oaks
• On 1 February, the event, “Finding Your Roots: A Genealogy Course - Digging Up Land Records” was
hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Learning about deeds, mortgages, platting,
and surveys provided 32 genealogy researchers the opportunity to discover the difference between metes
and bounds states and public land record states.
• On 1 February, the event, “Zoo Zen” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center.
Since it was time for an introduction to yoga with zoo animals and friends, 11 preschoolers and parents
learned fun movements as they journeyed a wild and magical adventure.
• On 2 February through 23 February, the weekly event, “AARP Income Tax Assistance” was hosted at the
West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center with 202 customers receiving assistance for the month.
• On 3 February, the event, “Sparkle Like a Unicorn” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Fantastical fun awaited 29 customers who all enjoyed stories and crafts, celebrating the
unique, magical and mystical unicorn!
• On 4 February, the event, “This is My Name” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. Parents helped their preschoolers learn how to recognize and spell their name through fun crafts
and activities, as all 13 attendees participated and learned more about their names!
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On 5 February through 26 February, the weekly event series, “Citizenship Inspired” was hosted at the West
Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. We enjoyed welcoming and inspiring 31 customers and
helping them prepare for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and Interview.
On 6 February, the event, “Framed” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center.
Wanting to be a part of a mystery at the library, 23 customers joined us for a role-playing game based on
Framed by James Ponti.
On 7 February, the event, “Healthy Living” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. Senior experts provided 13 customers with information on how to take steps towards creating and
maintaining a healthy lifestyle.
On 8 February, the event, “Finding Your Roots: A Genealogy Course - Estates, Wills, and Probate
Records” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Eager to learn what these
records are, where they are located, and how to best utilize them , 31 customers joined us for a discussion
on wills, indexes, estate inventories, newspaper notices, bonds, settlements, and guardianships.
On 8 February, the event, “I Love You to the Moon and Back!” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. This early learning event included 12 parents and preschoolers celebrating
love, family and friendship while enjoying a story and Valentine’s Day activities and crafts.
On 10 February, the event, “Family History Fair” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. We celebrated with 258 customers on the three-year anniversary of our Grand ReOpening.
On 11 February, the event, “Bee My Valentine” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. The buzz was all about Valentine's Day and 15 customers visited the Library for lovely
Valentine's stories, crafts and fun!
On 13 February and 27 February, the event, “Storytime for Grownups!” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. These events featured funny Valentine stories and tales about “The
City Beautiful” through local legends and folklore for our 25 customers attending. These high-energy,
entertaining grown up story time events are presented by our talented library storytellers.
On 13 February, the event, “Science of Love” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. Eager to celebrate Valentine’s Day with fun science experiments and challenges, our 21 customers
surely got their heart’s beating.
On 15 February, the event, “Finding Your Roots: A Genealogy Course - Journey through Immigration
Records” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. With immigration records
being an incredibly rich source of information for the family historian, 45 customers attended this event to
learn more about family history by using passenger lists, passports, alien registration cards, and
naturalization records.
On 15 February, the event, “Orange County Property Appraiser Satellite Office” was hosted at the West
Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Members of the Orange County Property Appraiser 2018
Exemption Satellite Office assisted 28 customers with applying for Homestead Exemption.
On 15 February, the event, “Little Chef: Strawberry Yogurt Parfait” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. Since you’re never too young to get your start in the kitchen, we welcomed
23 preschoolers and parents to learn what dish can be made with strawberries, graham crackers and
yogurt!
On 17 February, the event, “ArtReach” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. Local artists led a workshop that fostered creativity and empowered 10 customers to use art as a
way to make positive changes!
On 18 February, the event, “Feathers” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center.
There are hundreds of bird species in Florida and 18 of our customers learned to identify some of our most
popular birds and received tips on creating a comfortable habitat for our feathered friends.
On 19 February, the event, “West Orange Homeschoolers Board Games” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. A total of 18 parents and children participated playing educational
board games and learning about library resources.
On 20 February, the event, “Fact or Fiction USA” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Do you know where you live? An audience of 22 customers tested their knowledge and
learned quirky facts about the great U.S. of A. with stories, activities and crafts.
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On 21 February, the event, “Anatomy of a Civil War Pension File” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. An audience of 13 customers analyzed several pension files from both
union and confederate veterans, as well as a widow's pension file, to uncover what types of information are
typically contained within these tremendous genealogical resources.
On 22 February, the event, “Finding Your Roots: A Genealogy Course - Exploring Church and Cemetery
Records” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Church and cemetery
records were revealed to 35 customers as a strong source of information for births, marriages and deaths
especially in the period before the civil registration of vital statistics.
On 22 February, the event, “Extraordinarily Ordinary” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Parents and preschoolers joined us to discover the joys of imagination with everyday
items. All 28 little ones attending learned to make the ordinary into extraordinary!
On 22 February, the event, “Craft Club for Adults: Painting Wine Glasses” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. We invited customers to join us for some craft therapy by painting
wine glasses, and all 10 customers attending enjoyed every moment of the event.
On 24 February, the event “Paws to Read” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center and was enjoyed by 17 children, parents, and a few furry friends.
On 27 February, the event, “Cuisine Corner Junior: I Dip. You Dip. We Dip!” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. There’s always room for chocolate and 29 customers joined us to
experience fondue fun while getting creative with chocolate covered treats!
On 28 February, the event, “Genetic Genealogy in Practice Study Group” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. An audience of 15 joined us for our genetic genealogy study group
to learn how DNA test results can help confirm, extend, and deepen genealogical research.
On 28 February, the “Central Florida Fair” checkout promotion for juvenile cardholders that was hosted at
the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center concluded, with 155 customers checking out library
materials and receiving a free child’s ticket to the Central Florida Fair.
On 28 February, West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center staff represented the library at the
Bridgewater Middle School’s Multicultural Festival. Our Assistant Manager shared with 105 attendees
information on Library services, resources, our Genealogy Center and upcoming events and classes.

Windermere
• On 5 February, 12 children and 9 adults came to “K-Ready!” to help prepare for kindergarten through
creative play, cooperative learning and activities that stimulate the imagination!
• On 10 February, Rocky, everyone’s favorite dachshund service dog, came to “Angel Paws to Read” so that
25 children and 20 adults could read to him and his new pup protégé.
• On 10 February, “Never Pet a Porcupine” taught 13 children and adults some important lessons, such as
porcupines can weigh as much as a small child and they have thousands of quills, through stories and
crafts.
• On 12 February, 11 children and 9 adults came to “K-Ready!” to help prepare for kindergarten through
creative play, cooperative learning and activities that stimulate the imagination!
• On 13 February, during “Storytime with Chick-fil-A” 17 children and 16 adults came to make crafts with
Baby Cow and read a story.
• On 14 February, “Science of Love” brought 15 children and adults to the library to celebrate Valentine’s
Day with science themed crafts and stories.
• On 19 February, 5 children and 5 adults came to “K-Ready!” to help prepare for kindergarten through
creative play, cooperative learning and activities that stimulate the imagination!
• On 22 February, “Sparkle Like a Unicorn” had 19 children and 14 adults super excited to be at the library
to celebrate the unique, magical and mystical unicorn through crafts and stories.
• On 26 February, 14 children and 10 adults came to “K-Ready!” to help prepare for kindergarten through
creative play, cooperative learning and activities that stimulate the imagination!
• On 28 February, “Blind Date with a Book” yielded 44 participants who checked out paper wrapped titles
with minimal description for a blind date reading their mystery items.

