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To:
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cc:

The Library Governing Board:
The Honorable Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Chairman of the Library Governing Board,
Members of the Governing Board, Commissioners Betsy VanderLey, Bryan Nelson,
Pete Clarke, Jennifer Thompson, Emily Bonilla, Victoria Siplin, Orange County; and
Ana Palenzuela, City of Orlando.

From:

Mary Anne Hodel, Director

Re:

Library Board of Trustees Meeting

The next meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be at 6:00 p.m. on December 7, 2017; Orlando
Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801; 407.835.READ (7323).
If any board member has an item to be brought up for discussion, please call
Milinda Neusaenger prior to the meeting, 407.835.7611.

cc:

Christina Redman, Liaison, Nominating Board ~ City of Orlando
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Adjournment

Next Meeting Dates: January 11, 2018 ~ West Oaks Branch Library; 1821 East Silver Star Road; Ocoee, Florida 34761 --February 8, 2018 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Call to Order

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
December 7, 2017
Public Comment Policy
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Public Comment and Conduct of Meetings Policy and Procedures
Effective Date: October 1, 2013 (Approved by the Board of Trustees on September 11, 2013)
Objective: The objective of this policy is to establish standard procedures to ensure an opportunity for broad
public participation in decision-making.
Policy Statement: It is the intent of this policy that the deliberations and actions of the Board of Trustees of the Orange
County Library System (“OCLS”) be conducted and taken openly in order that the public and relevant stakeholders may
be fully informed and intelligently advised as to the conduct of public business by the Board of Trustees.
Definitions: For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall prevail:
1. A “meeting” is a gathering of a quorum of the membership of the Board of Trustees, or any board or commission
of OCLS for the purpose of receiving information relating to public business, or for discussion of public business,
or for official action upon a proposition related to public business.
2. A “regular meeting” is a meeting held pursuant to a schedule of such meetings as approved by a board or
commission to conduct public business or otherwise discuss or act upon matters of public interest.
3. A “special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting held by a board or commission. A “special
meeting” is held for the purpose of addressing matters requiring the immediate attention of a board or commission
or for the purpose of addressing matters which the board or commission has determined are best addressed at a
special meeting. When a special meeting is called, the presiding officer of the board or commission shall
specifically state the purpose of the meeting and the board or commission shall address only those matters for
which the meeting was called.
4. A “board or commission” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS and any other board or commission now
existing or created in the future by the Board of Trustees or OCLS.
5. The “presiding officer” shall mean, in the case of the Board of the Directors the chair and in all other cases shall be
the chair of a particular OCLS board or commission.
6. “Board of Trustees” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS.
Meetings:
1. Location. All meetings of the Board of Trustees and any other board or commission shall be held in a suitable
location and shall be open to the public as required by law. The only exception to the requirement that meetings be
open to the public shall be an executive session scheduled for those purposes expressly recognized by law.
2. Regular Meetings. The Board of Trustees and the other boards and commissions shall hold regular monthly
meetings as designated by the Board of Trustees or the other boards and commissions.

Public Notice. OCLS shall give public notice of the schedule of meetings and shall state the dates, times and
places for such meetings. Public notice of any special meeting or of any reconvened meeting shall be given before
such meeting. Public notice shall be given by posting the date and time of the meetings on the OCLS website, the
public bulletin boards at all OCLS locations and the Orange County Administration Building. Notice will also be
published in the Orlando Sentinel as required by Section 189.417 of the Florida Statutes.
Conduct of Meetings:
1. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum at all meetings.
2. When considering matters upon which the board or commission will take action the presiding officer shall receive
comments from the public.
3. During any board or commission meeting, board and commission members shall maintain order and decorum.
4. OCLS staff and citizens must be recognized by the presiding officer before speaking or asking questions. The
purpose of this requirement is so that there is order and so that the recording equipment will properly record all
comments made by individuals wishing to comment on a specific subject.
5. All comments must be made from the podium which is located in the OCLS meeting room or by other reasonable
accommodations in any other location in which a board or commission meeting is held, and shall address the
subject of the agenda item. Individuals that appear before any board or commission are required to state their legal
name and their actual address for the public record. The purpose of this requirement is so that they are properly
reflected in any board or commission minutes and are available for future reference.
6. As a board or commission considers consent agenda items, emergency items, items involving official acts that
involve no more than a ministerial act, approval of minutes, ceremonial proclamations and other similar items, the
presiding officer may, at his discretion, or at the direction of a majority of the board or commission, accept
comments from those in attendance.
Public Participation and Comment: In order to comply with Section 286.0114 of the Florida Statutes, OCLS hereby
establishes a Public Comment Policy applicable to all boards and commissions to allow members of the public an
opportunity to address boards and commissions. In addition to public hearings, a special time is hereby set aside at all
board and commission meetings for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions from members of the public. All
comments made during any Public Comment period shall be subject to the following procedures:
1. OCLS allocates up to 30 minutes at the end of each board or commission meeting for citizens who wish to appear
before that board or commission to make a request of that board or commission, voice a complaint or concern,
express an opinion, or for some other type of recognition. The presiding officer will divide the time equally
between all who have signed up to speak; but in no case may a citizen speak longer than three minutes. A Public
Comment period not to exceed 30 minutes will be held during any board or commission meeting. The presiding
officer may permit additional time to a given speaker on a case-by-case basis.
2. Public comments of items listed on the agenda will occur just prior to the Board’s discussion and action of the
agenda item. Public comments of items not listed on the agenda will occur at the end of the meeting agenda.
3. When a board or commission considers matters during a public meeting upon which it will take action, no action
shall be taken until the presiding officer requests and receives comments from the public.
4. Persons who wish to make a statement during the Public Comment period will register on a Notice of Intent to
Speak Form which will be available 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Information included on the Notice
of Intent to Speak forms will be included in the Board Meeting Minutes and thus become public record. No one
will be allowed to have his or her name placed on the list by telephone request to OCLS staff.
5. Each person who signed up to speak will have up to three minutes to make his or her statement. Speakers will be
acknowledged by the presiding officer in the order which the Notice of Intent to Speak Form was received by the
Board of Trustee’s administrative assistant. Speakers shall address that board or commission from the podium, and

not approach that board or commission or OCLS staff. Speakers will begin their statement by first stating their
legal name and actual address.
6. Statements are to be directed to the board or commission as a whole, and not to individuals. Public comment is not
intended to require a board or commission to provide an answer to the speaker. Discussions between speakers and
members of the audience will not be allowed.
7. Speakers will be courteous in their language and presentation.
8. Only one speaker will be acknowledged at a time. In the event a group of persons supporting or opposing the same
position desires to be heard, in the interest of time, a spokesperson shall be designated to express the group’s
concerns. Likewise, in the event the number of persons wishing to attend the hearing exceeds the capacity of the
meeting place, one or more delegates shall be selected to speak on behalf of each group. If the time period expires
before all persons who have signed up get to speak, those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment
period, or if the presiding officer consents, these comments can be heard at that meeting.
9. Any action on items brought up during the Public Comment period will be at the discretion of that board or
commission. No board or commission will take any action on subject matter for which it has not had the
opportunity to fully investigate and gather complete information.
10. These same rules shall apply to all boards and commissions.
Decorum: The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all meetings.
1. In conducting business, boards and commissions are committed to the principles of civility, honor, and dignity.
Individuals appearing before boards and commission are requested to observe the same principles when making
comments on items and issues presented to a given board or commission for its consideration.
2. Staff members and citizens are required to use proper language when addressing a board or commission or the
audience. Staff members and citizens shall not use profanity or cursing, aggressive or threatening behavior when
addressing the board or commission or other participants. All comments are directed to the presiding officer and
not to individual members of the board or commission or to the audience. No personal verbal attacks toward any
individual will be allowed during the conduct of a board or commission meeting. The presiding officer may have
individual(s) removed from the podium and/or meeting chambers if such conduct persists after a warning has been
issued.
3. All members of a board or commission shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, staff, and the public
members appearing before the board or commission and shall refrain at all times from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments and statements as to motives and personalities. During
board or commission meetings, cell phones are to be turned off or silenced. Use of cell phones by board or
commission members and staff for talking, texting, emailing or otherwise will not be allowed during meetings
while at the dais, except for emergency communications, research, or during breaks.
Waiver of Rules: The board or commission may, at any time, waive all or a portion of these rules of procedure during the
course of a meeting. Provided however, that any such waiver shall only be done upon a motion and majority approval of
the waiver by members of the board or commission present and voting. Such waivers shall only be granted to insure the
protection of the right of members of the public to be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard before a board or
commission takes official action on a proposition.
Training: Periodic training for Sunshine Law requirements will be scheduled by OCLS for board and commission
members.
Penalties: Any action taken at a meeting not open to the public, whether intentional or unintentional, is void. The law
provides penalties for not complying with the Sunshine Law including criminal penalties, removal from the board
position, fines up to $500, and an award of reasonable attorney’s fees against the board found to have violated the
Sunshine Law.
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December 7, 2017

Approval of Minutes:
November 7, 2017 Library Board
of Trustees Meeting

Draft ~ Pending Approval

MEETING MINUTES
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
November 9, 2017 ~ 6:00 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
101 East Central Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32801
407.835.READ (7323)
Library Board Present:

Lisa Franchina (10/0); Marucci Guzmán (10/2);
Ted Maines (1/0 - City)

Library Board Absent:

Richard Maladecki (11/2); Wilbert Vancol (2/1 - City)

Administration Present: Mary Anne Hodel; Robert Tessier; Craig Wilkins;
Debbie Tour; Steve Powell; Ricardo Viera; Danielle King;
Milinda Neusaenger
Administration Absent:
17-146

I.

Debbie Moss

Call to Order
President Franchina called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

II.
17-147

III.

Public Comment Policy & Procedures
Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
October 12, 2017
Trustee Maines, seconded by Vice President Guzmán, moved to approve the minutes for the
October 12, 2017 Library Board of Trustees Meeting. Motion carried 3-0.

17-148

IV.

17-149

V.

Staff Presentation: Customer Service Training ~ Debbie Tour
Financial Statements and Summaries: October 2017
Comptroller Tessier explained the Florida Department of Revenue’s acceptance of the
Library’s certification of compliance with the Truth in Millage Statutes and the minor
infraction for the most recent budget cycle. He further explained some other changes
which will need to be made to future budgets starting with the FY 2019 budget.

17-150

VI.

Statistics and Summaries: October 2017
Branch Public Service Administrator Wilkins briefed the Board regarding the
October Statistics. Branch Public Service Administrator King provided a follow-up
to the Board’s question last month about Hiawassee’s low mystery shopper score
average. She outlined the action plan that the Branch Manager put in place to increase
the branch’s scores.

17-151

VII.

17-152

Action Items:
Study Room Policy: Debbie Tour
Administrator for Lifelong Learning Tour briefed the Board regarding the need for a
Study Room Policy and explained the proposed procedures. Brief discussion ensued
regarding a cancellation procedure and no-shows. Vice President Guzmán, seconded by
Trustee Maines, moved to approve the Study Room Policy.
Motion carried 3-0.

17-153

VIII.

17-154

IX.

Discussion and Possible Action Items
Information

Draft ~ Pending Approval

17-155

Director’s Report
Director Hodel invited the Board to attend OCLS’ annual Staff Development Day on
November 10th.

17-156

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items

17-157

Board Meeting Schedule FY 2018 ~ Revised
X.

Adjournment
President Franchina adjourned the meeting at 6:36 p.m.

Next Meeting Dates: December 7, 2017 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801 --January 11, 2018 ~ West Oaks Branch Library; 1821 E. Silver Star Road; Ocoee, Florida 34761.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Staff Presentations:
 Staff Development Day 2017 ~ Kim Bennett
 Children’s Business Fair ~ Tony Orengo & Claude Tido
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Financial Statements &
Summaries: November 2017

Orange County Library System
Financial Statement Highlights
Two Month Ended November 30, 2017

Operating Fund Revenues & Expenditure Summaries
Ad Valorem Taxes
Consistent with prior years, the first distribution of property taxes from the Tax Collector’s
office is not issued until the third week in November. Until that time, we are largely
funding our operations from our reserves.
Worker’s Compensation Insurance
Worker’s Compensation premiums are paid quarterly in advance and thus, the reason why
we have spent 24% of the annual budget through the end of November.
Insurance
Through the end of November, we have spent $220,000, or 73% of the annual budget. The
reason for this is most of the premiums for property, liability, and fiduciary (pensions)
coverage are due at the beginning of the fiscal year. Over spending this budget account is
not anticipated.

Capital Projects Snapshot
Once the Board takes action at the December Board meeting, a contractor will have been
selected for each of the three projects and the contract price approved for the North Orange
Parking Lot Expansion project.

Capital Projects Snapshot - December 2017

Project

Estimated
Construction
Cost

Project
In FY 18
Budget

Estimated
Start
Date

Status

Main Library fencing &
gates

500,000

yes

spring 2018

The Orlando City Council approved the project at their Novemeber 13, 2017
meeting.

North Orange parking lot
expansion

597,000

yes

winter 2017

Staff is requesting the Board approve a contract with Cathcart Construction
Company.

spring 2018

Rhodes + Brito Architects is working on construction documents and specifications.
Staff hope to bring a negotiated contract for approval in February 2018.

5th floor renovation

1,500,000

yes

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
Operating Fund
Two Months Ended November 30, 2017

REVENUES
Intergovernmental
1%

Fines
4%

Charges for Services /
Misc
3%

Ad Valorem Taxes
92%

EXPENDITURES
Library Materials/
Capital
18%
Operating
28%

Salaries and
Benefits
54%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND REVENUE SUMMARY
Two Months Ended November 30, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET
AD VALOREM TAXES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
State and Federal Grants
State Aid

CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Fee Cards
PC Pass ($10 for 7 days)
PC Express ($5 for 1 hour)
Classes
Meeting Rooms
Faxes
Scans
Ear Buds & Jump Drives
Reference Charges
Bag Sales
Replace Library Cards
Copy & Vending
Special Events

FINES & LOST MATERIALS
MISCELLANEOUS
Investment Earnings
Contributions - Friends of Library
Contributions - Others
Grants & Awards
Phone Discount
Miscellaneous

TRANSFER FR PROP APPRAISER
TRANSFER FR TAX COLLECTOR
TOTAL REVENUES

YTD
ACTUAL

(2 months=
17%)

40,153,123

2,300,068

5.7%

-

16,435

0.0%

970,000
970,000

16,435

0.0%
1.7%

22,000
6,000
13,000
6,000
55,000
60,000
25,000
6,000
1,000
5,000
45,000
218,000
2,000
464,000

2,975
690
1,421
643
7,753
8,201
3,101
965
30
699
6,165
29,281
290
62,212

13.5%
11.5%
10.9%
10.7%
14.1%
13.7%
12.4%
16.1%
3.0%
14.0%
13.7%
13.4%
14.5%
13.4%

600,000

100,486

16.7%

100,000
61,000
25,000
135,000
30,000
351,000

5,980
4,488
1,021
6,350
964
18,802

6.0%
7.4%
4.1%
0.0%
0.0%
3.2%
5.4%

20,000
350,000

-

0.0%
0.0%

42,908,123

2,498,003

5.8%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Two Months Ended November 30, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET
SALARIES & BENEFITS
Salaries
Medicare Taxes
Defined Contribution Pension Plan
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Money Purchase Pension Plan
Life and Health Insurance (Employees)
Retiree Health Care (OPEB)
Worker's Compensation
Unemployment Compensation
Parking & Bus Passes
OPERATING
Professional Services
Other Contractual Services
Other Contract. Serv.- Janitorial
Training and Travel
Telecommunication
Delivery and Postage
Utilities
Rentals and Leases
Insurance
Repairs and Maintenance
Repairs & Maint. - Hardware/Software
Copying/Printing
Property Appraiser's Fee
Tax Collector's Fee
Supplies
Supplies-Hardware/Software
Memberships
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Building and Improvements
Equipment and Furniture
Hardware/Software
LIBRARY MATERIALS
Materials - Restricted Contributions
Materials - Other
TRANSFER TO CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

YTD
ACTUAL

(2 months=
17%)

