Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting

Board Packet for January 2017

101 East Central Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32801-2471
phone: 407.835.7611
fax: 407.835.7648
website: www.ocls.info
Mary Anne Hodel,
Library Director, Chief Executive Officer

January 6, 2017
To:

Lisa Franchina, President
Marucci Guzmán, Vice President
Ted Maines, Trustee
Richard Maladecki, Trustee

cc:

The Library Governing Board:
The Honorable Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Chairman of the Library Governing Board,
Members of the Governing Board, Commissioners Betsy VanderLey, Bryan Nelson,
Pete Clarke, Jennifer Thompson, Emily Bonilla, Victoria Siplin, Orange County; and
Ana Palenzuela, City of Orlando.

From:

Mary Anne Hodel, Director

Re:

Library Board of Trustees Meeting

The next meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2017;
South Creek Branch Library; 1702 Deerfield Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32837;
407.835.READ (7323).
If any board member has an item to be brought up for discussion, please call
Milinda Neusaenger prior to the meeting, 407.835.7611.
cc:

Elouise Reddick, Liaison, Nominating Board ~ City of Orlando
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AGENDA
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
January 12, 2017
South Creek Branch Library
1702 Deerfield Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32837
407.835.READ (7323)

Call to Order

Public Comment Policy & Procedures

Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
December 7, 2016
Staff Presentations:
 South Creek Welcome ~ Julie Ventura
 Financial Training Program ~ Colleen Hooks
 Let’s Read: Mayor Teresa Jacobs’ Initiative

Financial Statements and Summaries:
 Final FY 2016 Financial Statements
 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for FY 2016
 December 2016 Financial Statements
Statistics and Summaries: December 2016
Action Items

Discussion and Possible Action Items

Director’s Goals FY 2017: 1st Quarter Update ~ President Lisa Franchina
Strategic Plan FY 2017: 1st Quarter Update ~ Trustee Richard Maladecki

Information

Director’s Report

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items

Adjournment

Next Meeting Dates: February 9, 2017 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801 --March 9, 2017 ~ Eatonville Branch Library; 200 East Kennedy Boulevard; Eatonville, Florida 32751.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.

17-001

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
January 12, 2017

Call to Order

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
January 12, 2017
Public Comment Policy
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Public Comment and Conduct of Meetings Policy and Procedures
Effective Date: October 1, 2013 (Approved by the Board of Trustees on September 11, 2013)
Objective: The objective of this policy is to establish standard procedures to ensure an opportunity for broad
public participation in decision-making.
Policy Statement: It is the intent of this policy that the deliberations and actions of the Board of Trustees of the Orange
County Library System (“OCLS”) be conducted and taken openly in order that the public and relevant stakeholders may
be fully informed and intelligently advised as to the conduct of public business by the Board of Trustees.
Definitions: For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall prevail:
1. A “meeting” is a gathering of a quorum of the membership of the Board of Trustees, or any board or commission
of OCLS for the purpose of receiving information relating to public business, or for discussion of public business,
or for official action upon a proposition related to public business.
2. A “regular meeting” is a meeting held pursuant to a schedule of such meetings as approved by a board or
commission to conduct public business or otherwise discuss or act upon matters of public interest.
3. A “special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting held by a board or commission. A “special
meeting” is held for the purpose of addressing matters requiring the immediate attention of a board or commission
or for the purpose of addressing matters which the board or commission has determined are best addressed at a
special meeting. When a special meeting is called, the presiding officer of the board or commission shall
specifically state the purpose of the meeting and the board or commission shall address only those matters for
which the meeting was called.
4. A “board or commission” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS and any other board or commission now
existing or created in the future by the Board of Trustees or OCLS.
5. The “presiding officer” shall mean, in the case of the Board of the Directors the chair and in all other cases shall be
the chair of a particular OCLS board or commission.
6. “Board of Trustees” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS.
Meetings:

1. Location. All meetings of the Board of Trustees and any other board or commission shall be held in a suitable
location and shall be open to the public as required by law. The only exception to the requirement that meetings be
open to the public shall be an executive session scheduled for those purposes expressly recognized by law.
2. Regular Meetings. The Board of Trustees and the other boards and commissions shall hold regular monthly
meetings as designated by the Board of Trustees or the other boards and commissions.

Public Notice. OCLS shall give public notice of the schedule of meetings and shall state the dates, times and
places for such meetings. Public notice of any special meeting or of any reconvened meeting shall be given before
such meeting. Public notice shall be given by posting the date and time of the meetings on the OCLS website, the
public bulletin boards at all OCLS locations and the Orange County Administration Building. Notice will also be
published in the Orlando Sentinel as required by Section 189.417 of the Florida Statutes.
Conduct of Meetings:
1. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum at all meetings.
2. When considering matters upon which the board or commission will take action the presiding officer shall receive
comments from the public.
3. During any board or commission meeting, board and commission members shall maintain order and decorum.
4. OCLS staff and citizens must be recognized by the presiding officer before speaking or asking questions. The
purpose of this requirement is so that there is order and so that the recording equipment will properly record all
comments made by individuals wishing to comment on a specific subject.
5. All comments must be made from the podium which is located in the OCLS meeting room or by other reasonable
accommodations in any other location in which a board or commission meeting is held, and shall address the
subject of the agenda item. Individuals that appear before any board or commission are required to state their legal
name and their actual address for the public record. The purpose of this requirement is so that they are properly
reflected in any board or commission minutes and are available for future reference.
6. As a board or commission considers consent agenda items, emergency items, items involving official acts that
involve no more than a ministerial act, approval of minutes, ceremonial proclamations and other similar items, the
presiding officer may, at his discretion, or at the direction of a majority of the board or commission, accept
comments from those in attendance.
Public Participation and Comment: In order to comply with Section 286.0114 of the Florida Statutes, OCLS hereby
establishes a Public Comment Policy applicable to all boards and commissions to allow members of the public an
opportunity to address boards and commissions. In addition to public hearings, a special time is hereby set aside at all
board and commission meetings for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions from members of the public. All
comments made during any Public Comment period shall be subject to the following procedures:
1. OCLS allocates up to 30 minutes at the end of each board or commission meeting for citizens who wish to appear
before that board or commission to make a request of that board or commission, voice a complaint or concern,
express an opinion, or for some other type of recognition. The presiding officer will divide the time equally
between all who have signed up to speak; but in no case may a citizen speak longer than three minutes. A Public
Comment period not to exceed 30 minutes will be held during any board or commission meeting. The presiding
officer may permit additional time to a given speaker on a case-by-case basis.
2. Public comments of items listed on the agenda will occur just prior to the Board’s discussion and action of the
agenda item. Public comments of items not listed on the agenda will occur at the end of the meeting agenda.
3. When a board or commission considers matters during a public meeting upon which it will take action, no action
shall be taken until the presiding officer requests and receives comments from the public.
4. Persons who wish to make a statement during the Public Comment period will register on a Notice of Intent to
Speak Form which will be available 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Information included on the Notice
of Intent to Speak forms will be included in the Board Meeting Minutes and thus become public record. No one
will be allowed to have his or her name placed on the list by telephone request to OCLS staff.
5. Each person who signed up to speak will have up to three minutes to make his or her statement. Speakers will be
acknowledged by the presiding officer in the order which the Notice of Intent to Speak Form was received by the
Board of Trustee’s administrative assistant. Speakers shall address that board or commission from the podium, and

not approach that board or commission or OCLS staff. Speakers will begin their statement by first stating their
legal name and actual address.
6. Statements are to be directed to the board or commission as a whole, and not to individuals. Public comment is not
intended to require a board or commission to provide an answer to the speaker. Discussions between speakers and
members of the audience will not be allowed.
7. Speakers will be courteous in their language and presentation.
8. Only one speaker will be acknowledged at a time. In the event a group of persons supporting or opposing the same
position desires to be heard, in the interest of time, a spokesperson shall be designated to express the group’s
concerns. Likewise, in the event the number of persons wishing to attend the hearing exceeds the capacity of the
meeting place, one or more delegates shall be selected to speak on behalf of each group. If the time period expires
before all persons who have signed up get to speak, those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment
period, or if the presiding officer consents, these comments can be heard at that meeting.
9. Any action on items brought up during the Public Comment period will be at the discretion of that board or
commission. No board or commission will take any action on subject matter for which it has not had the
opportunity to fully investigate and gather complete information.
10. These same rules shall apply to all boards and commissions.
Decorum: The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all meetings.
1. In conducting business, boards and commissions are committed to the principles of civility, honor, and dignity.
Individuals appearing before boards and commission are requested to observe the same principles when making
comments on items and issues presented to a given board or commission for its consideration.
2. Staff members and citizens are required to use proper language when addressing a board or commission or the
audience. Staff members and citizens shall not use profanity or cursing, aggressive or threatening behavior when
addressing the board or commission or other participants. All comments are directed to the presiding officer and
not to individual members of the board or commission or to the audience. No personal verbal attacks toward any
individual will be allowed during the conduct of a board or commission meeting. The presiding officer may have
individual(s) removed from the podium and/or meeting chambers if such conduct persists after a warning has been
issued.
3. All members of a board or commission shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, staff, and the public
members appearing before the board or commission and shall refrain at all times from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments and statements as to motives and personalities. During
board or commission meetings, cell phones are to be turned off or silenced. Use of cell phones by board or
commission members and staff for talking, texting, emailing or otherwise will not be allowed during meetings
while at the dais, except for emergency communications, research, or during breaks.
Waiver of Rules: The board or commission may, at any time, waive all or a portion of these rules of procedure during the
course of a meeting. Provided however, that any such waiver shall only be done upon a motion and majority approval of
the waiver by members of the board or commission present and voting. Such waivers shall only be granted to insure the
protection of the right of members of the public to be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard before a board or
commission takes official action on a proposition.
Training: Periodic training for Sunshine Law requirements will be scheduled by OCLS for board and commission
members.
Penalties: Any action taken at a meeting not open to the public, whether intentional or unintentional, is void. The law
provides penalties for not complying with the Sunshine Law including criminal penalties, removal from the board
position, fines up to $500, and an award of reasonable attorney’s fees against the board found to have violated the
Sunshine Law.
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
January 12, 2017

Approval of Minutes: Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
December 7, 2016

MEETING MINUTES
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Pending Approval

WEDNESDAY

December 7, 2016
Orlando Public Library
101 East Central Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32801
407.835.READ (7323)
Library Board Present:

Lisa Franchina (12/0); Marucci Guzmán (12/2);
Ted Maines (3/0 - City); Richard Maladecki (12/2)

Administration Present: Mary Anne Hodel; Debbie Moss; Robert Tessier;
Craig Wilkins; Debbie Tour; Milinda Neusaenger
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16-161

16-161.1

VII.

Administration Absent:

Call to Order

Wendi Bost

President Franchina called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Public Comment Policy & Procedures

Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
November 10, 2016

Trustee Maladecki, seconded by Vice President Guzmán, moved to approve the minutes for
the November 10, 2016 Library Board of Trustees Meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

Staff Presentations:
 e-Pulp ~ Josh Persad
 Southwest Branch Update ~ Craig Wilkins

Financial Statements and Summaries: November 2016

Comptroller Tessier updated the Board regarding the Fourth Floor Renovation Project,
which is near completion, and the Basement Water Intrusion Project, which will
begin soon. Brief discussion ensued.

Statistics and Summaries: November 2016

Assistant Director Moss reported that there have been one million check-outs in
OverDrive. To highlight this benchmark, a drawing was held and Robert Indorato was
the winner chosen at random to receive $100 donated by the Friends of the Library and a
Kindle donated by OverDrive.
She also shared that plans are in progress to hopefully launch the virtual library card
initiative in the Fall. Approximately, 66,000 local high school students will receive one.
Then, the next phase will expand the initiative to middle school students. This initiative
is in partnership with Orange County Mayor Teresa Jacobs and Orange County Public
Schools. Brief discussion ensued.

Action Items

License to Learn Contest: Drawing of the Winners
The License to Learn elementary school contest ended November 18, 2016. The Board
randomly drew the following ten teachers as License to Learn Winners:
 Jenner Linehan - Citrus Elementary
 Suzanne Tozer - Cypress Springs Elementary

16-162
16-163
16-164

VIII.
IX.










Ryiesha Cochran - Eccleston Elementary
John Harrison - Endeavor Elementary
Nicole Harvey - Lake Whitney Elementary
Michelle Kantor - Lake Whitney Elementary
Alexis Holman - Lockhart Elementary
Natalia Acosta - Windermere Elementary
Nancy Bromhead - Windermere Elementary
Denise Alhemovich - Wolf Lake Elementary

Pending Approval

Discussion and Possible Action Items
Information

Director’s Report
Vanya Walker and Ormilla Vengersammy have been asked by the Senior Technology
Editor of Library Journal to present for a Library Journal online course for libraries on
technology course development at libraries.
The Secretary of Health and Human Services, Sylvia Matthews Burwell will visit the
Washington Park Branch in association with an Affordable Care Act program there on
13 December. OCLS is honored to have such a distinguished visitor to our branch.

The State Librarian is scheduled to visit the Melrose Center and the Chickasaw branch
next Wednesday, 14 December. We are very happy to welcome her to see our facilities.
We now have 12 graduates of the Career On Line High School program! We are
planning a graduation ceremony for February.

The Fourth Floor Renovation Project is nearly finished. The public access PC’s from
the second floor will be moved soon and the fourth floor should be fully functional.
The NASA exhibit at South Trail has been a real hit. Staff at South Trail, especially
Librarian Sarah Roy, have done a really stupendous job of adding programming to
supplement the exhibit. Eighteen programs were held in conjunction with the exhibit
since the exhibit was installed on the 5th November.

16-165

We have been asked if OCLS wants to join in with WMFE on the Story Corps project in
early January. We will be scheduling some locations to accept Story Corps stories.
X.

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items

Adjournment

Vice President Guzmán, seconded by Trustee Maladecki, moved to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried 4-0. President Franchina adjourned the meeting at 6:51 p.m.

Next Meeting Dates: January 12, 2017 ~ South Creek Branch Library; 1702 Deerfield Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32837 -February 9, 2017 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Staff Presentations:
 South Creek Welcome ~ Julie Ventura
 Financial Training Program ~ Colleen Hooks
 Let’s Read: Mayor Jacobs’ Initiative
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Financial Statements and
Summaries:

 Final FY 2016 Financial Statements
 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for FY 2016
 December 2016 Financial Statements

Orange County Library System

Financial Statement Highlights
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
Final Financial Statements for Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2016

Preliminary statements were included in the October 2016 Board packet. Now that all the
adjustments have been made and the audit has been completed, we have attached the final
statements, which are in a slightly different format. A variance column has been added to
show the difference between what was budgeted and the actual revenue or expenditure for
each account. For our Operating Fund, we received $28,000 more in revenue than what
was budgeted and total expenditures were under the budget by $594,000. Reserves were
reduced by $1,023,000, but remain healthy at $8,300,000.

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report

Per Florida Statutes, every local government is required to prepare annual financial
statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and have them
audited by a licensed, independent certified public accounting firm. The Library’s audited
financial statements for the year ended September 30, 2016, together with the auditor’s
opinion, are included in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), which is a
separate document included with the Board packet.
The format and the financial information included in the CAFR are largely dictated by
accounting standards promulgated by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board
(GASB). The following sections in the CAFR are a good starting point to understand how
the report is organized:
Introductory Section

pages i – vii

Management’s Discussion and Analysis

pages 4 – 13

Financial Statements for Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
These are the normal statements included in the monthly Board packet.

4th Floor Renovation Project Budget Summary
Budget Category

Project
Budget

Project
Actual

Professional Services

130,000

145,910

Construction Services

1,509,000

1,514,133

33,000

31,545

151,000

0

1,823,000

1,691,588

Equipment & Furniture
Contingency
Totals

Final FY 2016 Financial Statements

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND REVENUE SUMMARY
Twelve Months Ended September 30, 2016
Final

AD VALOREM TAXES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
State and Federal Grants
State Aid

CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Fee Cards
PC Pass ($10 for 7 days)
PC Express ($5 for 1 hour)
Classes
Meeting & Co-Working Rooms
Faxes
Scans
Ear Buds & Jump Drives Sales
Reference Charges
Bag Sales
Replace Library Cards
Copy & Vending
Special Events
Other
FINES & LOST MATERIALS
MISCELLANEOUS

Investment Earnings
Sales of Surplus Property
Contributions - Friends of Library
Contributions - Others
Miscellaneous
Grants & Awards
Phone Discount

TRANSFER FR PROP APPRAISER
TRANSFER FR TAX COLLECTOR
TOTAL REVENUES

ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

33,611,022

33,714,713

103,691

-

960,000
960,000

71,610

953,268
1,024,878

71,610

20,000
6,000
13,000
10,000
40,000
45,000
8,000
8,000
1,000
7,000
50,000
220,000
3,000
431,000

23,807
6,962
13,553
10,277
53,971
59,543
22,772
7,490
1,170
5,922
48,360
233,433
3,299
892
491,451

3,807
962
553
277
13,971
14,543
14,772
(510)
170
(1,078)
(1,640)
13,433
299
892
60,451

1,000,000

886,427

(113,573)

45,000
63,000
20,000
20,000
360,000
508,000

93,627
2,501
69,046
18,106
110,036
39,830
333,147

48,627
2,501
6,046
(1,894)
90,036
39,830
(360,000)
(174,853)

18,000
268,000

16,859
356,758

(1,141)
88,758

36,796,022

36,824,232

Variance

(6,732)
64,878

28,210

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Twelve Months Ended September 30, 2016
Final

SALARIES & BENEFITS
Salaries
Medicare Taxes
Defined Contribution Pension Plan
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Money Purchase Pension Plan

Life and Health Insurance (Employees)
Retiree Health Care (OPEB)
Worker's Compensation
Unemployment Compensation
Parking & Bus Passes
OPERATING
Professional Services
Other Contractual Services
Other Contract. Serv.- Janitorial
Training and Travel
Telecommunication
Delivery and Postage
Utilities
Rentals and Leases
Insurance
Repair and Maintenance
Repair & Maint. - Hardware/Software
Copying/Printing
Property Appraiser's Fee
Tax Collector's Fee
Supplies
Supplies-Hardware/Software
Memberships
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Building and Improvements
Equipment and Furniture
Hardware/Software
LIBRARY MATERIALS
Materials - Restricted Contributions
Materials - Other
TRANSFER TO CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

15,272,000
222,000
1,146,000

15,097,717
213,251
1,124,969

611,000
586,000

Variance
174,283
8,749
21,031

2,039,000
564,000
84,000
24,000
211,000
20,759,000

806,723
614,881

1,906,019
564,010
75,314
12,059
205,060
20,620,002

(195,723)
(28,881)

250,000
1,400,000
340,000
75,000
300,000
1,080,000
1,032,000
1,091,000
350,000
1,025,000
550,000
200,000
260,000
672,000
520,000
350,000
20,000
9,515,000

235,261
1,602,458
316,346
73,180
289,269
1,064,530
937,712
1,079,308
291,454
991,922
614,206
243,148
256,548
668,776
509,812
227,426
13,185
9,414,541

14,739
(202,458)
23,654
1,820
10,731
15,470
94,288
11,692
58,546
33,078
(64,206)
(43,148)
3,452
3,224
10,188
122,574
6,815
100,459

1,725,000
190,000
800,000
2,715,000

1,847,729
62,417
465,727
2,375,873

(122,729)
127,583
334,273
339,127

2,000
4,750,000
4,752,000

3,381
4,733,406
4,736,787

(1,381)
16,594
15,213

38,441,000

37,847,204

700,000

700,000

132,981
(10)
8,686
11,941
5,941
138,998

0

593,796

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Twelve Months Ended September 30, 2016
Final

ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Variance

REVENUES
State Construction Grant
Investment Earnings
Transfer from Operating Fund

TOTAL REVENUES

3,000
700,000

200,000
16,107
700,000

150,000
100,000

3,803

703,000

916,107

200,000
13,107
(0)

213,107

EXPENDITURES
Chickasaw Branch:
Construction
Furniture & Equipment

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

250,000

3,803

150,000
96,197
246,197

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
SINKING FUND
Twelve Months Ended September 30, 2016
Final

ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Variance

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

2,000

3,200

1,200

TOTAL REVENUES

2,000

3,200

1,200

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) for FY 2016

Financial Statements: December 2016

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
Operating Fund
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016

REVENUES
Ad Valorem Taxes
98%

Charges for
Services / Misc
1%

Fines
1%

EXPENDITURES
Salaries and
Benefits
52%

Library
Materials/
Capital
20%

Operating
28%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND REVENUE SUMMARY
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016

ANNUAL
BUDGET
AD VALOREM TAXES

YTD
ACTUAL

(3 months=
25%)

36,471,913

17,034,952

46.7%

951,000

0

0.0%

21,000
7,000
12,000
7,000
40,000
45,000
10,000
0
7,000
1,000
6,000
48,000
220,000
3,000
427,000

3,675
1,229
2,669
672
8,741
11,083
3,982
40
1,377
30
1,415
10,053
40,532
100
85,598

