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To:

Lisa Franchina, President
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Ted Maines, Trustee
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cc:

The Library Governing Board:
The Honorable Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Chairman of the Library Governing Board,
Members of the Governing Board, Commissioners Betsy VanderLey, Bryan Nelson,
Pete Clarke, Jennifer Thompson, Emily Bonilla, Victoria Siplin, Orange County; and
Ana Palenzuela, City of Orlando.

From:

Mary Anne Hodel, Director

Re:

Library Board of Trustees Meeting

The next meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 12,
2017; Eatonville Branch Library; 200 East Kennedy Boulevard; Eatonville, Florida 32751;
407.835.READ (7323).
If any board member has an item to be brought up for discussion, please call
Milinda Neusaenger prior to the meeting, 407.835.7611.

cc:

Elouise Reddick, Liaison, Nominating Board ~ City of Orlando
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ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
April 12, 2017 ~ 6:30 p.m.
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200 East Kennedy Boulevard
Eatonville, Florida 32751
407.835.READ (7323)
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Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
March 9, 2017
Presentation: Mindspot Strategic Process ~ Lynette Leathers and
Jeanne Campbell of Mindspot
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Call to Order
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Staff Presentation:
 Eatonville Welcome ~ Patrice Florence Walker
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VII.
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Financial Statements and Summaries: March 2017
Statistics and Summaries: March 2017
Action Item:
Main Library Fence Project - Contractor Ranking: Steve Powell

VIII.

Discussion and Possible Action Items
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Director’s Goals FY 2017: 2nd Quarter Update ~ President Lisa Franchina

17-048

Strategic Plan FY 2017: 2nd Quarter Update ~ Trustee Richard Maladecki
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IX.

Information

17-050

Director’s Report

17-051

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items
X.

Adjournment

Next Meeting Dates: --- 6:00 p.m. May 11, 2017 ~ Hiawassee Branch Library; 7391 West Colonial Drive; Orlando, Florida
32818 --- 6:00 p.m. June 8, 2017 ~ Orlando Public Library; 101 East Central Boulevard; Orlando, Florida 32801.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017

Call to Order

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017
Public Comment Policy
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
Public Comment and Conduct of Meetings Policy and Procedures
Effective Date: October 1, 2013 (Approved by the Board of Trustees on September 11, 2013)
Objective: The objective of this policy is to establish standard procedures to ensure an opportunity for broad
public participation in decision-making.
Policy Statement: It is the intent of this policy that the deliberations and actions of the Board of Trustees of the Orange
County Library System (“OCLS”) be conducted and taken openly in order that the public and relevant stakeholders may
be fully informed and intelligently advised as to the conduct of public business by the Board of Trustees.
Definitions: For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall prevail:
1. A “meeting” is a gathering of a quorum of the membership of the Board of Trustees, or any board or commission
of OCLS for the purpose of receiving information relating to public business, or for discussion of public business,
or for official action upon a proposition related to public business.
2. A “regular meeting” is a meeting held pursuant to a schedule of such meetings as approved by a board or
commission to conduct public business or otherwise discuss or act upon matters of public interest.
3. A “special meeting” is any meeting other than a regular meeting held by a board or commission. A “special
meeting” is held for the purpose of addressing matters requiring the immediate attention of a board or commission
or for the purpose of addressing matters which the board or commission has determined are best addressed at a
special meeting. When a special meeting is called, the presiding officer of the board or commission shall
specifically state the purpose of the meeting and the board or commission shall address only those matters for
which the meeting was called.
4. A “board or commission” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS and any other board or commission now
existing or created in the future by the Board of Trustees or OCLS.
5. The “presiding officer” shall mean, in the case of the Board of the Directors the chair and in all other cases shall be
the chair of a particular OCLS board or commission.
6. “Board of Trustees” shall refer to the Board of Trustees of OCLS.
Meetings:
1. Location. All meetings of the Board of Trustees and any other board or commission shall be held in a suitable
location and shall be open to the public as required by law. The only exception to the requirement that meetings be
open to the public shall be an executive session scheduled for those purposes expressly recognized by law.
2. Regular Meetings. The Board of Trustees and the other boards and commissions shall hold regular monthly
meetings as designated by the Board of Trustees or the other boards and commissions.

Public Notice. OCLS shall give public notice of the schedule of meetings and shall state the dates, times and
places for such meetings. Public notice of any special meeting or of any reconvened meeting shall be given before
such meeting. Public notice shall be given by posting the date and time of the meetings on the OCLS website, the
public bulletin boards at all OCLS locations and the Orange County Administration Building. Notice will also be
published in the Orlando Sentinel as required by Section 189.417 of the Florida Statutes.
Conduct of Meetings:
1. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum at all meetings.
2. When considering matters upon which the board or commission will take action the presiding officer shall receive
comments from the public.
3. During any board or commission meeting, board and commission members shall maintain order and decorum.
4. OCLS staff and citizens must be recognized by the presiding officer before speaking or asking questions. The
purpose of this requirement is so that there is order and so that the recording equipment will properly record all
comments made by individuals wishing to comment on a specific subject.
5. All comments must be made from the podium which is located in the OCLS meeting room or by other reasonable
accommodations in any other location in which a board or commission meeting is held, and shall address the
subject of the agenda item. Individuals that appear before any board or commission are required to state their legal
name and their actual address for the public record. The purpose of this requirement is so that they are properly
reflected in any board or commission minutes and are available for future reference.
6. As a board or commission considers consent agenda items, emergency items, items involving official acts that
involve no more than a ministerial act, approval of minutes, ceremonial proclamations and other similar items, the
presiding officer may, at his discretion, or at the direction of a majority of the board or commission, accept
comments from those in attendance.
Public Participation and Comment: In order to comply with Section 286.0114 of the Florida Statutes, OCLS hereby
establishes a Public Comment Policy applicable to all boards and commissions to allow members of the public an
opportunity to address boards and commissions. In addition to public hearings, a special time is hereby set aside at all
board and commission meetings for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions from members of the public. All
comments made during any Public Comment period shall be subject to the following procedures:
1. OCLS allocates up to 30 minutes at the end of each board or commission meeting for citizens who wish to appear
before that board or commission to make a request of that board or commission, voice a complaint or concern,
express an opinion, or for some other type of recognition. The presiding officer will divide the time equally
between all who have signed up to speak; but in no case may a citizen speak longer than three minutes. A Public
Comment period not to exceed 30 minutes will be held during any board or commission meeting. The presiding
officer may permit additional time to a given speaker on a case-by-case basis.
2. Public comments of items listed on the agenda will occur just prior to the Board’s discussion and action of the
agenda item. Public comments of items not listed on the agenda will occur at the end of the meeting agenda.
3. When a board or commission considers matters during a public meeting upon which it will take action, no action
shall be taken until the presiding officer requests and receives comments from the public.
4. Persons who wish to make a statement during the Public Comment period will register on a Notice of Intent to
Speak Form which will be available 30 minutes before the start of the meeting. Information included on the Notice
of Intent to Speak forms will be included in the Board Meeting Minutes and thus become public record. No one
will be allowed to have his or her name placed on the list by telephone request to OCLS staff.
5. Each person who signed up to speak will have up to three minutes to make his or her statement. Speakers will be
acknowledged by the presiding officer in the order which the Notice of Intent to Speak Form was received by the
Board of Trustee’s administrative assistant. Speakers shall address that board or commission from the podium, and

not approach that board or commission or OCLS staff. Speakers will begin their statement by first stating their
legal name and actual address.
6. Statements are to be directed to the board or commission as a whole, and not to individuals. Public comment is not
intended to require a board or commission to provide an answer to the speaker. Discussions between speakers and
members of the audience will not be allowed.
7. Speakers will be courteous in their language and presentation.
8. Only one speaker will be acknowledged at a time. In the event a group of persons supporting or opposing the same
position desires to be heard, in the interest of time, a spokesperson shall be designated to express the group’s
concerns. Likewise, in the event the number of persons wishing to attend the hearing exceeds the capacity of the
meeting place, one or more delegates shall be selected to speak on behalf of each group. If the time period expires
before all persons who have signed up get to speak, those names will be carried over to the next Public Comment
period, or if the presiding officer consents, these comments can be heard at that meeting.
9. Any action on items brought up during the Public Comment period will be at the discretion of that board or
commission. No board or commission will take any action on subject matter for which it has not had the
opportunity to fully investigate and gather complete information.
10. These same rules shall apply to all boards and commissions.
Decorum: The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all meetings.
1. In conducting business, boards and commissions are committed to the principles of civility, honor, and dignity.
Individuals appearing before boards and commission are requested to observe the same principles when making
comments on items and issues presented to a given board or commission for its consideration.
2. Staff members and citizens are required to use proper language when addressing a board or commission or the
audience. Staff members and citizens shall not use profanity or cursing, aggressive or threatening behavior when
addressing the board or commission or other participants. All comments are directed to the presiding officer and
not to individual members of the board or commission or to the audience. No personal verbal attacks toward any
individual will be allowed during the conduct of a board or commission meeting. The presiding officer may have
individual(s) removed from the podium and/or meeting chambers if such conduct persists after a warning has been
issued.
3. All members of a board or commission shall accord the utmost courtesy to each other, staff, and the public
members appearing before the board or commission and shall refrain at all times from rude and derogatory
remarks, reflections as to integrity, abusive comments and statements as to motives and personalities. During
board or commission meetings, cell phones are to be turned off or silenced. Use of cell phones by board or
commission members and staff for talking, texting, emailing or otherwise will not be allowed during meetings
while at the dais, except for emergency communications, research, or during breaks.
Waiver of Rules: The board or commission may, at any time, waive all or a portion of these rules of procedure during the
course of a meeting. Provided however, that any such waiver shall only be done upon a motion and majority approval of
the waiver by members of the board or commission present and voting. Such waivers shall only be granted to insure the
protection of the right of members of the public to be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard before a board or
commission takes official action on a proposition.
Training: Periodic training for Sunshine Law requirements will be scheduled by OCLS for board and commission
members.
Penalties: Any action taken at a meeting not open to the public, whether intentional or unintentional, is void. The law
provides penalties for not complying with the Sunshine Law including criminal penalties, removal from the board
position, fines up to $500, and an award of reasonable attorney’s fees against the board found to have violated the
Sunshine Law.
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017

Approval of Minutes: Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 9, 2017

Draft Pending Approval

MEETING MINUTES
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
March 9, 2017 ~ 6:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
101 East Central Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32801
407.835.READ (7323)
Library Board Present:

Lisa Franchina (3/0); Marucci Guzmán (3/0);
Ted Maines (6/1 - City); Richard Maladecki (3/0);
Wilbert Vancol (2/0 - City)

Administration Present: Mary Anne Hodel; Debbie Moss; Robert Tessier;
Craig Wilkins; Wendi Bost; Debbie Tour; Steve Powell;
Ricardo Viera; Milinda Neusaenger
17-026

I.

Call to Order
President Franchina called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

II.
17-027

III.

Public Comment Policy & Procedures
Approval of Minutes: Library Board of Trustees Meeting ~
February 9, 2017
Trustee Maines, seconded by Trustee Vancol, moved to approve the minutes for the
February 9, 2017 Library Board of Trustees Meeting. Motion carried 5-0.

17-028

IV.

Staff Presentations:
 Fiber Arts in the Library ~ Carolyn McClendon, Vanya Walker &
Michael Sweeney
 Let’s Read Video

17-029

V.

Financial Statements and Summaries: February 2017
Comptroller Tessier briefed the Board regarding the ongoing Basement Underdrain
Project. Brief discussion ensued.

17-030

VI.

Statistics and Summaries: February 2017
Assistant Director Moss reviewed the latest e-newsletter statistics from MailChimp, the
online service that is used to create and disseminate the various library e-newsletters.

17-031

VII.

Action Items: Consent Agenda
Vice President Guzmán, seconded by Trustee Maladecki, moved to approve the items on
the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

17-032

Request to Serve Alcoholic Beverages at an After Hours Event
The Board voted to authorize the serving of alcoholic beverages in accordance with the
Board-approved policy at the Southwest Author Event Series event on April 7, 2017 at
the Southwest Branch Library.

17-033

Wireless Network Equipment Purchase
The Board voted to allow Library staff to execute the purchase of wireless network equipment
from Presidio not to exceed the amount of $110,000.

17-034

VIII.

17-035

IX.