17,040,000
248,000
1,278,000

2,792,953
44,835
236,636

16.4%
18.1%
18.5%

789,000
821,000
3,010,000
540,000
113,000
24,000
232,000
24,095,000

131,466
133,680
414,896
89,910
27,581
35,034
3,906,991

16.7%
16.3%
13.8%
16.6%
24.4%
0.0%
15.1%
16.2%

240,000
1,665,000
340,000
75,000
300,000
1,038,000
1,030,000
1,120,000
300,000
1,150,000
800,000
229,000
300,000
802,000
500,000
350,000
20,000
10,259,000

35,243
212,144
35,995
9,214
39,182
215,502
82,688
182,817
219,900
232,058
256,604
13,341
77,135
46,001
66,918
7,671
555
1,732,967

14.7%
12.7%
10.6%
12.3%
13.1%
20.8%
8.0%
16.3%
73.3%
20.2%
32.1%
5.8%
25.7%
5.7%
13.4%
2.2%
2.8%
16.9%

2,725,000
350,000
525,000
3,600,000

1,077
8,442
10,650
20,169

0.0%
2.4%
2.0%
0.6%

5,000
4,450,000
4,455,000

1,247,272
1,247,272

0.0%
28.0%
28.0%

1,500,000

250,000

16.7%

43,909,000

7,157,399

16.3%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Two Months Ended November 30, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(2 months= 17%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings
Transfer from Operating Fund

15,000
1,500,000

1,120
250,000

7.5%
16.7%

1,515,000

251,120

16.6%

New Branch
Reserves

100,000
1,415,000

-

0.0%
0.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

1,515,000

-

0.0%

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
SINKING FUND
Two Months Ended November 30, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(2 months= 17%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

3,000

181

6.0%

TOTAL REVENUES

3,000

181

6.0%

1,650
1,350

100
81

6.0%
6.0%

3,000

181

6.0%

EXPENDITURES
Reserves-Building and Improvements
Reserves - Technology
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - ASSETS
November 30, 2017

ASSETS

Cash on Hand

15,001

Equity in Pooled Cash

1,368,841

Equity in Pooled Investments

4,678,502

Accounts Receivable
Due from Other Governments

3,868
10,185

Inventory

176,092

Prepaids

173,424

Other Assets-Deposits

TOTAL ASSETS

9,685

6,435,599

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
November 30, 2017
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Accrued Wages Payable
Accrued Sales Tax
Accrued Fax Tax
Due To Friends of the Library
Employee Payroll Deductions:
United Appeal
Optional Life
Vision Plan
Dental Insurance
Daughters of American Revolution
Staff Association
TOTAL LIABILITIES

291,941
246,316
48
283
3,108
91
804
1,919
2,158
49
3,034
549,751

FUND BALANCE
Nonspendable:
Inventory
Prepaid Items and Deposits
Annetta O'B Walker Trust Fund
A.P. Phillips Memorial Fund
Willis H. Warner Memorial Fund
Perce C. and Mary M. Gullett Memorial Fund
Committed:
Vivian Esch Estate Fund
Edmund L. Murray Estate Fund
Arthur Sondheim Estate Fund
Strategic Plan
Assigned:
Fiscal Year 2018 Budget
Unassigned
Current Year Expenditures over Revenues

176,092
183,109
4,000
100,000
33,712
19,805
44,198
724,689
39,941
4,000,000
1,000,877
4,218,819
(4,659,396)

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

5,885,848

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE

6,435,599

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
MONTHLY ROLLOVER
November 30, 2017

BALANCE
10/31/17

RECEIPTS

DISBURSE

BALANCE
11/30/17

OPERATING
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

592,950

4,842,851

4,066,960

1,368,841

7,097,522

5,980

2,425,000

4,678,502

7,690,472

4,848,831

6,491,960

6,047,343

501,793

181

501,974

3,958,030

126,120

4,084,150

110,751

189,398

283,181

16,967

53,000

364,933

381,333

36,600

3,562,886

1,305

150,000

3,414,191

3,726,637

555,636

814,515

3,467,758

SINKING
Equity in Pooled Investments

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Equity in Pooled Investments

SELF FUNDED HEALTH
Equity in Pooled Cash
Claims Payment Checking Account
Equity in Pooled Investments

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
GENERAL POOLED INVESTMENTS
November 30, 2017
INVESTMENT TYPE

DOLLARS

US TREASURY SECURITIES

8,046,054

MONEY MARKET FUNDS
Federated Treasury Obligations Fund
Federated Government Obligations Fund

152,162
547,090

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOLS
Florida Safe
Florida Prime (SBA)
TOTAL

Federated
Government
Obligations Fund
4%

Federated Treasury
Obligations Fund
1%

1,761,261
2,172,249
12,678,816

Florida Safe
14%

Florida Prime
17%

US Treasury
Securities
64%
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Statistics & Summaries:
November 2017

Monthly Report for November 2017
Contacts

Resources Accessed
40%

10%

3%

19%
24%

1%
3%

Door count

MAYL Packages

External Web Visits

Questline Calls

Social Media

Electronic Contacts

2016

%
Change

Physical Items Used

519,524

602,118

-13.72%

Database Use

178,465

166,890

6.94%
-15.23%

Digital Products

43,749

51,608

Digital Downloads

155,890

151,885

2.64%

Computer Services

70,004

78,218

-10.50%

TOTAL

967,632

1,050,719

-7.91%

Catalog Searches

2017

2016

% change

Door count

222,813

350,561

-36.44%

MAYL Packages

34,909

38,256

-8.75%

External Web Visits

122,034

121,437

0.49%

Catalog Searches

470,193

550,022

-14.51%

Questline Calls

7,145

10,372

-31.11%

Social Media

31,434

23,280

35.03%

Electronic Contacts

284,617

26,024

993.67%

1,173,145

1,119,952

4.75%

TOTAL

2017

54%
18%
5%

7%

Net Promoter Score

16%

Physical Items Used

Database Use

Digital Products

Digital Downloads

Computer Services

100
90
80

75

70

Users

60
50

2017
2016 % Change
427,918 428,960
-0.24%
5,204
6,318 -17.63%
202,892 N/A
N/A
72,376 66,744
8.44%

Active Cards
New Registrations
VLC Registrations
Transactions

40
30
20
10
0

Nov

90%

87.0%

90.0%

90.0%

Target Score

90.0%

100%

Prior 6 Month's Average

94.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Nov-17

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

110%

100.0%

Mystery Shopper Scores

94.0%

Oct

94.0%

Sep

94.0%

Aug

97.0%

Jul

97.0%

Jun

90%

80%

97.5%

Washington
Park

92.7%

South Trail

98.5%

Southwest

91.5%

Hiawassee

94.7%

Winter Garden

98.0%

North Orange

99.5%

Windermere

99.5%

Chickasaw

94.7%

South Creek

100.0%

Alafaya

97.3%

Herndon

99.5%

Edgewater

99.0%

Southeast

97.3%

Eatonville

97.2%

Orlando Public
Library

100.0%

Questline

50%

West Oaks

60%

99.5%

70%

As seen in door count, comparisons were impacted by an external event last year – in this case early voting. Ten
library locations served as early voting sites November 1-6 and recorded 83,532 voters. After removing voting,
event attendance is up 11.53%% with 2,338 more people attending events this November compared to last year.
We offered 87 more programs than last year. Digital usage was up 3% with Hoopla setting a new monthly usage
record of 19,630 checkouts. And in what is perhaps indicative of holiday travel, e-audio was the most popular
format with 44% of the checkouts. The Getaway (Diary of a Wimpy Kid series) by Jeff Kinney and Murder on the
Orient Express by Agatha Christie were two of the most popular audio checkouts.

Events & Classes by Location
Winter
Garden
6.8%

Southwest
7.0%
Alafaya
7.6%

North
Orange
5.8%

Herndon
2.7%
Edgewater
2.9%

Chickasaw
7.6%

Eatonville
2.5%

West Oaks
3.2%

Other
24.8%

Southeast
8.4%

South Trail
2.6%

Hiawassee
2.5%

Washington Park
3.6%
South Creek
9.2%

Online
0.1%

Windermere
4.7%
Orlando Public Library
22.9%

Event Attendance

Class Attendance

2017

2016

% Change

2017

2016

Orlando Public Library

5,364

7,415

-27.7%

909

943

% Change
-3.6%

South Creek

2,325

11,586

-79.9%

184

335

-45.1%

Southeast

1,821

9,888

-81.6%

488

453

7.7%

Chickasaw

1,892

6,685

-71.7%

189

320

-40.9%

Alafaya

1,877

13,315

-85.9%

201

154

30.5%

Southwest

1,652

12,330

-86.6%

263

161

63.4%

Winter Garden

1,640

1,473

11.3%

210

114

84.2%

North Orange

1,535

1,696

-9.5%

47

393

-88.0%

Windermere

1,164

763

52.6%

117

93

25.8%

Washington Park

699

6,519

-89.3%

295

153

92.8%

West Oaks

813

10,828

-92.5%

73

86

-15.1%

Edgewater

526

7,448

-92.9%

262

164

59.8%

Herndon

579

7,455

-92.2%

155

171

-9.4%

South Trail

459

732

-37.3%

252

153

64.7%

Eatonville

690

529

30.4%

-

-

0.0%

Hiawassee

527

7,413

-92.9%

158

152

3.9%

Online

-

-

0.0%

15

11

36.4%

TOTAL

23,563

106,075

-77.8%

3,818

3,856

-1.0%

The Technology and Education Center at the Orlando Public
Library hosted the Orlando Children’s Business Fair for 440
attendees. The South Creek branch showcased local artists at
Art Under the Umbrella: Arte Bajo la Sombrilla for 402 library
customers. Some 360 attendees enjoyed two performances of
the Central Florida Ballet’s The Nutcracker at the Orlando
Public Library. And as proof that staff will go just about
anywhere to promote library services, Alafaya staff attended
the outreach “Recycling Day” at the Orange County Landfill
where 227 customers visited the table, made a craft out of
recycled materials and learned about library resources.

Events/Class Attendance

2017
2016 % Change
946
2,646 -64.25%
10,426 92,133 -88.68%
992
545
82.02%
11,199 10,751
4.17%
-0.99%
3,818
3,856
27,381 109,931 -75.09%

Community Events
Events - Adult
Events - Teen
Events - Children
Technology Classes
TOTAL

Socia
Media
20,000
15,000
10,000

-

Good Reads

Foursquare

Pintrest

Instagram

Twitter

17,203

11,728

8,668

7,720

3,440

1,250

1,519

1,411

325

929

279

Nov-16

242

5,000

Nov-17

Facebook

With people turning their thoughts to the holidays, social media attention is harder to get but we had a big win with our Giving
Tuesday campaign. The campaign began on November 24, educating our followers about the global effort to support non-profits
after the big holiday shopping weekend. We created a call-to-action video, encouraging viewers to enhance and improve our
services by making a gift to the library. We supported this video campaign with social media graphics, a $100 Facebook
Advertising campaign, organic posts, and an email campaign. As of our most recent tally, we raised more than $1000 for the
library. The posts had many favorable reactions and we plan to build on this effort next year to do even better.

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION
Fiscal Year 2014 Through Fiscal Year 2018 To Date
1,190,000
1,155,000
1,120,000
1,085,000
1,050,000
1,015,000
980,000
945,000
910,000
875,000
840,000
805,000

FY 2014

770,000
735,000
700,000

FY 2015

FY 2016

FY 2017

FY 2018

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION WITH ELECTRONIC STATS

(Circ Stats & Electronic Database Stats ~ 2 months previous)

Fiscal Year 2014 Through Fiscal Year 2018 To Date

1,325,000

1,225,000

1,125,000

FY 2014

FY 2015

1,025,000
FY 2016

FY 2017

925,000
FY 2018

825,000

Orange County Library System
Door Counts
Fiscal Year 2014 through Fiscal Year 2018 to Date
445,000

FY 2014

FY 2015

FY 2016

FY 2017

395,000

345,000

295,000

245,000

FY 2018

Orange County Library System
New Customer Registration
Fiscal Year 2014 through Fiscal Year 2018 To Date

FY 2014
FY 2015
FY 2016

7,450

FY 2017
FY 2018

6,950
6,450
5,950
5,450
4,950
4,450
3,950
3,450
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Main Library 5th Floor Renovation
Project Contractor Ranking:
Steve Powell

General Contractor for Main Library Fifth Floor Renovation Project
I. ISSUE STATEMENT
A general contractor needs to be selected for the Main Library Fifth Floor Renovation Project. Board action
is needed to approve the ranking of the three qualified contractors, which submitted responses to the
Library's request for qualifications.
II. BACKGROUND & SUMMARY
A public notice was advertised requesting general contractors to submit their qualifications for construction
services for the Fifth Floor Renovation Project. The project consists of the renovation of approximately
14,000 square feet that includes offices, meeting rooms, conference rooms and elevator lobby and the
finishes renovation of the adjacent men’s and women’s restrooms. Florida Statute 255.20(1) outlines the
requirements for public construction projects with a cost greater than $300,000. Owners must competitively
award the contract to a licensed contractor. The competitive award can be done one of two ways: low bid or
request for qualifications in which the public entity ranks the qualified contractors and attempts to negotiate
a price with the number one ranked contractor. The Library has chosen to use the request for qualifications
method.
The general process is:
1. Library advertises a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for General Contractor Construction Services.
This RFQ was advertised in the Orlando Sentinel, posted at Dodge Projects and BidClerk.com and sent
to the Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBE) at both Orange County and the City of
Orlando.
2.
Contractors submit their qualifications for consideration. Six firms submitted proposals.
3.
Selection Committee, in this case consisting of Mary Anne Hodel, Bob Tessier, and Steve
Powell creates a short list based on which contractors submitted proposals satisfying the requirements of
the RFQ. Three firms were placed on the short list.
4.
Each of the short-listed contractors makes a presentation to the Selection Committee to present
their qualifications and experience, present a proposed timeline, show cost control strategies, share their
proposed approach to the project and answer any questions.
5.
Using criteria listed in the RFQ, Selection Committee ranks the contractors.
6.
Library Board approves, modifies, or rejects the Selection Committee’s ranking. Staff attempts
to negotiate a contract for construction services with the number one ranked contractor. If that
negotiation fails, negotiations begin with the second ranked contractor, and then to the third if
negotiations with the second ranked contractor are not successful.
7.
Staff requests the Library Board to approve the negotiated contract amount.
8.
Contract is executed.
Once the ranking is approved by the Library Board, the staff will provide the number one ranked contractor
with the necessary construction documents to bid the project. The Library will provide those same
documents to an independent construction estimating firm to determine a benchmark price for the project.
The Selection Committee, a representative from Rhodes + Brito, the architect for the project, and the
Library’s counsel at Gray Robinson will review the contractor’s bid, compare it to the estimating firm's
price and negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract. Stipulated Sum is a method of compensation wherein the
contractor is paid a negotiated “lump sum” fixed price for the scope of the project. It is inclusive of the
contractor’s fee and all costs of the work. The contractor gets paid the Stipulated Sum regardless if the
actual costs are more or less than the Stipulated Sum. The contractor does not have to break out its fee, but
many times does so during the negotiations. The negotiated Stipulated Sum for the Fifth Floor Renovation
Project will be brought back to the Board for review and approval.
On November 30, 2017, Gomez Construction Company, Mulligan Constructors, Inc., and Johnson-Laux
Construction, LLC made presentations to the Selection Committee. After listening to the presentations and

discussing the evaluation criteria stipulated in the RFQ, the Selection Committee summarized the three
contractors as follows:
Johnson-Laux submitted an excellent proposal and has significant experience in similar projects of scope
and size in occupied buildings. Their team qualifications exceeded the requirements of the RFQ. The
company President, Project Manager and Superintendent were in attendance. The Project Manager and
Superintendent assigned to the project participated in a very good presentation and answered several
questions each. They provided a detailed schedule which has the project ending three weeks ahead of the
Library’s proposed timeframe. They also outlined how they control costs and provided four successful
examples. Additionally, they provided a rough estimate based on the RFQ print set. Furthermore, they
provided an approach that treats the two restrooms as a separate project to dramatically shorten the time
they are closed to staff. They fully understood the logistics and scope of the project, including the life safety
aspects.
Gomez Construction submitted a very good proposal with substantial experience in similar projects. Their
team qualifications exceeded the requirements of the RFQ. The Branch Manager and Project Manager were
in attendance. The Project Manager assigned to the project made a compelling presentation and fully
understands the site and project. They provided a detailed schedule that met the goals of the Library. Their
cost control plan included fully detailing scopes of work and multiple quotes per scope from subcontractors.
They fully understood the logistics and scope of the project, especially the life safety aspects.
Mulligan Constructors submitted a very good proposal with substantial experience in similar projects. Their
team qualifications met the requirements of the RFQ and the Project Manager and Superintendent were in
attendance. Jason Mulligan, company President, primarily gave the presentation and fielded nearly all the
questions. They provided a detailed schedule that exceeded the goals of the Library. They described cost
control elements that included detailed scope review and subcontractor bidding. They understood the
logistics and scope of the project and mentioned using a trash chute to expedite the debris removal,
particularly the masonry associated with the vault.
Based on the evaluation criteria in the RFQ, the Selection Committee ranked the contractors as follows:
1. Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC
2. Gomez Construction Company
3. Mulligan Constructors, Inc.
The Library Board is being asked to approve, modify, or reject the Selection Committee’s ranking and
authorize staff to negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with the number one ranked contractor.
III. OPTIONS
AR exciting library spaces
Option 1:
Approve Selection Committee's contractor ranking as indicated above.
Advantage:
Selection Committee determined that Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC was the most qualified
contractor for the Main Library Fifth Floor Renovation Project.
Disadvantage:
Another ranked contractor might result in a better project.
Option 2:
Select a different ranking of the contractors.
Advantage:
The alternate ranking of contractors might result in a better project.
Disadvantage:

Selection Committee determined that Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC was the most qualified
contractor.