17.5%
17.6%
22.2%
9.6%
21.9%
24.6%
39.8%
0.0%
19.7%
3.0%
23.6%
20.9%
18.4%
3.3%
20.0%

700,000

139,509

19.9%

70,000
0
61,000
20,000
0
151,000
20,000
322,000

7,910
700
9,500
19,113
4,907
0
2,211
44,341

11.3%
15.6%
95.6%
0.0%
0.0%
11.1%
13.8%

20,000
275,000

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

INTERGOVERNMENTAL
State Aid
CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Fee Cards
PC Pass ($10 for 7 days)
PC Express ($5 for 1 hour)
Classes
Meeting Rooms
Faxes
Scans
Computer Booklets & Online Book Sales
Ear Buds & Jump Drive
Reference Charges
Bag Sales
Replace Library Cards
Copy & Vending
Special Events

FINES & LOST MATERIALS
MISCELLANEOUS
Investment Earnings
Sales of Surplus Property
Contributions - Friends of Library
Contributions - Others
Grants & Awards
Phone Discount
Miscellaneous

TRANSFER FR PROP APPRAISER
TRANSFER FR TAX COLLECTOR
TOTAL REVENUES

39,166,913

17,304,400

44.2%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(3 months=
25%)

15,862,000
230,000
1,190,000

4,220,522
63,468
331,877

26.6%
27.6%
27.9%

873,000
721,000

218,019
183,346

25.0%
25.4%

2,232,000

261,186

11.7%

Retiree Health Care (OPEB)
Worker's Compensation

691,000
87,000

172,711
47,877

25.0%
55.0%

Unemployment Compensation
Parking & Bus Passes

24,000
215,000

0
53,353

0.0%
24.8%

22,125,000

5,552,359

25.1%

240,000

72,040

30.0%

1,575,000

253,784

16.1%

340,000
75,000
300,000

78,153
11,777
56,404

23.0%
15.7%
18.8%

SALARIES & BENEFITS
Salaries
Medicare Taxes
Defined Contribution Pension Plan
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Money Purchase Pension Plan
Life and Health Insurance (Employees)

OPERATING
Professional Services
Other Contractual Services
Other Contract. Serv.- Janitorial
Training and Travel
Telecommunication
Delivery and Postage

1,038,000

371,965

35.8%

Utilities
Rentals and Leases

1,030,000
1,115,000

179,004
271,548

17.4%
24.4%

Insurance
Repairs and Maintenance

320,000
1,025,000

252,103
284,277

78.8%
27.7%

Repairs & Maint. - Hardware/Software
Copying/Printing
Property Appraiser's Fee

600,000
200,000
266,000

224,851
27,783
131,334

37.5%
13.9%
49.4%

Tax Collector's Fee
Supplies
Supplies-Hardware/Software

730,000
520,000
350,000

340,699
131,032
38,938

46.7%
25.2%
11.1%

20,000

7,795

39.0%

9,744,000

2,733,486

28.1%

2,575,000

438,273

17.0%

Memberships
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Building and Improvements
Equipment and Furniture

350,000

61,804

17.7%

Hardware/Software

700,000

23,166

3.3%

3,625,000

523,243

14.4%

3,000
4,750,000
4,753,000

0
1,633,525
1,633,525

0.0%
34.4%
34.4%

1,000,000

250,000

25.0%

41,247,000

10,692,614

25.9%

LIBRARY MATERIALS
Materials - Restricted Contributions
Materials - Other

TRANSFER TO CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
ANNUAL

YTD

BUDGET

ACTUAL

(3 months= 25%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

8,000

839

10.5%

1,000,000

250,000

25.0%

1,008,000

250,839

24.9%

Construction

150,000

0

0.0%

Furniture & Equipment

100,000

0

0.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

250,000

Transfer from Operating Fund
TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES
Chickasaw Branch:

0

0.0%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
SINKING FUND
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
ANNUAL

YTD

BUDGET

ACTUAL

(3 months= 25%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

2,000

144

7.2%

TOTAL REVENUES

2,000

144

7.2%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
PERMANENT FUND
Three Months Ended December 31, 2016
ANNUAL

YTD

BUDGET

ACTUAL

(3 months= 25%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

10,000

0

0.0%

TOTAL REVENUES

10,000

0

0.0%

EXPENDITURES
Equipment
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

10,000
10,000

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - ASSETS
December 31, 2016

ASSETS

Cash on Hand
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

15,001
666,364
16,242,903

Accounts Receivable

199,186

Inventory

162,025

Prepaids

108,146

Other Assets-Deposits

TOTAL ASSETS

9,665

17,403,291

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
December 31, 2016
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable

549,078

Retainage Payable

89,977

Accrued Wages Payable
Accrued Sales Tax
Accrued Fax Tax
Due To Friends of the Library
Deferred Revenue

330,662
40
640
3,143
192,900

Employee Payroll Deductions:
Optional Life

856

Vision Plan

378

Dental Insurance

795

Daughters of American Revolution

4,786

Staff Association

1,689

TOTAL LIABILITIES

1,174,944

FUND BALANCE
Nonspendable:
Inventory

162,025

Prepaid Items and Deposits

117,811

Annetta O'B Walker Trust Fund
A.P. Phillips Memorial Fund

4,000
100,000

Willis H. Warner Memorial Fund

33,712

Perce C. and Mary M. Gullett Memorial Fund

19,805

Committed:
Vivian Esch Estate Fund
Edmund L. Murray Estate Fund
Arthur Sondheim Estate Fund
Strategic Plan

44,198
724,689
39,941
4,000,000

Assigned:
Fiscal Year 2017 Budget

2,080,087

Unassigned

2,290,293

Current Year Revenues over Expenditures

6,611,786

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

16,228,347

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE

17,403,291

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
MONTHLY ROLLOVER
December 31, 2016

BALANCE
11/30/16

BALANCE
RECEIPTS

DISBURSE

11/30/16

OPERATING
Equity in Pooled Cash

1,785,168

15,917,862

17,036,666

666,364

Equity in Pooled Investments

4,354,393

11,971,843

83,333

16,242,903

6,139,561

27,889,706

17,120,000

16,909,267

491,821

51

13,579

83,333

2,959,282

83,638

2,972,862

166,971

83,338

3,056,494

225,324

120,142

166,380

179,086

39,870

124,977

111,847

53,000

3,543,497

369

3,808,692

245,489

SINKING
Equity in Pooled Investments

491,872

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

83,338

13,574
3,042,920

SELF FUNDED HEALTH
Equity in Pooled Cash
Claims Payment Checking Account
Equity in Pooled Investments

3,543,867
278,227

3,775,953

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
GENERAL POOLED INVESTMENTS
December 31, 2016

INVESTMENT TYPE

DOLLARS

US TREASURY SECURITIES

15,978,769

MONEY MARKET FUNDS
Federated Treasury Obligations Fund

1,245,003

Federated Government Obligations Fund

1,538,222

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENTS POOLS
Florida Safe

2,527,130

Florida Prime (SBA)

2,032,437

TOTAL

23,321,562

Florida Prime
Federated Florida
9%
Government Safe 0% 0%
11%
Obligations
Fund
7%

Federated
Treasury
Obligations
Fund
5%

US Treasury
Securities
68%
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Statistics and Summaries:
December 2016

Monthly Report for December 2016

Contacts

Resources Accessed

12%

54%

2016

Physical Items Used

580,889

656,995

-11.58%

Digital Products

50,393

58,946

-14.51%

86,697

-12.93%

Database Use

25%

3%

Computer Services

1,034,381

1,122,771

Electronic Contacts

2016

% change

32,954

-12.02%

235,586

251,919

External Web Visits

112,592

99,177

28,992

Catalog Searches

2015

Door count

Social Media

24,615

19,127

28.69%

TOTAL

952,910

927,333

2.76%

19.10%

100

90
80

75

70
60

Physical Items Used

Database Use

Digital Downloads

Computer Services

Users

40
30
20
10

Dec
Prior 6 Month's Average

90%

94.0%

97.0%

97.0%

97.0%

Dec-16

97.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100%

100.0%

110%

100.0%

Mystery Shopper Scores

94.0%

Nov

94.0%

Oct

97.0%

Sep

97.0%

Aug

Digital Products

2016
2015 % Change
428,763 423,411
1.26%
4,064
4,212
-3.51%
64,540 71,522
-9.76%

Active Cards
New Registrations
Transactions

50

5%

15%

-6.28%

20,795

Net Promoter Score

7%

4.75%

8,179

24,767

17%

13.53%

495,182

7,665

56%

-6.48%

518,693

Jul

-7.87%

Target Score

80%

84.0%

Social Media

0

5.65%

87.0%

Questline Calls

Electronic Contacts

145,551

88.0%

External Web Visits

Questline Calls

153,773

-0.43%

1%

MAYL Packages

Catalog Searches

174,582

75,486

TOTAL

Door count

MAYL Packages

173,840

Digital Downloads

2%

%
Change

2015

90.0%

3%

90%

Winter Garden

97.5%

Hiawassee

96.8%

99.2%

97.4%

Orlando Public
Library

Eatonville

Edgewater

100.0%

97.4%

Washington
Park

98.4%

Southwest

97.9%

Southeast

89.4%

South Trail

97.4%

North Orange

95.6%

Windermere

98.9%

Herndon

95.3%

West Oaks

95.7%

South Creek

100.0%

Questline

100.0%

Alafaya

50%

Chickasaw

60%

99.0%

70%

Overall, use of our digital collections was up 3% comparing December 2016 to December 2015. Digital usage was up 4% overall
in calendar year comparison (2016 vs 2015). Holds are up, while wait times are down, which is great news.

Hoopla is still our star resource with a huge increase over last year. The majority of Hoopla usage continues to be AudioBooks at
39%. Other usage is: Movies/TV = 20%, Music = 17%, eBooks = 17% and Comics = 7%. Top titles for December: Moana
soundtrack (music) – 68 circs, 24K Magic (music, Bruno Mars) – 63, Hamilton mixtape (music) – 49 circs, Hidden Figures
(audiobook) – 47, Girl on the Train (movie) – 47 circs, Sing soundtrack (music) – 36 circs, Girl on a Train (audiobook) – 34,
Hamilton soundtrack (music, Broadway cast) – 31 circs, Double Down (e-book) – 30 circs, and Starboy (music, The
Weeknd). Last month we had 502 patrons use Hoopla for the first time.

Events & Classes by Location
Chickasaw
6.4%

Southwest
6.1%

Alafaya
5.9%

Windermere
6.5%

Southeast
5.8%

West Oaks
2.4%

Washington Park
3.3%

North Orange
6.6%

Herndon
3.3%

Other
23.7%

South Creek
7.2%

South Trail
2.4%
Hiawassee
2.3%
Eatonville
1.7%

Edgewater
4.1%

Winter Garden
7.2%

Melrose Center
4.2%

Online
0.0%

Orlando Public Library
24.5%

Event Attendance

2016

2015

% Change

2016

1,330

15.5%

Orlando Public Library

5,215

6,115

South Creek

1,391

1,001

Winter Garden
North Orange

1,536
1,211

Windermere
Southwest

1,033

1,124

1,039

1,243

Alafaya

Southeast

1,019

Melrose Center
Herndon

577

563

Washington Park
West Oaks

498

South Trail
Hiawassee

354

Eatonville
Online

-

TOTAL

19,319

182

-18.1%

-47.7%

694

71.6%

197

21.5%

47

-28.0%

283

33.9%

18,241

-10.7%

215

149

299

4.2%

59.9%

122

-47.5%

166

122

36.1%

98

183

-

-

607

64

164

0.0%

8

5.9%

-35.1%

187

77.9%

The number of events held system wide is up 5.23% &
attendance is up 10.16% compared to last year. We offered 38
more events this year, with an increase of 1,666 people in
attendance.
A total of 498 attendees celebrated the 25th anniversary of
the Windermere Branch Library & enjoyed activities &
entertainment. The OCLS LEGO® Contest was a great success
with 48 contestants and 201 attendees at the OPL. There were
exciting project entries from children in various age categories
from Preschool-Kindergarten, grades 1-3 & 4-6. A total of 216
attendees enjoyed a winter season dance celebration in
Library Central, presented by Step By Step Dance Studio Inc.

5.1%

22.2%

75

224

617
-

234

8.2%

-35.7%

199

379

286

325

917
410

444

-38.4%

302.3%

235

67

49.2%

328

590

177

211

-8.4%

484

861

109

19.4%
17.2%

1,113

253

Edgewater

60.6%

1,061

% Change

87

247

41.0%

875

1,233

2015

350

39.0%

859

1,405

Chickasaw

-14.7%

Class Attendance

14.3%

244

-19.3%

81

-42.0%

-46.4%

118

39.0%
0.0%

3

3,380

166.7%

3,197

Events/Class Attendance

2016
1,255
7,606
756
9,702
3,380
22,699

Community Events
Events - Adult
Events - Teen
Events - Children
Technology Classes
TOTAL

5.7%

2015 % Change
1,843 -31.90%
7,385
2.99%
969 -21.98%
8,044
20.61%
3,197
5.72%
21,438
5.88%

Socia
Media
15,000

Good Reads

Foursquare

Instagram

Pintrest

Twitter

13,411

7,217

7,767

9,439

1,375

1,287

1,283

757

536

232

-

243

5,000

195

10,000
Dec-15
Dec-16

Facebook

In an effort to align our social media efforts more closely with the strategic plan, we have started to develop a monthly budget
for social media advertising and have begun the process of meeting monthly to choose select programs and services to promote.
In December, we promoted the Gifts & Greetings gift shop, the Windermere Branch Anniversary, an all-call for ePULP reviewers,
the Melrose Awards voting period, and Mind Your Business. We also ran a Facebook Likes campaign during this time, which
resulted in an additional 1641 new followers. The increased traffic to our account resulted in one our organic posts going viral.
An article published by People.com about actor Denzel Washington reconnecting with the librarian who issued him his first

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION
Fiscal Year 2013 Through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date
1,190,000
1,155,000
1,120,000
1,085,000
1,050,000
1,015,000
980,000
945,000
910,000
875,000
840,000
805,000
770,000
735,000
700,000

FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015
FY 2016
FY 2017

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION WITH ELECTRONIC STATS

(Circ Stats & Electronic Database Stats ~ 2 months previous)

Fiscal Year 2013 Through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date
1,400,000
1,350,000
1,300,000
1,250,000
1,200,000
1,150,000
1,100,000

FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015

1,050,000

FY 2016

1,000,000

FY 2017

950,000

Orange County Library System
Door Counts
Fiscal Year 2013 through Fiscal Year 2017 to Date

FY 2013

FY 2014

445,000

FY 2015

FY 2016

FY 2017

395,000

345,000

295,000

245,000

245,000

Orange County Library System
New Customer Registration
Fiscal Year 2013 through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date
7,450
6,950
6,450
5,950
5,450
4,950
4,450
3,950

FY 2013
FY 2014
FY 2015
FY 2016
FY 2017
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Director’s Goals FY 2017
1st Quarter Update:
President Lisa Franchina

Director’s Annual Goals: Each goal has a connection to the dimensions of
performance provided on the Director’s Performance Evaluation form.
FY 2017 ~ 1st Quarter Update

Strategic Goal: Promotion of Lifelong Learning
Performance Dimension:

Goal: Grow Our Name

Public Relations, Steward of Capital Resources,
Employment, Staffing &Training.
Successful Completion

Cultivate the reputation of OCLS as the public's lifelong
learning institution locally and nationally

Develop and present an exciting and
interesting array of programs, classes,
and library events.
Present at national and state
conferences and submit articles /
chapters for publication

Progress

Participate and develop an active
presence in local and national
organizations

 Youth Services continues to offer “Sunshine Storytime” and “Sunshine Playtime”, a
welcoming storytime designed for children who prefer small group activities or who
have sensory, social or developmental challenges-- followed by a playtime on the
last Saturday every other month. Average attendance is nine.
 In developing cooking skills, December holidays are a natural for baking & cookie
decorating programs. “Cookie Decorating” and “Gingerbread Houses” were a hit at
many locations. Currently, a Junior Cuisine Corner is being developed.
 Once a month, on the third Saturday of the month, children ages 3 – 6 learn yoga
poses inspired by their favorite picture books at the Main Library. System wide,
storytimes and popular programs such as “Wiggleworms Workout” and “Literacy &
Locomotion” provide interactive stories, songs, dance and various activities
promoting fitness.
 Proper etiquette was practiced at the “Doll and Me American Girl® Tea” at the
Winter Garden Branch. This school year, the “Game Changer Afterschool
Adventures,” combines homework help and strategic gaming at the Main Library.
Role-playing games improve social skills and creativity in children. Preliminary
data also indicate that students’ self-esteem and confidence rise when involved in
Game Changer programming. November is a perfect opportunity to give thanks.
“Appreciation Stations” at six locations gave school-age children the chance to
show appreciation for family, friends, teachers and the community through craft
and activity stations.
 At all locations, teens who volunteer with the “Teen Library Corps” gain experience
in important work skills and earn community service hours. “There is no ‘Pee’ in
Engineering” at South Trail Branch got kids thinking about future careers and
recycling water. Coding with ozobots, coding with JavaScript, basic coding,
celebrating flight, knitting, sewing and Lego events all contribute to life skills.
 Learning language skills are important. Monthly “Cuentame un Cuento: Tell Me a
Story Bilingual Stories and Fun” at the Main Library occurs on the first Saturday of
each month with interactive bilingual stories and crafts for children in English and
Spanish. “Little Pim – Spanish” at Edgewater Branch on two Saturdays in December
featured fun-filled language learning experiences with hands-on activities, songs














and interactive technology for ages 3 - 5.
In October & November, the “Afterschool Club” met weekly at South Creek Branch.
Each week a different project was offered for ages 6 - 12. At West Oaks Branch’s
“Easy Work” program, school-age children discovered how simple machines can
help make chores a breeze. “Drop In Chess” for all ages & skill levels happens on
the first Wednesday of each month at the Main Library. Chess has been shown to
have many educational benefits including teaching foresight, planning, patience
and the ability to seek alternative solutions. In “Paws to Read” events at multiple
locations, children practice their reading skills by reading aloud to certified therapy
dogs from Be An Angel Therapy Dogs Ministry.
Sewing camps over the summer were overwhelmingly successful with every camp
having a waiting list. Due to the astounding responses, we received for these
camps, we added several camps for winter and spring break. Scheduled Camps for
this quarter included:
o It’s Sew Easy - Pull On Shorts - November 5 to December 10 - Saturdays
o It’s Sew Easy – Pillows - December 27 to December 29 - Tuesday through Thursday
Sew camp curriculum has been developed which will be more advanced in working
with knit materials for dress making and athletic wear. A Wearable Electronic back
pack camp has been developed to cross electronic engineering with sewing skills
and will be pilot tested in February.
We have developed a relationship with the Fashion Technology and Production
Services department at the Orlando Tech Center in Downtown and we are cross
sharing promotional materials for students interested in careers in the fashion
industry. We are currently working on having students from that field volunteer to
work with us in the sewing studio.
As required by the grant, from July 1 – October 31, we achieved the following
performance measures:
o Performance Measure 1:
Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and post-test on the
last day.
Average student score on pre-tests is 42%.
Average student score on post-tests is 95%.
Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows mastery of the
content.
o Performance Measure 2:
Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done at the end of
each session for students to evaluate curriculum and instruction. We expect
80% of the students will complete all sessions for the camp.
93% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.
o Performance Measure 3:
Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem solving, safety
skills and sewing skills by presenting a completed sewing project. We expect
80% of the students will complete the sewing project.
93% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.
We are investigating and researching the options of writing a grant for 2017-2018
to expand the program to one or more branches.
Healthy Living events featured a variety of offerings this quarter. With the use of
laughter, rhythm, and light exercise, patrons learned how to ignite endorphins and
receive positive physical and emotional wellness benefits at “Laughter Lab Yoga.”
Certified In-Person Assisters were available to answer questions regarding the
Affordable Care Act and help with enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace
at several branches. Educators from Kidney Smart shared how medications, diet,
and nutrition work together to help keep people healthy, and how to manage other
related conditions, including diabetes and hypertension. Robert Bowden, Director of
Leu Gardens, taught patrons about seasonal vegetables, the easiest herbs to grow

and which herbs can be grown year-round in Central Florida. Certified Holistic
Health Coach, Shahnaz Nensey, demonstrated how organic skincare products can
be easily found in your kitchen using essential oils, herbs and spices for beauty and
wellness. Powerful meditation techniques were explored, and seasonal stress was
discussed in the "Reducing Stress through Meditation" program. In Cuisine Corner,
Yamira Lee Johnson, Head Chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira, shared
healthy holiday recipes everyone can make and enjoy this season. Other healthy
holiday meal programs were presented along with reducing stress with Tai Chi &
Qigong. The American Heart Association offered CPR certification.
 The Next Chapter event series focuses on empowering the lives of seniors through
fun, educational and informative programs. This quarter, seniors exercised their
way to fitness in the “Introduction to Pilates” event with simple moves that help
alignment and encouraged flexibility. Representatives from the Victim Service
Center discussed the importance of seniors staying safe in cyberspace and how to
recognize internet scams. With millions of Americans depending on Social Security
as their primary source of retirement income, the “Maximizing Benefits” event
helped inform patrons about where and how to take Social Security benefits while
reducing taxes. “LIFE Information for Elders”, presented by the Orange County’s
Commission on Aging, shared proactive approaches to healthy aging and managing
stress, from speakers, including a geriatric nurse and a physical therapist.
 Community Relations, Events and Programs, and Youth Services staff are
discussing a one year Pulse Remembrance event. OCLS is looking to ask local
musician (and Melrose Center member) Kevin Meehan to do a live performance of a
song he recorded in the Melrose Center to honor the victims of Pulse and their
families. OCLS is talking to Sam Flax about whether we can host some highlight
pieces from PaintStrong, which debuted at the Orlando Public Library in September
2015 We would like the event to take place on the third Thursday in June, to
coincide with the Downtown Gallery Hop happens.
 The Library continues to monitor area growth and development reports. Areas of
rapid growth such as Lake Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in the
western portion of the County, have been identified as potential sites for future
expansion. Plans are being made to visit and meet with community representatives
in those areas early in 2017. Staff are working with a commercial realtor to explore
an alternate location for Herndon.
Goal: Grow Our Staff
Successful Completion
Foster new roles for staff by providing and promoting
training opportunities, attracting and developing talent

Progress

Demonstrate engagement of staff in
provision of quality services and
programs

Implementation of successful training
opportunities

 During this quarter, two trainings with OCLS created content were uploaded into
the SumTotal Learning Management System: CIS: Customer Interaction Statistics,
and Community Outreach: Connecting the Community to Library Resources.
 During this quarter, 19 OCLS employees participated in and completed Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University course.