Discussion and Possible Action Items
Information

Draft Pending Approval

17-036

Director’s Report
The Library is working with Mindspot to develop a new strategic plan. They have been
working diligently and meeting with a wide variety of stakeholders. They also created
an online portal so that all staff members were eligible to participate in the process if
they desired. The project began in January and we had our preliminary findings
workshop with Mindspot on March 2.
The Director accompanied four Board Members of the Friends of the Library to
Tallahassee to meet with the Legislators for Library Days.
A group of Melrose staff members have been invited to STEM Day at the Capitol in
Tallahassee, a real honor.
**********************
Trustee Maladecki indicated there is a scheduling conflict with the April 2017 Board
Meeting. Trustee Vancol, seconded by Trustee Maladecki, moved to change the date
and time of the April Board Meeting to April 12, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

17-037

Public Comment: Non-Agenda Items
Martha Lopez Anderson - Orange County Resident and Library Cardholder – spoke to
the Board regarding the need for Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s) in library
facilities.
X.

Adjournment
President Franchina adjourned the meeting at 7:07 p.m.

Next Meeting Dates: 6:30 p.m. April 12, 2017 ~ Eatonville Branch Library; 200 East Kennedy Boulevard; Eatonville,
Florida 32751 --- 6:00 p.m. May 11, 2017 ~ Hiawassee Branch Library; 7391 West Colonial Drive; Orlando, Florida 32818.
Florida Statutes section 286.0105: If any person desires to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at a Library
Board of Trustees meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings; for this purpose, such person may need to ensure
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this
proceeding due to a disability as defined by ADA may arrange for reasonable accommodations by contacting the Director’s
Office on the fifth floor of the Main Library in person or by phone at 407.835.7611 at least two days prior to the meeting.
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Presentation: Mindspot Strategic
Process ~ Lynette Leathers &
Jeanne Campbell of Mindspot
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Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017

Staff Presentation: Eatonville
Welcome
Patrice Florence Walker
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Financial Statements &
Summaries: March 2017

Orange County Library System
Financial Statement Highlights
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017

Operating Fund Revenues & Expenditure Summaries
Salaries & Benefits
Over half of the budget, $22,125,000, represents salaries and benefits. While we are only
halfway through the fiscal year, the trend is that actual spending will be very close to the
budget, or may even exceed it. A key reason for this is the conversion of 42 part time
positions from 24 hour weekly schedules to 32 hour schedules. We increased the hours for
those positions in order to counter the cost of excessive turnover and difficulty in filling 24
hour positions. The Board was given a presentation on this issue at the October Board
meeting. At that time, the estimated annual cost for the conversion of the 42 part time
positions was $285,000. To help offset the additional cost in salaries and benefits, we will
reduce other spending by $200,000.

Investment Performance – Defined Benefit Pension Plan
One of the responsibilities of the Plan Administrators, Mary Anne Hodel, Craig Wilkins,
and Bob Tessier, is to monitor and evaluate the performance of the investment managers.
We do this with the assistance of our investment consultant, Dahab Associates. The
attached was copied from Dahab’s December 31, 2016 Performance Review and shows the
performance for each manager as well as the overall performance of the portfolio. Due to
subpar performance, one of the managers, Jennison, was replaced in January. For the one
and three year periods, the portfolio underperformed the calculated benchmark whereas for
the 5 year period, actual performance exceeded the benchmark.

Retention Ponds – Winter Garden Branch
At the time the Battaglia family donated the land for the Winter Garden Branch, we
entered into a Temporary Drainage Agreement which allowed us to construct our retention
ponds on a portion of their remaining property. The Agreement provided that when the
property to the west of our Branch was developed, our retention ponds would be
eliminated and we would connect to a master pond system. Recently, we were contacted by
an attorney representing M/I Homes, which has purchased the remaining property from the
Battaglia family. The attorney provided a new Drainage Easement and Maintenance
Agreement for our connection to the master pond system for the development to our west.
The new Agreement, which was reviewed and edited by our attorney, has been executed by
both parties. At this point, we do not know the timing of the development of the property
to our west.

Basement Underdrain Project Budget Summary
Budget Category

Project
Budget

Project
Actual

Professional Services

25,000

35,080

Construction Services

1,201,000

547,430

120,000

0

1,346,000

582,510

Contingency
Totals

Additional Costs - Known
Pipe repairs
Void grouting - phase 1
12" Concrete cutting and
excavation - phases 1-3

Additional Costs - Amounts TBD
Geotechnical monitoring

19,000
26,000

work completed
work completed

26,000

Phase 1 completed

Est. at 62,000

in progress

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
Operating Fund
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017

REVENUES
Ad Valorem Taxes
97%

Charges for Services
/ Misc
2%

Fines
1%

EXPENDITURES
Salaries and
Benefits
55%

Library
Materials/
Capital
19%

Operating
26%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND REVENUE SUMMARY
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET
AD VALOREM TAXES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
State and Federal Grants
State Aid

CHARGES FOR SERVICES
Fee Cards
PC Pass ($10 for 7 days)
PC Express ($5 for 1 hour)
Classes
Meeting Rooms
Faxes
Scans
Computer Booklets & Online Book Sales
Ear Buds & Jump Drive
Reference Charges
Bag Sales
Replace Library Cards
Copy & Vending
Special Events

FINES & LOST MATERIALS
MISCELLANEOUS
Investment Earnings
Sales of Surplus Property
Contributions - Friends of Library
Contributions - Others
Grants & Awards
Phone Discount
Miscellaneous

TRANSFER FR PROP APPRAISER
TRANSFER FR TAX COLLECTOR
TOTAL REVENUES

YTD
ACTUAL

(6 months=
50%)

36,471,913

33,992,184

93.2%

0

16,000

0.0%

951,000
951,000

0
16,000

0.0%
1.7%

21,000
7,000
12,000
7,000
40,000
45,000
10,000
0
7,000
1,000
6,000
48,000
220,000
3,000
427,000

10,185
3,219
6,075
2,104
31,063
32,883
13,564
76
2,939
420
2,829
21,520
98,884
423
226,183

48.5%
46.0%
50.6%
30.1%
77.7%
73.1%
135.6%
0.0%
42.0%
42.0%
47.1%
44.8%
44.9%
14.1%
53.0%

700,000

368,493

52.6%

70,000
0
61,000
20,000
0
151,000
20,000
322,000

55,317
870
38,487
32,127
20,067
165,408
96,829
409,107

79.0%
0.0%
63.1%
160.6%
0.0%
109.5%
484.1%
127.1%

20,000
275,000

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

39,166,913

35,011,966

89.4%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND EXPENDITURE SUMMARY
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET
SALARIES & BENEFITS
Salaries
Medicare Taxes
Defined Contribution Pension Plan
Defined Benefit Pension Plan
Money Purchase Pension Plan
Life and Health Insurance (Employees)
Retiree Health Care (OPEB)
Worker's Compensation
Unemployment Compensation
Parking & Bus Passes
OPERATING
Professional Services
Other Contractual Services
Other Contract. Serv.- Janitorial
Training and Travel
Telecommunication
Delivery and Postage
Utilities
Rentals and Leases
Insurance
Repairs and Maintenance
Repairs & Maint. - Hardware/Software
Copying/Printing
Property Appraiser's Fee
Tax Collector's Fee
Supplies
Supplies-Hardware/Software
Memberships
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Building and Improvements
Equipment and Furniture
Hardware/Software
LIBRARY MATERIALS
Materials - Restricted Contributions
Materials - Other
TRANSFER TO CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

YTD
ACTUAL

(6 months=
50%)

15,862,000
230,000
1,190,000

8,083,876
115,398
606,906

51.0%
50.2%
51.0%

873,000
721,000
2,232,000
691,000
87,000
24,000
215,000
22,125,000

436,038
332,685
882,891
345,422
71,815
0
111,118
10,986,149

49.9%
46.1%
39.6%
50.0%
82.5%
0.0%
51.7%
49.7%

240,000
1,575,000
340,000
75,000
300,000
1,038,000
1,030,000
1,115,000
320,000
1,025,000
600,000
200,000
266,000
730,000
520,000
350,000
20,000
9,744,000

140,229
583,483
139,224
24,148
130,971
562,067
347,122
545,884
271,299
514,119
360,597
74,581
196,987
679,844
221,776
62,155
8,514
4,862,998

58.4%
37.0%
40.9%
32.2%
43.7%
54.1%
33.7%
49.0%
84.8%
50.2%
60.1%
37.3%
74.1%
93.1%
42.6%
17.8%
42.6%
49.9%

2,575,000
350,000
700,000
3,625,000

924,405
94,292
62,295
1,080,992

35.9%
26.9%
8.9%
29.8%

3,000
4,750,000
4,753,000

2,499
2,699,858
2,702,357

83.3%
56.8%
56.9%

1,000,000

500,000

50.0%

41,247,000

20,132,495

48.8%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(6 months= 50%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings
Transfer from Operating Fund

8,000
1,000,000

6,127
500,000

76.6%
50.0%

1,008,000

506,127

50.2%

Chickasaw Branch:
Construction
Furniture & Equipment

150,000
100,000

0
0

0.0%
0.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

250,000

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENDITURES

0

0.0%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
SINKING FUND
Six Months Ended March 31, 2017
ANNUAL
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

(6 months= 50%)

REVENUES
Investment Earnings

2,000

987

49.3%

TOTAL REVENUES

2,000

987

49.3%

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - ASSETS
March 31, 2017

ASSETS

Cash on Hand
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments
Accounts Receivable
Due from South Creek Pond Association

15,001
994,265
24,011,081
32,208
61

Inventory

162,025

Prepaids

154,043

Other Assets-Deposits

TOTAL ASSETS

9,715

25,378,400

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
OPERATING FUND
BALANCE SHEET - LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
March 31, 2017
LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Unclaimed Disbursements
Retainage Payable
Accrued Wages Payable
Accrued Sales Tax
Accrued Fax Tax
Due To Friends of the Library
Deferred Revenue
Employee Payroll Deductions:
Vision Plan
Dental Insurance
Daughters of American Revolution
Staff Association
TOTAL LIABILITIES

264,252
16
54,743
526,978
77
487
3,474
27,492
560
1,523
831
1,936
882,368

FUND BALANCE
Nonspendable:
Inventory
Prepaid Items and Deposits
Annetta O'B Walker Trust Fund
A.P. Phillips Memorial Fund
Willis H. Warner Memorial Fund
Perce C. and Mary M. Gullett Memorial Fund
Committed:
Vivian Esch Estate Fund
Edmund L. Murray Estate Fund
Arthur Sondheim Estate Fund
Strategic Plan
Assigned:
Fiscal Year 2017 Budget
Unassigned
Current Year Revenues over Expenditures

162,025
163,758
4,000
100,000
33,712
19,805
44,198
724,689
39,941
4,000,000
2,080,087
2,244,347
14,879,470

TOTAL FUND BALANCE

24,496,031

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE

25,378,400

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
MONTHLY ROLLOVER
March 31, 2017

BALANCE
02/28/17

RECEIPTS

DISBURSE

BALANCE
03/31/17

OPERATING
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

1,353,550

2,841,476

3,200,761

994,265

24,086,436

7,978

83,333

24,011,081

25,439,987

2,849,455

3,284,095

25,005,347

492,181

242

14,433

84,358

3,211,497

84,828

3,225,930

169,186

83,333

3,311,783

186,528

227,996

197,885

216,638

53,000

113,697

113,697

53,000

3,546,092

1,741

3,785,620

343,433

SINKING
Equity in Pooled Investments

492,422

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Equity in Pooled Cash
Equity in Pooled Investments

83,333

15,457
3,296,325

SELF FUNDED HEALTH
Equity in Pooled Cash
Claims Payment Checking Account
Equity in Pooled Investments

3,547,833
311,582

3,817,471

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT
GENERAL POOLED INVESTMENTS
March 31, 2017
INVESTMENT TYPE

DOLLARS

US TREASURY SECURITIES

15,989,153

MONEY MARKET FUNDS
Federated Treasury Obligations Fund
Federated Government Obligations Fund

2,646,298
2,639,849

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT POOLS
Florida Safe
Florida Prime (SBA)

5,033,302
5,039,060

TOTAL

31,347,662

Florida Prime
16%
Florida Safe
16%

Federated
Government
Obligations
Fund
8%

US Treasury
Securities
51%

Federated
Treasury
Obligations
Fund
9%
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Statistics & Summaries:
March 2017