Option 3:
Reject all three contractors and begin process again.
Advantage:
Additional contractors might submit qualifications.
Disadvantage:
This will take more time, delay the project, and might not produce a better result.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Selection Committee recommends Option #1 and seeks authorization for staff to attempt to
negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC. If a contract cannot be
negotiated with Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC, staff will attempt to negotiate a contract with the
second ranked contractor, Gomez Construction Company.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
RESOLUTION 17-164
GENERAL CONTRACTOR FOR MAIN LIBRARY FIFTH FLOOR RENOVATION PROJECT
Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Orange County Library System, Orange
County Florida, held in the City of Orlando, on the 7th day of December, 2017, at 6:00 pm, prevailing
Eastern time
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
The Board Resolves:
1. To approve the following ranking of contractors for the Main Library Fifth Floor Renovation Project and
authorize staff to attempt to negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC.

1. Johnson-Laux Construction, LLC
2. Gomez Construction Company
3. Mulligan Constructors, LLC

2. All resolutions that conflict with the provisions of this resolution are rescinded.

AYES:

NAYS:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED:
_____________________________
Secretary
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North Orange Library Parking
Expansion Project ~ Stipulated
Sum Contract: Steve Powell

Stipulated Sum Contract for the North Orange Library
Parking Expansion Project
I. ISSUE STATEMENT
A Stipulated Sum contract and project budget needs to be approved by the Board for the North Orange
Library Parking Expansion Project.
II. BACKGROUND & SUMMARY
At the meeting on October 12, 2017, the Library Board authorized staff to negotiate a Stipulated Sum, or
Lump Sum contract with the top ranked general contractor, Cathcart Construction Company, LLC
(Cathcart), for the North Orange Library Parking Expansion Project. Cathcart was selected pursuant to the
procedures of the Florida Consultant's Competitive Negotiation Act, Section 287.055 F.S.
Klima Weeks Civil Engineering, Inc. prepared a set of construction plans for the project. The Library
supplied these documents to Cathcart in order for them to bid the project. Cathcart provided a project bid of
$552,893 on November 16, 2017.
The Library also provided a set of construction documents to an independent estimator, Montgomery
Consulting Group, Inc. (Montgomery). Montgomery’s estimate, completed on November 16, 2017, for the
project is $679,700.
Guy Haggard, Esquire, the Library’s construction counsel at Gray Robinson, and Jay Klima, the Civil
Engineer for the project, reviewed both the estimate and bid and stated that they are in order.
In order to move forward with the project, Board approval of Cathcart’s Stipulated Sum is required. Given
that the bid is lower than the estimate, staff feel comfortable recommending approval of Cathcart’ Stipulated
Sum of $552,893.
Additionally, a project budget should be approved to better manage the project. The table below outlines the
estimated costs for the project. The amount included in the fiscal year 2018 budget is $500,000, but that
amount was a very rough estimate generated last spring before the construction plans were finalized.

Architect/engineer
FDEP Permit
Testing/Inspections
Cathcart Construction
Contingency
Project Budget

Project Budget
$50,671
$23,936
$5,200
$552,893
$32,300
$665,000

FY 2018
$6,000
$5,200
$552,893
$32,300
$596,393

Prior Years
$44,671
$23,936

$68,607

The following options are offered for the Library Board’s consideration.
III. OPTIONS
AR exciting library spaces
Option 1: Approve the $552,893 Stipulated Sum contract with Cathcart, approve the project budget of
$665,000, and authorize staff to approve individual change orders with Cathcart for amounts less than
$100,000. For any change orders at or above $100,000, Library Board approval would be required.
Advantage: The project can move into the construction phase and meet the established deadlines.
Disadvantage: It may be possible that a lower Stipulated Sum could be negotiated. Given the current
increase in construction activity in Central Florida, this is unlikely to result in a lower cost.

Option 2: Authorize staff to try and further negotiate a lower Stipulated Sum with Cathcart and lower the
project budget.
Advantage: There could be a cost savings to the Library and ultimately the tax payers. Staff has already
worked with Cathcart to value engineer some of the materials. A further reduction is not likely given the
current high demand for construction services.
Disadvantage: Construction will be delayed and quality of the project may suffer.
Option 3: Authorize staff to terminate negotiations with Cathcart and re-advertise the project.
Advantage: There is the possibility of a different approach resulting in a lower Stipulated Sum and
lower project budget.
Disadvantage: The project will be delayed and the Stipulated Sum could come in even higher due to the
current high demand for construction services.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends Option #1 to approve the $552,893 Stipulated Sum contract with Cathcart, approve
the project budget of $665,000 and authorize staff to approve individual change orders with Cathcart for
amounts less than $100,000. For any change orders at or above $100,000, Library Board approval would
be required. Staff also recommends that the Director/CEO execute the Stipulated Sum contract, which
will be drafted by the Library's attorney, Mr. Haggard.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
RESOLUTION 17-165

STIPULATED SUM CONTRACT FOR NORTH ORANGE LIBRARY
PARKING EXPANSION PROJECT
Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Orange County Library System, Orange
County Florida, held in the City of Orlando, on the 7th day of December, 2017, at 6:00 pm, prevailing
Eastern time.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
The Board Resolves:
1. To approve the $552,893 Stipulated Sum contract with Cathcart and authorize staff to approve
individual change orders with Cathcart for amounts less than $100,000.
2. To approve the project budget of $665,000.
3. To authorize the Director/CEO to execute the Stipulated Sum contract.
4. All resolutions that conflict with the provisions of this resolution are rescinded.

AYES:

NAYS:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED:
_____________________________
Secretary
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License to Learn Contest
Drawing of the Winners:
Bethany Stone
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Discussion & Possible Action Items
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Director’s Report

Director’s Report: December 2017
In November, our Technology and Education Center hosted a new event, called the Children’s Business Fair,
at the Orlando Public Library. Held on November 12, the fair featured 23 child vendors who set up tables
where they could showcase and market their homemade products and business ideas. Some examples of the
kinds of things the kids presented included handmade jewelry, homemade soaps and candles, artwork and a
photo booth. More than 440 people attended to browse the fair and support the children, and we gave awards
for Most Original, Best Presentation/Creativity and Highest Business Potential. The event was such a success
that we’ve already begun planning for another Children’s Business Fair in 2018.
November is the time when people’s thoughts turn to end-of-year giving, and this year we engaged in a
campaign to participate in the annual Giving Tuesday trend, which encourages people to donate to non-profit
organizations on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving. Our campaign began on November 24, educating our
followers about the global effort to support non-profits after the big holiday shopping weekend. We created a
call-to-action video encouraging viewers to enhance and improve our services by making a gift to the library.
We supported this video with social media graphics and an email blast. As of our most recent tally, we have
raised more than $1,000 for the library. While this is a modest sum compared to what some organizations
have drawn on Giving Tuesday, it was a good opportunity to test the waters and learn what we need to do to
do better next year. The posts had favorable reactions with our followers, and we plan to build on this effort
for 2018.
A number of staff took part in Orange County Public School’s Teach-In. This one-day event gives children
the opportunity to learn about different jobs and career paths from adults in the community. Library staff
participated by hosting storytelling sessions and making presentations for students at nine different
elementary schools. We spoke to 1,104 students and their teachers about the kinds of careers available in a
library.
Plans are underway for the annual Melrose Awards, which give cash prizes to the best creative projects made
using Melrose Center resources. The entry period for the awards opened on September 1 and closed on
November 22. We received 18 entries for this year’s awards – seven video, six audio, four photo and one
digital media design. The public is invited to vote on the entries from December 1-December 23. We will
announce the winners at the Melrose Creative Expo on February 17, 2018. J.B. Adams has agreed to sponsor
two of our $250 awards, and we are currently seeking additional sponsors interested in the opportunity.
The Sunshine State Author Series continues this month with appearances from local author James Ponti.
Ponti hosts a writing workshop for kids ages 9-14 at the South Trail Branch on December 6, then he’ll make
an appearance at the Mayor Buddy’s Book Club celebration at the Orlando Public Library on December 13.
In January, the Sunshine State Author Series brings Sharon Robinson, daughter of baseball legend Jackie
Robinson, to the Washington Park Branch and the Orlando Public Library on January 25.
Recent System-wide Events:
Melrose Center

•

•
•

This year’s Staff Day on November 10 featured three Melrose staff members presenting breakout
sessions which were each well-attended. Tori Abram-Copenhaver presented her class Acting for the
Camera in the Video Learning Lab, Juan Rivera presented Introduction to Virtual Reality in the
Simulator/Virtual Reality Lab, and Chase Steele offered Foley Sound FX for Film in the Audio Studio.
The Video Team meetup on November 15, Casting and Directing Films, featured guest speaker Allen
Gorney. Gorney, a Full Sail M.F.A. Course Director, discussed the ins and outs of casting and directing
for film for 27 attendees.
Our final Script Orlando of 2017 was held on November 16, with return speakers Nicki Drumb and
Robyn Germyn presenting. There were 17 people in attendance.

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Though officially falling under the fairly new Digital Media Design meetup umbrella, staff member
Robert Jakob presented a meetup in which he invited attendees to create their own painting using actual
acrylic paint. Modelled after Robert’s popular Tech ‘n Color classes where attendees create images on a
tablet, Say It Paint So! premiered on November 9 with a full house of 12 attendees. Held in the Fab Lab
to avoid the chance of any painting mishaps adding unintentional color to the other areas of the Melrose
Center, the meetup drew enthusiastic reviews from participants and will be offered regularly in the
coming months.
With the holiday season in mind, the Photo Team meetup on November 14, Camera and Lens Buying
Guide, featured drew six attendees.
The third installment of the Audio Team’s vocal meetup, Vocal Production 303, saw a returning group of
five attendees further polishing their skills in the Audio Studio Control Room on November 8.
We sent staff members to two offsite events during November. On the 12th, Jennifer Michalicek
represented the Melrose Center at Barnes & Noble’s Mini-Maker Faire. Jennifer demonstrated our Paper
Engineering class as well as our popular Arduino-created Tetris and Snake games to 72 people who
stopped by her table during the event. On November 17, Leo Linares represented the Center at the 7th
Annual Network Music Conference. In addition to sharing information with the attendees who stopped
by his table, Leo networked with several other exhibitors who were impressed and wanted to know more
about what we offer to musicians and audio production enthusiasts at the Melrose Center.
Pushed back to the fifth Thursday of the month rather than the customary fourth Thursday due to the
Thanksgiving Holiday, Open Mic: The Voice of Melrose was held on November 30. Seven performers
took the stage to perform before 14 audience members.
Memberships for our Melrose Meetup groups continued to grow during November:
o Orlando Audio – 578 (+23)
o Orlando Digital Media Design – 292
o Orlando Photo+Design – 1,771 (+108)
o Orlando Video & Post Production – 1,215 (+70)
November also saw the creation of a brand new Melrose Meetup group. Orlando Out Tonight Theatre
Group is designed to bring together people in the local theatre community to discuss a variety of aspects
associated with theatre, from stage lighting to warmup techniques for actors to music for theatre and
much more. We have scheduled the group’s first meetup, entitled Improv: Break the Ice, in late January.
We’ve already seen membership for the fledging group grow to 74 in just a few weeks time.
We hosted four community meetups during November with attendance as follows:
o Indienomicon – 59
o Internet of Things – 17
o Orlando.Net User Group – 14
o Orlando Podcasters – 7
The Timucua Arts Foundation continued offering their Works With Sound workshop in the Melrose
Center on Sunday afternoons during November, with 15 attendees over the course of three sessions.
The Melrose Awards submission period concluded on November 22, with 18 entries across the four
categories of Audio, Digital Media Design, Photo and Video. The public voting period runs from
December 1-23. Category winners will be determined by a combination of public voting, usage of the
Melrose Center and independent expert analysis. Winners will be announced at the Melrose Creative
Expo on February 17, 2018.
During November, 260 people took advantage of the Melrose Center self-guided tour.
We welcomed 154 new Melrose Members in November.
We received a nice mention from Melrose Member Leah Nash during her StoryCorps interview. Leah is
also one of the Melrose Awards contestants. Hear her interview here:
https://archive.storycorps.org/interviews/composer-leah-nash/

•

Lastly, we received a letter Greg Slotta, Producer of the film Seduction of the Pines, dated November 9th.
Mr. Slotta enclosed two tickets for the showing of his movie on December 9th at The Abbey here in
Orlando. He explained the reason for the letter and tickets thusly:

•

“I met the director of the film by chance when I was inquiring for information at the Melrose Center.
Our film is a result of the collaborative energy generated by the Center. We would like to thank you and
the Orange County Library for providing that environment.”

Alafaya

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On 1 November, Michelle Bernabe hosted two sessions of “Bubble Playtime” at Alafaya. This event
helps toddlers develop motor skills through bubbles. A total of 28 customers attended these two events.
On 6 November, Lisa Glassford hosted “SMART Start” at Alafaya. This event focuses on hands on
science, math, and art activities for kids ages 2-4. A total of 26 customers attended this event.
On 6, 13, 20 and 27 November, Carmen Offutt, Josh Shidel, and Andrew Jeffries hosted “Maker
Monday” at Alafaya. This regular event challenges kids age 8-15 to problem solve and create. A total of
33 customers participated in these events.
On 7 November, Zully Escobar hosted two sessions of “Headstart Storytime” at Alafaya. Through stories
and songs, children ages 3-5 learn about different subjects. A total of 138 customers participated in these
events.
On 13 November, Michelle Bernabe hosted “Move and Play” at Alafaya. During this regular program,
kids ages 2-5 shake and shimmy, move and groove and play along with their favorite songs. A total of 43
customers attended this program.
On 14 November, an external presenter hosted “PBS Kids Time” at Alafaya. This monthly program
promotes learning and exploring with the different PBS Characters. A total of 58 customers attended this
event.
On 17 November, Zully Escobar attended the outreach “Annual Thanksgiving Giveaway” at the East
Orange Community Center. A total of 358 customers visited the table and learned about library resources
and programs.
On 18 November, Michelle Bernabe and Ana Salmoran-Cruz attended the outreach “Recycling Day” at
the Orange County Landfill. A total of 227 customers visited the table, made a craft out of recycled
materials and learned about library resources and programs.
On 20 November, Zully Escobar hosted “Artsy Toddler” at Alafaya. This regular program teaches kids
about different styles of art. A total of 58 customers attended this event.
On 27 November, Lisa Glassford hosted “Baby Bash” at Alafaya. This program helps develop motor
skills in children ages 0-2. A total of 34 customers attended this event.
Throughout the month of November, Misty White received and replied to letters addressed to the
character of the month’s mailbox at Alafaya. This ongoing event allows children to express themselves
through words and to communicate with their favorite book characters. A total of 107 children
participated in this ongoing event.