Strategic Goal: Foster Community Engagement
Performance Dimension:

Public Relations, Fundraising, Technology
Development, Fiscal Responsibility and
Stewardship

Goal: Promote Our Brand

Promote our services and products

Progress

Successful Completion

Public recognition of library programs
and services
Promote library resources and
activities to local media

 After making a concerted effort in 2016 to build and develop our social media
following, we have increased our social media footprint significantly, and we have
allocated a portion of our monthly marketing budget to purchase social media ads
to draw further attention to our programs and events. We have begun to promote:
Melrose Awards, Sunshine State Author Series, Gifts & Greetings store, e-Pulp
Reviewers, Windermere 25th anniversary and a general "likes" ad on Facebook.
We will report ad statistics to show what impact the ads have on our monthly social
media statistics sheet.
 We are also contacting bloggers that interact with us to ask them to act as social
media ambassadors for the library. We hope to engage them to attend programs
and write about them and share on social media to help spread the message to the
community about what the library has to offer.
 We have been steadily building our social media audience over time, helping us cast
a wider net when we share our message and events. Our social media stats at a
glance:
o 11,696 "likes" on our Facebook page
o 7,754 followers on Twitter (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
o 1,683 followers in Instagram (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
 We also continue to support GoodReads, Pinterest and Tumblr accounts.
 Also worth mentioning, are some of the experimental channels with whom we’re
working. We’ve gained 43 followers on our Snapchat account since starting it in
June. This account is only promoted via our Facebook and Twitter profiles as we’ve
changed them to our Snapcodes, similar to QR codes, that allow followers to
automatically add us. We typically run a handful of “stories” a month on our
Snapchat account and since counting statistics starting in September we’ve seen an
average story completion rate of about 90 percent. We also saw our first screenshot
this month on a story we created promoting Native American literature. Instagram
has launched a similar feature called Instagram Stories. Comparatively, while we
get more viewers by the sheer consequence of having more followers on
Instagram, we only see a completion rate on our stories of about 52 percent. We
are also beginning to work with Events and Programs to do more Facebook Live
events, in which we are directly streaming video to Facebook. We used it in
December to do a preview of a Cuisine Corner event, and we hope to make this a
regular feature to engage our Facebook audience and build excitement about
library programs.
 We are also working on a new blog for OCLS to have more sharable content
relevant to our mission to post to social media with review recommendations and
stories. We hope this will help people understand how the library intersects with
the community, current events and trends.
 We have been working diligently on the launch of a marketing campaign created by
the Knight Agency to promote libraries. Knight was originally engaged by a vendor
to create the campaign, called “Free Yourself” to promote library services. Knight
worked with OCLS on a pilot version of the campaign, which is scheduled to launch
in January 2017.
 The campaign features a brochure that highlights unique services of OCLS, which

will be mailed to 100,000 households in the greater Orlando area. Forty thousand of
those would be lapsed users from our database, and 60,000 would be people who
live in our service area who are not currently cardholders. After the brochures are
mailed, Knight will follow up with an email blast to encourage library use.
 The campaign will also be featured in the January 2017 edition of the Books and
Beyond newsletter, and we will work with Knight to promote it on our social media
channels. We are also discussing future use.
 When the marketing campaign created by Knight wraps up, we will work with the
agency to evaluate the results. Knight will be counting traffic to a landing page. We
will track traffic to our site, new card registrations, program attendance, as well as
the number of lapsed users who received the mailing and then returned to use the
library after the campaign launch.
Successful Completion
Goal: Pursue Innovation
Pursue innovation and enhance services

Progress

Completion of the 4th Floor renovation
Growth or implementation of new
services.

Grow EPOCH (Electronically Preserving
Obituaries for Cultural Heritage)

 Ten OCLS staff, including five Storytellers attended a 90-minute ALA Publishing
webinar, “Liven up Baby and Toddler Storytimes with Sign Language”, in December
at the Main Library. Presenter Kathy MacMillan is an Adult Sign Language (ASL)
interpreter, librarian and storyteller. Part-time Casual Storytellers Antoinette
Griffin, Deanna Braunstein, and Myles Thoroughgood report that they have
incorporated simple sign language into stories and songs at OCLS storytimes.
 OCLS’ Get Ready for K (GRFK) curriculum has been around for some time and is
ready to be re-vamped. It currently consists of six sessions spread out over six
weeks. The topics are reading; math; basic concepts; basic skills; health and
safety; and art. We have come up with a new title, “K-Ready”, which will be offered
next year. Our Curriculum Specialist will begin to rewrite the curriculum to match
the latest preschool standards and expectations for children entering Kindergarten.
All 15 locations are scheduled for GRFK between now and July 2017.
 We have created a new logo for “Early Learning” which will be used for “K-Ready,”
storytimes and for other programs for 0-5 years that are geared toward preparing
kids for kindergarten. A Storytimes banner will soon be available for all locations
listing all four storytime programs (Tiny Tales, Toddler Time, Storybook Fun and
Smarty Pants).
 Fall Family Fun included a couple of special choices for early learners: “Celebrate
Winnie the Pooh” and “Thomas the Tank Engine Celebration” at various locations,
presented by Actors Reaching Out.
 OCLS libraries are drawing a larger audience of toddlers to storytimes than children
over age 3. Therefore, Youth Services staff has begun creating new scripts for this
age group. “Tiny House” allows little explorers to learn, grow and play with handson activities inspired by using objects throughout the rooms in a home. “Texture
Inspectors features hands-on sensory discovery of a variety of textures for ages 18
months - 3 years. “Toddler Peekaboo” debuts stories and activities inspired by the
game Peekaboo. “Busy Buttons allows toddlers to sort, count, match, craft, play
and explore with buttons while developing cognitive and motor skills. “Toddler Fun
with Food” inspires toddlers to create, explore and have fun with food.
“Peppermint Pals” features stories, crafts and activities inspired by peppermints. “I













Spy Winter” explores a winter wonderland through a story and hands-on activities
for ages 2 - 4.
Early learning series continue throughout the system. Young children enjoy stories,
songs and exploring age-appropriate art experiences such as painting, pasting,
gluing, stamping and creating at “Artsy Toddler.” Age’s birth - 2 enjoy the fun
series “Baby Bash” where they sing, play and develop motor skills. “SMART Start”
series explores hands-on science, math and art for ages 2 – 4 in a sensory-rich
environment. “Bubble Playtime”, an interactive bubble class at encourages motor
development skills. “Literacy & Locomotion” weaves early literacy practices into fun
interactive stories, songs, rhythm and dance for age’s birth - 3. “Leap Into Letters”
ensures that children ages 3 – 5 practice phonics and letter recognition through
stories, activities, crafts and resources from Miss Humblebee’s Academy database.
For a few years, we have offered a course called Create a 3D Video game. It is
presented as two, three-hour classes (Level 1 and 2) and teaches patrons how to
develop their own first-person style video game using Unity 3D Game Development.
In November this year, we introduced a new class called Introduction to Virtual
Reality (VR). This class teaches students about the history of virtual reality and
where it falls along the spectrum of mixed reality. It covers the possibilities
available to game creators using major platforms and introduces resources
available to develop virtual reality experiences. Within the next month or two, we
expect the rollout of a class on how to create a prototype first-person perspective
VR experience using Unity 3D. Content would include settings, headset use in a
developing environment, creating game objects, creating code to define movement
and overall best creative practices.
Another development, though not specifically related to curriculum, will be the
repurposing of the Simulator Lab into a combined Simulator/Virtual Reality space.
The simulators will be moved toward the front of the room, while the back half of
the room will serve as a VR teaching and demo environment for both Unity 3D and
HTC Vive game development. The visual appeal of the Sim Lab will only be
enhanced by VR activity that can be projected onto the large screens on the back
wall.
According to the Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs, Florida has the third
largest population of veterans in the nation, after California and Texas with more
than 1.6 million veterans." In partnership with CareerSource Central Florida, OCLS
designed a system-wide interactive series to teach children, and their families,
about the branches of the military and to honor those who have served.
The Library System hosted many programs with 500 participants across Orange
County. There was a specific program for each branch of the military, Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard. Each program was designed as follows:
o playing of the anthem
o lesson about the mission the branch of the military
o a conversation with a Vet from CareerSource Central Florida
o an activity created or enhanced by our librarians
o signing of the pledge board
o creating cards to thank Vets
Thanks to our partners at CareerSource Central Florida, cards were presented to the
American Legion and Mission United, United Way for distribution to our local
veterans. They received signed copies of the pledge boards to display. What
follows is the language on the board:
I am protected, my family is too,
I thank all our veterans with gratitude.
They fought for us all, for me and for you,
our freedom's the result of the work that they do!
So thank a veteran with respect and regard,
for defending our country and fighting so hard!


















I promise to remember when I see them around
we owe them so much I will say "thanks" out loud!
On 19 November 2016, this program was presented at the State Convention for the
Florida American Legion, to over 250 Veterans. They heard about the program and
saw the video created by OCLS staff.
OCLS will be applying for the Big Read Grant, which will feature a book about a
platoon of American soldiers in the Vietnam War. If awarded this program will be
held in the fall. While the book is for adults, we include “Vets! Our Heroes!” during
the grant to offer programs for children as well.
On 14 December 2016, the program was shared with the State Librarian as she
toured the Chickasaw Branch Library. She was provided with collateral, a copy of
the video and a signed pledge board to take back to the State Library. Plans are
underway to update the program for next year.
We are doing several things to maximize the use of our art walls and new exhibit
space on the second floor:
1. We are creating a database of local artists who may have an interest in
exhibiting work at one of our 16 locations.
2. We are working with the Orange County Regional History Center to coordinate
rotating exhibits of large-format photos from their collections to be displayed on
the second floor of the Orlando Public Library.
3. We are adding UV filters to the windows on the second floor of the Orlando
Public Library, so that the space will be eligible for more traveling national and
regional exhibits.
4. We are in the process of creating a facility physical environment report that we
can send to organizations that require one.
During this quarter, OCLS conducted six interviews and attended four outreach
events for Orlando Memory, with an attendance of 92. Staff attended the six-month
remembrance of the Pulse Nightclub Tragedy and added content gathered to
Orlando Memory. Offsite EPOCH presentations are being scheduled, with two
planned for the second quarter.
Google ads are being developed and search engine optimization tactics are being
explored to market EPOCH. Staff plan to reach out again to local independent
funeral homes. Staff will explore reaching out to retirement communities, estate
planners, and some key citizens. Pricing for local/community newspaper ads, along
with doing an information postcard mailing will be gathered. Program development
and a marketing plan will be created for Preservation Week (April) with EPOCH and
Orlando Memory activities
ePulp: There were four authors who submitted ten books to be considered for
review. Since launch on 1 August 2016, ten authors have submitted nineteen works
to the site. So far, thirteen books have met the criteria and are ready for reviewing.
There is a total of forty-five registered reviewers – forty-one patrons and four staff.
There have been twenty book reviews submitted. Plans are currently in the works
to move 4-5 positively reviewed books to the regular ePulp collection.
Presentations about ePulp were given at the Library Board of Trustees, Friends of
the Library Board and to Staff. A presentation proposal, “Community Created Ebook Collection: From Idea to Reality,” has been accepted for the 2017 FLA
Conference.
A reviewer newsletter has been made to keep ePulp reviewers informed of new
titles, titles needing reviews and the decision status for titles reaching the end of
their review period. Two issues have been created.
The Alafaya Branch was selected as site for renewed community focus. Staff
engaged in a process to identify and develop new service areas. Early Literacy,
Maker Space, and Technology Learning were areas targeted for the new focus.
Additional resources are being ordered and special programming is being planned
as the Branch launches their new focus areas in 2017.

 The Library continues to monitor area growth and development reports. Areas of

rapid growth such as Lake Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in the
western portion of the County have been identified as potential sites for expansion.
Plans are being made to visit and meet with community representatives in those
areas early in 2017.
Successful Completion
Goal: Leverage Our Community
Cultivate / Strengthen partnerships

Initiate / Engage in community
partnerships

Progress

 The manager of Youth Services, Sue Wright, as a member of the 2016-17 Leadership
Orange class, attended sessions facilitated by Orange County Public School’s
Exceptional Student Education (ESE). She observed ESE classes at Dream Lake
Elementary. We now have some new contacts to work with.
 In July of 2016 the Orlando Sentinel published a story about 18 public area
elementary schools that were going to be offering longer school days, based on low
reading scores. OCLS reached out to these schools in an effort to support them.
This included a personal letter from the Director and a follow up from their school
liaison. There were some connections made at a few schools. The liaison group has
met twice to discuss their experiences with these schools and brainstorm ideas to
offer library services. While some schools have been receptive to these personal
connections most have not. Here are some things of note this quarter:
o Fourteen of the eighteen OCPS elementary schools whose students scored lowest
in reading participated in the fall 2016 License to Learn library card sign-up
initiative including Eagles Nest, Eccleston, Hiawassee, Ivey Lane, Lancaster, Lake
Weston, Lockhart, Lovell, Palmetto, Pine Hills, Riverside, Tangelo Park ,
Washington Shores and Wheatley Elementary School.
o OCLS' Youth Service Department is in the process reaching out to each school to
personally offer a storytelling program.
o One school, Lovell Elementary brought their first graders to the North Orange
Branch for a day of fun on Thursday, 8 December 2016. This is an excerpt of the
thank you letter: "Thank you so much for having us come to your library. We had
a ton of fun! Everyone on my first-grade team had positives about the experience.
Just a sampling of the comments back to me...so well organized; great hands-on;
wow, how'd they do that in just 2 hours! My principal and 1st grade coach were
happy with our observations of how engaged our students were. You went the
extra mile for us and we greatly appreciate all the arrangements you made for our
7 classes H. Moses"
 We will contact the History Center after the New Year to discuss our dates and times
for events with events they have planned, and we're hoping that we can encourage
a larger discussion about having a coordinated effort to commemorate Pulse.
Goal: Increase Revenue
Successful Completion
Supplement ad valorem tax revenues through grants
and fundraising

Progress

Submit multiple grant applications

 The Library initiated the following grant applications during the quarter:
o An application to the Young Adults Library Services Association (YALSA) in the
amount of $1,000 to encourage outstanding Teen Tech Week activities for and

o

o

o
o

o

with teens, especially those teens who lack access to up to date technology.
The Library is proposing to purchase computer coding training toys and to host
programs to meet the grant requirement that our proposal "helps teens gain
skills in using digital media, whether to help with school work, explore personal
interests or prepare for careers."
An application to TEI Landmark Audio (an audio book publisher) in the amount of
$1,000 to celebrate the companies' 25 years of "Giving a Voice to Literature," TEI
Landmark Audio plans to award (25) $1,000 grants to support literacy for young
people.
In addition to the grants submitted, the Library formed a grant writing team to
submit an application to Better World Books for their “Game Changing” ideas
grant program which aims to help advance a compelling literacy project.
The Library agreed to serve as partner and event host site for a grant being
submitted by Rollins College for an NEH grant entitled “Dialogues on the
Experience of War.” If awarded it will entail discussion groups and public events
that create conversations with humanities faculty, veterans and the general
public about the experience of war and military service.
Walt Disney World notified the Library that it was the recipient of employee
matching grant. The Library was subsequently registered and listed as an option
for future employee matching grants.
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Lifelong Learning: A. Children's Learning Initiative

1. Evaluate & create content for library programs for children with special needs and their
parents

Progress

Youth Services continues to offer “Sunshine Storytime” and
“Sunshine Playtime.” “Sunshine Storytime” is a welcoming
storytime designed for children who prefer small group
activities or who have sensory, social or developmental
challenges. This is held on the last Saturday every other
month. Average attendance is nine.

Champion
Debbie
Tour

Updated
12.16

Ten OCLS staff, including five Storytellers attended a 90minute ALA Publishing webinar, “Liven up Baby and Toddler
Storytimes with Sign Language,” in December. Presenter
Kathy MacMillan is an Adult Sign Language (ASL)
interpreter, librarian and storyteller. Part-time Casual
Storytellers Antoinette Griffin, Deanna Braunstein, and Myles
Thoroughgood report that they have incorporated simple sign
language into stories and songs at OCLS storytimes.
The manager of Youth Services, Sue Wright, as a member of
the 2016-17 Leadership Orange class, attended sessions
facilitated by Orange County Public School’s Exceptional
Student Education (ESE). She observed ESE classes at Dream
Lake Elementary.
2. Explore specialized life skills programs for children, such as cooking, fitness, etiquette &
finance

Progress

In developing cooking skills, December holidays are a natural
for baking & cookie decorating programs. “Cookie
Decorating” and “Gingerbread Houses” were a hit at many
locations. Currently, a Junior Cuisine Corner is being
developed.
Once a month, on the third Saturday of the month, children
ages 3-6 learn yoga poses inspired by their favorite picture
books at the Main Library. System wide, storytimes and
popular programs such as “Wiggleworms Workout” and
“Literacy & Locomotion” provide interactive stories, songs,
dance and various activities promoting fitness.
Proper etiquette was practiced at the “Doll and Me American
Girl® Tea” at the Winter Garden Branch. This school year the
“Game Changer Afterschool Adventures,” combines

Champion
Debbie
Tour

Updated
12.16

Progress

homework help and strategic gaming at the Main Library.
Role-playing games improve social skills and creativity in
children. Preliminary data also indicate that students’ selfesteem and confidence rise when involved in Game Changer
programming. November is a perfect opportunity to give
thanks. “Appreciation Stations” at six locations gave school age
children the chance to show appreciation for family, friends,
teachers and the community through craft and activity
stations.

Champion

Updated

Champion

Updated

At all locations, teens who volunteer with the “Teen Library
Corps” gain experience in important work skills and earn
community service hours. “There is no ‘Pee’ in Engineering” at
South Trail Branch got kids thinking about future careers and
recycling water. Coding with ozobots, coding with JavaScript,
basic coding, celebrating flight, knitting, sewing and Lego
events all contribute to life skills.
Learning language skills are important. Monthly “Cuentame
un Cuento: Tell Me a Story Bilingual Stories and Fun” at the
Main Library occurs on the first Saturday of each month with
interactive bilingual stories and crafts for children in English
and Spanish. “Little Pim – Spanish” at Edgewater Branch on
two Saturdays in December featured fun-filled language
learning experiences with hands-on activities, songs and
interactive technology for ages 3-5.
In October & November, the “Afterschool Club” met weekly at
South Creek Branch. Each week a different project was offered
for ages 6-12. At West Oaks Branch’s “Easy Work” program,
school-age children discovered how simple machines can help
make chores a breeze. “Drop In Chess” for all ages & skill
levels happens on the first Wednesday of each month at the
Main Library. Chess has been shown to have many educational
benefits including teaching foresight, planning, patience and
the ability to seek alternative solutions. In “Paws to Read”
events at multiple locations, children practice their reading
skills by reading aloud to certified therapy dogs from Be An
Angel Therapy Dogs Ministry.
3. Expand Getting Ready for K curriculum

Progress

OCLS’ Get Ready for K (GRFK) curriculum has been around
for some time and is ready to be re-vamped. It currently
consists of six sessions spread out over six weeks. The topics
are reading; math; basic concepts; basic skills; health and
safety; and art. We have come up with a new title, “K-Ready,”
which will be offered next year. Our Curriculum Specialist
will begin to rewrite the curriculum to match the latest

Debbie
Tour

12.16

Progress

preschool standards and expectations for children entering
Kindergarten. All 15 locations are scheduled for GRFK
between now and July 2017.
We have created a new logo for “Early Learning” which will
be used for “K-Ready,” storytimes and for other programs for
0-5 years that are geared toward preparing kids for
kindergarten. A Storytimes banner will soon be available for
all locations listing all four storytime programs (Tiny Tales,
Toddler Time, Storybook Fun and Smarty Pants).
Fall Family Fun included a couple of special choices for early
learners: “Celebrate Winnie the Pooh” and “Thomas the Tank
Engine Celebration” at various locations, presented by Actors
Reaching Out.
OCLS libraries are drawing a larger audience of toddlers to
storytimes than children over age 3. Therefore, Youth Services
staff has begun creating new scripts for this age group. “Tiny
House” allows little explorers to learn, grow and play with
hands-on activities inspired by using objects throughout the
rooms in a home. “Texture Inspectors features hands-on
sensory discovery of a variety of textures for ages 18 months - 3
years. “Toddler Peekaboo” debuts stories and activities
inspired by the game Peekaboo. “Busy Buttons” allows
toddlers to sort, count, match, craft, play and explore with
buttons while developing cognitive and motor skills. “Toddler
Fun with Food” inspires toddlers to create, explore and have
fun with food. “Peppermint Pals” features stories, crafts and
activities inspired by peppermints. “I Spy Winter” explores a
winter wonderland through a story and hands-on activities for
ages 2-4.
Early learning series continue throughout the system. Young
children enjoy stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate art
experiences such as painting, pasting, gluing, stamping and
creating at “Artsy Toddler.” Age’s birth - 2 enjoy the fun
series “Baby Bash” where they sing, play and develop motor
skills. “SMART Start” series explores hands-on science, math
and art for ages 2-4 in a sensory-rich environment. “Bubble
Playtime,” an interactive bubble class encourages motor
development skills. “Literacy & Locomotion” weaves early
literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs, rhythm
and dance for age’s birth - 3. “Leap Into Letters” ensures that
children ages 3-5 practice phonics and letter recognition
through stories, activities, crafts and resources from Miss
Humblebee’s Academy database.