Monthly Report for March 2017
Contacts

Resources Accessed

3%

12%
51%

26%
4% 3%

2017

2016

%
Change

Physical Items Used

627,822

704,603

-10.90%

Database Use

178,000

181,856

-2.12%

Digital Products

51,843

66,781

-22.37%

Digital Downloads

161,051

158,417

1.66%

Computer Services

87,897

93,350

-5.84%

1,106,613

1,205,007

-8.17%

TOTAL

1%
Door count

MAYL Packages

External Web Visits

Questline Calls

Social Media

Electronic Contacts

Door count

Catalog Searches

2017

2016

% change

281,764

337,035

-16.40%

MAYL Packages

36,017

40,806

-11.74%

External Web Visits

129,259

118,219

9.34%

Catalog Searches

554,238

577,995

-4.11%

Questline Calls

8,814

11,073

-20.40%

Social Media

25,859

19,839

30.34%

Electronic Contacts

47,125

22,122

113.02%

1,083,076

1,127,089

-3.91%

TOTAL

57%

16%
8%

Net Promoter Score

5%

14%

Physical Items Used

Database Use

Digital Products

Digital Downloads

Computer Services

100
90
80

Users

70
60
50

2017
2016 % Change
429,976 425,886
0.96%
1.44%
5,224
5,150
66,685 69,663
-4.27%

Active Cards
New Registrations
Transactions

40
30
20
10
0

Mar

90.0%

94.0%

100%

Target Score

97.0%

Prior 6 Month's Average

97.0%

100.0%

100.0%

Mar-17

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

110%

100.0%

Mystery Shopper Scores

97.0%

Feb

100.0%

Jan

100.0%

Dec

100.0%

Nov

100.0%

Oct

79.0%

90%
80%

90%

97.2%

Orlando Public
Library

93.5%

Winter Garden

98.5%

North Orange

91.0%

Hiawassee

96.3%

South Trail

98.0%

Southeast

97.8%

South Creek

100.0%

Questline

99.0%

Chickasaw

99.0%

Herndon

93.7%

West Oaks

94.7%

Edgewater

94.2%

Southwest

99.0%

Eatonville

96.3%

Windermere

100.0%

Alafaya

50%

Washington
Park

60%

98.0%

70%

Digital download circulation records set for March 2017 were new monthly records for Hoopla at 16,704
downloads and OverDrive at 97,918 downloads. Hoopla set a daily download record of 1,035 on March
1, 2017.
The Friends of the Library report 2416 adult volunteer hours for the quarter January – March 2017. For
the same period they report 597 teen hours. Income from all FOL related sales is $31,514.

Events & Classes by Location
Alafaya
7.3%

Southwest
6.0%

Winter
Garden
5.3%

North
Orange
5.0%

Edgewater
3.8%

Chickasaw
7.7%

Washington
Park
2.7%

Herndon
4.2%

Southeast
8.2%

South Trail
2.1%

Other
25.5%

Eatonville
1.8%
Windermere
4.2%

South Creek
8.7%

Hiawassee
1.7%
Online
0.0%

West Oaks
4.9%
Orlando Public Library
26.1%

Event Attendance

Class Attendance

2017

2016

% Change

2017

2016

% Change

Orlando Public Library

7,587

6,478

17.1%

1,298

926

40.2%

South Creek

2,552

5,441

-53.1%

415

438

-5.3%

Southeast

2,330

4,195

-44.5%

469

560

-16.3%

Chickasaw

2,265

3,020

-25.0%

345

485

-28.9%

Alafaya

2,181

7,098

-69.3%

312

419

-25.5%

Southwest

1,796

7,485

-76.0%

259

297

-12.8%

Winter Garden

1,656

1,871

-11.5%

138

194

-28.9%

North Orange

1,435

1,199

19.7%

273

380

-28.2%

West Oaks

1,546

5,277

-70.7%

128

139

-7.9%

Windermere

1,264

1,565

-19.2%

166

159

4.4%

Herndon

1,203

3,035

-60.4%

220

342

-35.7%

Edgewater

1,130

2,428

-53.5%

153

104

47.1%

Washington Park

703

2,393

-70.6%

222

45

393.3%

South Trail

435

329

32.2%

285

152

87.5%

Eatonville

467

556

-16.0%

153

32

378.1%

Hiawassee

379

2,169

-82.5%

206

153

34.6%

Online

-

-

0.0%

9

18

-50.0%

TOTAL

28,929

54,539

-47.0%

5,051

4,843

4.3%

Events are up .10% and attendance is down 52.59% compared to last
year. We offered 1 more event this year with an decrease of 27,872
people in attendance.
*Last year we hosted early voting at 10 library locations from March 1 March 13 with an attendance of 31580. The Southwest Branch served
as a Primary Election site on March 15 and welcomed 268
voters. After removing Voting, programming is up 14.76% and
program attendance is up 18.79% system-wide.
The South Creek Branch hosted a Small Business Expo with 414
attendees. The Watters School of Irish Dancing delighted 157
attendees at the Orlando Public Library with a performance in honor of
St. Patrick's Day.

Events/Class Attendance

2017
3,800
12,665
504
11,960
4,896
33,825

Community Events
Events - Adult
Events - Teen
Events - Children
Technology Classes
TOTAL

2016 % Change
1,538 147.07%
41,404 -69.41%
745 -32.35%
10,852
10.21%
1.09%
4,843
59,382 -43.04%

Socia
Media
15,000
10,000

Good Reads

Foursquare

Pintrest

Instagram

Twitter

14,276

7,448

8,013

9,666

1,592

841

1,416

309

357

253

196

-

1,331

Mar-16

5,000

Mar-17

Facebook

In March we promoted several program initiatives on Facebook and Instagram. Notable attendance standouts were Aviatrix: First Woman Pilot
for Hughes Airwest with 90 attendees. The Sunshine State Series events with author Jackson Pearce were also well attended with 261 attendees
at the Chickasaw Branch, 84 attendees at Alafaya, 57 at Main and 29 attendees for Pearce’s writing workshop. We saw significant growth this
month on the @ocls Instagram account as we focused our efforts on building an engaged audience. We connected with other libraries in an
Instagram Pod to help build each other’s reach and growth on this platform. This month, we gained 162 new followers as a result. We continued
to experiment with Facebook Live further this month as well. We hosted an online-only Cuisine Corner with staff member Sarah F. demonstrating
how to make overnight oats. The video had 16 live viewers, 77 post engagements, 699 unique viewers, and we reached 2,815 people.

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION
Fiscal Year 2013 Through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date
1,190,000
1,155,000
1,120,000
1,085,000
1,050,000
1,015,000
980,000
945,000
910,000
875,000
840,000
805,000

FY 2013

770,000
735,000
700,000

FY 2014

FY 2015

FY 2016

FY 2017

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
CIRCULATION WITH ELECTRONIC STATS

(Circ Stats & Electronic Database Stats ~ 2 months previous)

Fiscal Year 2013 Through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date
1,400,000
1,350,000
1,300,000
1,250,000
1,200,000
FY 2013

1,150,000

FY 2014

1,100,000

FY 2015

1,050,000

FY 2016

1,000,000

FY 2017

950,000

Orange County Library System
Door Counts
Fiscal Year 2013 through Fiscal Year 2017 to Date

FY 2013

FY 2014

FY 2015

445,000
FY 2016

FY 2017

395,000

345,000

295,000

245,000

Orange County Library System
New Customer Registration
Fiscal Year 2013 through Fiscal Year 2017 To Date

7,450
6,950
6,450
5,950
5,450
4,950

FY 2013
FY 2014

4,450
3,950

FY 2015
FY 2016
FY 2017

3 450
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Main Library Fence Project
Contractor Ranking: Steve Powell

General Contractor for Main Library Fence Project
I. ISSUE STATEMENT
A general contractor needs to be selected for the Main Library Fence Project. Board action is needed to
approve the ranking of the three qualified contractors, which submitted responses to the Library's request for
qualifications.
II. BACKGROUND & SUMMARY
A public notice was advertised requesting general contractors to submit their qualifications for construction
services for the Fence Project. The project includes, standard and custom fencing, custom emergency exit
gates, and stairwell lighting upgrades. Florida Statute 255.20(1) outlines the requirements for public
construction projects with a cost greater than $300,000. Owners must competitively award the contract to a
licensed contractor. The competitive award can be done one of two ways: low bid or request for
qualifications in which the public entity ranks the qualified contractors and attempts to negotiate a price
with the number one ranked contractor. The Library has chosen to use the request for qualifications method.
The general process is:
1. Library advertises a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for General Contractor Construction
Services. This RFQ was advertised in the Orlando Sentinel, posted at the Dodge Projects and
Bid Clerk websites and sent to the Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBE) at both
Orange County and the City of Orlando.
2. Contractors submit their qualifications for consideration.
3. Selection Committee, in this case consisting of Bob Tessier, Steve Powell, and a representative
from Rhodes + Brito Architects creates a short list based on which contractors submitted
proposals satisfying the requirements of the RFQ.
4. The Selection Committee interviews each contractor in order for them to present their
qualifications and experience, present a proposed timeline, show cost control strategies, share
their proposed approach to the project and answer any questions.
5. Using criteria listed in the RFQ, Selection Committee ranks the contractors.
6. Library Board approves, modifies, or rejects the Selection Committee’s ranking. Staff attempts
to negotiate a contract for construction services with the number one ranked contractor. If that
negotiation fails, negotiations begin with the second ranked contractor.
7. Staff requests the Library Board to approve the negotiated contract amount.
8. Contract is executed.
Once the ranking is approved by the Library Board, the staff will provide the number one ranked contractor
with the necessary construction documents to bid the project. The Library will provide those same
documents to an independent construction estimating firm to determine a benchmark price for the project.
The Selection Committee, a representative from Rhodes + Brito, the architect for the project, and the
Library’s counsel at Gray Robinson will review the contractor’s bid, compare it to the estimating firm's
price and negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract. Stipulated Sum is a method of compensation wherein the
contractor is paid a negotiated “lump sum” fixed price for the scope of the project. It is inclusive of the
contractor’s fee and all costs of the work. The contractor gets paid the Stipulated Sum regardless if the
actual costs are more or less than the Stipulated Sum. The contractor does not have to break out its fee, but
many times does so during the negotiations. The negotiated Stipulated Sum for the Fence Project will be
brought back to the Board for review and approval.
On March 31st and April 3rd, Axios Construction Services, LLC, Gomez Construction Company, and Ruby
Builders, Inc. were interviewed by the Selection Committee. After listening to the presentations and
discussing the evaluation criteria stipulated in the RFQ, the Selection Committee summarized the three
contractors as follows:

Ruby provided a good submittal to the RFQ and had a very good interview. They demonstrated that they
have extensive experience with projects of similar complexity. The Project Superintendent for this project
has extensive experience with complex projects and has completed several multifaceted projects for the
Library. Their cost control measures included: a thorough plan review, thorough site visits with
subcontractors, and competitive bidding between subcontractors and suppliers. They brought up the idea of
adjustability of all connection points on footers, walls, and tops of walls. The representative form Rhodes +
Brito deemed this a very valid point and was going to check with the engineer to confirm and implement
“adjustability” as much as possible. Ruby demonstrated a significant understanding of Library operations
and how they would minimize the impact to daily business. Additionally, they outlined a detailed
methodology to accomplish the work within an agreeable timeframe.
Gomez provided a very good submittal to the RFQ and had a good interview. They have a lot of experience
with projects of similar scope, size and complexity. Their Project Superintendent has experience with
several streetscape projects, but was not present at the interview. Their cost control measures included: a
detailed quantity survey for bidding, obtaining three competitive quotes for materials and labor, comparing
the project to similar projects already completed, suggesting value engineering without sacrificing quality
and monitoring production progress during construction. They demonstrated a solid understanding of the
project and a methodology to accomplish the work within an agreeable timeframe.
Axios provided a good submittal to the RFQ and had a good interview. They outlined their experience with
projects of similar complexity. Their team qualifications met the requirements of the RFQ. Their cost
control plan included: thorough site visits with sub-contractors before bidding and an intensive review of the
site to identify any potential unknowns. They understood the logistics and scope of the project. Additionally,
they provided a schedule that met the goals of the Library.
Based on the evaluation criteria in the RFQ, the Selection Committee ranked the contractors as follows:
1. Ruby Builders, Inc.
2. Gomez Construction Company
3. Axios Construction Services, LLC
The Library Board is being asked to approve, modify, or reject the Selection Committee’s ranking and
authorize staff to negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with the number one ranked contractor.
III. OPTIONS
AR exciting library spaces
Option 1:
Approve Selection Committee's contractor ranking as indicated above.
Advantage:
Selection Committee determined that Ruby Builders, Inc. was the most qualified contractor for the
Main Library Fence Project.
Disadvantage:
Another ranked contractor might result in a better project.
Option 2:
Select a different ranking of the contractors.
Advantage:
The alternate ranking of contractors might result in a better project.
Disadvantage:
Selection Committee determined that Ruby Builders, Inc. was the most qualified contractor.