Chickasaw

•
•
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•
•

On 4 November, Chickasaw hosted 30 attendees for “Talleres de Bienvenida,” a series of workshops
designed by e.l.l.a.s. International to welcome Spanish-speaking residents who have just relocated to
Central Florida.
On 7 November, Chickasaw hosted “Tertulia Cuatro Gatos” for their monthly meeting where they used
the stage to read poetry, discuss literature and sing; 29 people enjoyed this cultural event.
On 8 November, the Youth Program Specialist hosted 80 children and parents at the “Central Florida Zoo
Storytime.”
On 9 November, 20 preschoolers and their parents joined us for stories, crafts and fun turkey themed
activities during “Gobble Gobble Wibble Wobble.”
On 13 November, Chickasaw hosted 108 kids and parents for “The Moogician.” The Moogician
performed cheesy tricks and educated us with fun facts and trivia that were absolutely bovine!
On 15 November, Youth Program Specialist, Jackie Padilla, participated in the annual Orange County
Teach In at Three Point Elementary School. She did two storytimes and had 107 attendees.
On 16 November, Chickasaw hosted 71 toddlers, preschoolers and parents for “Bubble Play Time” where
children are encouraged to develop coordination and social interaction while playing with bubbles.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

On 20 November, Chickasaw hosted a “Science Field Trip” with 63 attendees exploring science with
books and hands-on activities.
On 27 November, “Parachute Play” hosted 25 children and parents for a special parachute playtime that
includes rhymes and songs.
On 3 and 17 November, an average of 43 attended “Wii Love Gaming” for action-packed fun with the
Nintendo Wii.
On Mondays and Tuesdays in November, Chickasaw hosted “English from Zero” in order to learn basic
language skills; an average of 30 students attended each class.
Every Tuesday in November an average of 33 children and parents participated in Chickasaw’s
“Storybook Fun.” This read-aloud program includes folk and animal tales, songs and poetry for children
ages 3-5.
Each Tuesday in November an average of 48 children and parents attended, “Storytime Crafts” at
Chickasaw. This event is held right after story time to help develop fine motor skills.
On Tuesdays in November an average of 12 children and parents attended, “Tiny Tales” at Chickasaw.
This weekly event includes rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes to introduce very young children to
literature.
On Tuesdays in November an average of 38 children and parents attended, “Toddler Time” at
Chickasaw. This weekly event includes stories and activities for children ages 18-36 months.
On Thursdays in November, “Practice Makes Perfect” hosted an average of 17 people each week
practicing their English skills.

Eatonville
• On 1 November, Eatonville Branch partnered with “F.I.T. Functional Independence Training” for their
final eight week session. A total of 14 participants all received certificates for attending this series
designed to teach you how to prevent falls and maintain your independence.
• On 1, 8, & 15 November, “Tutoring with Positive Flow Foundation “provided free tutoring to 37
attendees.
• On 1, 8, 15 & 29 November, Patty Brinkman hosted "The Road to Me: Literacy Through
Autobiography." A total of 52 attended the second through fourth sessions; participants were engaged in
beginning the writing portions of their mini autobiographies.
• On 13 November, Beverley-Ann Galloway hosted “The Many Adventures of Olivia Pig”. A total of 20
participants from Brighter Futures attended this fun fill event of stories and crafts.
• On 14 November, Eatonville staff hosted “Move Like and Animal”. Hungerford’s Elementary pre-K and
kindergarten classes totaling 68 attended this hand on event learning about skeleton movements and
identifying skeleton bones of various animals like snakes, bats, and others.
• On 15 November, Patrice Florence-Walker attended “Teach Ins” at Hungerford Elementary and Metro
West Elementary schools. A combined attendance of 86 students enjoyed stories, trivia, about fall and
learning about library resources.
• On 20 November, Patty Brinkman hosted “Relaxation Stations”. Toddlers were introduced to relaxation
and enjoyed a calming time with soothing activities. A total of 22 attended this event from Ms. Duma’s
pre- k class from Hungerford Elementary.
On Thursday’s in November a total of 250 kids and teachers attended “Smarty Pants.”
• 23 tickets were distributed during November’s "Check It Out: Central Florida Zoo” promotion.
Edgewater

•
•
•

On 2 November, 115 parents and students stopped by the OCLS table at the “Lake Weston Elementary
School Literacy Night” event.
On 4 November, 10 participants engaged in learning basic yoga poses at the “Fuel Fitness Fun” event.
Participants learned more about health, with a focus on exercise and nutrition.
On 14 November, 12 attendees put their brains to the test at the event “Cool to Do-Add it Up.” They
played number games and solved puzzles to become amazing at math.
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On 14 November, 14 attendees at the “Central Florida Book Club” discussed the book, The Readers of
Broken Wheel Recommend by Katarina Bivald.
On 14 November, 11 participants attended the “Lee Road Safe Neighborhood Committee Meeting”
where Michael Cohen of Solar United Neighbors of Florida gave a presentation on going solar, costs and
co-ops.
On 18 November, 13 participants enjoyed the event “Floridingers” with an interactive 3D reading of
Floridingers Go to Swamp Fest. They were taken away down the river with Acorn, Cootie and the other
Floridingers (native Florida hybrid creations).
On 13 November, 62 students, parent and teachers attended the “Lockhart Middle School Literacy Night”
hosted at the branch. We showcased Zoobs, Kinex, Straws and Connectors, 3D Printing, Lego WEDO,
Lego Mindstorm, Science Corner and sparked interest in our programs and classes.
On 6, 13, 20 and 27 November, 59 participants experimented and explored various areas in science,
math, coding and robotics at the “Cool to Do: Science and Robotics” afterschool events.
On 7, 14, 21 and 28 November, a total of 42 toddlers and parents attended our weekly “Smarty Pants”
event.
On 21 and 22 November, 21 participants attended the “Ohana Means Family Film Fest” events.
On 1-30 November, 43 patrons entered the “Check it Out: Central Florida Zoo” contest.

Herndon
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On 6 November, Herndon hosted “Benefits Workshop for War Era Veterans.” Fifty-one customers
attended this event to learn about benefits available to veterans 65 and older.
On 15 November, Herndon hosted “Senior Living.” Twenty-two customers attended this event that
provided information and education on senior living options.
On 16 November, Tracy Covey hosted “DIY: Dreamcatchers.” Fourteen customers attended this event in
which they created and learned about dreamcatchers.
On 18 November, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Construction Toys for Kids.” Ten customers attended
this event in which children learned the basics of building with Snap Circuits, K’NEX and Magformers.
On 25 November, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Busy Builders.” Eleven patrons attended this event where
children enjoyed independent play with building toys.
On 30 November, Normalee Page hosted “Gobble, Gobble, Wibble, Wobble.” Twenty customers
attended this event for preschoolers that include stories, activities, and crafts.
In November, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Character Mailbox” featuring Elephant and Piggie. Thirty-six
children participated by writing letters and sending them through our character mailbox.
In November, 38 children participated in the “CHECK IT OUT: Central Florida Zoo” contest.
In November, 50 children participated in the “Sweet Tomatoes: Check It Out” contest. Children who got
a new library card or checked out 5 items at the Herndon Branch received a certificate and coupon for a
free kid’s meal with the purchase of an adult meal at Sweet Tomatoes.

Hiawassee

•

•
•
•

This month Hiawassee continued to host the weekly event for adults entitled “Improve Your English
Reading Workshop.” It is held every Wednesday evening, is led by a tutor from the Adult Literacy
League, and is offered through their partnership with OCLS. Participants read together and work on
improving their comprehension and expanding their English vocabulary. The average weekly attendance
this month was sixteen.
On 3 November, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event titled “Little Chef: Pumpkin Patch” where
attendees learned all about kitchen safety, measuring, and layering a delicious recipe. Each of the eleven
participants created their own edible pumpkin dessert to enjoy.
On 4 November, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event in honor of Thanksgiving called “Gobble,
Gobble, Wibble, Wobble” where there were fifteen attendees that sang songs and heard stories about our
friend Tom Turkey.
On 6 November, Hiawassee conducted "Teen Gaming Night" were there were thirteen young adults
gaming and dancing the night evening away.
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On 11 November, Hiawassee hosted a Fall Family Fun kid’s event called "The Moogician.” Each of the
forty-seven attendees were treated to humorous music, stories, and magic all related to cows and milk.
On 11 November, Hiawassee hosted the “First Time Home Buyer Workshop” which was conducted by
representatives from Operation Hope, Inc. There were twenty attendees, and, at the end of the event,
each participant received a certificate of attendance that meets the requirements for both the Orange
County and the State of Florida Down Payment Assistance Programs.
On 15 November, Hiawassee conducted a teen event entitled "Teen Art Adventure: Paint Chip Art" were
there were seventeen attendees using paint chip samples to create their own colorful masterpieces.
On 25 November, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event called "Games Galore" were fourteen
attendees celebrated Nation Game and Puzzle Week and the entire family could interact in various game
contests.
On 27 November, Hiawassee conducted a "Creative Coloring" event for adults and twenty-one
participants dazzled us with their artistic skills.

Main Library
• The Asian American Heritage Council recognized students and had special performances at their awards
ceremony on 4 November for 161 attendees.
• On 6 November, a Youth Services Storyteller visited Leu Gardens and presented three storytimes for 245
children. Total attendance for the event was 449.
• The library partnered with Publix Aprons Cooking School on 7 November to present “Cuisine Corner
Junior: Gobble, Gobble Cakes!” to 35 attendees. Participants learned how to transform an ordinary
cupcake into a magnificent turkey.
• On 7 November, 132 attendees celebrated becoming new United States Citizens as they took the Oath of
Allegiance at the Naturalization Ceremony.
• The gifted musicians of the “Mini Musicians Club” delighted 111 attendees on 11 November with
classical compositions.
• Warren French gave a presentation about “Orlando Memory” to 35 members of the Azalea Park
Neighborhood Association on 13 November.
• On 17 November, the library welcomed “The Moogician” who entertained and educated 83 audience
members with magic, comedy and facts all about cows and milk.
• A total of 360 attendees enjoyed two performances of the “The Nutcracker” by the Central Florida Ballet
on 18 November.
• The “Music of Star Wars,” showcased John Williams’ film scores with a multimedia presentation for 114
attendees on 19 November.
• Author James Ponti visited the library on 28 November as part of the “Sunshine State Author Series”. He
read from his book, “Framed!”, and shared inspiring stories about how he became a writer with 26
audience members.
• Learning Central staff presented five “Career Academy” programs in November for 15 attendees who
gained resources and strategies when searching and applying for jobs.
• In November, the new “Bullet Journaling” series began with three sessions that introduced best practices,
tools and resources for staying organized. A total of 27 customers attended these events.
North Orange
• On 4 November, “Mad Science Live!” was presented. A total of 24 customers attended the event.
• On 5 November, Kerry Morgan hosted, “LEGO Club! A total of 15 customers attended the event.
• On 6, 13, 20 & 27 November, Leisa Caravello hosted “K Ready!” A total of 4 events were presented with
an average 12 customers per event.
• On 8 November, “Cuisine Corner Junior: a taste of fall” was presented by Chablis Everett. A total of 33
customers attended the event.
• On 9 November, Stacey Hancock, hosted “Who Hoots?” A total of 37 customer attended the event.
• On 7, 14, 21 & 28 November, Stacey Hancock, hosted “Literacy & Locomotion.” An average of 22
customers attended the event.
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On 16 November, Stacey Hancock, hosted “Thankful Hands “A total of 35 attendees participated.
On 18 November, “Cookies and Milk with a Cop and Storytime” was presented. A total of 37 customers
participated.
On 18 November, “Meet the Author: James Ponti” was presented. A total of 63 customers attended the
event.
Every Wednesday in November, Anne Brickeen and Jolanta Wilson, hosted “Kids Corner Craft.” A total
of 4 events were held with an average of 55 attendees per event.
Every Wednesday in November, Mayonne Granzo, ESOL Instructor presented “English from Zero” A
total of 4 classes were taught with an average of 22 attendees per event.
Kerry Morgan hosted “Communi-Tree: Thankful Tree." 65 customers wrote a note on what they are
thankful for and hung it on the tree.
North Orange hosted "Character Mailbox" featuring "Paw Patrol". 125 kids participated by writing letters
to the character.

South Creek
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On 4 November, Skeletons: Museum of Osteology presented “Amazing Animal Adaptations” at the
South Creek Branch library. Ten kids and their families learned how animal adaptations help them
survive.
On 8 November, Fifteen were ready to test each other’s skills at “Family Game Night”.
On 9 November, “South Creek MUSIC CLUB” delighted the 15 in attendance.
On 11 November, the author of The Coming of Zierns was on hand for “Meet The Author: James
Tierney”. The author met with 21 library customers to discuss his latest book.
On 12 November, Thirty-five people met at South Creek for “Tea and Conversation with Friends” which
is a social event for everyone.
On 12 November, Circulation clerk Tran Nguyen and Customer Service Lead Carmen Medina-Bermudez
hosted “What’s for Dinner”. The pair showed the 35 in attendance how to prepare the Vietnamese dish
Pho.
On 14 November, A distinguished panel of guests hosted a discussion for “Silence No More:
Perspectives on Violence Against Women”. The panelists promoted awareness and discussed research on
this topic. Eighteen in attendance.
On 15 November, Carmen Medina-Bermudez attended a “Teach In” at Freedom Middle School. Carmen
spoke with 66 sixth graders about the services available to library card holders.
On 18 November, Customer Service Tech Laura Lizardi showcased edible experiments to 47 kids and
their families with the event “Science You Can Eat”.
On 20 November, Alborea Dances entertained the crowd of 40 library customers with popular Spanish
dances in “Celebrate with Dance”.
On 21 November, Circulation Clerk Lynne Richards showed 12 young library customers how to make
turkey hats with the event “Turkey Toppers”.
On 25 November, “Cuatro Gatos Art Exhibit” allowed local Latino artists to showcase their pieces to a
crowd of 100 library customers.
On 25 November, the cultural event “Art Under the Umbrella: Arte Bajo la Sombrilla” attracted 402
attendees to the South Creek Branch library.
On 27 November, Branch Librarian Reshard Ausserlechner hosted a library tour to the local Boy Scout
Troop. Eighteen members of Troop 128 learned about the valuable resources the library has to offer.
On 28 November, “Orlando Mom’s Club” met at South Creek with 48 attending their event.
South Creek hosts a series of weekly and biweekly events.
In November, weekly story times attracted 633 library customers and their children.
In November, Customer Service Techs Aly Oestreich and Laura Lizardi hosted “Toddler G.A.M.E.S.”
twice. A total of 41 in attendance for the events.
In November, the early childhood music event “Let’s Play Music” was hosted twice and taught valuable
life lesson to the 75 in attendance.

•
•
•

In November, Carmen Medina-Bermudez taught “English from Zero” four times to a total of 105
students.
In November, Reshard Ausserlechner taught Citizenship Inspired twice to 30 individuals hoping to pass
the citizenship exam. Also in attendance for one of the classes was a reporter from the Orlando Sentinel
who detailed the success of this event and library customers’ appreciation for the class.
In November, Circulation Clerk Claudia Freeland hosted “English Conversation Hour” to 24 library
customers working on improving their English language skills.