Champion

Updated

4. Enhance Library offerings for schools with low reading scores

Progress

In July of 2016 the Orlando Sentinel published a story about 18
public area elementary schools that were going to be offering
longer school days, based on low reading scores. OCLS
reached out to these schools in an effort to support them. This
included a personal letter from the Director and a follow up
from their school liaison. There were some connections made
at a few schools. The liaison group has met twice to discuss
their experiences with these schools and brainstorm ideas to
offer library services. While some schools have been receptive
to these personal connections, most have not. Here are some
things of note this quarter:





Fourteen of the eighteen OCPS elementary schools whose
students scored lowest in reading participated in the fall
2016 License to Learn library card sign-up initiative
including Eagles Nest, Eccleston, Hiawassee, Ivey Lane,
Lancaster, Lake Weston, Lockhart, Lovell, Palmetto, Pine
Hills, Riverside, Tangelo Park , Washington Shores and
Wheatley Elementary School.
OCLS' Youth Service Department is in the process
reaching out to each school to personally offer a storytelling
program.
One school, Lovell Elementary brought their first graders
to the North Orange Branch for a day of fun on Thursday,
8 December 2016. This is an excerpt of the thank you
letter: "Thank you so much for having us come to your
library. We had a ton of fun! Everyone on my first-grade
team had positives about the experience. Just a sampling of
the comments back to me...so well organized; great hands-on;
wow, how'd they do that in just 2 hours! My principal and 1st
grade coach were happy with our observations of how
engaged our students were. You went the extra mile for us
and we greatly appreciate all the arrangements you made for
our 7 classes H. Moses"

Champion
Wendi
Bost

Updated
12.16

5. Execute year two of the Mayor’s Matching Grant gift to expand sewing program with new
equipment and curriculum.

Progress

Sewing camps over the summer were overwhelmingly successful with
every camp having a waiting list. Due to the astounding responses, we
received for these camps, we added several camps for winter and
spring break.
Scheduled Camps for this quarter included:
 It’s Sew Easy - Pull On Shorts - November 5 to December 10
Saturdays
 It’s Sew Easy - Pillows
December 27 to December 29 - Tuesday through Thursday
Sew camp curriculum has been developed which will be more
advanced in working with knit materials for dress making and
athletic wear. A Wearable Electronic back pack camp has been
developed to cross electronic engineering with sewing skills and will
be pilot tested in February.
We have developed a relationship with the Fashion Technology and
Production Services department at the Orlando Tech Center in
Downtown and we are cross sharing promotional materials for
students interested in careers in the fashion industry. We are
currently working on having students from that field volunteer to
work with us in the sewing studio.
As required by the grant, from July 1 – October 31, we achieved the
following performance measures:
Performance Measure 1:
Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and posttest on the last day.
Average student score on pre-tests is 42%.
Average student score on post-tests is 95%.
Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows
mastery of the content.
Performance Measure 2:
Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done at
the end of each session for students to evaluate curriculum and
instruction. We expect 80% of the students will complete all sessions
for the camp.
93% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.
Performance Measure 3:
Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem
solving, safety skills and sewing skills by presenting a completed
sewing project. We expect 80% of the students will complete the
sewing project.
93% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.

Champion
Debbie
Moss

Updated
12.16

Progress

We are investigating and researching the options of writing a grant
for 2017-2018 to expand the program to one or more branches.

Champion

Updated

Lifelong Learning: B. Adult Learning Initiative
1. Expand health & wellness initiative & promotion

Progress

Healthy Living events featured a variety of offerings this
quarter. With the use of laughter, rhythm, and light exercise,
patrons learned how to ignite endorphins and receive positive
physical and emotional wellness benefits at “Laughter Lab
Yoga.” Certified In-Person Assisters were available to answer
questions regarding the Affordable Care Act and help with
enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace at several
branches. Educators from Kidney Smart shared how
medications, diet, and nutrition work together to help keep
people healthy, and how to manage other related conditions,
including diabetes and hypertension. Robert Bowden, Director
of Leu Gardens, taught patrons about seasonal vegetables, the
easiest herbs to grow and which herbs can be grown yearround in Central Florida. Certified Holistic Health Coach,
Shahnaz Nensey, demonstrated how organic skincare products
can be easily found in your kitchen using essential oils, herbs
and spices for beauty and wellness. Powerful meditation
techniques were explored, and seasonal stress was discussed in
the "Reducing Stress through Meditation" program. In
Cuisine Corner, Yamira Lee Johnson, Head Chef and founder
of Breaking Bread with Mira, shared healthy holiday recipes
everyone can make and enjoy this season. Other healthy
holiday meal programs were presented along with reducing
stress with Tai Chi & Qigong. The American Heart
Association offered CPR certification.
2. Enhance "Next Chapter" offerings for adult seniors

Progress

The Next Chapter event series focuses on empowering the lives
of seniors through fun, educational and informative programs.
This quarter, seniors exercised their way to fitness in the
“Introduction to Pilates” event with simple moves that help
alignment and encouraged flexibility. Representatives from the
Victim Service Center discussed the importance of seniors
staying safe in cyberspace and how to recognize internet scams.
With millions of Americans depending on Social Security as
their primary source of retirement income, the “Maximizing
Benefits” event helped inform patrons about where and on how
to take Social Security benefits while reducing taxes. “LIFE
Information for Elders,” presented by the Orange County’s
Commission on Aging, shared proactive approaches to healthy
aging and managing stress, from speakers, including a geriatric
nurse and a physical therapist.

Champion

Updated

Champion

Updated

Debbie
Tour

Debbie
Tour

12.16

12.16

3. Provide Career Online High School Diplomas & graduation ceremony

Progress

Plans are being made for the first graduation ceremony to be
held February 25.

Champion
Debbie
Tour

4. Develop curriculum and experiences for immersive technologies

Progress

For a few years, we have offered a course called Create a 3D
Video game. It is presented as two, three-hour classes (Level 1
and 2) and teaches patrons how to develop their own firstperson style video game using Unity 3D Game Development.
In November this year, we introduced a new class called
Introduction to Virtual Reality (VR). This class teaches
students about the history of virtual reality and where it falls
along the spectrum of mixed reality. It covers the possibilities
available to game creators using major platforms and
introduces resources available to develop virtual reality
experiences.
Within the next month or two, we expect the rollout of a class
on how to create a prototype first-person perspective VR
experience using Unity 3D. Content would include explaining
settings and headset use in a developing environment, creating
game objects, creating code to define movement and overall
best creative practices.
Later in 2017, curriculum will be introduced to teach
participants to create a user interface, covering strategies for
control panels to allow interactions.
Another development, though not specifically related to
curriculum, will be the repurposing of the Simulator Lab into a
combined Simulator/Virtual Reality space. The simulators will
be moved toward the front of the room, while the back half of
the room will serve as a VR teaching and demo environment
for both Unity 3D and HTC Vive game development. The
visual appeal of the Sim Lab will only be enhanced by VR
activity that can be projected onto the large screens on the
back wall.

Champion
Debbie
Moss

Updated
12.16

Updated
12.16

Lifelong Learning: C. Staff - Engaged Learning

1. Self-directed learning opportunities for staff: Provide more OCLS generated content as
self-directed learning opportunities

Progress

During this quarter, two trainings with OCLS created content
were uploaded into the SumTotal Learning Management
System: CIS: Customer Interaction Statistics, and Community
Outreach: Connecting the Community to Library Resources.
2. Offer Financial Wellness skills

Progress

During this quarter, 19 OCLS employees participated in and
completed Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University course.

Champion

Updated

Champion

Updated

Bob
Tessier

Bob
Tessier

12.16

12.16

Community Engagement: A. Promotion

1. Leverage social media as a digital-marketing tool and create a social media marketing
strategy

Progress

After making a concerted effort in 2016 to build and develop
our social media following, we have increased our social media
footprint significantly, and we have allocated a portion of our
monthly marketing budget to purchase social media ads to
draw further attention to our programs and events.
We have begun to promote:
Melrose Awards

Sunshine State Author Series
Gifts & Greetings store
EPulp Reviewers

Windermere 25th anniversary

A general "likes" ad on Facebook

We are also contacting bloggers that interact with us to ask
them to act as social media ambassadors for the library. We
hope to engage them to attend programs and write about them
and share on social media to help spread the message to the
community about what the library has to offer.

Champion
Erin
Sullivan

Updated

2. Grow organic social media presence and use it to connect with the community

Progress

We have been steadily building our social media audience over
time, helping us cast a wider net when we share our message
and events. Our social media stats at a glance:
11,696 "likes" on our Facebook page

7,754 followers on Twitter (OCLS and Melrose Center
combined)

1,683 followers in Instagram (OCLS and Melrose Center
combined)

We also continue to support GoodReads, Pinterest and Tumblr
accounts.

Also worth mentioning, are some of the experimental channels
with whom we are working. We’ve gained 43 followers on our
Snapchat account since starting it in June. This account is only
promoted via our Facebook and Twitter profiles as we’ve
changed them to our Snapcodes, similar to QR codes, that
allow followers to automatically add us. We typically run a
handful of “stories” a month on our Snapchat account and
since counting statistics starting in September we’ve seen an
average story completion rate of about 90 percent. We also saw
our first screenshot this month on a story we created
promoting Native American literature. Instagram has
launched a similar feature called Instagram Stories.
Comparatively, while we get more viewers by the sheer
consequence of having more followers on Instagram, we only
see a completion rate on our stories of about 52 percent. We
are also beginning to work with our Events and Programs
Department to do more Facebook Live events, in which we are
directly streaming video to Facebook. We used it in December
to do a preview of a Cuisine Corner event, and we hope to
make this a regular feature to engage our Facebook audience
and build excitement about library programs.
We are also working on creating a new blog for OCLS to have
more sharable content relevant to our mission to post to social
media with review recommendations and stories. We hope this
will help people understand how the library intersects with the
community, current events and trends.
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3. Participate in Knight Campaign pilot

Progress

We have been working diligently on the launch of a marketing
campaign created by the Knight Agency to promote libraries.
Knight was originally engaged by a vendor to create the
campaign, called “Free Yourself” to promote library services.
Knight worked with OCLS on a pilot version of the campaign,
which is scheduled to launch in January 2017.
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The campaign features a brochure that highlights unique
services of OCLS, which will be mailed to 100,000 households
in the greater Orlando area. Forty thousand of those would be
lapsed users from our database, and 60,000 would be people
who live in our service area who are not currently cardholders.
After the brochures are mailed, Knight will follow up with an
email blast to encourage library use.
The campaign will also be featured in the January 2017 edition
of the “Books and Beyond” newsletter, and we will work with
Knight to promote it on our social media channels. We are also
discussing future use.
4. Engage in community events to celebrate Veterans

Progress

According to the Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs,
Florida has the third largest population of veterans in the
nation, after California and Texas with more than 1.6 million
veterans." In partnership with CareerSource Central Florida,
OCLS designed a system-wide interactive series this Fall, to
teach children, and their families, about the branches of the
military and to honor those who have served.
The Library System hosted many programs with 500
participants across Orange County. There was a specific
program for each branch of the military: Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines and Coast Guard. Each program was designed
as follows:
 the playing of the anthem
 a lesson about the mission the branch of the military
 a conversation with a Vet from CareerSource Central
Florida
 an activity created or enhanced by our librarians
 the signing of the pledge board
 the creating of cards to thank Vets
Thanks to our partners at CareerSource Central Florida, cards
were presented to the American Legion and Mission United,
United Way for distribution to our local veterans. They
received signed copies of the pledge boards to put on display.
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Progress

What follows is the language on the board:
"I am protected, my family is too,
I thank all our veterans with gratitude.
They fought for us all, for me and for you,
our freedom's the result of the work that they do!
So thank a veteran with respect and regard,
for defending our country and fighting so hard!
I promise to remember when I see them around
we owe them so much I will say "thanks" out loud!"
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On 19 November 2016, this program was presented at the State
Convention for the Florida American Legion, to over 250
Veterans. They heard about the program and saw the video
created by OCLS staff.
OCLS will be applying for the Big Read Grant, which will
feature a book about a platoon of American soldiers in the
Vietnam War. If awarded, this program will be held in the fall.
While the book is for adults, we include “Vets! Our Heroes!”
during the grant to offer programs for children as well.
On 14 December 2016, the program was shared with the State
Librarian as she toured the Chickasaw Branch Library. She
was provided with collateral, a copy of the video and a signed
pledge board to take back to the State Library. Plans are
underway to update the program for next year.
Community Engagement: B. Engage with/in Community Content Development
1. Evaluate results of marketing campaign

Progress

When the marketing campaign created by Knight wraps up,
we will work with the agency to evaluate the results. Knight
will be counting of traffic to a landing page. We will track
traffic to our site, as well as new card registrations, program
attendance and the number of lapsed users who received the
mailing and then returned to use the library after the
campaign launch.
2. Host local and national art displays or events

Progress

We are doing several things to maximize the use of our art
walls and new exhibit space on the second floor:

1. We are creating a database of local artists who may have an
interest in exhibiting work at one of our 16 locations.

2. We are working with the Orange County Regional History
Center to coordinate rotating exhibits of large-format photos
from their collections to be displayed on the second floor of the
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Orlando Public Library.
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3. We are adding UV filters to the windows on the second floor
of the Orlando Public Library, so that the space will be eligible
for more traveling national and regional exhibits.
4. We are in the process of creating a facility physical
environment report that we can send to organizations that
require one.

3. Develop community content and programming to support it - EPOCH, Orlando Memory,
and ePulp

Progress

During this quarter, OCLS conducted six interviews and
attended four outreach events for Orlando Memory, with an
attendance of 92. Staff attended the six-month remembrance of
the Pulse Nightclub Tragedy and added content gathered to
Orlando Memory. Offsite EPOCH presentations are being
scheduled, with two planned for the second quarter. Google
ads are being developed and search engine optimization tactics
are being explored to market EPOCH. Staff plan to reach out
again to local independent funeral homes. Staff will explore
reaching out to retirement communities, estate planners, and
key citizens. Pricing for local/community newspaper ads, along
with doing an information postcard mailing will be gathered.
Program development and a marketing plan will be created for
Preservation Week (April) with EPOCH and Orlando Memory
activities
ePulp
There were four authors who submitted ten books to be
considered for review. Since launch on 1 August 2016, ten
authors have submitted nineteen works to the site. So far,
thirteen books have met the criteria and are ready for
reviewing. There is a total of forty-five registered reviewers:
forty-one patrons and four staff. There have been twenty book
reviews submitted.
Plans are currently in the works to move 4-5 positively
reviewed books to the regular ePulp collection.

Presentations about ePulp were given to the Library Board of
Trustees, Friends of the Library Board, and to Staff. A
presentation proposal, “Community Created E-book
Collection: From Idea to Reality,” has been accepted for the
2017 FLA Conference.
A reviewer newsletter has been made to keep ePulp reviewers
informed of new titles, titles needing reviews and the decision
status for titles reaching the end of their review period. Two
issues have been created.
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4. Plan/Support Pulse Anniversary event

Progress

Community Relations, Events and Programs, and Youth
Services staff are discussing a on year Pulse Remembrance
event.

Champion
Erin
Sullivan

Updated
12.16

OCLS is looking to ask local musician (and Melrose Center
member) Kevin Meehan to do a live performance of a song he
recorded in the Melrose Center to honor the victims of Pulse
and their families.

OCLS is talking to Sam Flax about whether we can host some
highlight pieces from PaintStrong, which debuted at the
Orlando Public Library in September 2015. We would like the
event to take place on the third Thursday in June, to coincide
with the Downtown Gallery Hop happens.

Community Engagement: C. Pursue Funding Opportunities / Facilities
1. Individualize 2 branches to meet community needs

Progress

The Alafaya Branch was selected as the site for renewed
community focus. Staff engaged in a process to identify and
develop new service areas. Early Literacy, Maker Space, and
Technology Learning were areas targeted for the new focus.
Additional resources are being ordered and special
programming is being planned as the Branch launches their
new focus areas in 2017.
2. Pursue grant opportunities

Progress

The Library initiated the following grant applications during
the quarter:

An application to the Young Adults Library Services
Association (YALSA) in the amount of $1,000 to encourage
outstanding Teen Tech Week activities for and with teens,
especially those teens who lack access to up to date technology.
The Library is proposing to purchase computer coding
training toys and to host programs to meet the grant
requirement that our proposal "helps teens gain skills in using
digital media, whether to help with school work, explore
personal interests or prepare for careers."