Winter Garden
• On 6 February, “I Can Count,” was hosted by circulation clerk, Chand Persaud, for 1, 2, 3,......29
participants!
• On 10 February, “Zoo Zen” had a total of 19 little yogis who learned to imitate animals in child-friendly
yoga poses, hosted by Erin Reichel.
• On 10 February, Nadine Nelson hosted, a “Valentine Princess Party” for 19 delighted attendees.
• On 13 February, Teisha Bremner, hosted “Artsy Toddler” for 41 participants who created handmade
valentines for their families and explored red finger paint and pretty watercolors.
• On 14 February, Branch Librarian, Carey Major, hosted, “Science of Love” for 24 attendees who explored
food coloring.
• On each Thursday morning in February, youth program specialist, Erin Reichel hosted the series “Use
Your Hands,” an average of 27 people participated each week.
• On 17 February, we had furry, slithering, and scaley visitors for “Animal Storytime with the Central
Florida Fair,” which was a weekend delight for 21 attendees, who enjoyed stories by Leisa Caravello and
animals raised by 4-H students from West Orange High School.
• On 20 February, “This is My Name” brought in a total of 51 caregivers and children who created art with
their names, practiced creating their name out of playdough, and more.
• On 27 February, “Snail Tales,” hosted by Chand Persaud, engaged a total of 55 participants in stories,
crafts, and more.
• “Guitar Sign-a-long,” a weekly live music event presented by a local musician each Tuesday morning,
brought in an average of 26 babies, toddlers, and their caregivers to shake and shimmy to the music.
• Each Friday morning in February, “Storytime Crafts” were offered for families to participate in before or
after weekly storytime programs, an average of 41 people participated each week.
• Kids are invited to write a postcard to our monthly featured character, February was a Sesame Street
character of their choice. A total of 49 postcards were received and replied to as part of our “Character
Mailbox” this month. This is one way that we encourage kids to practice their writing skills.
• A total of 818 people participated in storytime programs at the Winter Garden Branch in February. Three
sessions of storytime are offered twice each week on Wednesdays and Fridays.
Upcoming Events
Art & Display
Art 101: Japanese Textiles
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Wednesday, March 21, 6:30 p.m.
Japan has a long and rich history of textile artistry. Embroidery, dyeing and fabric painting have been used in
Japan to create intricate designs used in the creation of decorations and clothing, such as the famed kimono. This
month learn about traditional methods of fabric creation and create a custom handkerchief inspired by Japanese
aesthetics. Register online at ocls.info or call 407.835.7323. Ages 15 and up.
Celebrating the Genius of Women
Orlando Public Library
On Display Through April
The annual Celebrating the Genius of Women art exhibition features local, national and international artists who
have entered artwork for consideration in the annual Women in the Arts Inc. competition. Winners of the
competition will be announced at the Women in the Arts Awards on Saturday, March 24.
Women in the Arts Awards
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 24, 2–4 p.m.
Join us in the main lobby to meet the artists and participate in an interactive gallery walk, immediately followed
by the awards ceremony.
More Than a Memory: A Photographic Exhibition of Orlando's History
Orlando Public Library
On Display Through April
Established as a city in 1885, Orlando has grown immensely from its humble beginnings as a hub of Central
Florida's citrus industry. While now commonly referred to as the tourist capital of the world, the collected

images on display illustrate the time in Orlando's history when the city was a quieter destination for families,
traders and homesteaders. More Than a Memory features photographs reproduced from the collections of the
Orange County Library System and the Orange County Bicentennial Committee. For more information about the
photographs in this exhibit and the history of the city of Orlando, visit orlandomemory.info.
Back2Basics
Plant Clinic
Southeast Branch
Thursday, March 1, 2–4 p.m.
Bring your plants, get your soil pH tested and ask questions! Master Gardener Volunteers from the UF/IFAS
Orange County Extension Office will be available to answer your gardening questions and to assess any plant
issues.
Conquer Your Clutter
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursdays, March 1, 15 & 29, 6:30 p.m.
Address areas of your home organization in a relaxed and open environment to develop change in the
culmination of this six-workshop series. For more details about each workshop, visit ocls.info/back2basics.
Attendees are encouraged to bring a pen and notebook.
3/1 – Financials
3/15 – Common Areas
3/29 – Storage Areas
Experiencing Italy: An Introduction to Italian Conversation and Culture
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturdays, March 3 & 10, 10:30 a.m.
In this two-part series, professor and Italian native, Donatella Marcovigi of i-italianizeyou.com will teach the
basics of Italian conversation such as greetings, grammatical rules and fun, interesting tips about the culture and
travels that only a true native would know. At the end, you’ll get a chance to practice with fellow students.
Introduction to American Sign Language
Edgewater Branch
Wednesdays, March 7–28, 7 p.m.
Join us for role playing and games designed to teach basic American Sign Language. During the progressive
four-week course, instructors will cover the manual alphabet, numbers, making introductions and more.
Presented by ASL Services Inc. Ages 12 and up. Attendees must be able to participate in all four classes. Space
is limited. Registration required. To register, visit ocls.info or call 407.835.7323.
Gaining Financial Control of Your Divorce
Herndon Branch
Thursday, March 15, 6:30 p.m.
Before making any financial decisions regarding your divorce, become aware of potential pitfalls and learn the
smart questions you should ask. Getting the right information to successfully navigate your finances both preand post-divorce is critical. This workshop will address the issues confronting you and help create an action plan
on how to proceed and feel confident in your financial decisions.

Book Clubs
Southeast Book Club
Southeast Branch
Monday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.
Join the Southeast Book Club to discuss this month’s selection, The Stars Are Fire: A Novel by Anita Shreve.
This novel is based on the true story of the largest fire in Maine’s history. It recounts the story of a pregnant
woman who tries to protect her two young children while her husband joins the volunteer firefighters.
Central Florida Book Club
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 10:15 a.m.–Noon

Discuss current and classic novels on the second Tuesday of each month. This month we are discussing the novel
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Hiawassee Book Club
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, March 19, 6:30–8 p.m.
Join us for coffee and conversation as we discuss The Stolen Marriage by Diane Chamberlain. Impulsively
ending her engagement to another man to marry a mysterious stranger from a small North Carolina community
in 1944, Tess rapidly discovers that she is trapped in a loveless relationship and is treated with suspicion by
secretive neighbors before discovering her talents as a nurse during a devastating polio outbreak.
Southwest Book Club
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 7–8:45 p.m.
Discuss this month’s Southwest Book Club selection, Best. State. Ever.: A Florida Man Defends His Homeland
by Dave Barry. The Pulitzer Prize-winning author presents a riotous exploration of the Sunshine State that
challenges negative stereotypes and offers insights into Florida’s roles as a venue of history and fun. It is a great
state and Dave is going to tell you why.
Alafaya Book Club
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 7 p.m.
The Alafaya Book Club’s March selection is Far From the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy. Wealthy
Bathsheba Everdene chooses between three very different suitors in this classic novel.
Lorelei’s Lit Lair Presents: Let’s Talk Romance!
Alafaya Branch
Thursday, March 29, 7 p.m.
Curious about the romance genre? Looking for new author suggestions and titles? Want to win free books?
Lorelei’s Lit Lair will offer recommendations and discuss all things romance, including contemporary, historical,
romantic suspense and women’s fiction with romantic elements. Attendees can win door prizes, lots of swag and
book giveaways. Reserve your spot today! loreleislitlair.com
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch miércoles, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
jueves, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
jueves, 1 de marzo, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch martes, 6 de marzo, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch martes, 13 de marzo, 6:30 p.m.
Ven y asiste a la sucursal más cercana a ti para que compartas y discutas poesías, literatura, arte o historia! Todos
son bienvenidos.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, March 1, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch Tuesday, March 6, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch Tuesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.
Join this Spanish-language book club to discuss literature, art, music and more. All are welcome.
Celebrating Women
Celebrate Through Films: Women’s History Month
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Mondays, March 5–26, 11 a.m.
March is Women’s History Month. Celebrate with films that highlight the achievements of women and
recognize the central role of women throughout history.
3/5 – Zero Dark Thirty
3/12 – Lady Sings the Blues
3/19 – Suffragette

3/26 – Akeelah and the Bee
Represent: Women in Film
West Oaks Branch
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. & Sunday, March 18, 2 p.m.
Learn about the struggles, sacrifices and achievements of women throughout the world. Step into the lives of
these courageous, strong and persistent women by joining us for a Women’s History Month mini-movie festival!
3/6 – Motherland
3/13 – Miss Representation
3/18 – Suitable Girl
3/20 – Anita: Speaking Truth to Power
3/27 – All of Me: The Challenge of Obesity
This Lady Sings the Blues: A History of Women in Blues Music
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 10, 2:30 p.m.
Join Dr. Naima Johnston-Bush for a musical lecture on the history of women and blues music. Discover the
stories behind some of your favorite artists, learn how the blues is connected to African-American slave music
and hear original renditions of blues favorites. This is a great program for novices or blues lovers alike to explore
an original American art form in an exciting new way.
Wonder Women
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 10, 2:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, March 15, 3:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, March 15, 6:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Monday, March 19, 3 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, March 26, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Monday, March 26, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 4 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Saturday, March 31, 11 a.m.
Celebrate women in history! Join us for brainy trivia and brilliant activities. Ages 6–12.
Women in the Holocaust
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m.
Mitchell Bloomer, resource teacher at the Holocaust Memorial Resource and Education Center of Florida, shares
the stories of women in the Holocaust, both as victims and as perpetrators. Presented in honor of National
Women’s History Month.
Local Author Festival: In Celebration of Women’s History Month
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 31, 2–4 p.m.
Meet and greet local authors at a special edition of our Local Author Festival in celebration of Women’s History
Month. Authors from a variety of genres will share their experiences and books. Each author will have books
available for purchase and signing.