South Trail
• “Game Changer Afterschool Adventures” averaged 10 children per program during November at South
Trail.
• On 2 November, “DIY Dreamcatchers” had 10 in attendance.
• On 4 November, “Cuisine Corner: Cooking with the Family” showed 13 participants how to prepare
vegetarian meals.
• On 7 November, “Games Galore” entertained 18 children.
• On 8 November, “Mad Science Live: Up and Away” had 12 children in attendance.
• On 9 November, Sharon Payton showed 26 people how to prepare “No Bake Recipes for the Holidays.”
• On 15 November, “Amazing Animal Adaptations” entertained 17 children.
• On 16 November, “Framed! Library Mystery Game” had 20 in attendance.
• Thanksgiving week the “Ohana Means Family Festival” had an average attendance of 19 people per
movie.
Southeast
• On 4 November, the event “Magic & Mayhem present Wizard School!” was hosted at Southeast, a total
of 31 people attended.
• On 18 November, the event “Space Cases” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 23 people attended.
• On 20 November, the event “The Many Adventures of Olivia the Pig” was hosted at Southeast, a total of
18 people attended.
• Most Thursdays and Fridays for the month of November “English from Zero” was hosted at Southeast, a
total of 96 customers attended.
• Most Wednesdays for the month of November “Reading Clearly” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 70
customers attended.
• Most Tuesdays and Thursdays for the month of November “Speaking Clearly” was hosted at Southeast, a
total 88 customers attended.
• Most Mondays and Wednesdays for the month of November “ESOL: Practice Makes Perfect” was hosted
at Southeast with a total of 171 in attendance.
• Every Wednesday for the month of November, a total of 370 children and parents participated in
Southeast’s’ “Wednesday Morning Story Times.”
• Every other Wednesday for the month of November, a total of 32 attendees participated in Southeast’s
“STEAM Club.”
• Every Thursday for the month of November, a total of 40 attendees participated in Southeast’s “Tertulia
Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club.”
• Most Wednesday for the month of November, a total of 259 children and caretakers participated in
Southeast’s “Color Your World!”
• Throughout the month of November, patrons share what they were thankful for by writing a note on a
leaf and hanging it on our tree. A total of 88 participated in this event.
Southwest

•
•

On 1 November, 31 patrons attended the “Baby’s First Art” program and enjoyed songs and stories while
developing better motor skills.
On 3 November, 39 caregivers and their toddlers attended “Bubble Playtime” and had fun while also
working on motor development skills.
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On 6 November, library staff presented the “Thankful Hands” program for 56 participants who had fun
celebrating the fall season by crafting to share gratitude.
On 6 November, the “Southwest Homeschool Club: 17th Century Live” program was attended by 11
people who traveled back in time to the 1600s to learn about Native Americans and pilgrims through fun
stories and activities.
On 7 November, Southwest staff visited Palm Lake Elementary for their Family Night Book Fair and
connected with 71 parents and students to share information about the library.
On 15 November, the “Little Chef: Pumpkin Patch” program was attended by 15 preschoolers and their
caregivers who learned about kitchen safety while creating a tasty treat.
On 15 November, 48 patrons attended the “Magic & Mayhem present Wizard School” which included
juggling, magic and other fun forms of entertainment.
On 15 November, Youth Programming Specialist Debra Winslow presented a “Teach-in” storytelling
session for 53 students at Bay Lakes Elementary.
On 17 November, 39 patrons attended the “Baby Bash” program and enjoyed songs and stories while
developing better motor skills.
On 21 November, 14 members of the “Southwest Book Club” met to discuss their monthly selection,
Fates and Furies.
In November, 265 toddlers and their caregivers came to “Toddler Time” to hear stories, songs and
rhymes.
On 28 November, 13 people attended the “Meet the Artist” event for JJ Dennis who is currently
displaying her “Color of Magic” exhibit at the library.
On most Thursdays in November, 147 preschoolers and their caregivers attended “Storybook Fun” to
listen to stories, songs and develop a love of reading.
In November, the library partnered with the Adult Literacy League on 1 and 8 November to host
“Practice Makes Perfect-Conversational English Workshop” where 68 patrons worked on improving their
English speaking skills.
On most Thursdays in November, the library facilitated the “Improve Your English Reading Workshop”
for 102 patrons to work on English vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension.
On 21 November, 26 attendees enjoyed the “Ohana Means Family Film Fest” featuring a kid friendly
film that celebrated families of all shapes and sizes.
On 22 November, the “Toddler Playground” program was presented for 48 patrons who enjoyed fun
games involving physical and cognitive development.
On 27 November, the “Artsy Toddler” program was attended by 55 patrons who enjoyed stories and a
fun craft.
On 29 November, the event “Storytime for Grownups” featured an entertaining grown up storytime for
11 attendees.
On 29 November, Youth Program Specialist Debra Winslow visited the “Central Florida Zoo Storytime”
for 85 children and adults.
During November, 76 children participated in the library’s “Check It Out: Central Florida Zoo”
promotion.
In November, the “Turkey Scavenger Hunt” helped children learn about the Dewey Decimal System and
the 49 who participated received a small prize.

Washington Park

•
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In November, sewing classes were hosted at the Washington Park Branch for the first time. Six machines
were awarded to this location from the Orlando Mayor's Matching Grant (MMG). There were an average
of 3.5 participants per class, and three of the eight classes were full!
On 1 November, “Exploration of Aviation” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Young aviators
soared through the clouds and zoomed through space!. There were 14 participants.
On 6 November, “Ohana Means Family Film Fest” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. While
enjoying a kid friendly movie, multiple generations created their own family album. There were 14
participants.
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On 15 November, "Bites! Camera! Action! Farmer's Market" was hosted at Eccleston Elementary
School. Washington Park Branch Staff were on hand to share information about library resources and
services. The event was sponsored by the Second Harvest Food Bank and Universal Orlando Foundation.
There were 57 participants.
On 15 November, “Teen Adventures: Paint Chip Art” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Future
artists combined interesting colors and shapes to create unique art from ordinary paint chips. There were
15 participants.
On 17 November, “Floridingers” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Kids “floated” down the
river with Acorn, Cootie, and the other Floridingers and enjoyed an interactive 3D reading of
“Floridingers Go to Swamp Fest.” There were 72 participants.
On 20 November, “Small World: India” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Travelers discovered
the unique culture of India through activities, food, music, and language. There were 11 participants.
On 27 November, “Have a Magical Day” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Orlando Youth put
their knowledge to the test with trivia, games, and quizzes about all things Disney! There were 10
participants.

West Oaks
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On 1 November through 29 November, the event, “K-Ready” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. This eight-part series readies preschool children to excel in Kindergarten
through creative play, cooperative learning and activities that stimulate the imagination! Through this
early learning series, 49 preschoolers were introduced to important concepts and skills that align with the
Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds.
On 1 November, the event, “Do It Yourself DNA” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Customers were invited to spend an evening analyzing their DNA test results. Our
Genealogy Specialist was available to help guide 11 researchers through roadblocks and assisted with
answering questions as attendees conducted their own DNA analysis.
On 7 November and 21 November, the event, “Introduction to Pilates for Adults” was hosted at the West
Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Customers exercised their way to fitness in this
introduction to Pilates class. Learning simple moves that worked muscles, help alignment, and encourage
flexibility was a great start for the 11 participants attending these events.
On 7 November, the event, “Celebrate Veteran’s Day” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Expressing gratitude, 26 of our customers helped us celebrate, honor, and learn more
about our nation’s military heroes. Attendees also participated in fun activities and crafts to share
appreciation for our veterans by creating cards that were distributed to our military heroes.
On 9 November, the event, “Thankful Hands” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. With 16 in attendance, preschoolers and parents celebrated the fall season with
interactive stations and got created while crafting to share their gratitude.
On 9 November, West Oaks staff represented the Library the event, “Finding the Birth Parents: Who
were the biological parents of Pansy McGee” at the Cooper Memorial Library in Clermont. An audience
of 52 members of the Pathfinders Genealogical Society, learned about conducting genealogy and family
history research.
On 11 November, the event, “Move Like an Animal” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. Customers were invited to get hands-on with Skeletons: Animals Unveiled!
Attendees observed skeletal features that defined a particular type of movement, and then mimicked the
different types of animal locomotion. An audience 14 participated.
On 14 November and 28 November, the event, “Storytime for Grownups!” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. There was something for every one of the 28 customers attending
these high-energy, entertaining grown up story time events that are presented by our talented library
storytellers.
On 14 November, the event, “Newspaper Forts” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. With excitement, 26 eager customers learned how to design and build newspaper
forts that they could play in! The whole family was invited to participate!
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On 15 November, West Oaks staff represented the Library the event, “Citrus Elementary Teach In”
annual celebration. Sharing information on Library resources and services to 103 faculty, staff, and
students.
On 15 November, the event, “DNA and Genealogy: An Introduction” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. An audience of 17 novice genealogy researchers learned the
basics of genetic genealogy and how DNA testing can supplement traditional genealogical research.
On 15 November, the event, “Exploring DNA Websites” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. An audience of 17 explored three of the DNA testing company’s websites:
Ancestry DNA, FamilyTreeDNA, and 23andme.
On 15 November, the event, “Using Gedmatch.com - to Further Explore Your DNA Test Results” was
hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Since Gedmatch.com is a free website
for people who have already tested their autosomal DNA for genealogical purposes, 16 genealogy
researchers joined us to learn how to navigate the website and see how Gedmatch.com tools can help
further analyze DNA and connect researchers with matched results.
On 16 November the event, “Little Chef: Pumpkin Patch” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. You're never too young to get your start in the kitchen! Parents were encouraged
to bring their little one to learn cooking skills such as kitchen safety, layering, measuring, smearing,
tasting and presentation while interacting with a delicious recipe. This class was a Mommy or Daddy and
me event and was attended by 23 customers.
On 19 November, the event, “Literacy & Locomotion” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. On a lazy Sunday afternoon, 13 preschoolers and parents joined us to learn by
playing as we weaved early literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs, rhythm and dance.
On 20 November, the event, “West Orange Homeschoolers Board Games” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. With 17 in attendance, parents and children participated playing
educational board games and learning about library resources.
On 25 the event, “Paws to Read”, was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy
Center and enjoyed by 13 customers and a few furry friends.
On 28 November, the event, “Fantastic Foamy Fountain!” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. Answering a call for all Chemists to celebrate foamy fountain time, 22 customers
learned how to make your their own foam at this hands on messy science event.
On 30 November, the event, “Writing Workshop with James Ponti” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. An audience of 18 aspiring writers, joined Edgar-award winning writer
James Ponti for a writing workshop for kids and teens that included interactive writing exercises and
writing tips. James Ponti is the author of Framed! and the Dead City trilogy.
On 30 November, the “Central Florida Zoo Checkout Contest” concluded with 57 children checking out
material to receive a coupon to visit the Central Florida Zoo.

Windermere
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On 2 November, “Smash It, Crash It, Launch It” brought 10 children 3 adults to the library to participate
in fun, physics activities like launching a straw from a bottle or catapulting a pomp om ball across the
room using a clothespin.
On 4 November, “Force, Motion, and You” used the story of the three little pigs to teach 6 children 4
adults about force and motion.
On 7 November, 14 children 16 adults created their own edible pumpkin patch with Oreo cookie dirt and
candy corn pumpkins during “Little Chef Pumpkin Patch.”
On 9 November, 12 adults came to the library to learn all about the benefits of drinking tea and the
different types of tea that are offered during the holidays during “Holiday Tea Time.”
On 11 November, everyone’s favorite therapy dog, Rocky, and his friends came to the library for “Angel
Paws to Read” so that 15 children and 7 adults could read stories to canine buddies.
On 14 November, “Storytime with Chick-fil-A” had 13 children and 14 adults and Baby Cow coming to
the library to read some fun stories and work on crafts

•
•
•
•
•
•

On 15 November, two of our wonderful library employees traveled to Independence Elementary School
to read stories to 222 children 9 adults during “Independence Elementary Teach In.”
On 16 November, the 6 children and 4 adults who attended “DIY Dreamcatchers” wont be having any
bad dreams once they hang up their dreamcatchers.
On 18 November, “Mad Science Live: Up, Up, and Away!” introduced 15 children and 13 adults to the
concepts of air and pressure by using balloons, wind bags, and floating balls.
On 20 November, “Gobble, Gobble, Wibble Wobble” overstuffed the library with 26 children 24 adults
who played fun games, like pin the beak on the turkey, and made some cute turkey-themed crafts.
On 23 November, 18 children 9 adults rushed to the library in order to learn a fun, new way to decorate
pumpkins during “How to Marble Pumpkins.”
On 25 November, to celebrate family and all that we are thankful for 7 children and 4 adults came to the
library for “Ohana Means Family Film Fest” to watch the movie Finding Dori.

Winter Garden

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

On 9 November, Nadine Nelson attended the “Manheim Auto Expo” and shared library information with
174 of their staff members.
On 15 November, Several Winter Garden Staff Members participated in Orange County Public Schools
“Teach-In.”
In the morning, Branch Manager, Natalie Houston, shared community helper stories with “Sunridge
Elementary Teach-In” for four kindergarten and three first grade classes, a total of 126 students and
teachers.
Branch Manager, Natalie Houston, participated in “Maxey Elementary’s Teach-In” visiting with three
classes of kindergarten and second graders for a total of 53 students and teachers.
Nadine Nelson visited “Tildenville Elementary Teach-In” sharing a presentation with 88 fourth graders
and teachers.
Customer Service Lead, Janette Ramos, visited “Sadler Elementary Teach-In” with 33 second grade
students and teachers.
All month long kids were able to write a postcard and drop it in our tiny mailbox as part of our
“Character Mailbox: Paw Patrol.” A total of 61 postcards were received this month. The kids return the
following week to pick up a personalized response. Assistant Manager, Stephanie Doane, coordinates this
passive program.
Storytimes are held each Wednesday and Friday morning for three age groups. In November a total of
625 people participated in the sessions.

Library Events
Art & Display
Call for Artists: Celebrating the Genius of Women
Women in the Arts Inc. and the Orange County Library System invite professional female artists to submit
their work to be featured in the upcoming Annual Exhibition Celebrating the Genius of Women, at the
Orlando Public Library in March and April 2018. Finalists chosen from the entries submitted will be eligible
for $2,000 in cash prizes and gallery representation at Baterby’s Art Gallery. Apply online at
womeninthearts.org/art-competition. Submissions must be received by 11 a.m. on Wednesday, January 24.
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive
Orlando Public Library, 1st Floor
On Display Through January
The Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive is a one-way, 11-mile journey through an extraordinary wildlife habitat and
restoration project gaining national attention as a huge destination for birders, wildlife enthusiasts and nature
lovers. The Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive exhibition features a collection of over 40 photographs displaying
some of the resident bird, alligator, cat, turtle and snake species that call Lake Apopka home.

The Color of Magic: The Art of JJ Dennis
Southwest Branch
On Display Through December
This dynamic exhibit focuses on color and features a collection of photographs and mixed-media works that
explore the artist’s perception of reality and love of the fantastical. JJ Dennis’ work has been on display at
galleries and museums throughout Central Florida and Clearwater Beach.
Book Clubs
Central Florida Book Club
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 10:15 a.m.–Noon
Join us on the second Tuesday of each month as we discuss a wide range of books. This month’s title is A
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.
Southwest Book Club: Meet Author Selina Siak Chin Yoke
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 7–8:45 p.m.
Join the Southwest Book Club to meet author Selina Siak Chin Yoke and discuss her Malayan Series: The
Woman Who Breathed Two Worlds (Book 1, 2016) and When the Future Comes Too Soon (Book 2, 2017).
Each book, which can be read independently and in any order, follows a different generation of the Wong
family and tells not only their human story but also the story of the country in which they live, British
Malaya. Ages 18 and up.
Of Malaysian-Chinese heritage, Selina Siak Chin Yoke grew up listening to family stories, knowing that one
day, she would write. After an eclectic life as a physicist, banker and trader in London, the heavens
intervened. In 2009, Chin Yoke was diagnosed with cancer. While recovering, she decided not to delay her
dream of writing any longer. The Woman Who Breathed Two Worlds debuted as an Amazon bestseller in
historical fiction and was named by Goodreads as one of the six best books in the month of its release.
Alafaya Book Club
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 7 p.m.
The Alafaya Book Club’s December selection is The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead. When
Cora, a slave on a Georgia cotton plantation, meets Caesar, he tells her about the Underground Railroad.
They decide to take a terrifying risk and escape, all while relentlessly being chased.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch miércoles, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
jueves, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch martes, 12 de diciembre, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
jueves, 7 y 21 de diciembre, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch martes, 5 de diciembre, 6:30 p.m.
Ven y asiste a la sucursal más cercana a ti para que compartas y discutas poesías, literatura, arte o historia!
Todos son bienvenidos.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, December 7 & 21, 6:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch Tuesday, December 5, 6:30 pm
Join this Spanish-language book club to discuss literature, art, music and more. All are welcome.