An application to TEI Landmark Audio (an audio book
publisher) in the amount of $1,000 to celebrate the companies'
25 years of "Giving a Voice to Literature," TEI Landmark
Audio plans to award (25) $1,000 grants to support literacy for
young people.
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In addition to the grants submitted, the Library formed a
grant writing team to submit an application to Better World
Books for their “Game Changing” ideas grant program which
aims to help advance a compelling literacy project.
The Library agreed to serve as partner and event host site for
a grant being submitted by Rollins College for an NEH grant
entitled “Dialogues on the Experience of War.” If awarded it
will entail discussion groups and public events that create
conversations with humanities faculty, veterans and the
general public about the experience of war and military
service.
Walt Disney World notified the Library that it was the
recipient of employee matching grant. The Library was
subsequently registered and listed as an option for future
employee matching grants.
3. Explore new branch sites

Progress

The Library continues to monitor area growth and
development reports. Areas of rapid growth such as Lake
Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in the
western portion of the County, have been identified as
potential sites for future expansion. Plans are being made to
visit and meet with community representatives in those areas
early in 2017. Staff are working with a commercial realtor to
explore an alternate location for Herndon.
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4. Celebrate branch anniversaries at South Creek (15th), Edgewater (20th), and Windermere
(25th) Anniversary

Progress

The Windermere Branch Library marked their 25th year in
operation as a branch of the Orange County Library System.
The Town of Windermere and Orange County Library System
entered into a joint operating agreement that began in 1991.
Nearly 700 people (almost triple the normal attendance) visited
the Branch on Saturday, 17 December to enjoy birthday cake,
storytelling, face painting, crafts, a 3D printing demonstration,
and music. A ceremonial ribbon cutting was held with Mary
Anne Hodel and Gary Bruhn, Mayor of Windermere. They
agreed the cutting was to honor the next 25 years!
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Director’s Report: January 2017
During the month of December, we celebrated some milestones.
Early in the month, we were on target to surpass one million checkouts on OverDrive for 2016. To mark the
occasion, we announced that we would give away a prize basket to a winner selected at random once we
reached the million mark. On December 8, we announced that library patron Robert Indorato was our lucky
winner. He received a prize basket that included $100 in cash donated by the Friends of the Orange County
Library System and a Kindle Fire donated by OverDrive.
The Windermere Branch also had reason to celebrate in December. It has been in operation at its current
location oat 530 Main St. for 25 years. The anniversary was celebrated with a ribbon cutting, birthday cake
and other events. The event drew 498 people, including Windermere Mayor Gary Bruhn. The West Orange
Times and Observer wrote a story about the library’s anniversary.
Looking forward, January marks the launch of the Free Yourself marketing campaign, commissioned by
Baker & Taylor. The campaign launch will consist of a brochure highlighting the Orange County Library
System’s services, which will be mailed to 100,000 households in Orange County. The mailing will be sent
to both lapsed users who we would like to see return to use the library, as well as new users who have yet to
sign up for a card. It will be followed by email blasts on the same theme. When people click a link in the
email, they will be directed to a landing page that encourages them to sign up for a card, learn more or find a
nearby branch. The brochures contain some Spanish-language pages that highlight services for our Spanishspeaking patrons, and the initiative will also have a Spanish-language landing page as a component. We have
meetings scheduled with the marketing agency engaged by Baker & Taylor to measure the campaign’s
results.
We are also gearing up for February 11, when we host the Melrose Creative Expo. The event will mark the
third anniversary of the Melrose Center, and in addition to live music, studio demonstrations and
presentations, we’ll announce the winners of the Melrose Awards, which celebrate the diverse creative
projects made using Melrose Center resources. We’ll have $250 prizes for the winners of each award
category – film, photography and graphic design, maker, audio, game design and programming – and we’ll
award $1,000 to one grand prize winner. We hope you’ll be able to join us for the event.
Unfortunately, we also received some disconcerting news recently, when we learned that there will be no
additional charges against the driver who struck and killed volunteer Jo Anne Feldstein outside the Orlando
Public Library in April. A reporter from the Sentinel called to tell us that she learned from police that the
case was closed and the paper hoped to write about it. The driver was charged in April 2016 with Failure to
Yield to a Pedestrian in a Crosswalk.
Recent System-wide Events
Melrose Center
• The voting period for the 2017 Melrose Awards concluded on December 18. Unlike in years past, we
didn’t require voters to be OCLS cardholders, but instead required only a valid email address. This year,
our 27 entries received a combined 715 votes during the three-week voting period. We’ll turn over the
top three vote getters in each category to our independent subject matter experts for their input during the
first week of January.
• The Center was the first-day venue for the Orlando Zine Fest on December 16. This three-day event
kicked off with organizers hosting 25 young adult zine makers and enthusiasts for a discussion about zine
culture as well as a hands-on workshop. They provided supplies for attendees to create their own zine to
take away from the event.
• Our second Open Mic: The Voice of Melrose event took place on December 15, with 21 people attending.
We had eight performers, including four returning from the first open mic in November. In a wonderful
illustration of the Melrose Center’s ability to bring the creative community together, two of the returning
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musicians who had just met at the November show performed a set together that they’d been practicing.
Starting in January, open mic will happen on the fourth Thursday of each month.
The Photo Studio hosted a Holiday Family Photos event on December 17, drawing 24 people into the
Center to pose for professional-quality pics for the holidays.
On December 14, Amy Johnson, Director of the Division of Library and Information Services for the
State of Florida, visited OCLS and was provided a tour of the Melrose Center.
On December 15, Juan Rivera and Jackie Robinson visited Broward Public Library’s Creation Station
maker space in Fort Lauderdale. Juan and Jackie came away impressed with Creation Station’s operation
and how it has evolved. Starting out as a maker space on the second floor of the Broward main library, it
has expanded to three spaces on different floors, with an area designated for teens and another for
businesses. Patrons can check out a variety of tools, including 3D printers and VR technology, but must
remain in the space with the checked out tools.
Early in December Jim Myers and Jackie Robinson visited with Maynard Evans principal Jenny GibsonLinkh to discuss the potential internship program with students excelling in the school’s audio/video
program. We hope to finalize plans in the coming weeks so that we can initiate the internship program
this spring.
Also in early December, Melrose managers met with representatives from the Florida Music Festival to
talk about the Melrose Center possibly hosting a performance and/or workshop for the 2017 Fest coming
up in April. Details expected to develop soon.
The Melrose Meetups, groups initiated and hosted by our staff members, tried a different approach for
December. With the expectation that the approaching holidays might make attendance a little lighter than
usual for the meetup groups, the staff put together a collaborative meetup on December 7, inviting the
various groups from each area of the center for a chance to meet and mingle. Dubbed the Creative
Community Meetup, the event was a success with 19 people turning up to network, share portfolios and
business cards and trade interests. In fact, we had to gently remind folks that the Center was closing, as
conversations between attendees continued past 7:30.
Our Orlando Photo+Design meetup group did host an Outdoor Photo Lighting Walk on December 4 that
was attended by 15 photographers.
Membership for the Melrose Meetup groups continued to grow in December:
o Orlando Audio Meetup – 285 (+33 over last month)
o Orlando Photo+Design – 870 (+66)
o Orlando Video & Post Production – 572 (+43)
There were six community group meetups in December, with attendance as follows:
o Indienomicon – 86
o Orlando.net – 27
o Internet of Things – 20
o Orlando Robotics – 10
o Orlando Unity 3D Development – 3
o YouTube Latinos Orlando - 3
In December, 182 patrons took advantage of our self-guided tour, while 99 patrons completed
OnDemand General Orientation. Two staff-guided tours were provided during the month.
We welcomed 166 new members to the Melrose Center in December, up 14% from last year.
Doorcount for November was 7,864, down 4% from last year.
Notable Media Mentions:
o Orlando Weekly wrote a nice blog piece about Open Mic: The Voice of Melrose that can be viewed
here:
o http://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2016/12/14/downtowns-latest-live-venue-the-library#
o The Melrose Center was mentioned during two separate radio shows on WPRK in December. On
December 15, the hosts of Functionally Literate Radio talked about Orlando Zine Fest kicking off at
the Center the following day. On December 26, Jermey Adams was interviewed by hosts of Florida
Overtures, Undertones and Subplots to talk about the music composition series he’s teaching at
Melrose on Sundays.

•

Social Media Mentions:
o We had a few open mic performers share photos that staff took of the December event. One
participant put the word out in advance of the show:
o

Edward Portillo ·
Catch me at the Melrose Center tonight performing with some really talented musicians. Starts at 6!

o One of our meetup patrons posted this photo from the Creative Community Meetup:
Alexia Written to Melrose Center
Creative Community Meet Up at the Melrose Center

Alafaya
• On 3 December, Michelle Bernabe hosted “Cookie Decorating” at Alafaya. This holiday themed event
taught families how to decorate their own cookies. A total of 35 patrons attended this event.
• On 5 December, Ana Salmoran-Cruz hosted “Move and Play” at Alafaya. This was a musical program
for kids aged 2-5. A total of 47 patrons attended this event.
• On 5 and 12 December, an outside organization hosted “Affordable Care Act Assistance” at Alafaya.
This event helped guide patrons through purchasing their own health insurance. A total of 23 patrons
attended these two events.
• On 6 December, Lauren Mathur hosted two sessions of “Headstart Storytime” at Alafaya. This is a
storytime event for the neighboring education organization. A total of 104 patrons attended these two
events.
• On 7 December, Ana Salmoran-Cruz and Joshua Shidel hosted two sessions of “Bubble Playtime” at
Alafaya. This event helps toddlers develop motor skills through bubbles. A total of 94 patrons attended
these two events.
• On 10 December, Lauren Mathur hosted “Holiday DIY Crafts” at Alafaya. This taught families how to
make their own decorations. A total of 37 patrons attended this event.
• On 12 December, Lauren Mathur hosted “Artsy Toddler” at Alafaya. This regular program teaches kids
about different styles of art. A total of 52 patrons attended this event.
• On 17 December, Jaclyn Kobylarksi hosted “DIY Holiday Ornaments” at Alafaya. This event taught
patrons how to make their own ornament. A total of 14 patrons attended this event.
• On 19 December, Lauren Mathur hosted "Baby Bash" at Alafaya. This program helps develop motor
skills in children ages 0-2. A total of 44 patrons attended this event.
• On 21 December, Lauren Mathur hosted “Afternoon Art” at Alafaya. This event teaches kids about a
different artist every week. A total of 19 patrons attended this event.
• On 29 December, the “Reading with Ringling” promotion ended at Alafaya. A total of 150 tickets were
distributed.
Chickasaw
• On 3 December, the Central Florida Accordion Association entertained 21 people on Chickasaw’s stage
with the “Holiday Showcase: Accordion Craze” event.
• On 8 December, “Holiday Sing-Along” was a hilarious time for kids and adults to sing their favorite
seasonal songs on Chickasaw’s stage; 35 people participated.
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On 9 December, “Cocoa and a Craft” was a creative program for teens and tweens at Chickasaw; 41
attended.
On 10 December, “Music in the Library: Sean Gaskell Features the West African Kora” was a beautiful
harp and singing performance on Chickasaw’s stage; 32 attended.
On 12 December, Chickasaw hosted a holiday trivia contest for teens and tweens, “It’s a Wrap;” 26
participated.
On 14 December, “Pop Up Gaming” was an energetic event for teens and tweens at Chickasaw; 24
attended.
On 14 December, “Tertulia Cuatro Gatos” hosted their monthly meeting where they used the Chickasaw
stage to read poetry, present a puppet show and sing; 34 people enjoyed this cultural event.
On 15 December, “Bubble Play Time” was a Chickasaw event that offered toddlers and preschoolers a
great time and developing coordination while playing with bubbles; 44 attended.
On 15 December, Chickasaw Customer Service Lead, Loida Garcia, presented a library tour to two
Renaissance Charter School 2nd grade classes; 39 people were in attendance.
On 16 December, “Coloring Time” was a children’s art opportunity to explore color; 22 attended at
Chickasaw.
On 17 December, “How to Decorate a Gingerbread Person” was a tasty program where 31 children and
adults decorated their own giant gingerbread person with festive candies at Chickasaw.
On 17 December, “Music in the Library: Makeshift” was an all-male a cappella group with smooth
vocal harmonies delighting the Chickasaw Branch with barbershop, doo wop, gospel and pop music; 32
attended.
On Mondays in December “Use Your Hands” was an interactive program at Chickasaw for toddlers and
preschoolers to develop their fine motor skills; an average of 30 attended.
On Mondays and Tuesdays in December, Chickasaw had an average of 19 people attended “English
From Zero” in order to learn basic language skills.
On Thursdays in December “Practice Makes Perfect” hosted an average of 23 people practicing their
English skills.
During December, Chickasaw had three “Holiday DIY Crafts” programs with an average of 19 people
creating holiday decorations.

Eatonville
• On 6 December, Sonya Surgeont hosted “Cookie Decorating” 20 attendees enjoyed expressing their
holiday decorating skills during this event.
• On 7 & 14 December, Eatonville hosted “Tutoring” with community partner, Positive Flow
Foundation. 26 attended the sessions for December. Tutoring will resume on January 11, 2017.
• On 15 December, Sonya Surgeont hosted “Back-to-Back Back to The Future Movie Marathon”. 18
attended these feature film presentations.
• On 20 – 23 December, Patrice Florence-Walker hosted, Winter Break at Eatonville Branch.” At 10:30
each morning activities including making and decorating Gingerbread houses and making jewelry.
Materials were donated by staff and kids made earrings, bracelets, and decorative bottles as gifts for
specific family members. A total of 55 attended the morning events. The 1:00 afternoon events “Holiday
Film Frenzy” with featured films like “Finding Dory,” “BFG” and others drew a total attendance of 31.
• On 29 December, the “Check It Out: Reading with Ringling” promotion ended at Eatonville. A total of
60 tickets were distributed.
• 129 children, teachers, and parents participated in Eatonville’s Thursday morning “Smarty Pants Story
Times.”
Edgewater
• On 2 December, 39 persons attended the “Holiday Teen Clothing Swap.” Participants were happy to
receive clothing donated by Plato’s Closet.
• On 7 December, 14 attendees investigated “How Big is Big?” as they explored concepts like length and
width, heavy or light and more or less.
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On 8 December, 98 students, parents and teachers at the “West Oaks Elementary Literacy Night”
showed interest in learning more about the library and signing up for Library cards.
On 10 December, 69 students, parents and teachers at the “Orlando Science Elementary School Open
House” showed interest in learning more about the Winter Break activities and other events and
resources at the library.
On 10 December, 58 participants celebrated National Cupcake Day at the “Cupcake Celebration” event.
They made creative cupcake crafts and decorated their cupcakes donated by B Cupcakes.
On 13 December, 24 attendees discussed the book Japanese Lover by Isabel Allende at the event
“Central Florida Book Club.”
On 13 December, 21 persons attended the “Lee Road Safe Neighborhood Community Meeting.”
On 22 December, 62 participants decorated their own “Gingerbread Houses,” exercising their creativity
and engineering skills.
On 1 and 15 December, 28 persons attended the “Tertulia Cuatro Gatos/Spanish Book Club.” This
month’s celebration featured the musical group Los Inolvidables.
On 14 and 28 December, a total of 22 participants attended the “Little Pim – So You Want to Learn a
New Language?” event where they sung action songs in Spanish and learned new words while
associating those words with different parts of the body.
On 27 and 28 December, 44 participants had fun decorating cookies at the “Cooking Decorating” event.
Frosting, sprinkles, candy and cookies worked magic in decorating a sugary treat.
On 5, 12 and 19 December, 33 toddlers and their parents attended “Smarty Pants”.
On 1-31 December, 150 kits were checked out to children during the “After Dinner Mint Club” passive
event.
On 1- 29 December, 81 persons participated in the “Check it Out: Reading with Ringling” contest.
On 30 December, 27 participants started their countdown to the New Year at the “Happy Noon Year”
event.

Herndon
• On 3 December, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Construction Toys for Kids.” 15 patrons attended this
event in which children learned the basics of building with Snap Circuits, K’NEX and Magformers.
• On 7 December, Terri Frerking hosted “What’s in That Cave.” 11 patrons attended this event for
preschoolers where they got to explore and discover what’s in that cave through stories, songs, and a
craft.
• On 17 December, Herndon hosted “Holiday Showcase: Accordion Craze.” 30 patrons enjoyed this
lively showcase of holiday music presented by the Central Florida Accordion Club.
• On 21 December, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Gingerbread Houses.” 47 patrons attended this event where
children got to create and decorate their own gingerbread houses.
• On 22 December, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Countdown to Winter.” 16 patrons attended this
winter themed event where children got to enjoy songs, activities, and crafts.
• On 28 December, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Beauty & the Beast Movie and Craft.” 10 patrons enjoyed a
screening of Beauty and the Beast while completing a craft.
• In December, 125 children participated in the “Check it Out: Reading with Ringling” contest.
Hiawassee
• On 1 December, Hiawassee conducted an event titled “The Thankful Tree” where kids and their families
could learn all about the meaning of thankfulness and gratitude. People were encouraged to decorate cut
out “leaves” for a bare tree on display in the children’s department. Then over the course of the event,
people could write on their leaves what they were thankful for with some of the folks writing some very
heartfelt words of gratitude. By the end, there was a tree filled with 116 leaves.
• On 3 December, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event called "Let It Snow" were there were 22 folks
in attendance. They created their own snow during a science activity, designed their own cut-out
snowflakes, and made origami snowmen.
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On 7 December, Hiawassee hosted an event titled “Public Hearing for the School Aged Rule” where
representatives from daycare facilities and charter schools could learn about the latest updates to the
Florida Administrative Code. The event was conducted by the Florida Department of Children and
Families. Hiawassee Branch staff was also on hand to promote library services, give an overview on
library databases designed for children, and talk about the new virtual library card. There were 36 people
in attendance.
On 10 December, Hiawassee conducted an event titled "Holiday Cookie Decorating" whereby kids got
to decorate their own edible holiday cookie creations. There were 29 attendees expressing their
creativity and then enjoying their cookie treats.
On 12 December, Hiawassee conducted the “Fifty Shades of Orange” coloring event for adults. There
were 17 people in attendance learning about the color wheel and creating their own mini masterpieces.
On 17 December, Hiawassee conducted a teen event titled "Holiday Movie and Crafts" where the film
“Happy Feet Two" was shown. Attendees were encouraged to wear their worst holiday clothing to
compete in an ugliest sweater contest and they made winter related crafts of reindeer hats and candy
cane mice. There were 18 excited people in attendance.

Main
• The Cuisine Corner series focused on simplifying without sacrificing flavor during the holidays.
Demonstrations throughout the month by The Purple Platter catering company, library staff and Chef
Kevin Marshall of apamperedpalate.com, helped 84 attendees jazz up their holiday meals.
• On 1 December, Jackson Middle School hosted booktalks attended by 175 students and teachers.
• The OCLS LEGO® Contest held on 3 December was a great success with 48 contestants and 201
attendees. There were exciting project entries from children in various age categories from PreschoolKindergarten, grades 1-3 and 4-6.
• There were two Orlando Memory outreach events in December. Pine Castle Historical Society meeting
was on 4 December with 26 in attendance, and the Reflections of Eyewitnesses to the Holocaust event on
11 December had 20 in attendance.
• On 4 December, a total of 216 attendees enjoyed a winter season dance celebration presented by “Step
By Step Dance Studio Inc.”
• Thirty-three booklovers celebrated the completion of the most recent book for the Mayor Buddy’s Book
Club on 7 December.
• On 17 December, 39 attendees decorated gingerbread houses.
• The Orlando Dickens Carolers performed a range of holiday serenades on 17 December for 54 attendees.
• On 17 December, local singer/songwriter, Leo AEther, performed music inspired by his Columbian
heritage for an audience of 83.
• A total of 117 attendees met with local authors from a variety of genres during the Winter Author
Festival on 18 December.
• Over 30 attendees enjoyed Food 101: International Holiday Foods and Art 101: Byzantine Art.
North Orange
• On 2 & 16 December, “Preschool Artsy Toddler” was hosted by Alyson Murray. 21 children and
parents participated in “Artsy Toddler”. This art event for toddlers with stories, songs and crafts meant
to develop fine motor skills.
• On 3 December, “Robots Remixed” was hosted by Alyson Murray. 14 participants visit the North
Orange Branch for a new spin on robot coding. Attendees tinkered with different robots, games and toys
to learn the basics of writing code.
• On 5 November, Ely Rodriguez hosted “Button Up” at North Orange. 11 participants joined us for
stories, crafts and activities all about buttons.
• On 6 December, “I Spy Winter” was hosted by Alyson Murray. 16 children explored a winter
wonderland through a story and hands-on activities to warm up their little fingers.
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On 6 December, “Wolf Lake Elementary Day” visited North Orange. 69 attendees and their families
enjoyed an evening full of fun and learning while exploring all of the events and resources OCLS has to
offer.
On 8 & 9 December, Lovell Elementary School visited North Orange. 135 First grade school children
visited North Orange and participate in various activities that meet Florida's Common Core
standards. The activities include Fairy Tale STEM, Fractured Fairy Tales, and Coding.
On 10 December, “PAWS to Read” Angel Therapy dogs and owners were at North Orange. 18 children
attended and read to our furry friends.
On 12 December, “Cuisine Corner: Soups and Sammies” visited North Orange. 14 participants learned
how to feed their family and guests a nutritious yet quick soup and sandwich.
On 13 November, “Peppermint Pals” was hosted by Alyson Murray. 42 participants joined us for
stories, crafts and activities inspired by sweet peppermint treats.
On 14 December, “Preschool Holiday Cookie Craze” was hosted by Aly Murray. 62 participants join us
at the library to frost and sprinkle cookies just in time for the holidays.
On 14 December, “Holiday Photo Shoot Event” was hosted by Emma Henderson and Maritza
Alicea. 50 participants join us at the library to take a holiday picture with family and friends!
On 17 December, “Cookies & Milk with a Cop and Story time” visited North Orange. 30 children and
parents meet our local police officers for cookies and milk!
On 17 December, “Wishing for Winter” was hosted by Deborah Aponte and Jolanta Wilson. 32
children and parents celebrated the season with cool activities and stories
On 19 December, “Holiday Movie Marathon” was hosted by Andrea Cates and Emma Henderson. 48
participants joined us for to watch classic holiday movies!
On 20 December, “What's in That Cave?” was hosted by Alyson Murray. 25 participants explored and
discovered what was in that cave through stories, songs and a craft!
On 23 December, “Nail Polish Party” was hosted by Jackie Zumaeta, and Alyson Murray. 16
participants discovered fun and creative ways to decorate their nails!
175 children and parents participated in North Orange’s “Wednesday Morning Story Times.”
166 children and caretakers participated in “POP-UP Kids Corner Crafts” during December. This
weekly event was presented by North Orange staff.

South Creek
• On 3 December staff member Jan Aikens presented the program “Feelings Faces” for preschoolers. 24
children and parents attended this event.
• Also on 3 December, staff member Brendan Kalish presented “Fantastic Beasts and How to Tame
Them.” 20 people enjoyed this event.
• On 4 December South Creek hosted a “Holiday Concert and Book Fair.” Reshard Ausserlechner,
Branch Librarian, and Carmen-Medina Bermudez, Customer Service Lead, organized the event. 145
attended.
• On 5 December our weekly Monday story time attracted a total of 95 people for the three age-based
story times.
• On 6 December our weekly Tuesday story time attracted a total of 98 people.
• On 7 December 37 people attended the weekly "Tertulia Cuatro Gatos, the Spanish Book Club." Maria
Mussi, Circulation Clerk, remains the liaison for the group.
• On 8 December, the "Music Club" held their "Holiday Gathering Celebration," with 85 in
attendance. Branch Librarian Reshard Ausserlechner hosts the group twice a month.
• On 12 December, Customer Service Tech Laura Lizardi presented “So Weird Science Experiments” to
35 children.
• On 14 December, "Tertulia Cuatro Gatos, the Spanish Book Club," brought in 49 participants.
• On 17 December, Circulation Clerk Jon Jacobs presented “Beauty and the Beast Movie and a Craft” to
32 children and their parents.
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On 18 December, Carmen Medina-Bermudez and Circulation Clerk Joannie Castro presented
“Gingerbread House and Cookie Decorations for the Holiday” with the help of a local chef. 42 people
attended this event and each took home a little gingerbread house for their family.
On 19 December, 103 people attended the Monday story times.
On 20 December Reshard Ausserlechner hosted a book signing presented by a local author. 24 people
attended.