Option 3:
Reject all three contractors and begin process again.
Advantage:
Additional contractors might submit qualifications.
Disadvantage:
This will take more time, delay the project, and might not produce a better result.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS
The Selection Committee recommends Option #1 and seeks authorization for staff to attempt to
negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with Ruby Builders, Inc. If a contract cannot be negotiated with
Ruby Builders, Inc., staff will attempt to negotiate a contract with the second ranked contractor, Gomez
Construction Company.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
RESOLUTION 17-046
GENERAL CONTRACTOR FOR MAIN LIBRARY FENCE PROJECT
Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Orange County Library System, Orange
County Florida held in the Town of Eatonville, on the 12th of April, 2017, at 6:00 pm, prevailing Eastern
Time.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
The Board Resolves:
1. To approve the following ranking of contractors for the Main Library Fence Project and authorize staff to
attempt to negotiate a Stipulated Sum contract with Ruby Builders, Inc.

1. Ruby Builders, Inc.
2. Gomez Construction Company
3. Axios Construction Services, LLC

2. All resolutions that conflict with the provisions of this resolution are rescinded.

AYES:

NAYS:

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED:
_____________________________
Secretary

17-046

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017

Discussion & Possible Action Items

17-047

Orange County Library System
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 12, 2017

Director’s Goals FY 2017:
2nd Quarter Update
President Lisa Franchina

Director’s Annual Goals: Each goal has a connection to the dimensions of
performance provided on the Director’s Performance Evaluation form.
FY 2017 ~ 2nd Quarter Update

Strategic Goal: Promotion of Lifelong Learning
Performance Dimension:

Goal: Grow Our Name

Public Relations, Steward of Capital Resources,
Employment, Staffing &Training.
Successful Completion

Cultivate the reputation of OCLS as the public's lifelong
learning institution locally and nationally

Develop and present an exciting and
interesting array of programs, classes,
and library events.
Present at national and state
conferences and submit articles /
chapters for publication
Participate and develop an active
presence in local and national
organizations

Progress

 Edgewater and South Creek staff are busy planning their respective special
anniversary celebrations. The Edgewater Branch will celebrate in August and the
South Creek Branch in October.
 In raising the awareness of disability Issues, on 26 January, award-winning writer
Sharon Draper read from and discussed her “New York Times” bestselling book,
“Out of My Mind." The book tells the story of 11-year old Melody Brooks, a brilliant
child with a photographic memory who cannot talk or walk due to cerebral palsy.
Draper spoke about the book at an event for school groups on 26 January at Main
with 396 in attendance. An evening event had 125 attendees. Draper presented a
writing workshop to 40 tweens and teens on 27 January. Students with special
needs participated in the workshop. The topic of Draper’s book helped them feel
comfortable attending this writing workshop. Draper’s visit was part of the
“Sunshine State Author Series.”
 Storytellers are incorporating sign language into storytime programs as a result of
their participation in “Liven up Baby and Toddler Storytimes with Sign Language” in
December. Patrons appreciate this addition to storytime, as evidenced by survey
responses. A special “Sing and Sign Storytime” was introduced at Chickasaw in
February resulting in a total of 119 attendees. Herndon presented “So You Want to
Learn a New Language – ASL” for preschoolers in February for 50 attendees with
the learning Polyblox purchased by the Youth Services Department. These wooden
learning blocks help teach early literacy skills and incorporate Braille letters and
the sign language alphabet.
 In providing special programming for children with autism and ASD, the “Sunshine
Storytime” was held at Main in January. “Sunshine Playtime” was offered at Main
and at Chickasaw. Youth Services staff participated in a webinar on “Creating
Inclusive Storytimes for All Children” and on “Serving Children with Autism."
 Project Compass, an alternative school for non-violent youth offenders, hosted an















OCLS storyteller on 26 January. Students from UCP Charter School (founded to help
students with cerebral palsy but now serves children with and without disabilities)
attended the Sharon Draper event on 26 January and toured the library before the
event. Youth Services and Community Relations staff met with UCP and Beta Center
leadership on 20 January to discuss library resources which might be helpful for
their students and families.
Cooking Skills: In January, a new series of culinary classes for children, tweens and
teens was launched called “Cuisine Corner Junior.” The Youth Program Specialist
who is coordinating this series completed Safe Food Handler Training. The first
program in the series, “Cuisine Corner Junior: Melted Snowman Bark,” was
presented at six locations and attended by 105 people.
“Cuisine Corner Junior: Valentine Rice Krispies Treats” was held at six locations in
February, and 148 people attended. In March, Chef Tracy Mohr from The Kids
Cooking Connection presented “Cuisine Corner Junior: On Your Mark, Get Set,
Cook!” to teach kids ages 8-18 to make a simple and healthy recipe. Two branch
locations presented “You Are What You Eat” in January, a program designed to
teach children about nutrition. “Teen Life Hacks: Mug Recipes” was held at three
locations in January with 49 attendees. Toddlers got a chance to get comfortable in
the kitchen during the Tiny House program on “Kitchen Play” presented at
Chickasaw on March 6 and at “Toddler Spill and Fill,” held at five locations in
January.
Language Learning: Language Learning classes for children continued in the first
quarter of 2017 with “So You Want to Learn a New Language” at Herndon and at
Winter Garden. At Main, “Cuentame un Cuento” bilingual storytime was held on 4
February.
Etiquette: Kids learned about manners at Edgewater’s “Tea Party” in January and in
the “Fancy Nancy Tea Party” at Edgewater and Eatonville in February. Branches
created a number of etiquette programs: “Manners and Me!” was held at
Washington Park in February; “Can a Bear Say Thank you?” was presented at South
Trail in March; and “Henry Wants More” took place at South Trail in March.
Financial Literacy: Financial literacy was explored in the “Money As You Grow”
program presented at Eatonville, Southeast and Hiawassee in March.
First Aid: Alafaya presented “How to: Basic First Aid” in March.
Exercise and Fitness: Storybook Yoga continues on the third Saturday of each
month at Main. Children ages 4-10 started the day with “Good Morning Yoga” at
South Creek on January 14. Programs designed to get toddlers and preschoolers
moving continued through the first quarter of 2017 with “Bubble Play”, “Move and
Play”, “Parachute Play”, and more. “Spring Family Fun” featured Healthy Herb, who
presented a fun show about food and fitness at Chickasaw, Winter Garden and
Southeast in February and at Southwest in March. The Teen program “Keep Calm:
It’s a New Year!,” held at Eatonville and Edgewater in January, helped teens start
the new year right by learning tips for a healthier lifestyle and by challenging
friends to a mini-fitness contest. South Creek introduced children ages 6-12 to
ballroom dancing in “Learn to Waltz” on January 21 and "DANCE Alafaya" was
offered multiple times. In February, the 12th Annual "Step Off" competition was
held. The program “DIY 365” was presented at Windermere and Edgewater in
January to encourage teens to get organized and make time for staying healthy and
active.
Writing: As part of the Sunshine State Author Series, award-winning writers
presented three separate writing workshops for kids and teens. In January, Sharon
Draper presented a writing workshop for tweens and teens. In February, National
Book Award Finalist Jason Reynolds held a writing workshop in the Albertson Room
for tweens and teens. On March 10, Jackson Pearce held a children’s writing
workshop at West Oaks.

 Five camps will have been completed between October 1, 2016 and March 31, 2017.
The new Wearable Electronic camp was pilot tested with 4 students and ran very
well, all students completed a backpack with electronic microcontrollers and
conductive thread. Both camps scheduled for spring break are full with students on
the waiting lists. We offered camps on making shorts/pants, tote bags and
backpacks with built-in electronic LEDs. 11 Camps have been scheduled for summer
2017.
 Michael Sweeney, Technology and Education Center, has developed a relationship
with the Fashion Technology and Production Services department at the Orlando
Tech Center in Downtown and are cross sharing promotional materials for students
interested in careers in the fashion industry. He was a guest speaker at their site
on what we offer at the library in the sewing studio. Several fashion students are in
the process of applying to be volunteers for our program.
• Performance Measure 1:
o Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and post-test on
the last day.
o Average student score on pre-tests is 37%.
o Average score on post-tests is 93%.
o Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows mastery of
the content.
• Performance Measure 2:
o Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done at the end
of each session for students to evaluate curriculum and instruction.
o We expect 80% of the students will complete all sessions for the camp.
o 100% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.
o Performance Measure 3:
o Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem solving,
safety skills and sewing skills by presenting a completed sewing project.
o We expect 80% of the students will complete the sewing project.
o 100% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.
 Michael has completed the Mayor’s Matching Grant Application for 2017-2018 to
expand the camp program to the Washington Park branch.
 Taking a new approach to healthy living with an “Edible Landscaping” event, Leu
Gardens Executive Director, Robert Bowden, helped participants discover the
benefits of eating your landscape. In Cuisine Corner, presenters shared tips on
starting the year off right with healthy eating habits. Chef Yamira Lee Johnson
demonstrated how to create delicious healthy snacks and meals that are easy to
make. With a few simple swaps, Library staff offered ways to easily change comfort
food recipes to a lighter and more nutritious meal without sacrificing an ounce of
flavor. The health benefits of tea and healthy Hispanic dishes were offered at
various locations. Edgewater is offering a six-week cooking course on how to
prepare and shop sensibly for healthy meals on a limited budget. Certified Kidney
Smart educators focused on how the kidneys function and on keeping healthy.
Patrons learned natural solutions to emotional health concerns using Essential Oils
during bi-lingual events, offered in both English and Spanish. Various yoga, Tai Chi,
Pilates, and Zumba events continue to be offered at different locations. “Healthy
Herb” was offered at several locations with singing, dancing, and fitness fun for the
entire family. The Certifies In-Person Assisters were available at multiple locations
during January, to answer questions regarding the Affordable Care Act and to help
with enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace. The American Heart
Association continues to offer CPR certification. Spending time working on puzzles
improves memory, cognitive function, and problem solving skills. Patrons were














invited to join in a “National Puzzle Day” event and put together a jigsaw puzzle
with library staff and other patrons.
The Orange County Library System launched an interactive storytime for adults and
seniors called “Storytime for Grownups” at several branches this quarter.
Storytellers presented different themes making each event a unique experience.
Storytimes featured history, travel to different countries through folklore, legends
and storytelling games, the preservation of family stories through energetic
dialogues, and the presentation of stories meant to inspire intergenerational
discussions about family history and experiences. A volunteer fair that featured
representatives from various organizations was promoted to area senior living
facilities for anyone seeking opportunities to make a difference in the community.
“Senior Chair Fitness” attendees listened to music from their favorite decades while
doing a fitness routine focused on deep breathing, gentle stretching, and
isometrics. The “LIFE Information for Elders” series presented by Orange County’s
Commission on Aging included how to age gracefully, tips for gaining a better
understanding of the health risks from aging, and the benefits of creating a
personal health care team. Part of the Smart Senior Seminar Series, “Healthy Living
for Seniors” was offered at Southwest. Various yoga and Pilates events were
offered system-wide.
OCLS hosted our first Career Online High School (COHS) graduation ceremony on 25
February. State Librarian Amy Johnson, presented the Graduation Address and
handed out certificates to eight participating graduates. Friends and family joined
the graduates after the ceremony for a reception. There were 56 in attendance.
A committee has been meeting monthly to plan a series of events to commemorate
the one-year anniversary of Pulse. During the week of June 11-17, we will host
various programs that help us honor the victims of the Pulse shooting, show our
support for a diverse community and highlight the conversations that have arisen in
the year since the shooting took place.
We plan to host the following events:
• Pulse Remembrance: An event featuring songs, poems and prose composed in
memory of June 12, 2016.
• Love Y.A.: A Celebration of Diverse Young Adult Literature: A reflection on the
events that have impacted our community with a panel discussion of diverse
young adult authors. Ages 13 and up.
• Art show in collaboration with local art store Sam Flax, modeled after Paint
Strong. This year's show will ask participating artists to address the question:
What has changed? The goal is to create a body of new work that helps people
express their feelings one year after the tragedy. We are also discussing the
possibility with Sam Flax of hosting an accompanying panel discussion.
• Love letters to strangers: An event where people can gather at libraries to write
letters of encouragement, love and support to anyone who might need them.
• We are also discussing ways to make sure that all branches are represented and
have an opportunity to participate.
• We have been in communication with both the county and the city to make sure
they are aware of our planning, and we have let them know that our intent is to
offer programming that complements their plans to name June 12 a "Day of Love
and Kindness" in Orange County.
Library staff continue to gather information about the Lake Nona and Horizon West
sections of the County. In addition, they visited grow areas to identify travel
patterns and community hubs where siting a new library would be desirable.
During this quarter, no alternative sites for the Herndon Branch Library were
identified.
The Windermere Branch Library marked their 25th year in operation as a branch of the
Orange County Library System. The Town of Windermere and Orange County Library System
entered into a joint operating agreement that began in 1991. Nearly 700 people (almost