Skip the Mall
Shop Local
Looking for the perfect holiday gift?
Check out Gifts & Greetings to find creative and affordable bookish gifts for everyone on your list.
Best of all, our holiday gifts give back.
Proceeds from sales benefit the Friends of the Orange County Library System, a 501(c)3 not-for-profit
organization working hard to enhance the innovative programs and resources that OCLS brings to the
community.
Gift Shop Hours:
Sunday 1:30pm – 4:30pm
Monday – Thursday 11am – 2pm & 4pm -7pm
Friday, 11am–2pm
Saturday, 10am– 5pm
Winter Book Sale at downtown library
Everything 50% Off
Members-Only Preview Sale
Thursday, January 18, 5–7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, January 19 and 20, 10 a.m. –5 p.m.
Sunday, January 21, 1:30 –4:30 p.m.
Enjoy super savings at the Friends of the Orange County Library System Annual Winter Book Sale on the
third floor of the Orlando Public Library. A great selection of fiction and non-fiction, recorded books,
DVDs, CDs and more will be available for half price. A private preview sale for members of the Friends of
the Orange County Library System will be held Thursday, January 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. New members are
welcome to join at the door for $15 annually. Members receive an additional 10% off all purchases.
Children’s – Early Learning
BABY & TODDLER
Baby Bash
Southwest Branch
Friday, December 1, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your baby to our fun series where we will sing, play and work on developing motor skills. Ages 0–2.
Peppermint Pals
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, December 1, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, December 11, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, December 26, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 27, 10 a.m.
They are red and white and sure smell nice! Join us for stories, crafts and activities inspired by sweet
peppermint treats. Ages 2–4.
Chilly Critters
North Orange Branch Friday, December 1, 11 a.m.
Brrr! Who is brrrave enough to live in the cold? Discover chilly animal friends and their snowy homes with
fun stories, crafts and activities. Ages 2–4.
Toddlers G.A.M.E.S.
South Creek Branch Fridays, December 1–29, 1:30 p.m.
A super fun interactive event for toddlers. Growing, active, musical, educational, silly. All towards their
mental and physical development.

SMART Start
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 4, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 6, 10 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 10:30 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.
Join us for hands-on early learning adventures observing science, math and art in a sensory-rich environment.
Dress for a mess. Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 2–4.
Stories & Stretches
Southwest Branch
Monday, December 4, 10:30 a.m.
Calling all little yogis and wiggleworms! Join us for a special movement storytime focusing on motor
development that is filled with stories, songs and fun! Ages 2–5.
Toddler Spill and Fill
Windermere Branch
Monday, December 4, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 13, 10 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Friday, December 15, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, December 28, 10:30 a.m.
Fill, spill, scoop and pour with your toddler at this event full of funnels, cups, a little mess and more!
Ages 2–4.
Party in Your PJs
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 10:15 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 6, 10 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Thursday, December 7, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, December 14, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, December 15, 10:30 a.m.
Come over for an exciting pajama party just for you! Don’t forget to wear your PJs. Get ready for fun with
stories, games and crafts! Shoes required. Ages 2–5.
Bubble Playtime
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 10:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, December 8, 10:30 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, December 15, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, December 21, 11 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, December 23, 10:30 a.m.
Help your child with their motor development skills in this interactive bubble class. Recommended for
toddlers and preschoolers. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
I Spy Winter
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, December 7, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 20, 10 a.m.
Explore a winter wonderland through a story and hands-on activities to warm up your little fingers.
Ages 2–4.
Toddler Fingers, Toes, Hands and Feet!
Chickasaw Branch Friday, December 8, 11 a.m.
Clap and stomp with your toddler at this event filled with a bit of messy art and play. Ages 2–4.
Use Your Hands
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, December 9, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your toddler or preschooler to participate in activities designed to develop their fine motor skills.
Ages 2–6.

Busy Builders
Herndon Branch
Saturday, December 9 & 23, 11 a.m.
Come in and join us for some fun independent play and building activities! Ages 1–6.
Sensory Toys
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.
Get unplugged and join the fun of learning through play with sensory toys. Seating is limited. Registration
recommended. Ages 1–3.
Literacy & Locomotion
Southwest Branch
Monday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.
Help your child learn by playing as we weave early literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs,
rhythm and dance. Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 2–5.
Sticky Toddlers
Windermere Branch Monday, December 11, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, December 17, 2:30 p.m.
Explore all things sticky, from clingy art to gooey explorations, with your toddlers! Come dressed and ready
to get a little sticky. Ages 2–4.
Artsy Toddler
Chickasaw Branch Friday, December 15, 11 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 18, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, December 18, 10:30 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create! Young children will enjoy stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate
art experiences. Registration recommended. Ages 1–3.
Sleepy Bear
Chickasaw Branch Friday, December 22, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 28, 2 p.m.
Let’s have a fun-filled time learning about bear and his hibernating friends. Interact and explore animal
patterns as we snuggle into dreamland. Ages 2–4.
PRESCHOOL
Cuentame un Cuento: Tell Me a Story Bilingual Stories and Fun
Chickasaw Branch Friday, December 1, 11 a.m.
Enjoy bilingual stories and crafts for children. The library provides an interactive storytime in English and
Spanish suitable for speakers of either or both languages. The whole family is welcome.
Countdown to Winter
Washington Park
Friday, December 1, 10:15 a.m.
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 2, 11 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch Monday, December 4, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch Tuesday, December 5, 11 a.m.
Windermere Branch Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 21, 2 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, December 27, 10:30 a.m.
4-3-2-1! Winter is coming soon! Help us get ready for winter with fun stories, activities and crafts starring
some of our favorite cold weather friends. Ages 3–5.

R is for Robot
Orlando Public Library
Monday, December 4, 10:30 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, December 7, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Thursday, December 14, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 14, 2 p.m.
Shapes, sorting and early math concepts will inspire STEM learning for your little one. Robot fun with crafts,
activities and stories. Ages 3–5.
K Ready!
North Orange Branch Mondays, December 4–18, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Wednesdays, December 6–20, 10:30 a.m.
This eight-part series readies preschool children to excel in kindergarten through creative play, cooperative
learning and activities that stimulate the imagination! This series introduces important concepts and skills
that align with the Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds. In order to fully
experience this series, please register and attend all eight sessions. Ages 4–5.
Color Your World
Southeast Branch
Wednesdays, December 6–27, 10 a.m.
Create art with crayons at this weekly event! Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 3–5.
Kids Corner Crafts
North Orange Branch Wednesdays, December 6–27, 11 a.m.
Come to storytime and stay to create a craft to take home! Crafts will relate to the weekly themes presented
by the storytellers. Seating is limited. Registration recommended. Ages 3–5.
Little Chef: Teddy Bear Toast
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 7, 2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Friday, December 8, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, December 18, 10:30 a.m.
You’re never too young to get your start in the kitchen! Kids will learn how to make teddy bear toast for a
healthy kids breakfast or a snack. Bring your little one to learn cooking skills such as kitchen safety, layering,
measuring, smearing, tasting and presentation as you interact with a delicious recipe. This class is a
“Mommy or Daddy and me” event. Space is limited. Registration required. Ages 3–5.
PBS Kids Time!
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 10:30 a.m.
Every month we learn and explore with our favorite PBS characters! Enjoy a story, craft and episode. This
month we’ll learn about math with Peg + Cat! Created in partnership with WUCF, Central Florida’s PBS
Station.
Storybook Yoga
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
Join us for an introduction to yoga with Maggie Mathwich. Learn poses inspired by your favorite picture
books. Registration required. Ages 3–6.
Button Up
North Orange Branch Thursday, December 21, 11 a.m.
Brrr … its cold outside! Be sure to button up before coming to the library. Join us for stories, crafts and
activities all about buttons. Ages 3–5.

Happy Noon Year
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, December 22, 11 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Thursday, December 28, 11 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, December 29, 11 a.m.
Windermere Branch
Saturday, December 30, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, December 30, 2:30 p.m.
Make some noise and ring in the noon year with your little ones! Join us for fun and games with an exciting
countdown at noon. Ages 3–8.
Puffins Climb, Penguins Rhyme
North Orange Branch Friday, December 22, 11 a.m.
Waddle with us up to Iceland and back down to Antarctica. Warm up with cozy stories, chill activities and
cool crafts. Ages 3–5.
Under the Sea
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 23, 11 a.m.
Travel under the sea and discover all the treasures therein with activities, crafts and more. Ages 3–5.
Children’s – 6–12
The CREATE Space
Orlando Public Library
Fridays, December 1 & 15, 3 p.m.
What will you create today? Explore, experiment or be entertained. Ages 6–18.
Construction Toys for Kids
Herndon Branch
Saturdays, December 2 & 16, 2 p.m.
Learn the basics of building and learning with Snap Circuits, K'NEX and Magformers. Ages 6–12.
Handmade Holiday Ornaments
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 2, 2:30 p.m.
Warm up your living spaces with handmade holiday ornaments. Ages 10 and up. Younger children with
caregivers are also welcome.
Let It Snow
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, December 2, 3 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 5 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Monday, December 11, 5 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, December 13, 3:30 p.m.
These winter activities will brighten the season and keep you cool. Ages 6–12.
Southwest Homeschool Club: Tissue Paper Monet
Southwest Branch
Monday, December 4, 1 p.m.
Learn about the famous artist Claude Monet and make a tissue paper painting to take home. Ages 6–12.
Maker Monday
Alafaya Branch
Mondays, December 4–18, 4:30 p.m.
Makerspaces foster learning through hands-on tinkering and play. Discover the maker in you as we complete
challenges, STEM projects and experiments. Ages 8–15. Registration required.

It Doesn’t Snow in Florida
Washington Park Branch
Monday, December 4, 4:30 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, December 7, 4 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Friday, December 8, 3 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, December 16, 2:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Monday, December 18, 5 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 5:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, December 26, 5 p.m.
It may not snow in Florida, but that doesn’t mean we can’t make our own winter fun! Join us to discover,
learn and play with our own version of the mysterious white frozen stuff from up north. Ages 6–12.
How BIG is Big?
South Trail Branch Tuesday, December 5, 4:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 5 p.m.
Come ready to conduct simple investigations with measurement! We will explore concepts like length and
width, heavy or light and more or less. It’s time to find out how BIG is big! Ages 6–12.
Afternoon Art
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 3:30 p.m.
Join us for an art adventure! Learn about a different artist and artistic style each month, then create your own
masterpiece. Ages 6–12.
Writing Workshop with James Ponti
South Trail Branch Wednesday, December 6, 4:30 p.m.
Calling aspiring writers, ages 9–14! Edgar-award winning writer James Ponti presents a writing workshop
for kids and teens with interactive writing exercises and writing tips. Ponti is the author of Framed! and the
Dead City Trilogy. Ponti has a degree in screenwriting from the University of Southern California and has
written and produced television shows for Nickelodeon, Disney Channel, PBS, History Channel and Golf
Channel. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the
Florida Council on Arts and Culture. Registration required.
Wishing for Winter
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, December 7, 3 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Monday, December 18, 4 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 3:30 p.m.
Celebrate the season with cool activities. Ages 6–12.
Mayor Buddy's Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, December 7, 4:30 p.m.
Join the Mayor Buddy’s Book Club discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share
experiences and have fun. Ages 9–14. This week we are reading Framed! by James Ponti, who will be at the
next celebration on December 13.
Origami Ornaments
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 9, 12:30 p.m.
Learn the art of paper folding and create unique origami decorations! Ages 6–12.
Frosty Florida Crafts
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 9, 1 p.m.
Get crafty for the holidays! Drop-in to celebrate the season with easy projects to gift or keep. Ages 6–12.

Gingerbread House
Southeast Branch
Saturday, December 9, 2 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, December 27, 3:30 p.m.
Looking for something sweet and tasty to do this winter? Bring your building skills and join us for a
gingerbread house decorating program. Registration required. Ages 5–12.
Drop In Chess
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 13, 2 p.m.
Drop in for a game of chess at the library on the third Tuesday of every month! Chess sets are available for
play and rule sheets are provided. All ages.
Mayor Buddy’s Book Club Celebration
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 13, 3:30 p.m.
Join Mayor Buddy’s Book Club to celebrate the completion of our latest book, Framed! by James Ponti.
Meet author James Ponti and get your book signed. Win prizes and be there for the announcement of our
next book club title.
Small World: Australia!
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, December 13, 4:30 p.m.
Travel with us as we explore our planet and discover unique cultures through activities, food, language and
music. This exciting series will focus on a different country each month! Ages 5–14.
Winter Movieland
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, December 14, 4 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, December 14, 4 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Friday, December 22, 10:30 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Friday, December 22, 2 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Friday, December 22, 3 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Tuesday–Friday, December 26–29, 10:30 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, December 26, 10:30 a.m.
South Trail Branch
Tuesday–Thursday, December 26–28, 2 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Tuesday – Thursday, December 26–28, 3 p.m.
Enjoy a kid friendly film fest that celebrates families of all shapes and sizes. All ages.
Cookie Decorating
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Monday, December 18, 5 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, December 22, 10:30 a.m.
Frosting, sprinkles, candy and cookies … what more could you want?! Stop in and express your creativity by
decorating a sugary treat. Enjoy the best part of all, eating it! Ages 6–18.
Cookies & Milk with a Cop
North Orange Branch
Saturday, December 16, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your kids to meet our local police officers for cookies and milk! This will be a great time to interact
with officers in a fun and informative environment. Ages 6–12. Sponsored in part by the Apopka Police
Department and Oerther McDonald’s.
Talk Like a Pirate
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 5 p.m.
Celebrate this infamous group with fun pirate-related activities and learn some new pirate lingo. Ages 6–12.

Book Bingo
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 6 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 3:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 23, 1 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Wednesday, December 27, 2 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, December 27, 4:30 p.m.
Bingo! Celebrate back-to-school by playing bingo. You could win a book to take home. Ages 6–12.
Painting with Scissors
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 3:30 p.m.
Learn about famous artist, Henri Matisse, and create your own bold and colorful work of art inspired by his
cut paper technique. Ages 6–12.
Cool to Do – Last Minute Gifts
Edgewater Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 4 p.m.
Looking for some last minute gift ideas or just love handmade gifts from the heart? Bring the kids to the
Edgewater Branch to create some last minute gifts. Ages 6–12.
STEM Club
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 6 p.m.
Come and join us as we have fun with science experiments and building technology with K'NEX, Snap
Circuits, littleBits and so much more! Ages 6–12.
Cars 3 Movie Screening
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 23, 2:30 p.m.
Zoom in for a free screening of Cars 3 and a snack. All ages.
Noon Year’s Celebration
Southwest Branch
Friday, December 29, 11:15 a.m.
Join us for our very own children's version of New Year's Eve. The fun will include making crafts, noise
makers, yummy treats, New Year’s resolutions and counting down to NOON with a balloon drop finale!
Angel Paws to Read
Sign up to practice your reading skills by reading aloud to a lovable, furry listener. Be An Angel Therapy
Dogs Ministry presents this reading program for children with certified therapy dogs. Meet these pups at
multiple locations.
Children’s – Contest
Check It Out: Marvel Universe Live
All Locations: December 1–27
Enter for a chance to win a family four-pack of tickets! Check out FIVE items with your juvenile library card
December 1–27, and enter for a chance to win a family four-pack of tickets to see Marvel Universe Live
from January 12–15 at the Amway Center!
This drawing is only for OCLS juvenile cardholders (0–17 years) with a regular, property owner or fee card
in good standing. In-person check out only. Vouchers will not be mailed. Not valid for previous checkouts,
home delivery or electronic book downloads. Each library location will award one 4-pack of tickets. Winners
will be drawn and notified by January 2. Vouchers must be picked up by January 6 or an alternate winner
will be chosen. Vouchers are good for any performance from January 12–15 and can be exchanged for tickets
at the Amway Box Office.