South Trail
• On 1 December, Sharon Payton presented a program “Quick Appetizers for the Holidays” where she
showed 17 attendees simple appetizers they could whip up in a hurry during the holidays.
• On 7 December, Sarah Roy presented “Fairy Tale STEM: Red Needs a Zipline” to 17 participants.
• On 8 December, engineers from Disney spoke to 17 children about how they keep the waterparks clean
during the “There is no ‘Pee’ in Engineering” program. Afterwards the attendees made a filtration
system from a 2 liter bottle.
• On 10 December, “Holiday Showcase: Accordion Craze” entertained 90 people.
• On 13 December, “Lego WeDo Robotics” captivated 21 attendees.
• On 14 December, “Fairy Tale STEM: Pig Needs a New Home” had 15 participants.
• On 17 December, “The Next Frontier of Space” told 10 people about the future of space.
• On 20 December, “Lego WeDo Robotics” entertained 27 children.
• On 21 December, “Fairy Tale STEM: Rapunzel Needs a Pulley” had an attendance of 18.
• On 27 December, “K’Nex” had 11 participants building items.
Southeast
• On 5 December, the event “Healthy Holiday Meals” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 12 people
attended.
• On 17 December, the event “Holiday Cookie Decorating” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 30 people
attended.
• On 20 December, the event “Foster Grandparents” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 22 people
attended.
• On 23 December, the event “Cocoa and a Movie” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 23 people
attended.
• On 29 December, the event “Check it Out: Reading with Ringling” was hosted at Southeast, a total of
100 people attended.
• Most Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays for the month of December, “Speaking Clearly:
Pronunciation for Beginners” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 8 workshops were held with an average
of 34 attendees per class.
• Most Wednesdays and Thursdays for the month of December, “Speaking Clearly: Intermediate” was
hosted at Southeast, a total of 5 workshops were held with an average of 14 attendees per class.
• Most Saturdays for the month of December, “Citizenship Inspired” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 3
workshops were held with an average of 11 attendees per class.
• Most Thursdays for the month of December, “Cuatro Gatos” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 2
workshops were held with an average of 21 attendees per class.
Southwest
• On 3 December, the “Southwest Art Club” held an acrylic workshop where 16 attendees created
lighthouse inspired paintings.
• On 7 December, 15 patrons learned techniques to reduce stress at the “Tai Chi and Qigong” event.
• On 7 December, 10 students from the “Orlando Torah Academy” visited the library for a tour and to
learn about different services the library offers.
• On 8 December, the two weekly “Toddler Time” programs were presented for 75 participants.
• On 12 December, the “Peppermint Pals” program was attended by 66 patrons who made candy cane
inspired crafts.
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On 19 December, 103 patrons came to the “Cookie Decorating” event to decorate their own cookie with
frosting, sprinkles, and candy.
On 20 and 23 December, the “Holiday Film Frenzy” attracted 51 patrons who enjoyed watching
seasonal movies in the children’s area.
On 21 December, the Southwest Branch celebrated the first day of winter with 23 patrons at the “Winter
Welcome Party.”
On 27 December, 12 members of the “Southwest Book Club” celebrated their annual Joy of Reading
event to share favorite titles and learn about new books and authors.
On 30 December, Southwest staff held a “Noon Year’s Celebration” with crafts, games, and a balloon
drop finale for 82 attendees.
In December, Southwest staff presented three “Coding with Ozobots®” classes where 36 participants
learned the basics of coding and computer programming with the fun miniature robots.
During the month of December, 120 children participated in the “Check It Out: Reading with Ringling”
promotion.

Washington Park
• On Saturdays in December, our weekly series "Double Feature" was hosted at the Washington Park
Branch. Holiday themed family movies were accompanied by related activities and free popcorn.
Average of 13 in attendance per event (52 total).
• On the first two Mondays in December, "Get Ready for K" was hosted at the Washington Park Branch.
Preschoolers listened to songs and stories to help them begin learning the skills they will need to start
Kindergarten. 50 in attendance each event.
• On 13 December, "Affordable Care Act Information and Assistance" was hosted at the Washington Park
Branch. Special visitor Sylvia Burwell (U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services) accompanied
certified in-person assisters to spread the word and provide avenues for ACA enrollment. Kids on site
joined in with health and nutrition activities. 39 in attendance.
• On 16 December, "Christmas in the Community 2016" was held at Orlo Vista Park. This was a festival
style event featuring community partners and included fun activities for families. OCLS staff were on
site sharing information with attendees. 61 in attendance.
• On 17 December, "Gingerbread Houses" was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. This sweet and
tasty event empowered kids to put their building skills to use. Attendees assembled and decorated
houses. 13 in attendance.
• On 21 December, "Beauty & the Beast Movie and Craft" was hosted at the Washington Park Branch.
Children were our guests to view the classic movie and created enchanted crafts. 17 in attendance.
• On 28 December, "Cocoa and a Craft" was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Young designers
decorated and colored their very own cocoa cup. This activity was accompanied by a holiday themed
movie and hot cocoa with marshmallows. 15 in attendance.
West Oaks
• On 1 December, the genealogy event, “RootsMagic” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. 18 customers attended this special event presented by our partners from the Central
Florida Genealogical Society on the specialized genealogy research software, RootsMagic.
• On 1 December, the event, “Feelings Faces” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. 11 preschoolers and parents had a great time exploring feelings and emotions.
• On 6 December, the event, “Let it Snow” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. It doesn’t snow in Florida, but we prepared some winter activities to brighten the season for 25
attendees.
• On 6 December, West Oaks staff represented the Library at Ocoee Elementary Literacy
Night. Information on Library services and resources was shared with 52 students, parents, and
educators.
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On 8 December, the genealogy event, “Organizing Your Family History Research” was hosted at the
West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. 10 beginning and seasoned researchers joined us to
learn how to organize their genealogy documents, papers and artifacts in a systematic manner.
On 12 December, the event, “West Orange Homeschoolers Board Games” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. 22 parents and children participated playing educational board
games and learning about library resources
On 12 December, the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center’s Genealogy Specialist
presented the genealogy event, “DNA & Genealogy Lecture” at the Seminole County Library System’s
Casselberry Branch location. 25 enthusiastic attendees enjoyed learning about DNA in Genealogy
Research and were encouraged to come visit the Branch.
On 13 December, the event, “Citrus Elementary Gifted Class Tour” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. 12 students and teachers enjoyed a tour and study visit.
On 13 December, the event, “Holiday DIY Crafts” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. 13 crafty customers attended this holiday event and created handmade decorations,
ornaments, and simple gifts for the Holiday season.
On 15 December, the event, “Peppermint Pals” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. 10 preschoolers and parents joined us for stories, crafts, and activities inspired by
sweet peppermint treats…after all, they are red and white and sure smell nice!
On 20 December, the event, “Cookie Decorating” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. 48 eager customers attended this popular event enjoying frosting, sprinkles, candy,
and cookies! Attendees expressed their creativity by decorating a sugary treat and then enjoyed the best
part of all, eating it!
On 29 December, the event, “Measure It!” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center. 17 preschoolers and parents measured up by attending this interactive event and learned about
measuring common household items to answer questions such as, how many? How long? How heavy?
On 29 December 80, juvenile customers participated in our “Reading with Ringling” checkout contest.

Windermere
• On 10 December, 12 children and adults came to the library to read stories to therapy dogs during “Paws
to Read.”
• On 16 December, “Cookie Decorating” brought in 10 children and adults to get ready for the holidays
by decorating (and then eating) cookies.
• On 17 December, 348 children and 150 adults came out to the Windermere Branch for the “25th
Anniversary Celebration” to help celebrate our 25th anniversary with face painting, cake, prizes, arts and
crafts, and a visit from Chick-fil-A’s Baby Cow.
• On 19 December, 17 patrons came to the “Pinecone Ornament” event to paint and decorate a pinecone
to make a fun festive decoration for the holidays
• During the month Thursday Story time averaged 83 per day, while the Friday sessions averaged 40 per
day.
Winter Garden
• On 1 December, Teisha Bremner, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "Artsy Toddler," 30 toddlers and
their caregivers attended this creative art experience.
• On 2 December, Janette Ramos, Branch Customer Service Lead, participated in an outreach opportunity
at “Light Up Winter Garden Outreach.” She spoke to 325 people about the library’s services and events.
• On 6 December, Chand Persaud, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "I Spy Winter." The kindergarten
classes from Montessori of Winter Garden Charter School attended this program along with families
from the community for a total attendance of 58.
• On 6 December, Janette Ramos and Karen Sutherland, presented "Cookie Decorating" to 21 attendees
who had a blast decorating cookies with icing and sprinkles.
• On 7 December, the first of Winter Garden's weekly "Crafternoons" was held. The monthly attendance
for four events totaled 71 people.
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On 8 and 22 December, "Bubble Playtime" was presented by Teisha Bremner, Branch Circulation Clerk.
This month a total of 47 toddlers had fun while developing their motor skills in this interactive bubble
class.
On 8 December, Kyairla Davis, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "Cocoa and a Craft" to 18
participants.
On 12 December, a tour and storytime was provided to 123 students and teachers from “Dillard Street
Elementary School.” Joan McSween presented the storytime.
On 13 December, Nadine Nelson and Cynthia Ellapen, Branch Circulation Clerks, presented “Holiday
Calligraphy” to 19 adults who learned different types of calligraphy styles.
On 15 December, Teisha Bremner, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "SMART Start," a total of 25
people attended the two events this month.
On 17 December, Cynthia Ellapen, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented “Library Art Box.” A variety of
crafts were made by 21 children and their caregivers.
On 19 December, Joan McSween, Branch Librarian, presented "Peppermint Pals," to 30 children and
their caregivers.
On 20 December, Chand Persaud, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "My Hero, the Construction
Worker." The event had 19 participants.
On 20 December, Brandon Lower, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "Frosty Florida Crafts" to 17
attendees.
On 22 December, Kyairla Davis, Branch Circulation Clerk, presented "Holiday DIY Crafts " to 27
participants.
On 27 December, Joan McSween, Branch Librarian, hosted "Happy Noon Year!" The children and their
caregivers enjoy the New Year’s Eve themed event and 32 people participated.
Winter Garden had a total storytime attendance of 498 child and caregivers for December 2016.

January Events
Art on Display
Arts and Appetizers: A Look into the Mind of Nevets Killjoy
Edgewater Branch
January 12, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
Join Steven Lee Hall Jr., artist and star of the hit Discovery Channel show Naked and Afraid, for a night of
art and delicious Mediterranean appetizers. Attendees will also have the opportunity to learn from Mr. Hall
as they create their own work of art! Appetizers provided by Paramount Fine Foods.
Art 101: The Art of Architecture
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 19, 6:30 p.m.
Many think of architecture as a purely functional craft, however throughout history it has often doubled as an
art form. Humankind has long looked to beautify their living spaces by experimenting with unique forms and
decoration. Learn about art in architecture and commemorate urban architecture by creating your own work
of art inspired by a city skyline. Registration required.
Art 101: Mexican Talavera
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Wednesday, January 25, 6:30 p.m.
Mexican Talavera is a type of glazed pottery mostly commonly known for colorful, decorative tiles. Learn
about the fascinating history of this art form and create your own unique Talavera tile. Registration required.
Ages 15 and up.
Book Clubs
Southeast Book Club
Southeast Branch
Monday, January 9, 6:30 p.m.
Join the Southeast Book Club to discuss this month's book selection, The Boston Girl: A Novel by Anita
Diamant, a story about family ties and values, friendship and feminism told through the eyes of a young
Jewish woman growing up in Boston in the early twentieth century.

Central Florida Book Club
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, January 10, 10:15 a.m.–Noon
Join us on the second Tuesday of each month as we discuss a wide range of books. This month we will be
discussing My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout.
Alafaya Book Club
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 7 p.m.
Our January selection is The Heart Goes Last by Margaret Atwood. When married couple Stan and
Charmaine are suffering after an economic and social collapse, they turn to the Positron Project. There, in
exchange for a comfortable home and job, in alternating months the residents must function as inmates in the
Positron prison system.
Hiawassee Book Club
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, January 23, 6:30–8 p.m.
Come for coffee and conversation as we discuss Laura Hillenbrand's Unbroken—the true story of Louis
Zamperini, an Olympian and WWII hero who survived the crash of his bomber and endured two years of
imprisonment by the Japanese.
Southwest Book Club
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 7–8:45 p.m.
This month, the Southwest Book Club will discuss Flight of Dreams by Ariel Lawhon. Giving free rein to
countless theories of sabotage, charade and mishap, this historical fiction novel takes the reader on the
thrilling three-day transatlantic flight of the doomed Hindenburg through the voices and lives of its
passengers.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos/Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch miércoles, 11–25 de enero, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
jueves, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch martes, 10 de enero, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
jueves, 5 y 19 de enero, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch martes, 3 de enero, 6:30 p.m.
Ven y asiste a la sucursal más cercana a ti para que compartas y discutas poesías, literatura, arte o historia!
Todos son bienvenidos.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos/Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch Wednesdays, January 11–25, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch Tuesday, January 10, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursdays, January 5 and 19, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch Tuesday, January 3, 6:30 p.m.
Join this Spanish-language book club to discuss literature, art, music and more. All are welcome.
Children’s Hobbies
Science Tuesdays
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesdays, January 3–31, 6 p.m.
Join us to make, create and build with hands-on activities. Registration recommended. Ages 6–12.
Kids’ Corner Crafts
North Orange Branch Wednesdays, January 4–25, 11 a.m.
Kids can create a fun craft each week! Ages 3–5.

Drop In Chess
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, January 4, 2 p.m.
Drop in for a game of chess at the library on the first Wednesday of each month. Chess sets are available for
play and rule sheets are provided. All ages.
Crafternoons
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesdays, January 4–25, 3:30 p.m.
Stop by the library for an hour of crafting fun with friends. Registration recommended. Ages 6–12.
Afternoon Art
Edgewater Branch
Wednesdays, January 4 & 18, 4 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 3 p.m.
Join us for an art adventure! Learn about a different artist and artistic style each time and then create your
own masterpiece. Registration required. Ages 6–12.
Family Art Night
Alafaya Branch
Wednesdays, January 4–25, 6:30 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesdays, January 11–25, 6:30 p.m.
Explore art as a family with books and hands-on activities. In this four-week series, families will learn about
a different art style each night and then recreate the art. Recommended for families with children ages 5 and
up.
Artsy Toddler
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 5, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Fridays, January 6 & 20, 11 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, January 23, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, January 23, 10:30 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create! Young children will enjoy stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate
art experiences. Ages 1–3.
Painting Dots with Seurat
Chickasaw Branch Friday, January 6, 3 p.m.
Learn about famous artist, Georges Seurat, and create a work of art using his method of separating color into
individual dots. Ages 6–12.
The CREATE Space
Orlando Public Library
Fridays, January 6–27, 3 p.m.
What will you create today? Explore, experiment or be entertained. Ages 6–18.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Melted Snowman Bark
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 7, 11 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, January 22, 2 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, January 23, 5 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, January 25, 3:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Friday, January 27, 3 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, January 31, 5 p.m.
Learn and create a winter-inspired treat to celebrate the season and enjoy a sweet dessert. Registration
recommended. Ages 8–18.

DANCE Alafaya
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, January 7, Noon
Start the new year off right and get active with DANCE! In this class, you will learn basic dance techniques
and get to show off your new skills with a short choreographed routine! Please wear appropriate dance
clothes or something you can move in. Ages 8 and up.
Robots Remixed
North Orange Branch Saturday, January 7, 2 p.m.
Visit the North Orange Branch on the first Saturday of the month for a new spin on robot coding. Tinker with
different robots, games and toys on and off the screen to learn the basics of writing code. Ages 4–12.
Registration required.
Artbots
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 7, 2:30 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Friday, January 20, 3 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 4 p.m.
Create your own wiggling, scribbling, art-making robot from common materials. All supplies will be
provided. No previous robotics experience needed. Registration required. Ages 6–12.
Maker Mondays
Alafaya Branch
Mondays, January 9, 23 & 30, 4:30 p.m.
Maker spaces foster learning through hands-on tinkering and play. Discover the maker in you as we complete
challenges, STEM projects and experiments. Ages 8–15. Registration required.
Good Morning Yoga!
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Join us for an event that will engage children and their caregivers in the art of yoga. Please wear comfortable
clothing and bring a yoga mat or towel. No registration required. Ages 4–10.
Video Game Elements: Level Design
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, January 14, 3 p.m.
What makes a cool, challenging and interesting level? Learn the elements of level design by playing the
classic Super Mario Bros. game! Design and draw your own level to challenge even the greatest gamers.
Ages 8–14.
Storybook Yoga
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 21, 11 a.m.
Join us for an introduction to yoga with Maggie Mathwich. Learn poses inspired by your favorite picture
books. Ages 3–6. Registration required.
Learn to Waltz
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 21, 2:30 p.m.
A children’s introductory class to ballroom dancing and the waltz. Ages 6–12.
The Gift of Music
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 6:30 p.m.
Come learn about music theory in a fun and informative way! Hear music, participate in a music related
game and learn about one of the library’s music related databases. Ages 6–12.

Youth Events
Contests
Check It Out: Dino Invasion at Leu Gardens!
January 1–29
Check out five items with your library card at any Orange County Library System location, January 1–29,
and receive a voucher to admit one child for free with one paying adult for daytime garden admission. This
promotion is only for OCLS juvenile cardholders (0–17 years) with a regular, property owner, or fee card in
good standing. In-person check out only. While supplies last. Vouchers will not be mailed. Not valid for
previous checkouts, books by home delivery or e-book downloads. Vouchers are not valid for classes, tours
or special events at Leu Gardens. Redeem voucher at Leu Gardens by March 31, 2017.
Early Learning Events (Ages 0–5)
Sleepy Bear
Windermere Branch
Saturday, January 7, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, January 12, 10:15 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Tuesday, January 17, 10 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, January 17, 10:30 a.m.
Let’s have a fun-filled time learning about bear and his hibernating friends. Interact and explore animal
patterns as we snuggle into dreamland. Ages 2–4.
Chilly Critters
Southwest Branch
Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, January 11, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, January 12, 10 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 10:30 a.m.
Brrr! Who is brrrrrave enough to live in the cold? Discover chilly animal friends and their snowy homes with
fun crafts and activities. Ages 18 months to 3 years.
Wake Up, Bear!
Windermere Branch Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, January 25, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch Friday, January 27, 11 a.m.
Have fun with bears and caves as we explore hibernation with stories, songs, crafts and more! Ages 3–5.
Puffins Climb, Penguins Rhyme
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, January 13, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, January 18, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, January 19, 10:15 a.m.
Windermere Branch Monday, January 30, 10:30 a.m.
Waddle up to Iceland and back down to Antarctica. Warm up with cozy stories, chill activities and cool
crafts. Ages 3–5.
So You Want to Learn a New Language?
North Orange Branch
Tuesdays, January 3–31, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Wednesdays, January 11 & 25, 10:15 a.m.
Join us for a fun-filled language learning experience designed for your preschooler with hands-on activities,
songs, and interactive technology using the Little Pim Database powered by Mango Languages. Registration
required. Ages 3–5.

SMART Start
Orlando Public Library
Wednesdays, January 4 & 18, 10 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 19, 10:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Join us for hands-on early learning adventures observing science, math and art in a sensory-rich environment.
Dress for a mess. Ages 2–4. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Bubble Playtime
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, January 4, 10:15 a.m. & 10: 45 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 12, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, January 27, 10:30 a.m.
Help your child with their motor development skills in this interactive bubble class. Recommended for
toddlers and preschoolers. Limited space available.
Fairytale Adventures
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 7, 11 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, January 10, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, January 12, 2 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Saturday, January 21, 11 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, January 27, 11 a.m.
Explore the magical and imaginary world of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Little Pigs and Little
Red Riding Hood through bilingual stories, songs and activities! Ages 3–5.
Book Character Classics
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 7, 11 a.m.
South Trail Branch Thursday, January 12, 10:15 a.m.
Help us bring to life our favorite children’s book characters with stories, games and crafts! Ages 3–5.
Get Ready for K
Chickasaw Branch Mondays, January 9, 23, 30 & February 6–20, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Tuesdays, January 10 – February 14, 10:15 a.m.
Preschoolers will hear songs and stories to help them begin learning the skills that they will need to start
kindergarten. The series of six events will introduce reading, math, basic concepts, basic skills, health and
safety and art. Ages 3–5. Registration is required. Call 407.835.7323 to register.
Chinese Tales
Eatonville Branch
Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Friday, January 13, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, January 26, 2 p.m.
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 28, 11 a.m.
Enjoy animal fables, crafts and activities at this library celebration of Chinese tales. Ages 3–5.
Literacy & Locomotion
Orlando Public Library
Wednesdays, January 11 & 25, 10 a.m.
Help your child learn by playing as we weave early literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs,
rhythm and dance. Ages 0–3. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Tea Party
Edgewater Branch
Friday, January 13, 10:15 a.m.
Join us for a great tea party full of fun, stories and games. Ages 3–5.