On a Mission to be the Greatest
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 3, 2:30 p.m.
In honor of Women’s History Month, Paralympic Gold Medalist April Holmes shares her motivational story of
overcoming adversity. In 2001, April was involved in a train accident that resulted in the loss of her left leg
below the knee. While she lay in her hospital bed, a doctor told her about the Paralympic Games and a new goal
was firmly implanted in her mind. Hear how April found the strength to go on to break world records and win 11
international medals. To learn more about April Holmes and her non-profit organization, the April Holmes
Foundation, visit aprilholmes.com.

Girls Rocking Robotics
Edgewater Branch
Saturdays, March 31–April 14, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
The Orange County Library System is inspiring girls and young women to pursue careers in technology by
teaching computing concepts with fun, interactive activities. Working with the National Center for Women &
Information Technology’s AspireIT program, the library will offer a three-day hands-on robotics program for
girls, ages 10–14. Participants will use engineering design processes to tackle a social issue with LEGO
Mindstorms robotic kits. Working in small groups under the guidance of a mentor, participants will bring their
designs to life. By engaging with professional women in technology, girls will discover opportunities in STEMrelated careers. Sponsored by NCWIT AspireIT and supported by Intel, Northrop Grumman and Google. Lunch
and snacks are provided. Girls who complete the program will receive a $20 LEGO gift card. Space is limited.
Registration required. A $5 materials fee is required at time of registration. This program is only open to girls,
ages 10–14. To register, call 407.835.7323.
Early Learning
BABY & TODDLER
Storytime Crafts
Southwest Branch
Thursdays, March 1–29, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Fridays, March 2–30, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 10:35 a.m.
Drop-in before and after storytime to create a make-and-take craft. Ages 2–4.
Pigglebration
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, March 1, 11 a.m.
Celebrate National Pig Day with stories and activities featuring our favorite pigs. Ages 2–4.
Seuss-a-palooza
North Orange Branch
Thursday, March 1, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 1, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, March 1, 3:30 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, March 2, 10:30 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 7, 10 a.m.
Windermere Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 11 a.m.
Celebrate the world of Dr. Seuss with carnival-style fun filled with whimsical stories, activities and more!
Ages 2–4.
Toddler G.A.M.E.S.
South Creek Branch Fridays, March 2–23, 1:30 p.m.
Growing, Active, Musical, Educational, Silly – join us for a super fun interactive event for your little ones.
Ages 2–4.
Busy Builders
Herndon Branch
Saturdays, March 3, 17 & 31, 11 a.m.
Come in and join us for some fun independent play and building activities! Ages 1–6.
A Trip to the Grocery Store
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, March 4, 2:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Thursday, March 8, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Friday, March 9, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 10:30 a.m.
Grab those shopping lists! It is time to sort, count and experiment with all things food. Ages 2–4.
Toddler Spill and Fill

Alafaya Branch
Monday, March 5, 10:30 a.m.
Fill, spill, scoop and pour with your toddler at this event full of funnels, cups, a little mess and more! Ages 2–4.
Artsy Toddler
Southwest Branch
Monday, March 5, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, March 19, 10:30 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create! Young children will enjoy stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate art
experiences. Registration recommended. Ages 1–3.
Guitar Sing-Along
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 10:15 a.m.
Join us for a brief sing-along to familiar songs along with live guitar for you and your baby or toddler.
Bubble Playtime
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 10:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, March 9, 11 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, March 16, 10:30 a.m.
Help your child with their motor-development skills in this interactive bubble class. Recommended for toddlers
and preschoolers. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Green Grass Grows All Around
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, March 8, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Friday, March 9, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, March 22, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, March 26, 10:30 a.m.
There once was a tree, a pretty little tree, the prettiest little tree that you ever did see! Join us for stories, songs
and activities about the greenery growing all around us. Ages 2–4.
Toddler Playground
Southwest Branch
Friday, March 9, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, March 15, 11 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 21, 10 a.m.
Toddlers use unstructured play to advance their physical and cognitive development and to have FUN! This
drop-in event will feature age appropriate toys for children and their caregivers to use for play. Ages 1–3.
Baby Bash
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 10, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, March 23, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, March 26, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your baby to our fun series where we will sing, play and work on developing motor skills. Ages 0–2.

Book to Boogie
Alafaya Branch
Monday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
Shake, rattle and roll as we dive into picture books and engage in dance and movement activities. Ages 2–5.
Stories & Stretches
Southwest Branch
Monday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
Calling all little yogis and wiggleworms! Join us for a special movement storytime focusing on motor
development that is filled with stories, songs and fun! Ages 2–5.
Little Shamrock

Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 14, 10 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Thursday, March 15, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, March 19, 11 a.m.
Inviting your little lucky charms for an Irish feast of fun with stories, interactive stations and everything green.
Ages 2–4.
SMART Start
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, March 14, 11 a.m.
Join us for hands-on early learning adventures observing science, math and art in a sensory-rich environment.
Dress for a mess. Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 2–4.
Literacy & Locomotion
Southwest Branch
Monday, March 19, 10:30 a.m.
Help your child learn by playing as we weave early literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs, rhythm
and dance. Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 2–5.
You’re a Big Kid Now!
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 10:30 a.m.
Being a big kid means doing new things! This month we’ll learn about eating new foods. Ages 1–4.
Play With Me
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, March 21, 11 a.m.
Little ones are invited to bring their favorite person to this special event. Read, sing, craft and come dressed for a
mess with your extraordinary caregivers. Ages 2–4.
Parachute Play
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 10:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, March 29, 11 a.m.
Join us with your toddlers for a special parachute playtime. Enjoy rhymes, songs and tons of parachute fun.
Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 18 months–3 years.
Painting with Nature
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 28, 10 a.m.
Let nature be the inspiration for your toddler! We will create art using tools from the environment to explore the
textures and patterns of the great outdoors. Ages 2–4.
PRESCHOOL
Bilingual Storytime: Women’s History Month
Washington Park Branch
Thursday, March 1, 10:15 a.m.
Enjoy bilingual stories and crafts in honor of Women’s History Month. Storytime will be given in both English
and Spanish. The whole family is welcome.

Cuentame un Cuento: Tell Me a Story Bilingual Stories and Fun
Chickasaw Branch Friday, March 2, 11 a.m.
Enjoy bilingual stories and crafts for children. The library provides an interactive storytime in English and
Spanish suitable for speakers of either or both languages. The whole family is welcome.
Purple, Green & Orange
South Creek Branch
Winter Garden Branch
North Orange Branch
Chickasaw Branch

Saturday, March 3, 11 a.m.
Tuesday, March 20, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 22, 11 a.m.
Friday, March 23, 11 a.m.

Windermere Branch
Monday, March 26, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 29, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, March 30, 10:30 a.m.
It’s time for an adventure in colors as we share stories, songs and activities starring purple, green and orange.
Ages 3–5.
K Ready!
Windermere Branch
Mondays, March 5 & 12, 10:30 a.m.
South Trail Branch
Wednesdays, March 7–April 18, 10:15 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Mondays, March 19–May 7, 10 a.m.
This eight-part series readies preschool children to excel in kindergarten through creative play, cooperative
learning and activities that stimulate the imagination! This series introduces important concepts and skills that
align with the Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds. In order to fully
experience this series, register and attend all eight sessions. Call 407.835.7323 or visit ocls.info/kready for more
information. Ages 4–5.
Color Your World!
Southeast Branch
Wednesdays, March 7–28, 10 a.m.
Create art with crayons at this weekly event! Ages 3–5. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Kids’ Corner Crafts
North Orange Branch Wednesdays, March 7–28, 10:30 a.m.
Come to storytime and stay to create a craft to take home! Crafts will relate to the weekly themes presented by
the storytellers. Ages 3–5.
Never Pet a Porcupine
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, March 8, 11 a.m.
Porcupine wants to have fun with you while exploring textures. From fluffy cotton balls and soft feathers to
sticky paint, we are going to play with it all using stories, activities and more! Ages 3–5.
What Does the Shape Say?
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 8, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 10:30 a.m.
Hiwassee Branch
Friday, March 23, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 11 a.m.
Watch early math concepts take SHAPE with fun stories and activities for little learners. Ages 3–5.
PBS Kids Time!
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 10:30 a.m.
Every month we learn and explore with our favorite PBS characters! Enjoy a story, craft and episode. This
month we’ll learn about science with The Cat in the Hat! Created in partnership with WUCF, Central Florida’s
PBS Station.
Little Chef: Lucky Charm Snack Mix
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 15, 2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Friday, March 16, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 17, 2:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Friday, March 23, 11 a.m.
Take a bite of frosted oats and colorful marshmallows with a twist. Combine, stir and shape with your little
hands a fun treat that will be magically delicious! Bring your little one to learn cooking skills such as kitchen
safety, layering, measuring, smearing, tasting and presentation as you interact with a delicious recipe. This class
is a “Mommy or Daddy and me” event. Space is limited. Registration required. Ages 3–5.