Cuisine Corner Junior
Cuisine Corner Junior: Gingerbread Cookie Workshop
South Creek Branch
Saturday, December 9, 2:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, December 11, 3:15 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 4 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 16, 1 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesday, December 19, 6 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 4:30 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 4:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Saturday, December 23, 11 a.m.
Run, run as fast as you can to catch the gingerbread man! Decorate a famous holiday treat in this month’s
Cuisine Corner Junior event. Registration required. Ages 8–18.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Melted Snowman Bark
North Orange Branch Wednesday, December 13, 5:30 p.m.
Learn and create a winter-inspired treat to celebrate the season and enjoy a sweet dessert. Registration
recommended. Ages 8–18.
Language Learning
Did you know you can take free language-learning classes at the library? Attend an ESOL workshop or
practice learning a new language at one of our Open Language Labs. To view dates, locations and times, visit
ocls.info/events, explore online learning opportunities at ocls.info/language or view our learning English
workshops at ocls.info/ESOL.
Open Language Lab Including ESOL
Various Locations
Explore and learn English or another language of your choice via computer-based learning in an Open
Language Lab. Choose from ELLIS, Mango Languages or Rocket Languages. Please check the calendar for
language-learning opportunities, dates and times at your local branch.
Learn English at the Library
libguides.ocls.info/englishocls
Explore and learn English in a classroom-based learning environment with an ESOL instructor.
ESL Professional Series
Southeast Branch
Several courses focusing on interview skills, resume and cover letter writing.
Practice Makes Perfect
Various Locations
Join us each week as an Adult Literacy League certified instructor helps you build your confidence. This
program is presented through partnerships between the Orange County Library System and the Adult
Literacy League Inc.
Speaking Clearly: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Southeast Branch & South Creek Branch
ESOL series focusing on listening comprehension, pronunciation and spoken English.
Writing Clearly: Beginner and Intermediate
Southeast Branch & South Creek Branch
ESOL series focusing on grammar and written English.

Reading Clearly: Beginner and Intermediate
Southeast Branch
An English class designed to work on reading skills and strategies to increase reading comprehension.
Participants must have a basic understanding of English. Even if participants do not speak English well, they
can participate if they understand some English.
English from Zero
Southeast Branch, South Trail Branch, Chickasaw Branch, Hiawassee Branch & Washington Park Branch
ESOL workshops, vocabulary and basic grammar for English learners with no English language skills.
English Conversation Hour
Southeast Branch, Chickasaw Branch & South Creek Branch
Practice your English speaking skills and chat with us.
Improve Your English Reading Workshop
Hiawassee Branch
Wednesdays, December 6–20, 6–8 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Thursdays, December 7 & 14, 1–3 p.m.
Improve your English conversational skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension by reading a
book. This event is presented through a partnership between the Orange County Library System and the
Adult Literacy League Inc. Walk-ins welcome.
Día de Navidad
El sistema de bibliotecas del condado de Orange estará cerrado el domingo, 24 de diciembre y
el lunes, 25 de diciembre debido a la conmemoración del Día de Navidad. El sistema de bibliotecas abrirá en
sus horas regulares el martes, 26 de diciembre.
New Year’s
The Orange County Library System will closed Sunday, December 31 and Monday, January 1. All locations
will resume normal hours on Tuesday, January 2. Happy New Year!
Año Nuevo
El sistema de bibliotecas del condado de Orange estará cerrado el domingo 31, de diciembre y el lunes 1, de
enero debido a la conmemoración del Año Nuevo. El sistema de bibliotecas abrirá en sus horas regulares el
lunes, 2 de enero. ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!
Cuisine Corner
Cuisine Corner: Pastelón
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Saturday, December 2, 11 a.m.
Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira and certified holistic life coach,
will demonstrate how to make Pastelón. This savory Puerto Rican dish consists of layered sweet plantains,
ground beef, sauce and cheese.
Gourmet Hot Chocolate
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Tuesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Ditch the packet and upgrade your hot chocolate with these gourmet twists on a holiday favorite. Library
staff will introduce you to deluxe hot cocoa recipes to keep you warm all winter long.

Holiday Tea Time
South Creek Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, December 14, 7 p.m.
Indulge in some holiday tea blends with Karon Cannon of Tea Craze! Learn about the history, types and
health benefits of drinking tea, as well as some of Karon’s new blends for this holiday season. Enjoy a tea
tasting and tips on brewing the prefect cup of tea! Registration required.
Eating a Variety of Fruits and Vegetables
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, December 9, 11 a.m.
Learn the importance of eating a variety fruits and vegetables and the benefits of including them in your diet.
Presented by the UF/IFAS Extension Orange County. Seats are limited. Registration required.
Food 101: Shellfish
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Wednesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m.
The Food 101 series introduces you to a new topic every month, examining the historical and social
significance of what we eat. In December, learn about different kinds of shellfish and how they’re consumed
around the world. Samples limited. Registration required.
Sugar Shock
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
It’s easy to exceed the recommended amount of sugar intake per day. Ever wonder how much sugar is in
common drinks? Boost your brain power by learning what to look out for and reduce your sugar intake. Seats
are limited. Registration required.
The Perfect Fall Chowder: Hold the Cream, Please!
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Wednesday, December 20, 6:15 p.m.
Chef Jenn of dajeneats.com demonstrates how to make a creamy, dreamy roasted corn chowder, perfect for
fall. Skip the dairy, but not the flavor! Space is limited. Registration required.
Cuisine Corner: Holiday Appetizers, Vietnamese bánh mì
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Thursday, December 21, 6:30 p.m.
Local chef and author Ha Roda shares tips on making Vietnamese bánh mì (sandwiches) for a fun holiday
appetizer. Stop by for a demonstration on making Vietnamese bánh mì and tasty samples. Registration
required.
Genealogy
Exploring DNA Websites
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 6 p.m.
Explore three DNA testing companies’ websites: Ancestry DNA, FamilyTreeDNA and 23andme. Learn the
differences between the companies and find out how to navigate each company’s website. Explore
Gedmatch.com for an overview of the tools they provide to help you analyze your DNA test results.
Discovering U.S. Census Records
Washington Park Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 6 p.m.
The United States Federal Census has been conducted every 10 years beginning in 1790. Learn what
information is contained in each of the censuses and discover how to use all of the various bits of information
from the census as clues to further your research.

Using Gedmatch.com to Further Explore Your DNA Test Results
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 p.m.
Gedmatch.com is a free website for people who have already tested their autosomal DNA for genealogical
purposes. Learn to navigate the website and see how their tools can help you further analyze your DNA and
connect with your match results.
Do It Yourself DNA Research
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 6:30 p.m.
Spend an evening analyzing your DNA test results. Our Genealogy Specialist will be available to help guide
you through roadblocks and assist with answering questions as you conduct your own DNA analysis. You
will need to bring your own laptop or mobile device to access your results online.
NGSQ Study Group
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m.
Interested in furthering your genealogical research skills? Then the NGSQ Study Group is for you! Each
month we will study and discuss one article from the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, focusing on
the genealogical techniques presented. The NGSQ is available at the West Oaks Branch. December’s article
will be B. Darrell Jackson, “Logic for Genealogists,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 105 (March
2017): 31–42.
Organizing Your Family History Research
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 14, 11 a.m.
Whether you are just beginning your family history quest or are a seasoned researcher who is buried under
papers and artifacts, learn how to organize your genealogy documents and do your research in a systematic
manner.
Connecting with Cousins: Exploring Your atDNA Test Results
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 6:30 p.m.
If you have received your autosomal DNA test results and are wondering what to do next then this program
is exactly what you need. Join us as we explore the best way to begin analyzing and working with your DNA
matches. Learn pitfalls that you need to watch out for and discover how to make your DNA work for you.
Researching Your Family History Online
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 21, 11 a.m.
Learn how to best utilize the Internet for your family history research. Discover what is and what isn't online.
Become familiar with the leading genealogy websites as well as some lesser known gems and how to search
and locate websites that relate to your family history research.
Genealogy Research Writing Formats
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, December 27, 6:30 p.m.
Befuddled about the different elements of the genealogical writing process? Learn how to write research
reports as you actively research. Discover the difference between a compiled genealogy, narrative genealogy,
narrative lineage and narrative pedigree. Explore proof summaries and proof arguments.
Library Events
Yoga for Stress Relief
Southwest Branch
Saturday, December 2, 2:30 p.m.
Breathe, stretch and get centered with a stress-relieving yoga practice designed to relax the body and calm
the mind led by Jen Larsen, certified yoga instructor. Focus on deep breathing and correct alignment, moving
through a sequence of poses appropriate even for the newest beginner. No prior yoga experience needed.
Wear comfortable clothing and shoes allowing for freedom of movement. Yoga mat/towel encouraged.
Registration required. Ages 15 and up.

Orlando Public Library Pokémon League
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room
Sundays, December 3 & 17, 3 p.m.
Calling all trainers! Join the official Orlando Public Library Pokémon League. Battle for fun or for glory
with the Pokémon Trading Card Game, Pokémon video games and even Pokkén Tournament. Earn cool
prizes, meet other trainers and have fun. Trainers of all ages and skill levels welcome.
CareerSource Central Florida
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 4, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, December 11, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, December 11, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, December 18, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Monday, December 18, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Come spend time with the experts from CareerSource Central Florida to explore the services they provide
and get connected to employment opportunities using career counseling, skill development, workshops and
more.
Bullet Journaling
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Monday, December 4 & 11, 6:30 p.m.
Mark the conclusion of our five-week Bullet Journaling series in your notebooks! The Bullet Journal is a
customizable organization system, created by Ryder Carroll. Join us on December 4 as we cover migration,
and again on December 11 where we will wrap-up the series with an overall review. Attendees are
encouraged to bring a pen and notebook.
Gaining Financial Control of Your Divorce
Herndon Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Before making any financial decisions regarding your divorce, become aware of potential pitfalls and learn
the smart questions you should be asking. Learn how all assets are not created equal and how taxes affect
your settlement. It is crucial you get the right information to successfully navigate your finances both preand post-divorce.
Health Insurance Marketplace Enrollment Assistance
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesdays, December 5 & 12, 4–8:30 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Thursdays, December 7 & 14, 2–8 p.m.
Don’t miss the 2018 Open Enrollment, when you can enroll in a health insurance plan. Certified Navigators
will be providing Free Enrollment Appointments. The Open Enrollment Period for 2018 ends December 15,
2017. Appointments can be made online by visiting CoveringCFL.net or calling 877-564-5031.
Yoga for Every Body
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Wednesday, December 6, 6:30 p.m.
Join us for an introductory yoga class designed to work on the basics in a safe and comfortable setting. Yoga
uses postures, called asanas, and conscious breathing to develop awareness of the body, build strength and
flexibility, and provide relaxation. Participants should wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat or
towel and a bottle of water. You don’t have to be able to touch your toes, you just have to be willing to try!
Craft Club
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 7 p.m.
Arts and crafts aren't just for kids! Release your inner child and come to adult crafting. This month, join us to
learn how to make Kanzashi folded fabric flowers.

Are You Grant Ready?
Hiawassee Branch
Thursday, December 7, 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.
This workshop will prepare you on the ins and outs of reading, understanding and writing a grant. Topics
range from incorporating with the State of Florida, getting your EIN number, Dun and Bradstreet number,
city and county license and more! You will learn about financial responsibility, donations, marketing, leasing
or buying commercial real estate, successfully running your business and/or your non-profit organization and
retirement planning. Space is limited.
Plant Clinic
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, December 7, 2–4 p.m.
Bring your plants, get your soil pH tested and ask questions! Master Gardener Volunteers from the UF/IFAS
Orange County Extension Office will be available to answer your gardening questions and to assess any
plant issues.
First Time Home Buyer Workshop
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, December 9, 10:15 a.m.–4:45 p.m.
Learn about the home-buying process from start to finish in this first-time home buyer class presented by
Operation HOPE Inc. Attendees will receive a certificate that meets the requirements for both Orange County
and State of Florida Down Payment Assistance Programs. Operation HOPE Inc. is a nonprofit HUD
Certified Housing Counseling Agency.
Human Library™ Orlando
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, December 9, 1–4 p.m.
Join us for an open dialogue among community members aiming to foster a better understanding within our
community. Volunteers with different backgrounds will act as books that you as a reader can check out.
Launched in Denmark, the Human Library™ was designed to challenge stereotypes through positive
dialogue. Ages 18 and up.
Bullet Journaling
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, December 9, 2–4 p.m.
Love to make lists, use colorful pens, scrapbook and stay organized? Then Bullet Journaling is for you!
Learn how to create your own customized Bullet Journal at this fun and creative program.
Creative Coloring for Adults
Hiawassee Branch
Monday, December 11, 6–8 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, December 16, 3 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 18, 7 p.m.
Coloring is a great way to relax and unwind while channeling your inner child. Join us for a fun time of
creating and coloring. All supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring your favorite colored pencils or
markers. Ages 18 and up.
Stress Buster Coloring
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, December 13, 10:15–11:30 a.m.
Life got you stressed? Unwind at the Library. Turn off your phone, unplug your computer and join us for an
hour of stress-busting coloring for adults. All supplies provided. Ages 18 and up. Some supplies provided by
Community School of the Arts program sponsored by Women in the Arts Inc., in partnership with the
Orange County Library System.
Mindfulness to Improve Concentration & Decrease Hyperactivity
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, December 16, 10:30 a.m.
Learn the foundations of mindfulness and what it means to be present. We’ll practice fun, mindful awareness
exercises to help train attention, strengthen focus, and settle the body and mind. This event is recommended
for parents and kids ages 6–12.

Savvy Savers
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, December 16, 1–3 p.m.
Save money this holiday season! Become a savvy saver by sharing coupons and savings tips at this monthly
meeting.
The Ghost Society
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sunday, December 17, 2 p.m.
The Ghost Society is an open forum hosted by The Beyond Investigators paranormal team. Come share your
personal experiences, learn what’s new in the field and discuss books and shows in a casual and fun
atmosphere. Join us every third Sunday of the month as we explore this interesting field.
Paint the Perfect Gift for Yourself
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, December 20, 10:15–11:30 a.m.
What do you want most for the holiday/winter season? This creative art project allows you to “paint up” the
perfect gift for yourself. Part of the Healing Arts Series at Southwest Branch. All supplies provided. No
painting or art experience needed. Supplies are limited. Registration required. Ages 18 and up.
Melrose Center
Merry Makers
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Thursdays, December 7–28, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Make yourself merry this month at the Fab Lab. This class combines Fab Lab electronics with basic crafting
and participants will leave with a festive decorative item they have created. This family friendly class
features a different project every week. Basic computer skills and experience with a Windows operating
system are required. Children under 11 must be accompanied by an adult.
Melrose in the Mix: Weston Howard
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Sunday, December 3, 3:30 p.m.
Join us in the Melrose Center Audio Studio for a unique live recording session featuring the talented
alternative-folk musician Weston Howard. Seating is limited. Registration required.
Melrose Meetups: Creative Community Meetup
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Wednesday, December 6, 5:30–7 p.m.
Collaborate and network with other digital media creatives in Central Florida. Bring your portfolios, business
cards and flyers to share. Hobbyists, enthusiasts and self-starters of all skill levels are encouraged to attend.
This meetup is hosted by Melrose Staff, including Audio, Design, Photo and Video instructors, to bring
creatives from different fields together.
Holiday Family Photos
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturday, December 9, Noon–3 p.m.
The holiday season is here! Melrose Center staff would like to invite families and groups to have their
holiday-themed portraits taken in the Photo Studio. Come photo-ready and we will have the studio ready for
your group photos.
YouTube Live Production for Families
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Wednesday, December 27, 1–4 p.m.
Does your child show interest in becoming a YouTube vlogger, but you don’t know where to begin with
helping them get started? Team up with your child in this three-hour video production workshop to get a
jump start on your first YouTube channel video. Parent/Guardian must sign up with at least one child. Ages 6
and up.