Toddler Spill & Fill
North Orange Branch
Friday, January 13, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 21, 11:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 21, 2:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, January 22, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, January 30, 10:30 a.m.
Fill, spill, scoop and pour with your toddler at this event full of funnels, cups, a little mess and more! Ages
18 months to 3 years. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Baby Bash
Southwest Branch
Friday, January 13, 11:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, January 30, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your baby to our fun series where we will sing, play and work on developing motor skills. Ages 0–2.
Wishing for Winter
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 14, 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate the season with cool activities. Ages 3–5.
Monsters Read, Too!
Edgewater Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 10:15 a.m.
Did you know that monsters love to read? Join us for not-so-scary stories and crafts featuring our favorite
monsters. Ages 3–5.
Toddler Peekaboo
Orlando Public Library
Friday, January 20, 11:30 a.m.
Fun surprises await toddlers with stories and activities inspired by our favorite game, peekaboo! Ages 18
months to 3 years. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Parachute Play
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 26, 10:30 a.m.
Join us with your toddlers for a special parachute playtime. Enjoy rhymes, songs and tons of parachute fun.
Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 18 months to 3 years.
Sunshine Storytime
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 28, 11 a.m.
Join us for a welcoming storytime with songs, stories and interactive play. This storytime is designed for
children who prefer small group activities or have sensory, social or developmental challenges. Ages 3–8.
Registration required.
Sunshine Playtime
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 28, 11:30 a.m.
Come play with us. Children of all abilities will have the opportunity to form friendships, develop an
appreciation for individual differences and learn through role-playing, problem solving, imagination and
exploration. This program is intended for children who prefer small group activities or have sensory, social
or developmental challenges. Ages 3–8.
Children’s Events (Ages 6–12)
A Frozen Sing-Along
Herndon Branch
Tuesday, January 3, 3:30 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Thursday, January 19, 6 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, January 21, 2:30 p.m.
Warm up your voices and experience Disney’s Frozen, the Sing-Along Edition, for the first time in forever!
Ages 6–12.

A Very Merry Unbirthday!
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, January 3, 5 p.m.
Take a trip to Wonderland and celebrate your “unbirthday” with whimsical crafts and a showing of the
classic Disney hit, Alice in Wonderland. Ages 6–12.
Brain Fit for Kids
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, January 4, 3:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch Wednesday, January 18, 3:30 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, January 31, 3 p.m.
Exercise your mind! Strengthen your mental skills with crafts, games and activities. Ages 6–12.
I Have a Dream
Windermere Branch
Thursday, January 5, 3:30 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, January 9, 5 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, January 11, 3:30 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Thursday, January 12, 4:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 14, 2 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, January 17, 3 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, January 17, 5 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate the life and dream of Martin Luther King Jr., by making crafts inspired by your own dreams and
the importance of peace and togetherness. Ages 6–12.
Southwest Homeschool Club: New Year’s Around the World
Southwest Branch
Monday, January 9, 1 p.m.
Join us as we explore different new year traditions celebrated around the world! We'll learn about the history
of new years and discover the unique ways other cultures celebrate. Ages 6–12.
Superhero Science
Chickasaw Branch Monday, January 9, 5:30 p.m.
There is more to superheroes than what meets the eye. Explore the science behind their powers through
hands-on activities that will transform your mind! Ages 6–12.
You Are What You Eat
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, January 10, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 10:30 a.m.
Body builders, bug busters, energy boosters…food is amazing stuff. It tastes good and is fun to play with but,
best of all, it keeps your body going. Get the scoop on the foods you eat, from the disgusting facts to healthy
benefits. Ages 6–12.
Cookies & Milk with a Cop
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 21, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your kids to meet our local police officers for cookies and milk! This will be a great time to interact
with officers in a fun and informative environment. Sponsored by the Winter Garden Police Department and
the Orlando Police Department. Ages 6–12.
Discovering the Deep Sea
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, January 14, 2:30 p.m.
What is all the commotion in the ocean? From strange creatures to underwater mountains, discover amazing
facts about the deep sea with stories and crafts. Ages 6–12.

Optical Illusions
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 14, 2:30 p.m.
Create fun and bizarre crafts based on classic optical illusions that will play tricks on your eyes and mind.
Ages 6–12.
Topsy Turvy Day
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 21, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, January 25, 3:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, January 26, 3:30 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, January 30, 5 p.m.
Nothing is as it seems on Topsy Turvy Day. Join us for mixed-up stories, opposite games and backwards fun.
Ages 6–12.
Super Science
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, January 21, 11:30 a.m.
Are you someone who likes to see things crash, bubble, spark and fly? If so, then Super Science at the
Alafaya Branch Library is the place to be! Each month we will conduct awesome new experiments and learn
about chemistry, physics, earth science and more. Ages 8–13.
Homeschool Field Trip: Einstein
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 2 p.m.
Albert Einstein was one of the most influential physicists of the 20th century. Explore his life and
accomplishments through hands-on activities. Ages 8–15. Registration Required.
China and the Celebration of Invention
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, January 24, 5 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Friday, January 27, 3:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 28, 2 p.m.
From Kung Fu to kites, come celebrate the inventions of Ancient China! Take a trip with us through
activities and crafts! Ages 6–12.
Brain Fit for Kids
Washington Park Branch
Thursday, January 26, 5 p.m.
Exercise your mind! Strengthen your mental skills with crafts, games and activities. Ages 6–12.
Hip Hats
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 28, 11 a.m.
Hip, hat, hooray! Celebrate the things that go on your head with crafts and stories all about hats. Ages 6–12.
Reactory Factory Saves the Planet
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, January 28, 2 p.m.
Join Dr. Reacto and DJ Dan as they use their science lab to save the planet! Ages 6–12. Seating is limited.
Registration recommended.
Crazy 8s Math Club
North Orange Branch Saturday, January 28, 2 p.m.
Join Bedtime Math’s Crazy 8’s, where you’ll build, run and jump, make music and a mess. It’s a totally new
kind of math club! Ages 6–12. Registration recommended.
Year of the Rooster
South Creek Branch Saturday, January 28, 2:30 p.m.
Let’s celebrate the Chinese New Year with stories, crafts and fun! Ages 6–12.

Angel Paws to Read
Sign up to practice your reading skills by reading aloud to a lovable, furry listener. Be An Angel Therapy
Dogs Ministry presents this reading program for children with certified therapy dogs. Meet these pups at
multiple locations. Visit ocls.info/paws for dates, times and locations.
Citizenship & Language Learning
Citizenship
Citizenship Inspired
Alafaya Branch
Tuesdays, January 3–24, 5:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch Saturdays, January 7–28, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch Saturdays, January 21 & 28, 12:30 p.m.
South Trail Branch Saturdays, January 14–28, 12:30 p.m.
During this series, students will meet each week to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test and
Interview. To be eligible for U.S. Naturalization, you must be able to read, write and speak basic English.
This series is for adult learners and is free to Orange County district resident cardholders, fee cardholders and
Orange County Property Owner cardholders. Registration is required. Register online at ocls.info or call
407.835.7323.
Language Learning
Did you know you can take free language learning classes at the library? Attend an ESOL workshop or
practice learning a new language at one of our Open Language Labs. To view dates, locations and times,
please visit ocls.info/events, explore online learning opportunities at ocls.info/language or view our learning
English workshops at ocls.info/ESOL.
OPEN LANGUAGE LAB
Explore and learn English (ESOL) or another language of your choice via computer based learning in an
open language lab. Choose from ELLIS, Mango Language or Rocket Language to improve your English,
learn French or other languages offered.
Practice Makes Perfect
Various Locations
Beginning Monday, January 9
Join us each week as an Adult Literacy League Certified instructor helps you build your confidence. This
program is presented through partnerships between the Orange County Library System and the Adult
Literacy League Inc.
Speaking Clearly: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Southeast Branch
ESOL series focusing on listening comprehension, pronunciation and spoken English.
Writing Clearly: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Southeast Branch
ESOL series focusing on grammar and written English.
English from Zero
Southeast Branch, Chickasaw Branch and Hiawassee Branch
ESOL workshops vocabulary and basic grammar for English Learners with no English language skills.
English Conversation Hour
Southeast Branch
Practice your English speaking skills and chat with us.

Soy Culto y Soy Bilingue
Southeast Branch
Six week English language workshops for intermediate to advanced speakers. The workshops focus on
building practical English that you can use every day. Classes meet once a week for six weeks. Facilitated by
University of Central Florida School of Teaching, Learning, and Leadership.
Improve Your English Reading Workshop
Southwest Branch
Wednesdays, January 4–25, Noon–2 p.m.
Improve your English conversational skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension by reading a
book. Enjoy learning and meeting new people in a supportive environment. This event is presented through a
partnership between the Orange County Library System and the Adult Literacy League. Walk-ins welcome.
For more information, call 407.422.1540
Introduction to American Sign Language
Alafaya Branch
Thursdays, January 12 – February 2, 7 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Mondays, January 23 – February 13, 7 p.m.
Join us for role playing and games designed to teach basic American Sign Language! During this four-week
course, instructors will cover the manual alphabet, numbers, making introductions and more. Presented by
ASL Services Inc. Space is limited. Registration is required. Ages 12 and up. Attendees must be able to
participate in all four classes.
Advanced American Sign Language
North Orange Branch Thursdays, January 5–26, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Fridays, January 6–27, 11 a.m.
Join us for role playing and games designed to teach advanced American Sign Language! Must have prior
knowledge of the sign language alphabet and numbers. Presented by ASL Services Inc. Space is limited.
Registration is required. Ages 12 and up. Attendees must be able to participate in all four classes.
Experiencing Italy: An Introduction to Italian Conversation and Culture
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room
Tuesday, January 10, 5 p.m.
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Tuesdays, January 17–31, 5 p.m.
Professor and Italian native, Donatella Marcovigi of i-italianizeyou.com will teach the basics of Italian
conversation such as greetings, grammatical rules and fun, interesting tips about the culture and travels that
only a true native would know. Get a chance to practice with fellow students.
Cuisine Corner
Fruits and Vegetables: Half Your Plate
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, January 10, 3:30 p.m.
Learn the importance of eating a variety fruits and vegetables and the benefits of including a variety in your
diet. Space is limited. Registration required.
Basic Cooking Skills Series
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Wednesdays, January 11– 25, 6:15 p.m.
Each week, local chef Farah Davids, will show you how to conquer basic cooking skills from boiling an egg
to poaching an egg, blanching and cooking veggies to boiling rice and getting pasta al dente. Registration
required.
Lighten Up
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Thursday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.
With a few simple swaps, you can easily make your favorite comfort foods lighter. Library staff will show
you how to make your dishes more nutritious without sacrificing an ounce of flavor. Registration required.

Unique and Healthy Meals and Snacks
South Trail Branch Monday, January 30, 11 a.m.
Start the year off with healthy eating habits. Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking Bread
with Mira, will present how to create delicious snacks and meals that are easy to make and good for you. For
more information about Breaking Bread with Mira, visit bbwmira.com. Space is limited. Registration
required.
Cuisine Corner Junior is a brand new series of culinary classes just for kids, tweens and teens. In these
classes, library staff will show you how to make—and eat—fun holiday themed treats.
Genealogy
NGSQ Study Group
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, January 11, 6:30 p.m.
Interested in furthering your genealogical research skills? Then the NGSQ Study Group is for you! The
conversation will focus on research techniques presented in article as well as logic patterns that were used to
find a solution to the genealogical problem. The NGSQ is available in the library's collection at the West
Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. January's article will be Elizabeth Shown Mills, "Frontier
Research Strategies—Weaving a Web to Snare a Birth Family: John Watts (ca. 1749–ca.1822)," National
Genealogical Society Quarterly 104 (September 2016): 165–190.
Genealogy Research Question Workshop
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, January 21, 2 p.m.
Sharpen your genealogy skills and learn about resources by sharing your research questions. Genealogy
researchers, whether beginning or advanced, are invited to submit one specific research question in advance.
Participate in our group discussion workshop sharing information on genealogy resources, research and
methodology to start finding answers. Genealogy Center staff will lead the discussion, and can help direct
you to possible answers, resources, types of records, databases and websites. Registration is required.
Getting the Most Out of FamilySearch
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, January 25, 6:30 p.m.
FamilySearch is a tremendous and free source for family history research. Learn how to navigate this website
and how to make the most of the information that it contains.
Researching Your Revolutionary War Patriot
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, January 28, 10:30 a.m.
Have you ever wondered if a Revolutionary War patriot ancestor could be hidden in your family tree?
Perhaps you are eligible to join the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and you don't even realize
it. If you would like to find out, this workshop is for you! Presented by the Orlando Chapter NSDAR.
Hobbies
Caring for Backyard Chickens
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, January 7, 3 p.m.
Having a small backyard flock of chickens is a growing trend in metro areas. Getting started with your own
backyard chicken coop can be daunting, but the end result is rewarding. Pet Care Professional Laura Helseth
will share her experience, tips and answer your questions.
Orlando Public Library Pokémon League
Orlando Public Library, Palm Room Sundays, January 8 and 22, 3 p.m.
Calling all trainers! Join the official Orlando Public Library Pokémon League. Battle for fun or for glory
with the Pokémon Trading Card Game, Pokémon video games and even Pokkén Tournament. Earn cool
prizes, meet other trainers and have fun. Trainers of all ages and skill levels welcome.

Plan(ner) Your Life
Orlando Public Library, Palm Room Monday, January 9, 6:30 p.m.
Get started with your first paper planner. Library staff will provide quick tips and organizational ideas. Stick
around for the sticker swap at the end of the presentation. Attendees are encouraged to bring their 2017
planner and planner materials for a fun session with fellow planner addicts.
Introduction to Latin Dance
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, January 11, 6:30 p.m.
Learn basic Latin dance steps with Ed Soto. From Salsa to the Cha Cha, Soto will show you fun dance steps
that will get you moving.
Yoga for All
Windermere Branch Thursday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.
Yoga studios and gym classes may sometimes be intimidating, but Yoga for All with Orlando City Yoga
provides a community-based, non-competitive environment to explore, learn and have fun! Flexibility not
required. Attendees are encouraged to dress in comfortable clothing and bring your yoga mat.
Get Organized
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Jane Cole, CPO of Happy Home Organizing Solutions, shares steps to tackle your organizing projects and
reduce the clutter, chaos, and stress in your life.
The Art of Henna
South Creek Branch Monday, January 23, 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we explore the ancient art of henna with local henna artist, Tejal Patel. For adults 18 and over
only. Seats are limited. To register visit ocls.info or call 407.835.7323.
National Puzzle Day
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sunday, January 29, 3–5 p.m.
Studies have shown that when we work on a jigsaw puzzle we use both sides of the brain. Spending time
working on puzzles improves memory, cognitive function and problem solving skills. Join us for National
Puzzle Day and put together a jigsaw puzzle with library staff and patrons.
Getting Started in Coin Collecting
Herndon Branch
Monday, January 30, 6:30 p.m.
Collecting coins is a lot of fun and can be profitable, too. Join a representative from the Central Florida Coin
Club as they assist you with starting your first coin collection.
Library Events
Affordable Care Act Information and Assistance
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, January 3, 4–8 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, January 7, 1–4:30 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Tuesday, January 10, 4–8 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 2–6 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, January 19, 2–6 p.m.
South Trail Branch Monday, January 23, 2–6 p.m.
Certified In-Person Assisters will answer your questions regarding the Affordable Care Act and assist with
enrolling in the Health Insurance Marketplace. The Open Enrollment Period for 2017 will end January 31,
2017.

Minimalist Meetup
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, January 4, 6:30 p.m.
Meet local people inspired by The Minimalists, Joshua Fields Millburn and Ryan Nicodemus, and take part
in a lively discussion.
Movies to Kick Start Your 2017
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Fridays, January 6–27, 11 a.m.
Start the new year off right with these uplifting and encouraging movies.
January 6: The Pursuit of Happyness
January 13: Invictus
January 20: The Blind Side
January 27: Patch Adams
Best Science Fiction & Fantasy Books of 2016
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sunday, January 8, 1:30 p.m.
What were the standout science fiction & fantasy books of 2016? Join the Orlando Area Science Fiction
Society (OASFiS) for their monthly meeting and a discussion of 2016’s best books. OASFiS is a fan-run,
not-for-profit corporation whose goal is the promotion of Science Fiction in all its forms.
Homegrown Business Fair
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, January 8, 2 p.m.
Join us for Alafaya's Homegrown Business Fair, where work-from-home business owners will show off their
company and products.
CareerSource Central Florida Presents: Job Search Assistance
Orlando Public Library
Monday, January 9, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, January 9, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, January 23, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Work with a CareerSource Central Florida professional and learn how to connect with employment
opportunities, take advantage of free career counseling, skill development, workshops and more.
Gaining Financial Control of Your Divorce
Herndon Branch
Monday, January 9, 6:30 p.m.
It is crucial you get the right information to successfully navigate your finances both pre and post-divorce.
Before making any financial decisions regarding your divorce, become aware of potential pitfalls and learn
the smart questions you should be asking.
Financial Workshops Presented by Florida CONSUMER
South Creek Branch Tuesdays, Beginning January 10, 6:30 p.m.
CONSUMER is a private, nonprofit organization dedicated to providing outstanding education and financial
counseling services to consumers. Visit consumerpr.org for more information.
January 10: The Importance of Budgeting in Uncertain Times
January 17: The Differences Between Savings and Investing
January 24: Student Loans: Types/ Alternatives and Repayment Options
January 31: The Truth About Credit Repair and How To Increase Your Score
Affordable Care Act Assistance
Alafaya Branch
Wednesdays, January 11 & 25, 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Don’t miss the 2017 Open Enrollment, when you can enroll in a health insurance plan. Affordable Care Act
Navigators will be providing Enrollment Appointments. The Open Enrollment Period for 2017 ends January
31, 2017.

Healthy Living for Seniors
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, January 11, 10:30 a.m.
In this seminar, experts will discuss what older adults need to know about healthy living in order to maintain
health and thrive. Part of the Smarter Senior Seminar Series sponsored by Mike Flahaven, SRP, EPRO,
Certified Senior Housing Professional/Keller Williams Realty. Light refreshments will be served.
Registration required.
Stress Buster Coloring Hour
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, January 11, 10:30 a.m.
Life got you stressed? Unwind at the Library. Turn off your phone, unplug your computer and join us for an
hour of stress busting coloring for adults. All supplies provided. Ages 18 and up. Some supplies provided by
Community School of the Arts program sponsored by Women in the Arts Inc. in partnership with the Orange
County Library System.
Introduction to Essential Oils
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Have you heard all those discussions on essential oils & wondered what it was all about? Come learn the
basics of essential oils for health, cleaning, regulating moods and more in this beginner's class. Handouts will
be provided. Registration required.
How to Buy a Used Car
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, January 14, 2 p.m.
Before considering the purchase of a used car, there are some general questions to consider and issues to
keep in mind. Don’t let a dealership take advantage of your lack of knowledge. Derwin Smalls of Enterprise
Car Sales will show you how to save time and money to locate, price and negotiate the used car you want.
Legend Tripping in Florida
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, January 14, 2 p.m.
Join us as a team of paranormal research investigators from TnT Paranormal Investigators takes you through
a virtual tour of some of the most haunted locations in Florida including haunted gems in Central Florida.
Digital Downloading with Overdrive
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, January 14–28, 2 p.m.
Learn how to check out e-books and audiobooks to your tablet, phone or other electronic device with this
informative Book a PRO session. Attendees must have their own device and be able to access the library's
Wi-Fi. Due to the nature of this program each 30 minute session will be limited to 2 attendees. This event
will be running on Jan 14, 21, 28 with one session at 2:00 pm and one at 2:30 pm each day.
Human Trafficking Awareness
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, January 17, 6:30 p.m.
In observance of Human Trafficking Awareness Month, join us for an informative film and discuss ways we
can keep our community safe from human trafficking. We will demonstrate how children become victims of
this silent crime, methods used to recruit and keep children trapped in the sex trade.
Learn the FUNdamentals of Improv
Orlando Public Library
Wednesdays, Beginning January 18, 6 p.m.
Whether you are new to improv or have some previous performance experience, this eight-week class is
about having fun while learning some of the essential skills of improv. Ages 16 and up. To register, call
407.835.7323

Chinese New Year Celebration: Year of the Rooster
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, January 21, 11 a.m.
Come celebrate the Chinese New Year and enjoy a few Chinese traditions with a Dragon Dance, folk dances,
a musical performance and a demonstration of Chinese calligraphy. Presented by the Chinese School of
CAACF Inc.
Detox, Cleanse & Restore with Essential Oils
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, January 26, 6:30–8 p.m.
Take part in a discussion on the importance of cleansing and detoxifying our bodies for optimum health and
vitality. A systematic plan for feeling and living better will be included in this presentation. Handouts will be
provided to those who register in advance.
The Basics of Training: How To Avoid Or Recover From Common Pitfalls In Training Your Dog
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 26, 6:30 p.m.
In this presentation, Todd Campbell, owner of South Orlando Dog Training, will educate you on the new
reward based training methods that will make your furry friend love to be with you and obey you. A welltrained dog is a joy to be with and training is easier than you think. Pets are not permitted to attend.
Creative Coloring for Adults
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, January 28, 3 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, January 30, 7 p.m.
Have you heard about the latest craze? Adults are coloring again! Coloring is a great way to relax and
unwind while channeling your inner child. Join us for a fun time of creating and coloring. All supplies will
be provided, but feel free to bring your favorite colored pencils or markers. Ages 18 and up.
Volunteer Fair
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, January 29, 2–4 p.m.
Curious about what year-round volunteering opportunities there are in the Central Florida area? Visit your
local library to talk with various organizations that offer volunteer services to the community. Attendees can
meet with representatives from A Gift For Teaching, Adult Literacy League Inc., Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Orlando, Peace Corps, Pet Alliance Orlando, Orlando Cares and Orlando VAMC
Hobbying with the Melrose Center
Makerspace Open Lab
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Thursday, January 19, 3:30 p.m.
Are you looking for a space and tools to build your maker project? You bring your materials and project,
we’ll supply the equipment and tools! Come to our Makerspace Open Lab for help with circuits, soldering,
3D design, woodworking or programming. A specialized instructor will be available to assist you. All tools
are available on a first come, first serve basis and use of the equipment requires basic proficiency and
adherence to safety standards.
Crafting with Electronics
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Sunday, January 8, 3 p.m.
Have you ever wanted to introduce electronics to your craft projects? Explore the possibilities in our Fab
Lab, with this hands-on introduction to making. Create a simple 20-minute project that you can take home,
while learning some of the basics of electronics and maker tools. A $2 materials fee does apply.
Sound Booth Fundamentals
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Monday, January 9, 11 a.m.
Interested in starting your own podcast? Record it right the first time! This class will help you use the
acoustically treated Sound Booths and equipment to your advantage. Explore the use of spacial acoustics,
microphones and preamps to create great recordings.