triple the normal attendance) visited the Branch on Saturday, 17 December to enjoy birthday
cake, storytelling, face painting, crafts, a 3D printing demonstration, and music. A
ceremonial ribbon cutting was held with Mary Anne Hodel and Gary Bruhn, Mayor of
Windermere. They agreed the cutting was to honor the next 25 years!
Youth Services continues to offer “Sunshine Storytime” and “Sunshine Playtime”, a
welcoming storytime designed for children who prefer small group activities or who have
sensory, social or developmental challenges-- followed by a playtime on the last Saturday
every other month. Average attendance is nine.
In developing cooking skills, December holidays are a natural for baking & cookie decorating
programs. “Cookie Decorating” and “Gingerbread Houses” were a hit at many locations.
Currently, a Junior Cuisine Corner is being developed.
Once a month, on the third Saturday of the month, children ages 3 – 6 learn yoga poses
inspired by their favorite picture books at the Main Library. System wide, storytimes and
popular programs such as “Wiggleworms Workout” and “Literacy & Locomotion” provide
interactive stories, songs, dance and various activities promoting fitness.
Proper etiquette was practiced at the “Doll and Me American Girl® Tea” at the Winter Garden
Branch. This school year, the “Game Changer Afterschool Adventures,” combines homework
help and strategic gaming at the Main Library. Role-playing games improve social skills and
creativity in children. Preliminary data also indicate that students’ self-esteem and
confidence rise when involved in Game Changer programming. November is a perfect
opportunity to give thanks. “Appreciation Stations” at six locations gave school-age children
the chance to show appreciation for family, friends, teachers and the community through
craft and activity stations.
At all locations, teens who volunteer with the “Teen Library Corps” gain experience in
important work skills and earn community service hours. “There is no ‘Pee’ in Engineering” at
South Trail Branch got kids thinking about future careers and recycling water. Coding with
ozobots, coding with JavaScript, basic coding, celebrating flight, knitting, sewing and Lego
events all contribute to life skills.
Learning language skills are important. Monthly “Cuentame un Cuento: Tell Me a Story
Bilingual Stories and Fun” at the Main Library occurs on the first Saturday of each month with
interactive bilingual stories and crafts for children in English and Spanish. “Little Pim –
Spanish” at Edgewater Branch on two Saturdays in December featured fun-filled language
learning experiences with hands-on activities, songs and interactive technology for ages 3-5.
In October & November, the “Afterschool Club” met weekly at South Creek Branch. Each
week a different project was offered for ages 6 - 12. At West Oaks Branch’s “Easy Work”
program, school-age children discovered how simple machines can help make chores a
breeze. “Drop In Chess” for all ages & skill levels happens on the first Wednesday of each
month at the Main Library. Chess has been shown to have many educational benefits
including teaching foresight, planning, patience and the ability to seek alternative solutions.
In “Paws to Read” events at multiple locations, children practice their reading skills by
reading aloud to certified therapy dogs from Be An Angel Therapy Dogs Ministry.
Sewing camps over the summer were overwhelmingly successful with every camp having a
waiting list. Due to the astounding responses, we received for these camps, we added several
camps for winter and spring break. Scheduled Camps for this quarter included:
o It’s Sew Easy - Pull On Shorts - November 5 to December 10 - Saturdays
o It’s Sew Easy – Pillows - December 27 to December 29 - Tuesday through Thursday
Sew camp curriculum has been developed which will be more advanced in working with knit
materials for dress making and athletic wear. A Wearable Electronic back pack camp has
been developed to cross electronic engineering with sewing skills and will be pilot tested in
February.
We have developed a relationship with the Fashion Technology and Production Services
department at the Orlando Tech Center in Downtown and we are cross sharing promotional
materials for students interested in careers in the fashion industry. We are currently working
on having students from that field volunteer to work with us in the sewing studio.
As required by the grant, from July 1 – October 31, we achieved the following performance










measures:
• Performance Measure 1:
o Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and post-test on the last
day.
o Average student score on pre-tests is 42%.
o Average student score on post-tests is 95%.
o Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows mastery of the
content.
• Performance Measure 2:
o Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done at the end of each
session for students to evaluate curriculum and instruction. We expect 80% of the
students will complete all sessions for the camp.
o 93% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.
• Performance Measure 3:
o Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem solving, safety skills
and sewing skills by presenting a completed sewing project. We expect 80% of the
students will complete the sewing project.
o 93% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.
We are investigating and researching the options of writing a grant for 2017-2018 to expand
the program to one or more branches.
Healthy Living events featured a variety of offerings this quarter. With the use of laughter,
rhythm, and light exercise, patrons learned how to ignite endorphins and receive positive
physical and emotional wellness benefits at “Laughter Lab Yoga.” Certified In-Person
Assisters were available to answer questions regarding the Affordable Care Act and help with
enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace at several branches. Educators from Kidney
Smart shared how medications, diet, and nutrition work together to help keep people
healthy, and how to manage other related conditions, including diabetes and hypertension.
Robert Bowden, Director of Leu Gardens, taught patrons about seasonal vegetables, the
easiest herbs to grow and which herbs can be grown year-round in Central Florida. Certified
Holistic Health Coach, Shahnaz Nensey, demonstrated how organic skincare products can be
easily found in your kitchen using essential oils, herbs and spices for beauty and wellness.
Powerful meditation techniques were explored, and seasonal stress was discussed in the
"Reducing Stress through Meditation" program. In Cuisine Corner, Yamira Lee Johnson, Head
Chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira, shared healthy holiday recipes everyone can
make and enjoy this season. Other healthy holiday meal programs were presented along
with reducing stress with Tai Chi & Qigong. The American Heart Association offered CPR
certification.
The Next Chapter event series focuses on empowering the lives of seniors through fun,
educational and informative programs. This quarter, seniors exercised their way to fitness in
the “Introduction to Pilates” event with simple moves that help alignment and encouraged
flexibility. Representatives from the Victim Service Center discussed the importance of
seniors staying safe in cyberspace and how to recognize internet scams. With millions of
Americans depending on Social Security as their primary source of retirement income, the
“Maximizing Benefits” event helped inform patrons about where and how to take Social
Security benefits while reducing taxes. “LIFE Information for Elders”, presented by
the Orange County’s Commission on Aging, shared proactive approaches to healthy aging
and managing stress, from speakers, including a geriatric nurse and a physical therapist.
Community Relations, Events and Programs, and Youth Services staff are discussing a one
year Pulse Remembrance event. OCLS is looking to ask local musician (and Melrose Center
member) Kevin Meehan to do a live performance of a song he recorded in the Melrose Center
to honor the victims of Pulse and their families. OCLS is talking to Sam Flax about whether
we can host some highlight pieces from PaintStrong, which debuted at the Orlando Public
Library in September 2015 We would like the event to take place on the third Thursday in
June, to coincide with the Downtown Gallery Hop happens.
The Library continues to monitor area growth and development reports. Areas of rapid

growth such as Lake Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in the western portion
of the County, have been identified as potential sites for future expansion. Plans are being
made to visit and meet with community representatives in those areas early in 2017. Staff
are working with a commercial realtor to explore an alternate location for Herndon.
Goal: Grow Our Staff
Successful Completion
Foster new roles for staff by providing and promoting
training opportunities, attracting and developing talent

Demonstrate engagement of staff in
provision of quality services and
programs
Implementation of successful training
opportunities

Progress

 For the second quarter, an e-learning was created to highlight the changes to
statistics reporting in the Evanced event management system.
 A training needs survey was sent to all OCLS employees to gain insights and set
priorities for training content creation going forward.
 Ten OCLS employees are currently enrolled in Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
University course, which runs from the second quarter into the third quarter.
 During this quarter, two trainings with OCLS created content were uploaded into the
SumTotal Learning Management System: CIS: Customer Interaction Statistics, and
Community Outreach: Connecting the Community to Library Resources.
 During this quarter, 19 OCLS employees participated in and completed Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University course.

Strategic Goal: Foster Community Engagement
Performance Dimension:

Goal: Promote Our Brand
Promote our services and products

Public Relations, Fundraising, Technology
Development, Fiscal Responsibility and
Stewardship
Successful Completion
Public recognition of library programs
and services
Promote library resources and
activities to local media

Progress

 In December, January and February we placed social media ads for:
• Sunshine State Author Series
• Winter Book Sale
• Music Production Meetup with Artist DiViNCi in the Melrose Center
• Cookies & Milk With a Cop
• Melrose Creative Expo
• African-American Read-In
• Career Online High School
• Storytime for Grownups
• Black History Month Events
• Third Thursday Gallery Hop
 For some of those events, we did see increased engagement on social media, with
people expressing interest or asking questions about the events.
 One area where we saw an obvious return on our investment in the ads was in

















response to the Winter Book Sale. We spent $200 to promote the event on
Facebook, and we had more than 1,000 people express interest in attending the
sale. The sale brought in $6,678 in income, which is the most the Friends of the
Library has seen for a single booksale in several years. For the next book sale, the
Friends plan to do some detailed surveying of patrons to ask where they learned
about the sale and to determine how many visitors the bookstore receives over the
course of a book sale weekend.
Key members of the Community Relations Department are analyzing our social
media marketing efforts to date and creating a social media marketing strategy that
will help us create more impactful social media messaging and advertising.
OCLS has had success getting local blog Bungalower to use the Melrose Center to
record an audio podcast called "Bungalower and the Bus," with Brendan O'Connor
and John Busdeker. Every time Bungalower posts a new podcast, they mention the
Melrose Center as the venue for their recording. The podcast was recently picked up
by Real Radio 104.1 FM to run on air on Friday nights at 9 p.m.
We have begun using Facebook Live streaming video to capture library events and
news that we think will resonate with our followers. Our goal is to use live video to
both promote programs and to give people a more personable view of the Orange
County Library System through interviews with staff and presenters.
So far, we have completed four Facebook Live events. Our first was video of staff
member Sarah Fisk’s presentation called “The Author’s Press Kit.” During the
broadcast, we had a peak of 10 live viewers and afterward the video continued to
take on new life. By the end of February, we had 996 video views, reached 3,309
people and saw 131 engagements with the post. The average viewers were women
ages 25-34—an important demographic to reach of library users. Overall Facebook
Live stats to date:
• Peak Viewers: 54
• Video Views: 2,180
• Reach: 8,404
• Engagement: 254
Additionally, our Snapchat account continues to grow. We now have 103 followers,
and we gained 34 new followers as a result of placing our snapcode on eyecatching table tents that were recently distributed throughout the library system.
Our story completion rate still remains strong even with new followers with an
average of 88%. We plan to continue exploring video and dark social as a means to
educate and engage with library users on social media.
One of the challenges we face with promoting the library through social media is
that we sometimes need a unique platform to discuss trending topics and ideas, or
share information in a social media-friendly way. To address this issue, we have
launched OCLS Blog, a place where staff can write about topics that help connect
the library to its audience in short, informative posts that have some connection to
library services or messages. Some sample posts include:
 Books to Read to Children for Women's History Month
 The Maker Movement Comes to Colonial Drive
 Nine Hobbies to Try in 2017
We have been sharing the content from the blog on social media in an effort to give
people a new entry point to engage with the library that is similar to how they are
consuming other media.
The Free Yourself campaign launched the first week in February, when Knight
mailed 100,000 brochures to households in Orange County. Due to some problems
finding enough lapsed users with valid emails tied to their accounts, we shifted the
original targets of the mailing to include approximately 28,000 lapsed users and
72,000 new-card prospects. The mailing was followed by an email that linked
recipients to a landing page that details library services. The first email went out
two weeks after the mailing, and two more email blasts will go out in March and





