Rumble in the Jungle
Chickasaw Branch Friday, March 16, 11 a.m.
Join us for a jungle adventure! Bring a friend for a great time exploring with songs, stories and more. Ages 3–5.
Station Sensations
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, March 22, 11 a.m.
Come to the library and play at your favorite station. Enjoy great stories and games just for you! Ages 3–5.
Sparkle Like a Unicorn
Southeast Branch
Saturday, March 24, 3 p.m.
Fantastical fun awaits with stories and crafts. Celebrate the unique, magical and mystical unicorn! Ages 6–12.
Move It! Move It! Move It!
North Orange Branch
Thursday, March 29, 11 a.m.
Come play with us! Kids will have fun and parents will learn how simple play contributes to a young child’s
cognitive, physical, social and emotional well-being. Ages 3-5.
Teddy Bear Parade
Chickasaw Branch Friday, March 30, 11 a.m.
Bring your favorite teddy to the library for songs, stories, crafts and of course, a teddy bear parade! Ages 3–5.
Bunny Bags
South Creek Branch Saturday, March 31, 11 a.m.
Bunnies don’t have pockets, so where do they keep their chocolates? Join us to create a bunny-shaped bag
perfect for holding your sweet treats. Ages 3–5.
Children’s 6–12
Mayor Buddy’s Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursdays, March 1–29, 4:30 p.m.
Join the Mayor Buddy’s Book Club discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share experiences
and have fun. Ages 9–14. This month we are reading Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks. See what we are reading
next and sign up for the club at mayor.ocls.info. For more information about Sarah Weeks and the Sunshine
State Author Series, visit ocls.info/sunshineseries.
March on Mars
South Trail Branch
Thursday, March 1, 4:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 4 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 10, 11 a.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, March 12, 4:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 3:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Friday, March 23, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 31, 2:30 p.m.
3… 2… 1… blast off! Get your Rover ready and explore the Red Planet. Ages 6–12.
Kingdom of Board-om
Alafaya Branch
Thursday, March 1, 6:30 p.m.
Come one, come all and join the Kingdom of Board-om as we explore both classic board games and the cutting
edge of current gaming! All ages.
The CREATE Space
Orlando Public Library
Fridays, March 2 & 16, 3 p.m.
What will you create today? Explore, experiment or be entertained. Ages 6–18.
ShamROCKS!

Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 3, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, March 15, 4 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, March 17, 2 p.m.
Kids, do you have the luck of the Irish? Come by to have a legendary good time. Join us for crafts, stories and
leprechaun fun. Ages 6–12.
Let’s Dance Flamenco
South Creek Branch Saturdays, March 3–24, 12 p.m.
Join dance instructor Montse Romero to learn the art of flamenco dancing. Kids will learn the basics of this
rhythmic and expressive dance which originated in Spain. Registration required. Ages 5–10.
DIY Chia Pets
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 3, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, March 10, 2 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 4 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 2:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Saturday, March 24, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 3:30 p.m.
Decorate, dig and seed your very own potted plant pet, then take it home and watch it grow! Ages 6–12.
Southwest Homeschool Club: Math4Fun
Southwest Branch
Monday, March 5, 1 p.m.
Use your math skills to solve puzzles, games and trivia. Ages 6–12.
Maker Monday
Alafaya Branch
Mondays, March 5–26, 4:30 p.m.
Discover the maker in you as we complete challenges, STEM projects and experiments. Registration required.
Ages 8–15.
Can You Build It?
Edgewater Branch
Monday, March 5, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 3 p.m.
Hiwassee Branch
Thursday, March 22, 3 p.m.
Ready for a challenge? This STEAM event will push your brain to the limit and test your construction skills.
Ages 6–12.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Potato Bites
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 4 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 5:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, March 26, 3:15 p.m.
A savory bite of potatoes await you! Learn this simple recipe that’s perfect for your next St. Paddy’s celebration!
Ages 8–18.
Discover World Dancing
South Creek Branch Tuesdays, March 6–27, 4:30 p.m.
Learn new dance moves from salsa, merengue, bachata, hip-hop and more! Ages 6–17.
Is It Possible?
South Trail Branch
Winter Garden Branch
Edgewater Branch
Eatonville Branch
North Orange Branch

Tuesday, March 6, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 7, 3:30 p.m.
Monday, March 12, 5 p.m.
Tuesday, March 13, 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 22, 4 p.m.

West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 5 p.m.
Defying the odds … or at least, figuring them out! Learn how to decide the outcome of an action before it even
happens! Ages 6–12.
Game Day
Edgewater Branch
Tuesdays, March 6, 13 & 27, 5 p.m.
Play everything from Xbox and chess to Pokémon and more at our Cool to Do After School series! Ages 6–12.
Strawberry Origami
Southeast Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 5 p.m.
Have fun creating red and green origami strawberries. Registration required. Ages 7–14.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Pi Day
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 5 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Tuesday, March 13, 3:15 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 3:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 3:30 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 3:30 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 4:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 5:30 p.m.
Make math sweet! Celebrate the infinite quality of Pi with a treat. Ages 8–18.
STEAM Club
Southeast Branch
Wednesdays, March 7 & 21, 4 p.m.
Join us for an afternoon of scientific fun as we put our STEAM skills to the test. Kid scientists welcome.
Ages 6–12
Afternoon Art
Edgewater Branch
Thursdays, March 8, 15 & 29, 5 p.m.
Join us for an art adventure! Learn about a different artist and artistic style each month, then create your own
masterpiece. Ages 6–12.
Drop In Chess
Edgewater Branch
Saturdays, March 10–31, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 14, 2 p.m.
Drop in for a game of chess at the library! Chess sets are available for play and rule sheets are provided.
All ages.
Construction Toys for Kids
Herndon Branch
Saturdays, March 10 & 24, 2 p.m.
Learn the basics of building and learning with Snap Circuits, K’NEX and Magformers. Ages 6–12.

School Age Storytime
Chickasaw Branch Monday, March 12, 11 a.m.
Join us for a storytime geared towards grades K–2. Groups larger than five should call to ensure space is
available.
Literary Crafts
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.
Bring the whole family and drop in for crafts with a literary twist featuring one of our favorite books.
Butterflies Day

Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 6 p.m.
Have fun with us as we make butterfly crafts and learn about these delicate and colorful insects! Ages 6–12.
Candy Experiments
North Orange Branch
Thursday, March 15, 4 p.m.
Hiwassee Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 3 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 4:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, March 22, 3:30 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 24, 2 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 4:30 p.m.
We all know candy tastes good, but did you know you can learn from it? Join us for experiments that are easy,
fun and delicious! Ages 6–12.
Cookies & Milk with a Cop
North Orange Branch
Saturday, March 17, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your kids to meet our local police officers for cookies and milk! This will be a great time to interact with
officers in a fun and informative environment. Sponsored in part by the Apopka Police Department and Oerther
McDonald’s. Ages 6–12.
Leprechaun Bash!
South Creek Branch Saturday, March 17, 2:30 p.m.
Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day like a true leprechaun with a magical story, craft and Irish food! Ages 6–12.
Spring Break Adventures Movie Marathon
South Trail Branch
Monday–Thursday, March 19–22, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 10:30 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 10:30 a.m.
Hiwassee Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 2 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, March 22, 2 p.m.
Spend your break on an adventure with an exciting movie screening! Ages 6–12.
DIY Dreamcatchers
Southeast Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 3:30 p.m.
Have a good night and sweet dreams always by creating your very own dreamcatcher. Stick around to learn
where they came from and what your dreams may really mean. Ages 8–18.
Life in a Pond
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 5 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, March 24, 2:30 p.m.
A pond is an ecosystem filled with living things. Help us investigate pond life with fun educational activities and
scientific observations. Ages 6–12.

Board Game Night
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 6:30 p.m.
It’s time for an evening of gaming fun! Enjoy classic games or try your hand at a new one. Registration required.
All ages.
Seussville Celebration
South Creek Branch Wednesday, March 21, 2:30 p.m.
Come one, come all … we are having a Seussville Ball! Filled with fun and wonderful things, our stories and
crafts will make you sing. Ages 5–8.