Melrose Creative Expo is coming!
We’ll be celebrating the third anniversary of the Melrose Center on Saturday, February 11, 1–4 p.m. Join us
as for studio demonstrations, live music and much more! We’ll also be announcing the winners of the
Melrose Awards, honoring the top projects created in the Melrose Center over the past year.
Exploring Electronic Music Production & Performance with DiViNCi
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Wednesday, January 11, 5:30 p.m.
Take a dive into the world of beat machines, electronic music production and performance with special guest
speaker, DiViNCi of legendary hip-hop group Solillaquists of Sound. DiViNCi will discuss and demonstrate
what has helped him on his journey from being a small-town bedroom producer to touring the world
performing and working with artists such as Ms. Lauryn Hill. We will also open a Q&A on working with
MIDI controllers, samplers and live production tools both on stage and in the studio.
The Voice of Melrose Open Mic
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Thursday, January 26, 6 p.m.
Are you an independent artist looking for an outlet for your music or spoken work performance? Do you
want to connect with other performers in the burgeoning Orlando artist community? Join us for The Voice of
Melrose Open Mic. We seek to provide a venue for the community and foster collaboration amongst artists.
Singers, poets, comedians and performers in general are encouraged to participate. This is Orlando’s voice in
the heart of Downtown.
Mind Your Business
Develop the skills to take your business to the next level! Whether it is learning the steps to start your first
business or creating a Facebook Business page, OCLS can help.
QuickBooks
Learn how to use QuickBooks to organize your business or personal finances.
Facebook: Create and Manage Your Business Page
Create a Facebook page for your business to engage with customers and promote your products and services.
Get tips and tricks to help you get the most out of your page!
Logo Design and Development
Learn the basics of graphic design and build your business logo.
U.S. Small Business Administration and Operation Hope Presents: How to Start a Small Business
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, January 19, 5:30–7:45 p.m.
If you are interested in starting a small business but do not know where to start, meet with a representative
from the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) who will answer your questions and concerns during
this workshop. SBA helps people start, build and grow their businesses. Operation Hope will share
information on financial literacy and the resources they have available to establish and rebuild your credit
profile. SCORE, one of the SBA’s resource partners, provides mentoring, counseling and training for the
agency. Registration recommended.
Music in the Library
Hungrytown
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, January 7, 2 p.m.
Hungrytown is the musical and married duo of Rebecca Hall and Ken Anderson. They have released two
highly acclaimed CDs, Hungrytown (2008) and Any Forgotten Thing (2011), and have toured throughout the
U.S., Canada, Europe and New Zealand. Their latest CD, Further West, was released in 2015.

Shannon Rae
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, January 21, 11 a.m.
Seasoned vocalist Shannon Rae will perform adored classics from our past. Hear songs every generation will
enjoy. Shannon’s repertoire spans multiple genres and decades.
Shaun David Williams Acoustic
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, January 22, 2 p.m.
Every acoustic performance from Shaun Williams delivers a fun and unique blend of popular cover music
and original acoustic songs that everyone is sure to enjoy. Part of the Orlando music scene for over 20 years,
Shaun always combines his music with a wonderful display of virtuosity and showmanship that leaves a
lasting impression so positive you’ll want to see him again and again!
Naming the Twins
Chickasaw Branch Tuesday, January 24, 6:30 p.m.
Hear Canadian acoustic duo Naming the Twins live. Naming the Twins is the harmonizing guy-gal duo of
Robbie Smith and Kathleen. Complimented for transporting their listeners back to the heyday of folk music,
their original songs are a blend of Americana & Canadiana styles.
Next Chapter
Kidney Smart
North Orange Branch Monday, January 9, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Certified educators with Kidney Smart will teach you how your kidneys function, how medications, diet and
nutrition work together to help keep you healthy and how to manage other related conditions, including
diabetes and hypertension.
Story Time for Grownups!
Washington Park Branch
Mondays, January 9 & 23, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesdays, January 10 & 24, 2 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Thursdays, January 12 & 26, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, January 25, 10:30–11:30 a.m.
Why should kids have all the fun? Come to the library and enjoy a story or activity as our talented library
Storytellers entertain ages 18 and up!
Introduction to Pilates for Seniors
Southeast Branch
Tuesdays, January 10 and 24, 2 p.m.
Exercise your way to fitness in this introduction to Pilates class. You will learn simple moves that will work
your muscles, help alignment and encourage flexibility. Comfortable exercise or loose fitting clothing
required, yoga mats encouraged. Registration recommended.
Top 10 Tips for Aging Successfully
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, January 19, 12:10 p.m.
Gain an understanding of the health risks from aging and common chronic illnesses as well as the benefits of
creating a personal health care team to help you identify areas for improving your personal health and
wellness routines. This seminar is part of the LIFE Information for Elders series presented by Orange
County’s Commission on Aging. Call 407.836.7446 or email officeonaging@ocfl.net to register. A small
lunch is provided to the first 50 people to RSVP.
Laughter Lab’s Senior Chair Fitness
North Orange Branch Thursday, January 26, 2 p.m.
This fun chair fitness routine consists of deep breathing, gentle stretching, calisthenics and isometrics while
listening to music from all of your favorite decades! Attendees are encouraged to dress in comfortable
clothing.

Sunshine State Author: Sharon M. Draper
Author Event: Sharon M. Draper
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, January 26, 6 p.m.
Sharon M. Draper will read from and discuss Out of My Mind, the Sunshine State Young Readers Award
winner for 2011 for both elementary and middle grades. On the New York Times bestseller list for two years,
Out of My Mind is the story of brilliant and witty 10-year old Melody Brooks who can't speak or walk due to
severe cerebral palsy. Draper has won numerous awards for her children's and teen fiction; she is a five-time
winner of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards, has been the National Teacher of the Year and received the
Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime literary achievement from the American Library Association.
Draper's latest book is Stella by Starlight. Registration recommended.
Teen Writer's Workshop with Sharon M. Draper
Edgewater Branch
Friday, January 27, 3 p.m.
Award-winning writer Sharon M. Draper will lead a writer's workshop for teens. Draper is the author of Out
of My Mind, the Sunshine State Young Readers Award winner for 2011 for middle grades; Tears of a Tiger,
an ALA Best Book for Young Adults; Romiette and Julio, listed by the New York Public Library as a best
Book for the Teen Age; Copper Sun, named one of the Top Ten Historical Fiction Books for Youth, and
numerous other books for teens. Ages 11–18. Registration required.
OCLS Features Sharon M. Draper at the Zora Neale Hurston™ Festival of the Arts and Humanities
(ZORA!™ Festival)
Eatonville Branch, ZORA!™ Stage Saturday, January 28, 11 a.m.
The Orange County Library System brings author Sharon M. Draper to the ZORA!™ Festival stage to read
from and discuss her book Stella by Starlight. Draper is a five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Book
Award and the New York Times best-selling author of Out of My Mind. Admission to the ZORA!™ Festival
is $20 for adults and free for children. The event takes place on the outdoor ZORA!™ Festival stage behind
the Eatonville Branch with a book signing to follow at the Eatonville Branch.
Technology Highlights
Maker Mondays
Alafaya Branch
Mondays, January 9–30, 4:30 p.m.
Start your maker journey at the Alafaya Branch with hands-on tinkering and play. Discover your inner
creativity as you complete challenges, STEM projects and experiments. Ages 8–15.
New Year, New Hobby!
Looking to get creative? Check out the Fiber Arts offerings at a branch near you to explore how you can
learn something new!
Knit It Level 1: The Knit Stitch
Orlando Public Library
January 6, 10 a.m.; January 20, 10 a.m.; January 25, 3:30 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 7, 10 a.m.
Start knitting today! Create a unique bookmark in your choice of color. Learn casting on, the knit stitch and
binding off. No experience necessary.
Knit It Level 2: Increases and Decreases
Orlando Public Library
January 4, 3:30 p.m.; January 8, 2 p.m.; January 13 & 27, 10 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 14, 10 a.m.
Increase your knitting skills. Use increases and decreases to add a delicate edge to your work. Learn yarn
overs, the knit-two-together stitch and pattern reading to create work on the bias.

Knit It Level 3: The Purl Stitch
Orlando Public Library
January 9, 10 a.m.; January 11, 3:30 p.m.; January 22, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 21, 10 a.m.
Purl it all together. Create flat fabrics with the stockinette stitch. Learn the purl stitch and working sides to
create this classic fabric.
Knit It Level 4: The Rib Stitch
Orlando Public Library
January 18, 3:30 p.m.; January 23, 10 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, January 28, 10 a.m.
Can you take a ribbing? Create a ribbed coaster in your favorite colors. Learn the rib stitch to create two by
two ribbing and how to block a finished project.
Knitting and Crochet Nook
South Creek Branch Thursdays, January 5–26, 2 p.m.
Join us for our weekly knitting and crochet club. All ages and levels are welcome. Please bring your own
yarn and needles.
Knit It: Open Lab
Orlando Public Library
Wednesdays, January 4–25, 5:45 p.m.
Stuck on a project or skill you learned in class? Let our experienced instructors answer your questions.
Featured Classes
Update Your Skills with Microsoft Office 2016
What’s new in Microsoft Office 2016? Brush up on your skills and become familiar with the new features in
these productivity classes at a branch near you.
Microsoft Excel 2016: Levels 1–4
Become a number-crunching master! Input, format and save data in spreadsheets, calculate data with basic
formulas and format your workbooks with ease.
Microsoft Word 2016: Levels 1–4
Create polished and professional documents. Navigate the interface and apply basic word-processing
techniques to create a formatted letter. Learn how to insert and customize SmartArt graphics, tables, charts
and video. Organize information in your documents. Insert and format tables to display and calculate data.
Finally, put your skills to the test as you unify formatting with themes and shading, organize topics with titles
and headers and distribute the finished document through printing and sharing options.
Microsoft PowerPoint 2016: Levels 1–3
Wow your audience with eye-catching presentations. Become familiar with basic presentation concepts and
terminology. Learn how to create and format a basic presentation using templates, text and picture files—
then insert slide transitions, add animations and hyperlinks for a finished look.
Microsoft Project 2016: Levels 1 & 2
Planning your next work venture couldn’t be easier with this project planning software. Create a basic project
plan, resource calendar, define resources and task dependencies. Explore the workspace, different views and
the processes in planning, tracking and managing a project. Manage and track your project more effectively.
Learn to work with different task dependency types and explore different options to resolve resource over
allocation. Work with sorting and filtering options to improve the viewing and grouping of tasks and create
baselines and milestones.

Sew More Than Basic
It’s Sew Easy Camp: Wearable Electronics
Take the fashion world by storm! We will teach you everything you need to know to start sewing like a pro.
Learn to sew your own back pack with LED lights built right in! Each session will be 2 hours. Students are
required to wear closed-toe shoes to this camp. Supported by the City of Orlando Mayor's Matching Grant.
Ages 11–17.
Sewing: Serger Basics Level 1 & 2
If you already know how to use a sewing machine, it is time to discover the versatility of using a serger. Get
an overview of how a serger works and how to properly and safely use a serger.
Learning Is Fun-damental!
Edit your photos, design a logo and edit your tunes with Adobe programs. Learn the basics of these
timesaving programs.
Adobe Illustrator Fundamentals
Illustrator is a popular choice for creating logos or graphics that may need to be printed or displayed at
different sizes. Create complex and attractive designs using shapes, images and text with special effects.
Learn to draw and manipulate simple shapes, custom shapes, brush strokes, and text in unique ways.
Adobe InDesign Fundamentals
InDesign is a popular publishing application used for designing print publications, interactive PDF
documents, digital magazines and EPUBs. Design professional layouts and create marketing materials that
transform your businesses communications. Develop a magazine catalog using frames, images, graphics and
type tools.
Adobe Audition Fundamentals
Audition is an audio editing software that supports multi-track editing and the beginner’s choice for speeding
up production for video, radio, music, games and much more. Remove unwanted sounds, arrange and mix
clips, and accomplish other common sound editing tasks. Learn the basics of advanced digital audio
manipulation using this post-production, professional-grade software.
Adobe After Effects Fundamentals
After Effects is an industry-leading animation and compositing software used to create motion graphics and
visual effects. Design cinematic visual effects and sophisticated motion graphics using shapes, layers, type
tools and more. Learn the essentials of advanced animation and compositing using this professional-grade
software.
Teens & Tweens(Ages 11–18)
Game Changer Afterschool Adventures
Orlando Public Library
Mondays – Thursdays, January 4–31, 4–6 p.m.
Gaming and homework help collide at the Orlando Public Library. Complete your homework with the help
of a tutor, and then join your peers for an awesome adventure playing Dungeons and Dragons™. So sharpen
your pencils and swords, because you've never had homework and writing help like this before! Game
Changer Afterschool Adventure will not take place on Monday, January 16.
‘Tween the Covers
Southeast Branch
Wednesday, January 4, 3:30 p.m.
Join the 'Tween the Covers Book Club as we read our way through the world! Every month there will be a
new theme with at least two books to choose from. Enjoy crafts, games and discussions based on the books.
Books will be supplied for readers to check out. Ages 9–14. Registration required.

A Better You
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 7, 2 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, January 26, 3 p.m.
Start the New Year off right! Hang out and make a plan to build better self-esteem, a better future and a
better you!
Keep Calm: It’s a New Year!
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, January 12, 3 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 14, 11 a.m.
Start the New Year right! Learn tips for a better and healthier lifestyle and challenge friends to mini-fitness
contest.
Teen Life Hacks: Mug Recipes
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 14, 2 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, January 18, 5 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, January 25, 2 p.m.
Prepare for a mini-meal lesson in adulting. Quick fix recipes, all in a mug! Ages 13–18.
Nail Polish Party
North Orange Branch Wednesday, January 18, 5:30 p.m.
Discover fun and creative ways to decorate your nails! No registration required.
Gross Out!
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, January 19, 3 p.m.
Is there a fungus among us? What goes in must come out! You can pick your nose, but we are going to pick
your brain with trivia and activities all about gross-out science.
DIY | 365
Windermere Branch Thursday, January 19, 4 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, January 21, 2 p.m.
Create your own personal calendar with 365 ideas to keep you happy, healthy and active the entire year.
Nail Polish Art
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, January 25, 3 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, January 26, 6 p.m.
Experiment with colors on and off your nails as we craft and create with nail polish.
Duct Tape-tastic
South Trail Branch Thursday, January 26, 4:30 p.m.
What can you do with duct tape? Explore with us and create your own unique pieces.
Youth Art Contest
Get creative! Show off your work and be entered for a chance to win the Youth Art Contest. Entry forms
with complete rules and guidelines will be available January 3, 2017 at all Orange County Library System
locations or can be printed from teens.ocls.info. Submissions should be turned in at the Orlando Public
Library by Friday, January 27. Awards will be presented to the top artists at the Youth Art Show held
Thursday, February 9, 6:30 p.m. at the Orlando Public Library. All submissions will be on display February
1–28. Grades 6–12.

Teen Clubs
Mayor Buddy's Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursdays, January 5–26, 4:30 p.m.
Join Mayor Buddy’s Book Club weekly discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share
experiences and have fun.
Teen Voices
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, January 26, 6 p.m.
Join our teen advisory board to meet new people and develop teen library programs and services while
earning community service hours. Ages 13–18.
Teen Library Corps
All Locations
Volunteer with the Teen Library Corps and give back a little “TLC” to your library and your community.
Plan programs, help out at events, give suggestions for teen services, meet new people and earn community
service hours for school. If you are between the ages of 13–18 and love to have fun, join TLC today!
Gaming at the Library!
If you love gaming like we love gaming, come get your game on at the library! Join us for action-packed fun
at multiple locations. Visit ocls.info/GamingEvents for dates, times and locations.
Writers Corner
The Business of Writing
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, January 4, 7 p.m.
Whether you're traditionally published, self-published or haven't written a word of your novel yet, there are a
variety of business decisions you'll have to make. Should you incorporate? What about taxes? How to deal
with contracts and agents? Which release strategy is best for your book? Discuss these and other questions
with J.A. Sutherland, author of the Alexis Carew science fiction series.
Writers Group
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room
Sunday, January 8, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion and camaraderie. Writers of all genres and experience are
welcome. Please attend one meeting before submitting a piece for critique.
Writers Conference
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, January 21, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Make 2017 the year you finish and publish a novel. The OCLS Writers Conference will provide the tools and
knowledge you need to reach your writing and publishing goals this year. Authors and publishing
professionals will teach workshops on both craft and business topics.
Author Event: Sharon M. Draper
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, January 26, 6 p.m.
Sharon M. Draper will read from and discuss Out of My Mind, the Sunshine State Young Readers Award
winner for 2011 for both elementary and middle grades. On the New York Times bestseller list for two years,
Out of My Mind is the story of brilliant and witty 10-year old Melody Brooks who can't speak or walk due to
severe cerebral palsy. Draper has won numerous awards for her children's and teen fiction; she is a five-time
winner of the Coretta Scott King Book Awards, has been the National Teacher of the Year and received the
Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime literary achievement from the American Library Association.
Draper's latest book is Stella by Starlight. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. Registration recommended.

Teen Writer's Workshop with Sharon M. Draper
Edgewater Branch
Friday, January 27, 3 p.m.
Award-winning writer Sharon M. Draper will lead a writer's workshop for teens. Draper is the author of Out
of My Mind, the Sunshine State Young Readers Award winner for 2011 for middle grades; Tears of a Tiger,
an ALA Best Book for Young Adults; Romiette and Julio, listed by the New York Public Library as a best
Book for the Teen Age; Copper Sun, named one of the Top Ten Historical Fiction Books for Youth, and
numerous other books for teens. Ages 11–18. Registration required. Sponsored in part by the State of
Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.
Your Library at Home
EPOCH
epochlegacies.org
Featured Database of the Month: Standard and Poor’s NetAdvantage
Buy, sell or hold? Acquire authoritative ratings of stocks, mutual funds and ETFs with Standard and Poor’s
NetAdvantage. Explore profiles, analysis, and predictions about thousands of companies and funds. From
basic information for decision making to deep analysis for your strategic financial planning, you will find it
all here.
Featured Resource of the Month: Money Matters
Looking for investment information? Before you make your final decision to buy or sell, check out our
Money Matters Guide! Find valuable databases, resources and websites to help you make sound financial
decisions.
Orlando Memory
orlandomemory.info
No change from last month.
Upcoming Events
African American Read-In
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, February 12, 2– 4 p.m.
Celebrate African American literature in poetry, story, and song, performed by local luminaries in
conjunction with the 27th Annual National African American Read-In. For more information, visit
ocls.info/readin.
Step Off 2017
STEP OFF 2017
Break the Stage!
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, February 4, 2:30 p.m.
Step up your game for the 12th Annual Step Off competition! Local students will put their best foot forward
in a battle to be crowned the top step team around. Cash prizes sponsored by McCoy Federal Credit Union.
Seating is limited