April, spaced approximately four weeks apart.
Early reporting from Knight indicates that there were 1,688 visitors to the Free
Yourself landing page tied to the campaign as of February 19. We are awaiting
further statistics from Knight. To date, our call center has logged 23 calls related to
the campaign. The campaign will deliver two more email blasts -- one in March and
one in April -- before it is complete.
Our call center logged 23 calls from patrons who had questions about the Free
Yourself campaign.
We have taken the initiative to enhance the campaign by placing a series of paid
ads on social media, as well as in Orlando Weekly and Orlando Sentinel, in an effort
to further the message.
After making a concerted effort in 2016 to build and develop our social media following, we
have increased our social media footprint significantly, and we have allocated a portion of our
monthly marketing budget to purchase social media ads to draw further attention to our
programs and events. We have begun to promote: Melrose Awards, Sunshine State Author
Series, Gifts & Greetings store, e-Pulp Reviewers, Windermere 25th anniversary and a
general "likes" ad on Facebook. We will report ad statistics to show what impact the ads
have on our monthly social media statistics sheet.
We are also contacting bloggers that interact with us to ask them to act as social media
ambassadors for the library. We hope to engage them to attend programs and write about
them and share on social media to help spread the message to the community about what
the library has to offer.
We have been steadily building our social media audience over time, helping us cast a wider
net when we share our message and events. Our social media stats at a glance:
o 11,696 "likes" on our Facebook page
o 7,754 followers on Twitter (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
o 1,683 followers in Instagram (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
We also continue to support GoodReads, Pinterest and Tumblr accounts.
Also worth mentioning, are some of the experimental channels with whom we’re working.
We’ve gained 43 followers on our Snapchat account since starting it in June. This account is
only promoted via our Facebook and Twitter profiles as we’ve changed them to our
Snapcodes, similar to QR codes that allow followers to automatically add us. We typically run
a handful of “stories” a month on our Snapchat account and since counting statistics starting
in September we’ve seen an average story completion rate of about 90 percent. We also saw
our first screenshot this month on a story we created promoting Native American literature.
Instagram has launched a similar feature called Instagram Stories. Comparatively, while we
get more viewers by the sheer consequence of having more followers on Instagram, we only
see a completion rate on our stories of about 52 percent. We are also beginning to work with
Events and Programs to do more Facebook Live events, in which we are directly streaming
video to Facebook. We used it in December to do a preview of a Cuisine Corner event, and
we hope to make this a regular feature to engage our Facebook audience and build
excitement about library programs.
We are also working on a new blog for OCLS to have more sharable content relevant to our
mission to post to social media with review recommendations and stories. We hope this will
help people understand how the library intersects with the community, current events and
trends.
We have been working diligently on the launch of a marketing campaign created by the
Knight Agency to promote libraries. Knight was originally engaged by a vendor to create the
campaign, called “Free Yourself” to promote library services. Knight worked with OCLS on a
pilot version of the campaign, which is scheduled to launch in January 2017.
The campaign features a brochure that highlights unique services of OCLS, which will be
mailed to 100,000 households in the greater Orlando area. Forty thousand of those would be
lapsed users from our database, and 60,000 would be people who live in our service area
who are not currently cardholders. After the brochures are mailed, Knight will follow up with
an email blast to encourage library use.

 The campaign will also be featured in the January 2017 edition of the Books and Beyond
newsletter, and we will work with Knight to promote it on our social media channels. We are
also discussing future use.
 When the marketing campaign created by Knight wraps up, we will work with the agency to
evaluate the results. Knight will be counting traffic to a landing page. We will track traffic to
our site, new card registrations, program attendance, as well as the number of lapsed users
who received the mailing and then returned to use the library after the campaign launch.
Successful Completion
Goal: Pursue Innovation
Pursue innovation and enhance services

Completion of the 4th Floor renovation
Growth or implementation of new
services.
Grow EPOCH (Electronically Preserving
Obituaries for Cultural Heritage)

Progress

 The OCLS Curriculum Specialist is in the process of revamping the Get Ready for K
curriculum for the 2017-18 academic year. The new title will be “K Ready” and the
series will last for eight weeks rather than six. The new curriculum incorporates the
Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds. Children
will be able to take home something they create each week and parents will go
home with a handout of skills to practice. Each participant will take a pre- and posttest at each session so outcomes can be measured.
 “Get Ready for K” was held at Chickasaw (Jan 9 - Feb. 20), Alafaya (Jan. 10-Feb.
14), and Eatonville (March 28 – May 2).
 Staff are in the final stages of development of the third class in the virtual reality
track, VR in Unity: First Person Perspective Game. This class will teach students
how to create a first-person perspective VR experience using the Unity game design
engine. Students will build on the concepts and skills they learned in the Create a
3D Video Game classes. Topics will include: creation of game mechanics that are
optimized for virtual environments, writing code to define movement, and overall
best creative practices.
 Attendance for the Introduction to Virtual Reality class continues strong with an
average of 5 students per class (maximum capacity for this class is set to 6
students). In March, a new Virtual Reality Open Lab has been scheduled following
each Introduction to Virtual Reality class. These Open Labs will offer students an
opportunity to ask an instructor VR-specific questions as well as a chance to try
other VR experiences.
 This quarter, initial conversations were held with CareerSource Central Florida
about bringing their Veteran Service professionals to library facilities, to serve
community Veterans. CareerSource is evaluating their resources and identifying
areas of the community they feel are underserved. It is hoped, that by Fall 2017,
there will be an effort to place one of their Veteran Service professionals in at least
one OCLS facility, at least one day per month.
 In February, the Orlando Public Library hosted a show by a well-known group of
local street artists called the B-Side Artists Collective. The show was highlighted in
the Downtown Arts District's Third Thursday Gallery Hop, and it featured work from
artists German Lemus, Chris Tobar Rodriguez and Tre Harris. A reception featuring
Orisirisi African Folklore was held on February 16 to open the show.
 On March 25, Women in the Arts hosted its annual "Celebrating the Genius of
Women" art show at the Orlando Public Library. The show, which strives to
highlight and support accomplished female artists, features work from local,

















national and international artists. This year, artists from Texas, Poland, Greece,
Bulgaria and Russia had work featured in the show, and there were approximately
65 people in attendance for the awards ceremony. Local artist Vicki Jones was
selected as the first-prize winner in the competition. "Celebrating the Genius of
Women" will be on display at the Orlando Public Library through April 23.
The Orange County Regional History Center has loaned us some gallery-quality
museum walls that we plan to use for our second-floor gallery space. We plan to
display large-scale prints from the History Center's photo collection, and our first
exhibit will feature citrus-crate labels from historic Florida groves.
Staff visited 10 local funeral homes to let them know about EPOCH. As a result of
this, one funeral home has agreed to partner with us and add obituaries to EPOCH.
On 6 February an EPOCH presentation was done at the North Orlando District
Conference for the New Bethel AME Church for 65 attendees. We have received
several follow up requests for materials. EPOCH was presented to the North
Brevard Genealogical Society on 13 March for 72 attendees. We have been asked to
write an article about EPOCH for their summer newsletter.
Work on the redesign of Orlando Memory has begun. Staff continue to gather
relevant content from around the community, such as pictures of the mural on the
side of the Library Parking Garage before it is hidden by new construction. Staff
presented at 3 events and completed 7 interviews for Orlando Memory. The iPad
for capturing on the spot memories has been installed next to the Orlando
Remembered display on the fourth floor.
Regarding ePULP:
• Official ePULP newsletter created and scheduled to be sent for April 2017 - and
at least one per month following
• Approved Reviewers: 173
• Submitted e-books posted to review site: 22
• E-books positively reviewed and moved to ePULP for lending: 6
• E-books reviewed and not selected for ePULP – 2
Regarding e-books that are not positively reviewed, an email is sent to the author
informing that their e-book was not selected for ePULP. The author is also given the
opportunity to request the feedback left by reviewers, and the option to learn more
about re-submitting their e-book for review at a later date.
Alafaya's adjustments for the service area were finalized last quarter and this
quarter programming began. This includes Maker Mondays for kids ages 8 and up,
Early Literacy events such as SMART Start, Move & Play, Artsy Toddler, & Baby Bash
and hands-on technology learning classes for kids that focus on coding, robotics,
filming and other interactive technologies such as Lego Wedo, Lego Mindstorm,
Littlebits, Ozobots, Dash Robots, Snap Circuit, & Film class. All combined nearly 30
of these type programs have taken place this quarter with a total attendance of
almost 750.
The Herndon Branch engaged in a process to identify areas of interest for the
surrounding community. Three key areas of interest were identified: Early Learning,
Popular Culture, and Technology/STEAM. Staff self-selected into one of three
teams. Each team has concentrated on providing programming focused in these
areas. This team oriented approach, and focus on target areas of interest, has led to
increased event offerings and attendance at the Herndon Branch.
Ten OCLS staff, including five Storytellers attended a 90-minute ALA Publishing webinar,
“Liven up Baby and Toddler Storytimes with Sign Language”, in December at the Main
Library. Presenter Kathy MacMillan is an Adult Sign Language (ASL) interpreter, librarian and
storyteller. Part-time Casual Storytellers Antoinette Griffin, Deanna Braunstein, and Myles
Thoroughgood report that they have incorporated simple sign language into stories and songs
at OCLS storytimes.
OCLS’ Get Ready for K (GRFK) curriculum has been around for some time and is ready to be
re-vamped. It currently consists of six sessions spread out over six weeks. The topics are

















reading; math; basic concepts; basic skills; health and safety; and art. We have come up
with a new title, “K-Ready”, which will be offered next year. Our Curriculum Specialist will
begin to rewrite the curriculum to match the latest preschool standards and expectations for
children entering Kindergarten. All 15 locations are scheduled for GRFK between now and July
2017.
We have created a new logo for “Early Learning” which will be used for “K-Ready,” storytimes
and for other programs for 0-5 years that are geared toward preparing kids for kindergarten.
A Storytimes banner will soon be available for all locations listing all four storytime programs
(Tiny Tales, Toddler Time, Storybook Fun and Smarty Pants).
Fall Family Fun included a couple of special choices for early learners: “Celebrate Winnie the
Pooh” and “Thomas the Tank Engine Celebration” at various locations, presented by Actors
Reaching Out.
OCLS libraries are drawing a larger audience of toddlers to storytimes than children over age
3. Therefore, Youth Services staff has begun creating new scripts for this age group. “Tiny
House” allows little explorers to learn, grow and play with hands-on activities inspired by
using objects throughout the rooms in a home. “Texture Inspectors features hands-on
sensory discovery of a variety of textures for ages 18 months - 3 years. “Toddler Peekaboo”
debuts stories and activities inspired by the game Peekaboo. “Busy Buttons allows toddlers to
sort, count, match, craft, play and explore with buttons while developing cognitive and motor
skills. “Toddler Fun with Food” inspires toddlers to create, explore and have fun with food.
“Peppermint Pals” features stories, crafts and activities inspired by peppermints. “I Spy
Winter” explores a winter wonderland through a story and hands-on activities for ages 2 - 4.
Early learning series continue throughout the system. Young children enjoy stories, songs
and exploring age-appropriate art experiences such as painting, pasting, gluing, stamping
and creating at “Artsy Toddler.” Age’s birth - 2 enjoy the fun series “Baby Bash” where they
sing, play and develop motor skills. “SMART Start” series explores hands-on science, math
and art for ages 2 – 4 in a sensory-rich environment. “Bubble Playtime”, an interactive
bubble class at encourages motor development skills. “Literacy & Locomotion” weaves early
literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs, rhythm and dance for age’s birth - 3.
“Leap Into Letters” ensures that children ages 3 – 5 practice phonics and letter recognition
through stories, activities, crafts and resources from Miss Humblebee’s Academy database.
For a few years, we have offered a course called Create a 3D Video game. It is presented as
two, three-hour classes (Level 1 and 2) and teaches patrons how to develop their own firstperson style video game using Unity 3D Game Development. In November this year, we
introduced a new class called Introduction to Virtual Reality (VR). This class teaches students
about the history of virtual reality and where it falls along the spectrum of mixed reality. It
covers the possibilities available to game creators using major platforms and introduces
resources available to develop virtual reality experiences. Within the next month or two, we
expect the rollout of a class on how to create a prototype first-person perspective VR
experience using Unity 3D. Content would include settings, headset use in a developing
environment, creating game objects, creating code to define movement and overall best
creative practices.
Another development, though not specifically related to curriculum, will be the repurposing of
the Simulator Lab into a combined Simulator/Virtual Reality space. The simulators will be
moved toward the front of the room, while the back half of the room will serve as a VR
teaching and demo environment for both Unity 3D and HTC Vive game development. The
visual appeal of the Sim Lab will only be enhanced by VR activity that can be projected onto
the large screens on the back wall.
According to the Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs, Florida has the third largest
population of veterans in the nation, after California and Texas with more than 1.6 million
veterans." In partnership with CareerSource Central Florida, OCLS designed a system-wide
interactive series to teach children, and their families, about the branches of the military and
to honor those who have served.
The Library System hosted many programs with 500 participants across Orange County.
There was a specific program for each branch of the military, Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines

