Music in the Library
A Musical Journey Through Florida
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, December 2, 11 a.m.
Chris Kahl will take audiences on a “Musical Journey Through Florida” with a folk-style performance
highlighting key aspects in Florida history. This all-ages show features original songs and stories that cover a
wealth of Florida history, characters and folklore.
Sean Gaskell Features the West African Kora
Orlando Public Library
Sunday, December 3, 2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Saturday, December 9, 2 p.m.
Sean Gaskell will perform on the Kora, an ancient 21-stringed harp from West Africa. Gaskell’s
performances will feature traditional songs that are the heart and soul of the Kora’s musical repertoire, in
addition to some of his own personal compositions. Gaskell has mesmerized audiences across the U.S., The
Gambia and Senegal with his heartrending performances. Gaskell studied the Kora under the instruction of
Malamini Jobarteh and Moriba Kuyateh throughout multiple visits to Brikama, The Gambia.
Marie M. Loeffler Solo Handbell Artist
Orlando Public Library
Sunday, December 10, 2 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Sunday, December 17, 2 p.m.
Enjoy a concert of inspiring music performed by solo handbell artist Marie M. Loeffler. The delightful
stories behind the songs are combined with amusing bell facts and techniques in this engaging musical
program.
Mark Looney, Pianist/Composer
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Friday, December 15, 12 p.m.
Enjoy a selection of holiday music performed by pianist/composer Mr. Mark Looney. Mr. Looney will
perform arrangements from his most recent holiday album Reflections of Christmas.
Next Chapter
Storytime for Grownups!
Chickasaw Branch Mondays, December 4 & 18, 2 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Tuesdays, December 5, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesdays, December 12 & 19, 2 p.m.
South Trail Branch Wednesdays, December 13, 2 p.m.
Why should kids have all the fun? Come to the library and enjoy a story or activity as our talented library
storytellers entertain ages 18 and up! Each branch will have a unique storytime. Be sure to check out your
local branch for unique event details.
Sailing Into Your Senior Years
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, December 6, 2 p.m.
Elder law attorney, Geoff Hoatson, teaches you how to make your golden years a delightfully smooth cruise!
Set a course for preservation – you'll learn how to protect yourself and everything you hold dear from
guardianship, probate and long-term care facilities.
Aging in Place
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, December 7, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Is it your goal to live in your own house and community as you age? Senior experts will provide information
and education on what type of services are available for you to consider while you age in place. This event is
part of the ongoing Smarter Senior Seminar Series presented by Mike Flahaven, E-Pro, SFR and Certified
Senior Housing Professional.

Community Resources for Elders
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, December 21, 12:10 p.m.
“Elder resources” sounds like a simple phrase. Yet, the network of services is incredibly complex ranging
from in-home support services, special medical assessment centers, adult day and more. You’ll walk away
with a list of great resources! This seminar is part of the LIFE Information for Elders series presented by the
Orange County’s Commission on Aging. A small lunch is provided to the first 50 people to RSVP.
Introduction to Pilates for Adults
Southeast Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 2:00 p.m. & Tuesday, December 19, 2:00 p.m.
Exercise your way to fitness in this introduction to Pilates class. You will learn simple moves that will work
your muscles, help alignment and encourage flexibility. Comfortable exercise or loose fitting clothing
required, yoga mats encouraged. Registration recommended. You are welcome to attend multiple classes.

Star Wars Week at Alafaya
Maker Monday: Star Wars
Alafaya Branch
Monday, December 11, 4:30 p.m.
Maker spaces foster learning through hands-on tinkering and play. Discover the maker in you as we complete
challenges, STEM projects and experiments in this special Star Wars themed program. Ages 8–15.
Registration required.
Jedi Training Academy
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 4:30 p.m.
Is the Force strong with you? Find out at the Jedi Training Academy! We will work on proper training
protocols, practice our Force skills and leave with a craft. Ages 6–12. Registration required.
Star Wars Trivia
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, December 13, 6 p.m.
Test your knowledge of all things Star Wars. This is a family event where everyone can work together and
have fun. All ages.
Star Wars: The Force Awakens Movie
Alafaya Branch
Friday, December 15, 2–4:30 p.m.
Get ready for the new Star Wars movie by watching The Force Awakens. This movie is PG-13.
Star Wars Celebration
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Join us at the Alafaya Library for an all day Star Wars celebration! Visit Mos Eisley Cantina to watch Star
Wars movies on the big screen and for a galactic storytime with the last Jedi herself. In between the
entertainment, travel to the Niima Outpost for crafts and snacks throughout the day. These events are for all
ages, so we hope to see both Padawans and full Jedi alike. May the Force be with you all.
Other Star Wars Events
Star Wars Rebel Outpost
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 6 p.m.
Come join us at the coolest cantina this side of the galaxy. Enjoy snacks and create crafts inspired by the Star
Wars universe. Ages 6–12.
Movie Screening: Star Wars: The Force Awakens
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, December 14, 11 a.m.
Prepare for the release of Star Wars Episode VIII: The Last Jedi on December 15th by watching Episode VII:
The Force Awakens.

Star Wars Party!
South Creek Branch Saturday, December 16, 2:30 p.m.
Attention Jedi Knights, Sith Lords and all other galactic beings! You are invited to a Star Wars party that will
be cooler than Hoth and hotter than Tatooine. Wear your Star Wars costume and enjoy crafts, movies, snacks
and more! Ages 6–12.
Star Wars: The Return of BB-8 and R2-D2
Southeast Branch
Saturday, December 16, 3 p.m.
Do you sense the force? Get into gear with galactic games and activities that celebrate the Star Wars
Universe. Costumes welcome! Registration required.
Technology Highlights
Hour of Code
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, December 9, 2–4 p.m.
Join the largest learning event in history. Play interactive games, complete self-guided code challenges, take
hands-on classes in introductory programing and check out exhibits by local programmers and coding
companies.
Ready, Set, Code!
Join the club that codes! In this nine-week club for ages 9–12, you can design your own robots, mobile apps,
websites and video games from your first concept to writing the code that brings it to life. Ready, Set, Code!
Clubs will meet weekly starting January 28, 2018 at participating locations.
Your Smart Home
Visit the Orlando Public Library to discover some of the latest gadgets and hot devices this gift-giving
season! Learn about the latest home automation gadgets. Control appliances, change the temperature in a
room or even see who is at the door with the touch of a button or your voice. Check out our assortment of
gadgets and share your own projects with others.
Game Design Pro
Washington Park Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 6 p.m.
Gain skills like the pros! Collaboratively design a physical game using a microcomputer with software and
hardware programming. Hosted by TechPays Foundation, aiming to provide computer science and
technology scholarships to underserved boys of color ages 7–18. Space is limited. Registration required.
Join the Force!
It’s Star Wars Week at the Alafaya Branch! Channel your inner Jedi at one of these Star Wars themed
technology classes. Take a technology class, you will.
WhizKids: Create Animated GIFs (Ages 9–12)
WhizKids: Coloring with Photoshop (Ages 6–8)
WhizKids: Make Pop-Up Cards (Ages 6–8)
Adobe Photoshop Fundamentals
WhizKids: Basic Coding Ages (9–12)
Adobe Illustrator Fundamentals

Monday December 11, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 13, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 14, 4:30 p.m.
Friday, December 15, 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 16, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 16, 1:00 p.m.

WhizKids: Write a Letter to Santa
Inspire your child to develop a passion for writing. Students will type text and insert graphics in a basic letter
while enhancing their typing skills. They will learn the parts of a letter and use common editing tools in
Microsoft Word to illustrate creative writing techniques. Ages 6–8.

WhizKids: Create a Holiday Greeting Card
Custom design your greeting cards with graphics and text. Become familiar with the Publisher environment,
explore pre-defined templates and formatting options. Ages 6–8.
WhizKids: Create a Holiday Greeting Card
Custom design your greeting cards with graphics and text. Become familiar with the Publisher environment,
explore pre-defined templates and formatting options. Ages 9–12.
Create a Holiday Slideshow
Amaze your family and friends. Create a digital photo album for the holidays. Learn to insert images, movie
files and music clips. Add slide transitions and custom timings using Microsoft PowerPoint.
Sewing: Holiday Stockings
Stockings are a must-have for the holidays. Use a simple pattern and your imagination to create a custom
stocking for yourself or as a gift. Learn some basic lining and cuff sewing techniques.
Sewing: Holiday Quilt Panel
Create a quilted picture perfect for the holidays. Learn to topstitch a beautiful preprinted panel and make it
pop with dimension.
Holiday Gift Bags
It’s Sew Easy Camp: Holiday Stockings
Orlando Public Library
Stockings are a must-have for the holidays. Use a simple pattern and your imaginations to create a custom
stocking for yourself or as a gift. We will teach you everything you need to know to start sewing like a pro.
Learn to sew a holiday stocking from start to finish with fabric of your choice and professional sewing
machines in this three-day camp. Each session will be two hours. Ages 11–17. Students are required to wear
closed-toe shoes to this camp. Supported by the City of Orlando Mayor’s Matching Grant.
Create a Holiday Flyer
Design an eye-catching flyer with graphic and text. Take a deep dive into the world of desktop publishing
using Microsoft Publisher.
Create a Holiday Greeting Card Using Publisher
Custom design your greeting cards with graphics and text. Become familiar with the Publisher environment,
explore pre-defined templates and formatting options.
Teen Clubs
Mayor Buddy's Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, December 7, 4:30 p.m.
Join the Mayor Buddy’s Book Club discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share
experiences and have fun. Ages 9–14. This month we are reading Framed! by James Ponti, who will be at
the next celebration on December 13.
Teen Library Corps
All Locations
Volunteer with the Teen Library Corps and give back a little “TLC” to your library and your community.
Plan programs, help out at events, give suggestions for teen services, meet new people and earn community
service hours for school. If you are between the ages of 13–18 and love to have fun, join TLC today!
Gaming at the Library!
If you love gaming like we love gaming, come get your game on at the library! Join us for action-packed fun
at multiple locations

Teen / Tween Events
Teen Art Adventures: Colorburst Coasters
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 2, 1 p.m.
Use sharpies and rubbing alcohol to create colorful designs on tile that can be transformed into a lovely
coaster. Ages 11–18.
Game Changer Afterschool Adventures
Orlando Public Library
Mondays–Thursdays, December 4–21, 4–6 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Mondays–Thursdays, December 4–21, 4–6 p.m.
Gaming and homework help collide at the library. Complete your homework with the help of a tutor, and
then join your peers for an awesome adventure playing Dungeons and Dragons. Sharpen your pencils and
swords, because you've never had homework and writing help like this before!
Candy Land Live!
Chickasaw Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 3:30 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Sunday, December 10, 2 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 23, 3 p.m.
Calling all Giggly Gumdrops & Cutie Cones for a life-size Candy Land game! Choose your character and let
your imagination soar as you make your way down a magical road of sweet surprises! Ages 11–18.
Coloring Time
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, December 5, 4 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, December 18, 4:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Thursday, December 21, 5 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Saturday, December 30, 2:30 p.m.
Dust off the crayons and markers and see if you can stay within the lines as we channel our childhood and
color! Ages 11–18.
Plastic Bag Print Making
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 6, 2:15 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 4:30 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Wednesday, December 6, 6 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, December 28, 2 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, December 30, 1 p.m.
Let your imagination soar as we create unpredictable and expressive pieces of art by painting with plastic
bags. Ages 11–18.
Writing Workshop with James Ponti
South Trail Branch Wednesday, December 6, 4:30 p.m.
Calling aspiring writers, ages 9–14! Edgar-award winning writer James Ponti presents a writing workshop
for kids and teens with interactive writing exercises and writing tips. Ponti is the author of Framed! and the
Dead City Trilogy. Ponti has a degree in screenwriting from the University of Southern California and has
written and produced television shows for Nickelodeon, Disney Channel, PBS, History Channel and Golf
Channel. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the
Florida Council on Arts and Culture. Registration required.
Summer Style-Winter Party
Washington Park Branch
Monday, December 11, 4:30 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, December 26, 2:30 p.m.
Let’s get together to celebrate this winter season, summer-style! Ages 11–18.

Mayor Buddy’s Book Club Celebration
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, December 13, 3:30 p.m.
Join Mayor Buddy’s Book Club to celebrate the completion of our latest book, Framed! by James Ponti.
Meet author James Ponti and get your book signed. Win prizes and be there for the announcement of our
next book club title.
Winter Break: Holiday DIY Crafts
Eatonville Branch
Monday–Thursday, December 18–21, 4–5:30 p.m.
Get crafty for the holidays! Drop in to celebrate the season with easy projects to gift or keep. Ages 9–18.
Space is limited. Registration required.
Speed-Date with a Book
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, December 22, 2:30 p.m.
Do you love to read but just don’t know what to read next? We will gather some hot titles and you can have a
5 minute date with each. The perfect book is waiting for you. Ages 13–18.
Winter Holiday
Holiday Showcase: Accordion Craze
Eatonville Branch
Saturday, December 2, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, December 9, 2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
Get in the holiday spirit with this lively showcase of holiday music by the Central Florida Accordion Club.
Family Holiday Festival
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, December 2, 1–3 p.m.
Holiday Cheer is here! You are invited to a day filled with fun, photos and food. Bring the whole family to
have a holiday photo taken, make a holiday bracelet and enjoy holiday stories and crafts for the kids. Apple
cider and popcorn will be served while you have the chance to mingle and meet others. Enter to win a
fantastic family prize! Registration required.
Winter Film Festival
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Mondays, December 4–18, 11 a.m.
Join us to watch a few of your favorite festive films celebrating winter holidays!
12/4 – Almost Christmas
12/11 – An American Tail
12/18 – Elf
Holiday Eating With No Regrets
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Thursday, December 7, 6:30 p.m.
Evelyn Redcross, of Evelyn's TO GO, will share how you can stick to your eating plan while enjoying
holiday meals. Learn to maintain a healthy balance during all the holiday meals by making healthy dishes
that everyone will love, pacing yourself to avoid over eating and resisting temptations while still
participating.
Glamour Holiday Hair Accessory Workshop
Washington Park Branch
Saturday, December 9, 11 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Tuesday, December 12, 4 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, December 14, 4 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Saturday, December 16, 11 a.m.
Customize your braided head piece with your choice of hair color, ribbons, jewels and hair glitter to
glamorize your hair for the holidays. GlamourKidsBraids.com will show you how to make these detachable
hair pieces that can be worn as a headband or over your bun. Recommended for ages 7 to 17. Space is
limited. Registration required.

Hark! The Figgy Pudding! The History of Carols
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Thursday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.
This musical program is an interactive storytelling event that uncovers the histories behind the most beloved
carols and songs. What is a “carol” anyway? Who is the true love in The Twelve Days of Christmas? Why
was the song Santa Claus is Coming to Town based on a tragic event? What is a welkin and what does it
have to do with angels harking? Discover the secrets behind Deck the Halls and so much more! Audiences
will be treated to dynamic solos and several chances to sing along during this festive seasonal event.
Lincoln Center at the Movies Presents George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Friday, December 1, noon
Enjoy a screening of George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker performed by the New York City Ballet. This
screening is brought to you by the Lincoln Center.
Dickens Holiday Celebration
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, December 16, 11:30 a.m.
Enjoy some fun and festive holiday songs performed by the Orlando Dickens Carolers.
Writers Corner
Author Events
Meet the Author: Peter Telep
Chickasaw Branch Monday, December 11, 6:30 p.m.
#1 New York Times’ bestselling author Peter Telep has penned over 40 novels and has collaborated with
legendary thriller author Tom Clancy. Peter is also a writing instructor at the University of Central Florida
and loves to share his knowledge with students and fans. Enjoy a discussion about his experiences and his
latest science fiction book series, Doc Harrison. A book sale and signing will follow the event.
Local Author Festival
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, December 17, 2-4 p.m.
Meet and greet local authors at our Local Author Festival. Authors from a variety of genres will share their
experiences and books. Each author will have books available for purchase and signing.
Writers Workshops
Editing and Revising Your Writing
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Saturday, December 2, 2–4 p.m.
You’ve finished the first draft and now have a manuscript you need to polish. How do you do this? Where
are you to start? Is there a difference between editing and revising? Author Valerie Willis will walk you
through those first obstacles, what to expect, how to develop a plan and answer those questions. Let’s get
your manuscript polished and ready, whether you plan on pitching to agents and publishers, or selfpublishing.
Trends in the Children’s Book Market: Rule-breaking, Reinventing and Resisting
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Sunday, December 3, 3–5 p.m.
Lisa Wheeler, author of more than 35 children’s books, will discuss how to navigate trends in the Children’s
Book Market. Learn how to have a long-lived, stable career in the ever-changing world of books for kids.
Presented by the Florida Chapter of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators.
Writers Group
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room
Sunday, December 10, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion and camaraderie. Writers of all genres and experience are
welcome. Please attend one meeting before submitting a piece for critique.
Networking for Writers
South Trail Branch Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
Networking is a great way to learn about the industry, stay motivated and form connections that will enrich
your career. The word may strike fear into writers’ hearts, but networking should also be fun and natural.
Author Sarah Nicolas will provide tips on effective networking, both online and in-person, to help you take
your writing career to the next level.