Origami Bookmarks
South Creek Branch Thursday, March 22, 2:30 p.m.
Join us in making fun corner bookmarks! Ages 6–12.
Kids Create
Southwest Branch
Saturday, March 24, 1 p.m.
Get creative with us in the children’s area of the library as we make some spring crafts! Ages 3–12.
Small World: Bali!
Washington Park Branch
Monday, March 26, 4:30 p.m.
Travel with us as we explore our planet and discover unique cultures through activities, food, language and
music. This month, discover Bali! Ages 5–14.
Homeschool Field Trip: March with the Penguins
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, March 27, 2 p.m.
Inviting all homeschoolers to join us for a learning adventure! This month, we will learn about penguins through
hands-on activities and crafts. Registration required. Ages 8–15.
Handy Crafts
Edgewater Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 4 p.m.
Explore topics from emerging trends in fiber arts at our Cool to Do After School series! Ages 6–12.
Super Science
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 31, 11 a.m.
Each month we will conduct awesome new experiments, learning all about chemistry, physics, earth science and
more. Registration recommended. This program is intended for scientists ages 8–13.
Eggstravaganza
South Creek Branch Saturday, March 31, 2:30 p.m.
Join us on an egg hunt around the library and enjoy a sweet surprise! All ages.
Angel Paws to Read
Sign up to practice your reading skills by reading aloud to a lovable, furry listener. Be An Angel Therapy Dogs
Ministry presents this reading program for children with certified therapy dogs. Meet these pups at multiple
locations. Visit ocls.info/paws for dates, times and locations.
Check It Out: Orlando Shakespeare Theater
All Locations: March 1–30
Check out five items with your juvenile library card at any Orange County Library System location during
March and receive a coupon for one free child’s ticket with the purchase of an adult ticket to Alexander and the
Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day playing at the Orlando Shakespeare Theater from April 5–May 5.
This promotion is only for OCLS juvenile cardholders (0–17 years) with a regular, property owner or fee card in
good standing. In-person check out only. While supplies last. Tickets will not be mailed. Not valid for previous
checkouts, home delivery or electronic book downloads.
In this delightful adaptation of her popular book, Judith Viorst sets Alexander’s rather trying life to music and
brings to the stage one of America’s feistiest characters. Alexander’s struggles with life’s daily dramas will not
only entertain, but educate young audiences as they identify with Alexander and the obstacles he encounters,
encouraging them to share their feelings and to realize that bad days happen to everyone. Founded in 1989,
Orlando Shakespeare Theater in Partnership with UCF produces classic, contemporary and children’s plays and
musicals. Orlando Shakes also offers immersive educational programming that serves Central Florida schools
and the local community at large. For more information, visit orlandoshakes.org.

Spring Family Fun
Celebrate spring with fun for the whole family! Visit ocls.info/Family-Fun for upcoming events. Seating is
limited. Registration recommended. Call 407.835.7323 to register.
Comedy Maks’ Variety Show
North Orange Branch Saturday, March 3, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, March 16, 11 a.m.
South Creek Branch Saturday, March 24, 2:30 p.m.
There’s something for everyone in this high-energy variety show. Comedy Maks will dazzle you with juggling,
magic, plate-spinning and more! Ages 6–12.
Superhero POP Musical!
Windermere Branch Saturday, March 3, 11 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 17, 11 a.m.
South Trail Branch Wednesday, March 21, 4 p.m.
Join us in song and dance as we perform an original dramatic education superhero musical! Kids will learn
choreography to hit POP songs and perform at the end of the workshop. Ages 6–12.
ArtReach
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, March 5, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, March 7, 2:15 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, March 10, 11 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Monday, March 12, 10:30 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Saturday, March 17, 11 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate with local artists as they lead workshops that foster creativity and empower children to use art as a way
to make positive changes! Ages 6–12.
The Magic of Eric Carle
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, March 12, 4:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 22, 2 p.m.
Inspired by the classic stories of Eric Carle, join in the fun as some of his most well-known stories, including
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, are presented live, followed by some interactive activities. Presented by Actors
Reaching Out. Ages 2–6.
Amazing Animals
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, March 24, 2:30 p.m.
Use your imagination to travel around the world with Amazing Animals Inc. Meet some of the interesting
animals that can be found in different lands and in your own backyard. Ages 6–12.

The Musical World of Bugs
Washington Park Branch
Thursday, March 29, 10:15 a.m.
How do bugs move and what do they sound like? Learn all about bugs through the combination of music, poetry
and movement from professional flute trio, Éclectique Productions. Ages 3–12.
Language Learning
Did you know you can take free language-learning classes at the library? Explore and learn English in a
classroom-based learning environment with an ESOL instructor or practice independently at one of our Open
Language Labs. To learn more about learning English at the library, visit libguides.ocls.info/englishocls. To
view workshop dates, locations and times, visit ocls.info/ESOL.

Do you speak English and would like to learn a second or third language? Visit ocls.info/language for classes,
book recommendations and online resources.
Open Language Lab Including ESOL
Various Locations
Explore and learn English or another language of your choice via computer-based learning in an Open Language
Lab. Choose from ELLIS, Pronunciator, Mango Languages or Rocket Languages. Please check the calendar for
language-learning opportunities, dates and times at your local branch.
Practice Makes Perfect
Various Locations
Join us each week as an Adult Literacy League certified instructor helps you build your confidence. This
program is presented through partnerships between the Orange County Library System and the Adult Literacy
League Inc.
Speaking Clearly and Writing Clearly: Beginner and Intermediate
Southeast Branch & South Creek Branch
ESOL series focusing on listening comprehension, pronunciation, spoken, grammer and written English.
Reading Clearly: Beginner and Intermediate
Southeast Branch & South Creek Branch
An English class designed to work on reading skills and strategies to increase reading comprehension.
Participants must have a basic understanding of English. Even if participants do not speak English well, they can
participate if they understand some English.
English from Zero
Alafaya Branch, Southeast Branch, South Trail Branch, Chickasaw Branch, Hiawassee Branch, North Orange &
Washington Park Branch
ESOL workshops, vocabulary and basic grammar for English learners with no English language skills.
English Conversation Hour
Southeast Branch & South Creek Branch
Practice your English speaking skills and chat with us.
Improve Your English Reading Workshop
Southwest Branch
Thursdays, March 1–29, 1–3 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Wednesdays, March 7–28, 6–8 p.m.
Improve your English conversational skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension by reading a book.
This event is presented through a partnership between the Orange County Library System and the Adult Literacy
League Inc. Walk-ins welcome. For more information, call 407.422.1540 or visit adultliteracyleague.org.

Citizenship Inspired
Chickasaw Branch Saturdays, March 3– 24, 10:30 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Saturdays, March 3–17, 10:15 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 5:30 p.m.
Students meet each week to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and Interview. To be eligible
for U.S. Naturalization, you must be able to read, write and speak basic English. This series is for adult learners
and is free to Orange County district resident cardholders, fee cardholders and Orange County Property Owner
cardholders.
Cuisine Corner
Cuisine Corner: Spring into Rejuvenating Teas

Windermere Branch
Tuesday, March 6, 6:30 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, March 15, 6:30 p.m.
Karon Cannon of Tea Craze shares tips, health benefits and types of tea blends that will help you refresh yourself
this spring. Enjoy a sampling of Karon’s rejuvenating teas. Registration required.
Tapas with a Twist
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Wednesday, March 14, 6:15 p.m.
Join Chef Karen Ross of Karen’s Creative Cuisines as she shares how to create tapas (small plates of appetizers
or snacks) that will be sure to delight your taste buds. She will show you how to make spicy tuna fish cakes and
fried almond herbs. For more information, visit mychefkaren.com. Registration required.
Healthy Cooking for One or Two
South Trail Branch Tuesday, March 27, 11 a.m.
Cooking for one or two can be a challenge. Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking Bread with
Mira and certified holistic life coach, will demonstrate how you can cook for one or two and still make tasty food
that is also good for you. For more information about Breaking Bread with Mira, visit
breakingbreadwithmira.com. Space is limited. Registration required.
Marching Through Military Records
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 1, 11 a.m.
Military records have been created throughout our history regardless of whether or not there was a war being
waged. Learn how these records can help you uncover information about your ancestor and how they can
provide evidence into family relationships.
Genealogy
Do It Yourself DNA Research Open Forum
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 6:30 p.m.
Spend an evening analyzing your own DNA test results. Our Genealogy Specialist will be available to help guide
you through roadblocks and assist with answering questions as you conduct your own DNA analysis. You will
need to bring your own laptop or mobile device to access your results online.
NGSQ Study Group: Central and Western New York Research
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 6:30 p.m.
Interested in furthering your genealogical research skills? Then the NGSQ Study Group is for you! Each month
we will study and discuss one article from the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, focusing on the
genealogical techniques presented. March’s article will be: Jones, Thomas W. “Too Few Sources to Solve a
Family Mystery? Some Greenfields of Central and Western New York.” National Genealogical Society
Quarterly 103 (June 2015): 85–103.
DNA and Genealogy: An Introduction
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 15, 11 a.m.
Learn the basics of genetic genealogy and how DNA testing can supplement your traditional genealogical
research. Explore the different types of tests that are available and determine how to target your testing to
discover your desired connections. Discover how to find DNA projects that relate to your research and discuss
which companies to consider for your testing purposes.
Genealogy Research Question Workshop
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 6:30 p.m.
Sharpen your genealogy skills and learn about resources by sharing your research questions. Genealogy
researchers, whether beginning or advanced, are invited to submit a question in advance. Participate in our group
discussion workshop for information on genealogy resources, research and methodology to start finding answers.
Genealogy Center staff will lead the discussion, and can help direct you to possible answers, resources, types of
records, databases and websites. Just think: a safe haven for all those family history queries! Email your research
question to genealogy@ocls.info.
Exploring Autosomal DNA