and Coast Guard. Each program was designed as follows:
o playing of the anthem
o lesson about the mission the branch of the military
o a conversation with a Vet from CareerSource Central Florida
o an activity created or enhanced by our librarians
o signing of the pledge board
o creating cards to thank Vets
Thanks to our partners at CareerSource Central Florida, cards were presented to the
American Legion and Mission United, United Way for distribution to our local veterans. They
received signed copies of the pledge boards to display. What follows is the language on the
board:
I am protected, my family is too,
I thank all our veterans with gratitude.
They fought for us all, for me and for you,
our freedom's the result of the work that they do!
So thank a veteran with respect and regard,
for defending our country and fighting so hard!
I promise to remember when I see them around
we owe them so much I will say "thanks" out loud!
On 19 November 2016, this program was presented at the State Convention for the Florida
American Legion, to over 250 Veterans. They heard about the program and saw the video
created by OCLS staff.
OCLS will be applying for the Big Read Grant, which will feature a book about a platoon of
American soldiers in the Vietnam War. If awarded this program will be held in the fall. While
the book is for adults, we include “Vets! Our Heroes!” during the grant to offer programs for
children as well.
On 14 December 2016, the program was shared with the State Librarian as she toured the
Chickasaw Branch Library. She was provided with collateral, a copy of the video and a
signed pledge board to take back to the State Library. Plans are underway to update the
program for next year.
We are doing several things to maximize the use of our art walls and new exhibit space on
the second floor:
1. We are creating a database of local artists who may have an interest in exhibiting work at
one of our 16 locations.
2. We are working with the Orange County Regional History Center to coordinate rotating
exhibits of large-format photos from their collections to be displayed on the second floor
of the Orlando Public Library.
3. We are adding UV filters to the windows on the second floor of the Orlando Public Library,
so that the space will be eligible for more traveling national and regional exhibits.
4. We are in the process of creating a facility physical environment report that we can send
to organizations that require one.
During this quarter, OCLS conducted six interviews and attended four outreach events for
Orlando Memory, with an attendance of 92. Staff attended the six-month remembrance of
the Pulse Nightclub Tragedy and added content gathered to Orlando Memory. Offsite EPOCH
presentations are being scheduled, with two planned for the second quarter.
Google ads are being developed and search engine optimization tactics are being explored to
market EPOCH. Staff plan to reach out again to local independent funeral homes. Staff will
explore reaching out to retirement communities, estate planners, and some key citizens.
Pricing for local/community newspaper ads, along with doing an information postcard mailing
will be gathered. Program development and a marketing plan will be created for Preservation
Week (April) with EPOCH and Orlando Memory activities
ePulp: There were four authors who submitted ten books to be considered for review. Since
launch on 1 August 2016, ten authors have submitted nineteen works to the site. So far,
thirteen books have met the criteria and are ready for reviewing. There is a total of forty-five
registered reviewers – forty-one patrons and four staff. There have been twenty book

reviews submitted. Plans are currently in the works to move 4-5 positively reviewed books to
the regular ePulp collection.
 Presentations about ePulp were given at the Library Board of Trustees, Friends of the Library
Board and to Staff. A presentation proposal, “Community Created E-book Collection: From
Idea to Reality,” has been accepted for the 2017 FLA Conference.
 A reviewer newsletter has been made to keep ePulp reviewers informed of new titles, titles
needing reviews and the decision status for titles reaching the end of their review period. Two
issues have been created.
 The Alafaya Branch was selected as site for renewed community focus. Staff engaged in a
process to identify and develop new service areas. Early Literacy, Maker Space, and
Technology Learning were areas targeted for the new focus. Additional resources are being
ordered and special programming is being planned as the Branch launches their new focus
areas in 2017.
 The Library continues to monitor area growth and development reports. Areas of rapid
growth such as Lake Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in the western portion
of the County have been identified as potential sites for expansion. Plans are being made to
visit and meet with community representatives in those areas early in 2017.
Successful Completion
Goal: Leverage Our Community
Cultivate / Strengthen partnerships

Progress

Initiate / Engage in community
partnerships

 Staff continue to reach out and connect with these schools in an effort to support
the students, parents, and faculty, encouraging them to take advantage of OCLS
offerings.
 Most recently, staff are offering these schools an OCLS storytelling event. Three
programs have been offered so far and one more scheduled for April. The goal is to
get children excited about reading and the library. Here is an example of the kind of
audiences at these schools. • Washington Shores – (108 children) • Pine Hills –
(120 children) • Tangelo Park - Family Reading Night for more than 100+.
 In addition, this quarter OCLS supported Lancaster Elementary School in January for
their Perfect Attendance celebration by donating pencils and bags as prizes for 275
students with perfect attendance.
 Staff participated in an African American History Month event at Pine Hills
Elementary school. It was similar to a "Teach In."
 The principal of Palmetto Elementary School wrote a letter of support for the
"NASA@ My Library" grant for the South Trail Branch.
 Staff attended "Family Literacy Night, Pancakes and Pjs" at Tangelo Park
Elementary School. The library engaged with, 65 children and 30 adults, sharing
OCLS resources with a total of 95 participants in their media center.
 The manager of Youth Services, Sue Wright, as a member of the 2016-17 Leadership Orange
class, attended sessions facilitated by Orange County Public School’s Exceptional Student
Education (ESE). She observed ESE classes at Dream Lake Elementary. We now have some
new contacts to work with.
 In July of 2016 the Orlando Sentinel published a story about 18 public area elementary
schools that were going to be offering longer school days, based on low reading scores. OCLS
reached out to these schools in an effort to support them. This included a personal letter from
the Director and a follow up from their school liaison. There were some connections made at
a few schools. The liaison group has met twice to discuss their experiences with these schools

and brainstorm ideas to offer library services. While some schools have been receptive to
these personal connections most have not. Here are some things of note this quarter:
o Fourteen of the eighteen OCPS elementary schools whose students scored lowest in reading
participated in the fall 2016 License to Learn library card sign-up initiative including Eagles
Nest, Eccleston, Hiawassee, Ivey Lane, Lancaster, Lake Weston, Lockhart, Lovell, Palmetto,
Pine Hills, Riverside, Tangelo Park , Washington Shores and Wheatley Elementary School.
o OCLS' Youth Service Department is in the process reaching out to each school to personally
offer a storytelling program.
o One school, Lovell Elementary brought their first graders to the North Orange Branch for a
day of fun on Thursday, 8 December 2016. This is an excerpt of the thank you letter:
"Thank you so much for having us come to your library. We had a ton of fun! Everyone on
my first-grade team had positives about the experience. Just a sampling of the comments
back to me...so well organized; great hands-on; wow, how'd they do that in just 2 hours!
My principal and 1st grade coach were happy with our observations of how engaged our
students were. You went the extra mile for us and we greatly appreciate all the
arrangements you made for our 7 classes H. Moses"
 We will contact the History Center after the New Year to discuss our dates and times for
events with events they have planned, and we're hoping that we can encourage a larger
discussion about having a coordinated effort to commemorate Pulse.
Goal: Increase Revenue
Successful Completion
Supplement ad valorem tax revenues through grants
and fundraising

Progress

Submit multiple grant applications

 The following grant applications are in process this quarter:
o An EBSCO Solar grant in the amount of $100,000 for the purchase and installation
of solar panels at two library locations.
o A BIG READ community reading program application based on the book The
Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien.
o A Best Buy Community Grant to create Android and Apple IOS app development
camps for Teens.
o An Awesome Foundation application to purchase yarn and fabric for a charity
knitting project.
o A Motorola Foundation grant in the amount of $10,000 for Fab Lab curriculum,
equipment, and materials for the development of new initiatives and the
enhancement of existing programs.
o A NASA @ My Library grant for the South Trail Branch Library to create STEM
learning opportunities for library patrons living in geographic areas currently
undeserved in STEM education.
o The Library received notification that the YALSA and TEI Landmark Audio
applications submitted last quarter were not awarded funding.
 The Library initiated the following grant applications during the quarter:
o An application to the Young Adults Library Services Association (YALSA) in the amount of
$1,000 to encourage outstanding Teen Tech Week activities for and with teens, especially
those teens who lack access to up to date technology.
o The Library is proposing to purchase computer coding training toys and to host programs to
meet the grant requirement that our proposal "helps teens gain skills in using digital media,
whether to help with school work, explore personal interests or prepare for careers."
o An application to TEI Landmark Audio (an audio book publisher) in the amount of $1,000 to
celebrate the companies' 25 years of "Giving a Voice to Literature," TEI Landmark Audio
plans to award (25) $1,000 grants to support literacy for young people.
o In addition to the grants submitted, the Library formed a grant writing team to submit an
application to Better World Books for their “Game Changing” ideas grant program which

aims to help advance a compelling literacy project.
o The Library agreed to serve as partner and event host site for a grant being submitted by
Rollins College for an NEH grant entitled “Dialogues on the Experience of War.” If awarded
it will entail discussion groups and public events that create conversations with humanities
faculty, veterans and the general public about the experience of war and military service.
o Walt Disney World notified the Library that it was the recipient of employee matching grant.
The Library was subsequently registered and listed as an option for future employee
matching grants.
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Lifelong Learning: A. Children's Learning Initiative
1. Evaluate & create content of library programs for children with special needs and their parents
Progress

Champion

Updated

In raising the awareness of disability Issues, on 26 January, award-winning
writer Sharon Draper read from and discussed her “New York Times”
bestselling book, “Out of My Mind." The book tells the story of 11-year old
Melody Brooks, a brilliant child with a photographic memory who cannot
talk or walk due to cerebral palsy. Draper spoke about the book at an event
for school groups on 26 January at Main with 396 in attendance. An
evening event had 125 attendees. Draper presented a writing workshop to
40 tweens and teens on 27 January. Students with special needs
participated in the workshop. The topic of Draper’s book helped them feel
comfortable attending this writing workshop. Draper’s visit was part of the
“Sunshine State Author Series.”
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Storytellers are incorporating sign language into storytime programs as a
result of their participation in “Liven up Baby and Toddler Storytimes with
Sign Language” in December. Patrons appreciate this addition to
storytime, as evidenced by survey responses. A special “Sing and Sign
Storytime” was introduced at Chickasaw in February resulting in a total of
119 attendees. Herndon presented “So You Want to Learn a New Language
– ASL” for preschoolers in February for 50 attendees with the learning
Polyblox purchased by the Youth Services Department. These wooden
learning blocks help teach early literacy skills and incorporate Braille
letters and the sign language alphabet.
In providing special programming for children with autism and ASD, the
“Sunshine Storytime” was held at Main in January. “Sunshine Playtime”
was offered at Main and at Chickasaw. Youth Services staff participated in
a webinar on “Creating Inclusive Storytimes for All Children” and on
“Serving Children with Autism."
Project Compass, an alternative school for non-violent youth offenders,
hosted an OCLS storyteller on 26 January. Students from UCP Charter
School (founded to help students with cerebral palsy but now serves
children with and without disabilities) attended the Sharon Draper event on
26 January and toured the library before the event. Youth Services and
Community Relations staff met with UCP and Beta Center leadership on 20
January to discuss library resources which might be helpful for their
students and families.
Youth Services continues to offer “Sunshine Storytime” and “Sunshine
Playtime”. "Sunshine Storytime" is a welcoming storytime designed for children
who prefer small group activities or who have sensory, social or developmental
challenges, followed by a playtime. This is held on the last Saturday every other
month. Average attendance is nine.
Ten OCLS staff, including five Storytellers attended a 90-minute ALA webinar,
“Liven up Baby and Toddler Storytimes with Sign Language”, in December.
Presenter Kathy MacMillan is an Adult Sign Language (ASL) interpreter, librarian
and storyteller. Part-time Casual Storytellers Antoinette Griffin, Deanna
Braunstein, and Myles Thoroughgood report that they have incorporated simple
sign language into stories and songs at various storytimes.
The manager of Youth Services, Sue Wright, as a member of the 2016-17
Leadership Orange class, attended sessions facilitated by Orange County Public

Progress

Champion

Updated

School’s Exceptional Student Education (ESE). She observed ESE classes at
Dream Lake Elementary.