West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 22, 11 a.m.
So you had your DNA tested, now what do you do with your results? How do you know which matches are
valid? How are chromosomes inherited and what is chromosome recombination? How is triangulation useful?
What are centimorgans? How can X-DNA help me with my research? Learn to analyze and interpret your test
results and leave armed with enough information to start making your DNA work for you.
Exploring DNA Websites
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, March 29, 11 a.m.
Explore three DNA testing companies’ websites: Ancestry DNA, FamilyTreeDNA and 23andMe. Learn what
the differences between the companies are and how to navigate each website, along with an overview of the tools
they provide to help you analyze your DNA test results.
Healthy Living
Introduction to Pilates for Adults
Eatonville Branch
Mondays, March 12 & 26, 2 p.m.
Exercise your way to fitness in this introduction to Pilates class. Learn simple moves that will work your
muscles, help alignment and encourage flexibility. Comfortable exercise or loose fitting clothing required; yoga
mats encouraged. Registration recommended. Register online at ocls.info/nextchapter or call 407.835.7323. You
are welcome to attend multiple classes.
What You Need To Know About Multiple Sclerosis
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, March 24, Noon
Do you know or have a loved one who is suffering from Multiple Sclerosis (MS)? Are you wondering how you
can be supportive? Do you know if MS runs in your family? Join us for an informational session about MS.
Learn about the symptoms, causes, medications and much more. Presented by Sisters for James and Julia
Foundation Inc.
Community Yoga
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, March 25, 3 p.m.
Step out of your comfort zone and join us for an experience you won’t forget! Studies show that regular yoga
practice can strengthen muscles, improve bone density, increase cardiovascular health and reduce stress. All
levels and body types are welcome. Bring comfy clothes, water and an open mind. Yoga mats will be provided.
Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult.
AARP Income Tax Assistance
Herndon Branch
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Mondays and Fridays, 10 a.m.
South Creek Branch Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Fridays, 10 a.m.
AARP Volunteers will provide free income tax assistance. Attendees will need to have a valid ID, Social
Security Card, any tax forms and Annual Benefits Statements (if necessary). For more information, please visit
aarp.org/taxaide. Attendees will be seen on a first come, first served basis.

CareerSource Central Florida
Alafaya Branch
Monday, March 5, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, March 12, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, March 12, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Monday, March 19, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, March 26, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Come spend time with the experts from CareerSource Central Florida to explore the services they provide and
get connected to employment opportunities using career counseling, skill development, workshops and more.
Carol Burnett Trivia Contest

Southwest Branch
Monday, March 5, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
Carol Burnett broke new ground as the first female host of a TV variety show. The Carol Burnett Show aired
from 1967–1978 and became a comedy classic. Test your knowledge of the award-winning show in honor of its
50th anniversary. Join us for light refreshments and trivia prizes. Don’t miss the fun and laughter! Registration
required. Ages 13 and up.
Career Academy: Job Smart USA
Learning Central
Tuesdays, March 6–27, 2 p.m. & Friday, March 9, 2 p.m.
Join us in Learning Central for these recurring job and career-assistance events on the following topics:
3/6 – Searching for Jobs
3/9 – Q&A Session
3/13 – Resume Writing
3/20 – Cover and Thank You Letters
3/27 – Interviewing Skills
Beyond Simple Coloring: Colored Pencil Techniques with Artist Marie Carrasquillo
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 10:15–11:30 a.m.
Go beyond simple coloring by learning colored pencil techniques. Add new beauty and dimension to your
coloring art work. Taught by artist Marie Carrasquillo, whose artwork is on display at Southwest Branch through
March. Her art features watercolors, acrylics, colored pencils and silk painting. All skill levels welcome. All
supplies will be provided or bring your own colored pencils. Registration required. Register online at ocls.info or
call 407.835.7323. Ages 18 and up.
Craft Club
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 7 p.m.
Arts and crafts aren't just for kids! Release your inner child and come to adult crafting.
Flower Pot Painting
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Get into the spirit of spring by painting your own flower pot. Materials will be provided. Registration required.
Ages 18 and up.
Craft Club for Adults: Paper Bowls
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, March 10, 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
Create beautiful boho-style bowls using paper. Join us at our super exciting Craft Club for Adults meeting every
month. Supplies will be provided. Space is limited. Registration required.
Guide to Pet Snakes
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 10, 2 p.m.
Snakes are fascinating animals and can be great pets. However, they have unique requirements and should only
be cared for by those with the commitment and understanding to meet their needs. Pet care professional Laura
Helseth will discuss what you should consider before deciding to get a pet snake.

Little Wonders
South Creek Branch Saturday, March 10, 3:30 p.m.
Enjoy an exploration of impossible ideas presented through a series of captivating and offbeat illusions.
Occasionally funny, with lots of audience participation, this show is performed by award-winning magician,
William Zaballero.
FUNdamentals of Improv Showcase
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, March 11, 2 p.m.
Come see students from the eight-week Power2Improv class perform their finale live show!

Orlando Public Library Pokémon League
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sundays, March 11 & 25, 3 p.m.
Calling all trainers! Join the official Orlando Public Library Pokémon League. Battle with the Pokémon Trading
Card Game, Pokémon video games and even Pokkén Tournament. Earn cool prizes, meet other trainers and have
fun. Trainers of all ages and skill levels welcome.
Coffee and a Craft: Sharpie Mugs
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.
Create your own lucky art piece as we decorate mugs with Sharpie markers. Ages 18 and up. Space is limited.
Registration required.
Creative Watercolors
Hiawassee Branch
Thursday, March 15, 6–8 p.m.
Learn the basics of painting through the use of watercolor pencils and paint. If you have ever desired to
experiment with the basics of watercolor, this class will help you learn techniques to inspire your own paintings.
Savvy Savers
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, March 17, 1–3 p.m.
Join in the savings! Become a savvy saver by sharing coupons and savings tips at this monthly meeting.
The Ghost Society
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sunday, March 18, 2 p.m.
The Ghost Society is an open forum hosted by The Beyond Investigators paranormal team. Come share your
personal experiences, learn what’s new in the field, and discuss books and shows in a casual and fun atmosphere.
Join us every third Sunday of the month as we explore this interesting field.
Beyond Gatlin: Settling South of Orlando
South Creek Branch Sunday, March 18, 2 p.m.
“Between two beautiful lakes and projecting into a third,” central Florida’s Fort Gatlin, established in 1838,
became the hub for the earliest settlements south of Orlando. Richard Lee Cronin, historian and author of Beyond
Gatlin, will share the history of true-life courageous pioneers, hardy men and women who endured an endless
barrage of challenges to establish the 19th century settlements of Kissimmee City, Shingle Creek, Pine Castle,
Mackinnon, Troy, Gatlin, Conway, Campbell City, Runnymede and the 20th century communities of Taft,
Prosper Colony, Edgewood and Belle Isle.
Entrepreneurs Small Business Workshop
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Tuesday, March 20, 5:30–7:45 p.m.
Join the U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE and Operation Hope to learn how to start, grow or finance
a small business, plus how to establish or rebuild your credit profile. Each representative will be available to
speak one-on-one with attendees. Registration required. Visit ocls.info or call 407.835.7323 to register.

Orlando Reeves: Fact or Fiction?
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, March 25, 2 p.m.
A popular story of how Orlando got its name says a soldier, Orlando Reeves, was killed at Lake Eola during the
Seminole War to prevent him firing a warning shot to his fellow soldiers. Some people claim this is a myth.
Richard Lee Cronin, historian and author of First Road to Orlando will discuss the origins of this story and
whether it’s fact or fiction – or a little of both.
Creative Coloring for Adults
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room

Sunday, March 25, 3 p.m.

Coloring is a great way to relax and unwind while channeling your inner child. Join us for a fun time of creating
and coloring. All supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring your favorite colored pencils or markers. Ages
18 and up.
Creative Coloring
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, March 26, 6–8 p.m.
Coloring for adults and teens is a fun and easy craft. We supply colored pencils, crayons, markers and beautiful
patterns and designs. Discover the soothing effects as well as the pleasure of creating serene masterpieces.
First Time Home Buyer Workshop
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, March 31, 10:15 a.m.–4:45 p.m.
Learn about the home-buying process from start to finish in this first-time home buyer class presented by
Operation HOPE Inc. Attendees will receive a certificate that meets the requirements for both Orange County
and State of Florida Down Payment Assistance Programs. Operation HOPE Inc. is a nonprofit HUD Certified
Housing Counseling Agency. To learn more about Operation HOPE Inc., visit operationhope.org. Call or text
Porsha Porter at 407.446.1931 or email Porsha.Porter@OperationHOPE.org to register.
Melrose Center
Ableton User Group Launch Meetup with DiViNCi
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Wednesday, March 14, 6 p.m.
Join us at the Melrose Center with special guests DiViNCi and Ableton Certified Trainer Steven Smith, as we
celebrate the first meeting of the official Ableton User Group Orlando in its new home. DiViNCi will offer a live
performance with PUSH 2, followed by a Q&A where he will discuss his live setup, how he maps his various
controllers to control Ableton and his inspirational approach for creative longevity. Steven Smith will provide an
in-depth demonstration of Ableton Live 10’s new Wavetable synth.
Melrose Camp: Paper Engineering
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 11 a.m.
Design your own pop-up cards. Learn how paper engineers create and fold paper into stunning designs. Combine
different paper folds, including the box, V and X folds into a unique card. Ages 11–17.
New! Melrose Camp: Lights, Camera, IMPROV!
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Wednesday–Friday, March 21–23, 2 p.m.
This camp will have students acting and working in a studio environment. Students will have the opportunity to
learn improv techniques in a live production while also creating practical and digital effects using a green screen
and multi-camera setup. Ages 11–17.
TechKrew: Acting for the Camera
Melrose Center
Level 1: Monday, March 19, 2 p.m. & Level 2: Monday, March 19, 3:30 p.m.
Whether you want to improve your public speaking, enhance your on-camera skills or you’re curious about the
world of acting, these classes are for you. Learn the basics of warming up, body language and on-camera vocal
technique in Level 1. Put these skills into practice in Level 2 as you rehearse and record a short scene.
Ages 11–17.

TechKrew: Introduction to Virtual Reality
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Tuesday, March 20, 2 p.m.
Explore a world of possibilities with the latest in virtual reality equipment and software. Learn about the
principles of VR technology and major platforms. Ages 11–17.
Logo Design and Development Using Adobe Illustrator
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturday, March 10, 11 a.m.
Build your business logo using graphic design theory for concepts, color and font choices. Learn the basics of
designing a logo using vector graphics tools.

Modern Parenting
Prime Time Family Reading Time
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, March 7–April 11, 6–8 p.m.
Families with children will enjoy discussing children’s stories with a storyteller and a scholar at this six-week
series. A healthy meal will be provided. Enjoy family time and win prizes! Registration required. Call
407.835.7356 to register.
Connection, Kindness and Gratitude
Windermere Branch Thursday, March 29, 6 p.m.
Join mindfulness teacher Danielle Hope to learn about interconnection and the beneficial role kindness and
gratitude can play in kids’ lives. We’ll practice fun, mindful activities to develop skills like appreciation,
compassion and empathy, which help to improve relationship skills and enhance happiness. This event is
recommended for parents and kids, ages 6–12.
Music in the Library
Sing Along to the History of the 1950s and 60s Through Popular Song
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 3, 11 a.m.
Join New York Blues Hall of Fame inductee Marc Black for a musical tour through these two historically
defining decades. You’ll sing along with wonderful songs as diverse as Itsy Bitsy, Teeny Weeny Yellow Polka Dot Bikini and Blowin’ in the Wind by artists ranging from Gene Autry to George Harrison. In addition to the
music and discussion, this program features a slide show that’s sure to slide you right back in time. Marc will
also perform his own group’s top forty hit from 1967, Happy by the Blades of Grass. For more information, visit
marcblack.com.
Blakemore School of Music
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, March 4, 2 p.m.
Enjoy a live performance by the students of the Blakemore School of Music. Students of all ages will perform
classical music the library.
Matthew Gurnsey – The Kilted Man
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, March 10, 11 a.m.
Enjoy a live performance by Matthew Gurnsey, The Kilted Man. Matthew delights audiences with his rousing
performances of traditional Irish and Scottish music. His unique talents with traditional Celtic instruments, such
as the concertina, bodhran, bones and mandolin, add an air of authenticity to each piece and his stirringly rich
bass voice provides the foundation for the hauntingly beautiful melodies. To learn more about Matthew Gurnsey,
visit thekiltedman.com.
Step to the Irish Beat
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, March 11, 4 p.m.
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with an Irish step dance performance by Watters School of Irish Dancing.

Forever Dancers
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, March 18, 4 p.m.
Forever Dancers encompasses dance lovers of different ethnicities, ages and backgrounds. Born within the
vibrant spirit of the Dr. Phillips YMCA, members took the initiative to gather and practice the dance steps they
had learned at the center. Now they share their love for dance with the community, with performances that
include styles of dance ranging from Latin and contemporary to ballet and jazz. For more information, visit
ForeverDancers.com.
Florida Songs and Stories for Kids
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m.

Join Chris Kahl as he presents Florida Songs and Stories for Kids. His interactive folk-style music program
highlights Florida history, animals and environmental themes. Audience members will also learn about his
acoustic guitar, harmonica and mandolin, and have a chance to play an instrument at the end.
Next Chapter
Storytime for Grownups!
Edgewater Branch
Tuesdays, March 6 & 20, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursdays, March 8 & 22, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesdays, March 13 & 27, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 10:30 a.m.
Why should kids have all the fun? Come to the library and enjoy a story or activity as our talented library
storytellers entertain ages 18 and up! Each branch will have a unique storytime. Be sure to check out your local
branch for unique event details. For more information, visit ocls.info/grownupstorytime.
Downsizing
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Downsizing a lifetime of belongings can be a challenging task. Senior experts will provide information and
education on how to make downsizing a smooth transition. This event is part of the ongoing Smarter Senior
Seminar Series presented by Mike Flahaven, E-Pro, SFR, and Certified Senior Housing Professional. To learn
more about YourFloridaHaven, visit yourfloridahaven.com. To register contact Mike Flahaven at 407.340.5291.
Kidney Smart
North Orange Branch Monday, March 12, 2–4 p.m.
Certified educators with Kidney Smart will teach you how your kidneys function. Learn how medications, diet
and nutrition work together to help keep you healthy and how to manage other related conditions, including
diabetes and hypertension.
Taxes in Retirement
Herndon Branch
Tuesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m. & Saturday, March 17, 11 a.m.
Planning for retirement today is much different than it was in the past. Learn to make the most of your Social
Security and how to integrate it with other retirement income sources. Scott Thomas will show you why taxes
are different in retirement and how to avoid key pitfalls in how you harvest income from various accounts.
Presented by Stewardship Matters Inc. and Scott Thomas. To learn more, visit stewardshipmatters.net. Call
888.902.3011 ext. 2586 to register.
Emerging Dementia Research
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, March 15, 12:10 p.m.
Did you know there are more than 70 different types of dementia? Each month researchers are discovering more
about this disease – the different risk factors, how to improve diagnosis and different treatment options. This
seminar will be conducted by a leading researcher in Central Florida. This seminar is part of the LIFE
Information for Elders series presented by the Orange County’s Commission on Aging. Call 407.836.7446 or
email officeonaging@ocfl.net to register. A small lunch is provided to the first 50 people to RSVP.

Downsizing for Adult Children of Seniors
Eatonville Branch
Monday, March 19, 6 p.m.
Make the difficult process of downsizing easier with helpful information provided at this workshop for adult
children of seniors. This event is part of the ongoing Smarter Senior Seminar Series presented by Mike Flahaven,
E-Pro, SFR, and Certified Senior Housing Professional. To learn more about YourFloridaHaven, visit
yourfloridahaven.com. To register contact Mike Flahaven at 407.340.5291.
Navigating Your Senior Years
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, March 20, 2 p.m.

Elder Law Attorney Geoff Hoatson teaches you how to make your golden years a smooth cruise! Set a course for
preservation. You’ll learn how to protect yourself and everything you hold dear from guardianship, probate and
long-term care facilities. To learn more about Geoff and the Family First Firm, visit FamilyFirstFirm.com.
CarFit Vehicle Safety Checks
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, March 22, 10 a.m.–Noon
CarFit is a national education program created by AARP, AAA and the American Occupational Therapy
Association to help older drivers stay safe on the road. Join us for a vehicle safety check, which takes about 20
minutes. Trained volunteers will use a checklist of items related to comfort and safety in your vehicle, they may
make recommendations to you, but will not make any changes to your car. To register, visit ocls.info or call
407.835.7323.
Technology Highlights
Spring Break Camps
Looking for ways to keep your kids engaged over Spring Break? Orange County Library System is offering the
following Spring Break Camps in March! Registration is required.
It’s Sew Easy Camps
Take the fashion world by storm! We will teach you everything you need to know to start sewing like a pro.
Create a project from start to finish in these camps. Learn sewing safety, reading patterns and constructing
garments or home décor. Proudly supported by the Mayor’s Matching Grant.
Tote Bags (Ages 11–17)
Washington Park Branch

Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 1:30–3:30 p.m.

Pull-on Shorts (Ages 11–17)
Orlando Public Library
Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 10 a.m.–Noon
Knit Dress (Ages 11–17)
Orlando Public Library

Monday–Friday, March 19–23, 2–4 p.m.

Pillow (Ages 11–17)
Windermere Branch

Monday–Wednesday, March 19–21, 1 p.m.

WhizKids Technology Camps
Discover new topics and ways to incorporate technology into learning. Create documents and presentations, film
and edit videos and collaborate in teams on projects.
Switched on Shakespeare Camp (Ages 10–12)
Orlando Public Library
Monday–Thursday, March 19–22, 10 a.m.–Noon
Space Explorers Camp (Ages 7–9)
Orlando Public Library
Monday–Wednesday, March 19–21, 10 a.m.–Noon
LEGO Mindstorms Robotics Camp (Ages 11–13)
Windermere Branch Monday–Wednesday, March 19–21, 11:45 a.m.
BizKids Camp: Become a Microsoft Office Expert (9–12)
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday–Thursday, March 20–22, Noon–1:30 p.m.
Dino Camp (Ages 10–12)
Orlando Public Library

Tuesday–Thursday, March 20–22, 2–4 p.m.

Space Explorers Camp (Ages 5–6)
Orlando Public Library
Thursday & Friday, March 22 & 23, 10–11:30 a.m.
LEGO WeDo Beginner Robotics Camp (Ages 7–10)

Chickasaw Branch

Thursday–Saturday, March 22–24, 10:30 a.m.–Noon

Basic Computer Skills
Are you new to computers and not sure where to get started? The Orange County Library System offers handson courses for new computer users. You’ll learn the fundamentals, including the mouse and keyboard and how to
type. Registration is required. For a complete list of classes and to register for any of our basic computer classes,
stop by your local branch, visit ocls.info/classes or call 407.835.7323.
Introduction to Computers
Orlando Public Library
Herndon Branch
South Trail Branch
South Creek Branch

Friday, March 2, 10 a.m. & Tuesday, March 6, 5:15 p.m.
Monday, March 5, 10:30 a.m. & Thursday, March 15, 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 10, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 14, 10:15 a.m.

Introducción a las Computadoras
South Creek Branch miércoles, 14 de marzo, 11:15 a.m.
Learn to Knit!
Discover the joy of knitting in hands-on classes for beginners. With just basic stitches, you can produce unique
garments and crafts.
Knit It Level 1: The Knit Stitch
Herndon Branch
Friday, March 2, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, March 5, 5:30 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, March 14, 6:30–8 p.m.
Start knitting today! Learn how to read patterns, basic techniques and terminology to knit your first project.
Students will knit a bookmark with an experienced instructor.
Let's Knit a Headband
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, March 28, 6:30–8 p.m.
Let's learn to knit an easy headband in a social environment. Registration required.
Teen Clubs
Mayor Buddy’s Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursdays, March 1–29, 4:30 p.m.
Join the Mayor Buddy’s Book Club discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share experiences
and have fun. Ages 9–14. This month we are reading Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks. See what we are reading
next and sign up for the club at mayor.ocls.info. For more information about Sarah Weeks and the Sunshine
State Author Series, visit ocls.info/sunshineseries.

Teen Library Corps
All Locations
Volunteer with the Teen Library Corps and give back a little “TLC” to your library and your community. Plan
programs, help out at events, give suggestions for teen services, meet new people and earn community service
hours for school. If you are between the ages of 13–18 and love to have fun, join TLC today! For more
information, please call 407.835.7323 or go online at ocls.info/TLC.
Gaming at the Library!
If you love gaming like we love gaming, come get your game on at the library! Join us for action-packed fun at
multiple locations. Visit ocls.info/GamingEvents for dates, times and locations.

Teen & Tween Events
Game Changer Afterschool Adventures
Orlando Public Library
Mondays–Thursdays, March 1–29, 3:30–5:30 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Mondays–Thursdays, March 1–29, 3:30–5:30 p.m.
Gaming and homework help collide at the library. Complete your homework with the help of a tutor and then
join your peers for an awesome adventure playing Dungeons and Dragons. Please note that this event will not
take place at either location Monday, March 19–Friday, March 23.
The Art of Brush Lettering
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, March 1, 5 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 4:30 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Saturday, March 10, 2:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, March 15, 3:15 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Thursday, March 15, 4:30 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, March 22, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, March 29, 3:30 p.m.
Join us as we practice basic strokes and gain a new love for the art of calligraphy. Ages 11–18.
Seuss for Teens
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, March 3, 2 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, March 5, 4:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, March 7, 3:30 p.m.
“From there to here and here to there, funny things are everywhere.” Join us for fun games inspired by Dr. Seuss.
Are you up for the challenge? Ages 11–18.
Teen Writing Workshop with Jeff Zentner
Edgewater Branch Library Wednesday, March 7, 3 p.m.
Calling aspiring teen writers! Nashville novelist and songwriter Jeff Zentner presents a writing workshop for
teens ages 11–18 with writing prompts and tips. Zentner is the author of The Serpent King, on the 2017–18
Florida Teens Read list. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural
Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. Registration required. Register at ocls.info/sunshineseries.
Meet the Author: Jeff Zentner
South Creek Branch Library Wednesday, March 7, 7 p.m.
Jeff Zentner’s novel, The Serpent King, received the William Morris Award for best young adult debut book and
appears on the 2017–18 Florida Teens Read list. He is also the author of Goodbye Days, published in 2017.
Zentner’s writing career began as a songwriter. He is an accomplished guitarist and singer, having released solo
albums and recorded with the Southern Gothic trio Creech Holler and with Iggy Pop, Nick Cave and Debbie
Harry, among others. Zentner lives in Nashville, Tennessee. A book signing follows the event. Sponsored in part
by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and
Culture. Registration recommended. Register at ocls.info/sunshineseries.

Lucky Charm
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, March 12, 3 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, March 19, 4:30 p.m.
From leprechauns to the color green, find out what St. Patrick’s Day is all about. Come ready to challenge a
friend! Ages 11–18.
DIY: Mickey Ears Headband
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, March 17, 2–3:30 p.m.
Come and create your own personalized headband. Registration required. Ages 13 and up.

Game Changer – Writing Adventures Camp
Orlando Public Library
Monday–Friday, March 19–March 23, 1–5 p.m.
Form “adventure parties” that work and play together by solving puzzles, fighting monsters and weaving a
shared narrative. Once the adventure is done for the day, sharpen your imagination with creative writing
practices and creating your own heroic epic.
Teen Art Adventures: Pattern Tape Wall Art
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, March 21, 4:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Sunday, March 25, 2 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Thursday, March 29, 4:30 p.m.
Create beautiful wall art using painter’s tape and basic art supplies. Ages 11–18.
Writers Corner
Meet the Author
Local Author Festival: In Celebration of Women’s History Month
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, March 31, 2–4 p.m.
Meet and greet local authors at a special edition of our Local Author Festival in celebration of Women’s History
Month. Authors from a variety of genres will share their experiences and books. Each author will have books
available for purchase and signing.
Writers Workshops
Writers Group
Orlando Public Library, Palm Room Sunday, March 11, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion and camaraderie. Writers of all genres and experience are
welcome. Please attend one meeting before submitting a piece for critique.
Pitching Screenplays and Books
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturday, March 24, 1–3 p.m.
If you want to be a writer, part of the job involves sharing your ideas with professionals. If you want to get an
agent, publisher or production company interested in your idea, you have to be able to sell it! Join awardwinning screenwriter and educator Jennie Jarvis as she walks you through the basics of how to pitch. Then, if
you feel ready, get up and practice your newly developed pitch in front of our panel made up of agents and
acquisition editors. Space is limited. Registration required.
Save the Date: Orlando Book Festival
Saturday, April 21, 10–5 p.m.
The Orlando Book Festival is a day-long celebration of books at the Orlando Public Library. New York Times
best-seller S. Jae-Jones, author of Wintersong, will kick off the day with an opening keynote. Join us for panels,
writing workshops, book signings and more from bestselling authors from all over the country. Enjoy a closing
keynote address from New York Times best-seller David Baldacci. Seating is limited for the David Baldacci
keynote; a limited number of wristbands will be distributed starting at 9:30 a.m. For more information, visit
ocls.info/obf.
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