2. Explore specialized life skills programs for children, such as cooking, fitness, etiquette & finance
Progress

Champion

Updated

Cooking Skills: In January, a new series of culinary classes for children,
tweens and teens was launched called “Cuisine Corner Junior.” The Youth
Program Specialist who is coordinating this series completed Safe Food
Handler Training. The first program in the series, “Cuisine Corner Junior:
Melted Snowman Bark,” was presented at six locations and attended by
105 people.
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“Cuisine Corner Junior: Valentine Rice Krispies Treats” was held at six
locations in February, and 148 people attended. In March, Chef Tracy Mohr
from The Kids Cooking Connection presented “Cuisine Corner Junior: On
Your Mark, Get Set, Cook!” to teach kids ages 8-18 to make a simple and
healthy recipe. Two branch locations presented “You Are What You Eat” in
January, a program designed to teach children about nutrition. “Teen Life
Hacks: Mug Recipes” was held at three locations in January with 49
attendees. Toddlers got a chance to get comfortable in the kitchen during
the Tiny House program on “Kitchen Play” presented at Chickasaw on
March 6 and at “Toddler Spill and Fill,” held at five locations in January.
Language Learning: Language Learning classes for children continued in
the first quarter of 2017 with “So You Want to Learn a New Language” at
Herndon and at Winter Garden. At Main, “Cuentame un Cuento” bilingual
storytime was held on 4 February.
Etiquette: Kids learned about manners at Edgewater’s “Tea Party” in
January and in the “Fancy Nancy Tea Party” at Edgewater and Eatonville in
February. Branches created a number of etiquette programs: “Manners and
Me!” was held at Washington Park in February; “Can a Bear Say Thank
you?” was presented at South Trail in March; and “Henry Wants More”
took place at South Trail in March.
Financial Literacy: Financial literacy was explored in the “Money As You
Grow” program presented at Eatonville, Southeast and Hiawassee in
March.
First Aid: Alafaya presented “How to: Basic First Aid” in March.
Exercise and Fitness: Storybook Yoga continues on the third Saturday of
each month at Main. Children ages 4-10 started the day with “Good
Morning Yoga” at South Creek on January 14. Programs designed to get
toddlers and preschoolers moving continued through the first quarter of
2017 with “Bubble Play”, “Move and Play”, “Parachute Play”, and more.
“Spring Family Fun” featured Healthy Herb, who presented a fun show
about food and fitness at Chickasaw, Winter Garden and Southeast in
February and at Southwest in March. The Teen program “Keep Calm: It’s a
New Year!,” held at Eatonville and Edgewater in January, helped teens start
the new year right by learning tips for a healthier lifestyle and by
challenging friends to a mini-fitness contest. South Creek introduced
children ages 6-12 to ballroom dancing in “Learn to Waltz” on January 21
and "DANCE Alafaya" was offered multiple times. In February, the 12th
Annual "Step Off" competition was held. The program “DIY 365” was
presented at Windermere and Edgewater in January to encourage teens to
get organized and make time for staying healthy and active.
Writing: As part of the Sunshine State Author Series, award-winning writers
presented three separate writing workshops for kids and teens. In January,

Progress

Champion
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The OCLS Curriculum Specialist is in the process of revamping the Get
Ready for K curriculum for the 2017-18 academic year. The new title will be
“K Ready” and the series will last for eight weeks rather than six. The new
curriculum incorporates the Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards for Four-Year-Olds. Children will be able to take home
something they create each week and parents will go home with a handout
of skills to practice. Each participant will take a pre- and post-test at each
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Sharon Draper presented a writing workshop for tweens and teens. In
February, National Book Award Finalist Jason Reynolds held a writing
workshop in the Albertson Room for tweens and teens. On March 10,
Jackson Pearce held a children’s writing workshop at West Oaks.
In developing cooking skills, December holidays are a natural for baking &
cookie decorating programs. “Cookie Decorating” and “Gingerbread Houses”
were a hit at many locations. Currently, a Junior Cuisine Corner is being
developed.
Once a month, on the third Saturday of the month, children ages 3 – 6 learn yoga
poses inspired by their favorite picture books at the Main Library. Systemwide,
storytimes and popular programs such as “Wiggleworms Workout” and “Literacy
& Locomotion” provide interactive stories, songs, dance and various activities
promoting fitness.
Proper etiquette was practiced at the “Doll and Me American Girl® Tea” at the
Winter Garden Branch. This school year the “Game Changer Afterschool
Adventures”, combines homework help and strategic gaming at the Main Library.
Role-playing games improve social skills and creativity in children. Preliminary
data also indicate that students’ self-esteem and confidence rise when involved
in Game Changer programming. November is a perfect opportunity to give
thanks. “Appreciation Stations” at six locations gave school-age children the
chance to show appreciation for family, friends, teachers and the community
through craft and activity stations.
At all locations, teens who volunteer with the “Teen Library Corps” gain
experience in important work skills and earn community service hours. “There is
no ‘Pee’ in Engineering” at South Trail Branch got kids thinking about future
careers and recycling water. Coding with ozobots, coding with JavaScript, basic
coding, celebrating flight, knitting, sewing and Lego events all contribute to life
skills.
Learning language skills are important. Monthly “Cuentame un Cuento: Tell Me
a Story Bilingual Stories and Fun” at the Main Library occurs on the first Saturday
of each month with interactive bilingual stories and crafts for children in English
and Spanish. “Little Pim – Spanish” at Edgewater Branch on two Saturdays in
December featured fun-filled language learning experiences with hands-on
activities, songs and interactive technology for ages 3 - 5.
In October & November, the “Afterschool Club” met weekly at South Creek
Branch. Each week a different project was offered for ages 6 - 12. At the West
Oaks Branch’s “Easy Work” program, school-age children discovered how simple
machines can help make chores a breeze. “Drop In Chess” for all ages & skill
levels happens on the first Wednesday of each month at the Main Library. Chess
has been shown to have many educational benefits including teaching foresight,
planning, patience and the ability to seek alternative solutions. In “Paws to Read”
events at multiple locations, children practice their reading skills by reading aloud
to certified therapy dogs from Be An Angel Therapy Dogs Ministry.

3. Expand Getting Ready for K curriculum

Progress

Champion

Updated
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Updated

Staff continue to reach out and connect with these schools in an effort to
support the students, parents, and faculty, encouraging them to take
advantage of OCLS offerings.
Most recently staff are offering these schools an OCLS storytelling event.
Three programs have been offered so far and one more scheduled for April.
The goal is to get children excited about reading and the library. Here is an
example of the kind of audiences at these schools. • Washington Shores –
(108 children) • Pine Hills – (120 children) • Tangelo Park - Family Reading
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session so outcomes can be measured.
“Get Ready for K” was held at Chickasaw (Jan 9 – Feb. 20), Alafaya (Jan.
10-Feb. 14), and Eatonville (March 28 – May 2).
OCLS’ Get Ready for K (GRFK) curriculum has been around for some time and
is ready to be re-vamped. It currently consists of six sessions spread out over six
weeks. The topics are reading, math, basic concepts, basic skills, health &
safety, and art. We have come up with a new title, “K-Ready”, which will be
offered next year. Our Curriculum Specialist will begin to rewrite the curriculum
to match the latest preschool standards and expectations for children entering
Kindergarten. All 15 locations are scheduled for GRFK between now and July
2017.
We have created a new logo for “Early Learning” which will be used for “KReady”, storytimes and for other programs for 0-5 years, that are geared toward
preparing kids for kindergarten. A Storytimes banner will soon be available for
all locations listing all four storytime programs (Tiny Tales, Toddler Time,
Storybook Fun and Smarty Pants).
Fall Family Fun included a couple of special choices for early learners:
“Celebrate Winnie the Pooh” and “Thomas the Tank Engine Celebration” were
held at various locations and presented by Actors Reaching Out.
OCLS libraries are drawing a larger audience of toddlers to storytimes than
children over age 3. Therefore, Youth Services staff has begun creating new
scripts for this age group. “Tiny House” allows little explorers to learn, grow and
play with hands-on activities inspired by using objects throughout the rooms in a
home. “Texture Inspectors" features hands-on sensory discovery of a variety of
textures for ages 18 months - 3 years. “Toddler Peekaboo” debuts stories and
activities inspired by the game Peekaboo. “Busy Buttons allows toddlers to sort,
count, match, craft, play and explore with buttons while developing cognitive and
motor skills. “Toddler Fun with Food” inspires toddlers to create, explore and
have fun with food. “Peppermint Pals” features stories, crafts and activities
inspired by peppermints. “I Spy Winter” explores a winter wonderland through a
story and hands-on activities for ages 2 - 4.
Early learning series continue throughout the system. Young children enjoy
stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate art experiences such as painting,
pasting, gluing, stamping and creating at “Artsy Toddler.” Children ages birth - 2
enjoy the fun series “Baby Bash” where they sing, play and develop motor skills.
“SMART Start” series explores hands-on science, math and art for ages 2 – 4 in
a sensory-rich environment. “Bubble Playtime”, an interactive bubble class at
encourages motor development skills. “Literacy & Locomotion” weaves early
literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs, rhythm and dance for ages
birth - 3. “Leap Into Letters” ensures that children ages 3 – 5 practice phonics
and letter recognition through stories, activities and crafts and reinforce learning
with Miss Humblebee’s Academy database.

4. Enhance Library offerings for schools with low reading scores

Progress

Champion

Updated
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Night for more than 100+.
In addition, this quarter OCLS supported Lancaster Elementary School in
January for their Perfect Attendance celebration by donating pencils and
bags as prizes for 275 students with perfect attendance.
Staff participated in an African American History Month event at Pine Hills
Elementary school. It was similar to a "Teach In."
The principal of Palmetto Elementary School wrote a letter of support for
the "NASA@ My Library" grant for the South Trail Branch.
Staff attended "Family Literacy Night, Pancakes and Pjs" at Tangelo Park
Elementary School. The library engaged with, 65 children and 30 adults,
sharing OCLS resources with a total of 95 participants in their media
center.
In July of 2016 the Orlando Sentinel published a story about 18 public area
elementary schools that were going to be offering longer school days based on
low reading scores. OCLS reached out to these schools in an effort to support
them. This included a personal letter from the Director and follow up from their
school liaison. There were some connections made at a few schools. The
liaison group has met twice to discuss their experiences with these schools and
brainstorm ideas to offer library services. While some schools have been
receptive to these person connections most have not.
Here are some things of note this quarter:
Fourteen of the eighteen OCPS elementary schools whose students
scored lowest in reading participated in the fall 2016 License to Learn library card
sign-up initiative including Eagles Nest, Eccleston, Hiawassee, Ivey Lane,
Lancaster, Lake Weston, Lockhart, Lovell, Palmetto, Pine Hills, Riverside,
Tangelo Park , Washington Shores and Wheatley Elementary School.
OCLS' Youth Service Department is in the process reaching out to each
school to personally offer a storytelling program.
One school, Lovell Elementary brought their first graders to the North
Orange Branch for a day of fun on Thursday, 8 December 2016. This is an
excerpt of the thank you letter:
"Thank you so much for having us come to your library. We had a ton of fun!
Everyone on my first-grade team had positives about the experience. Just a
sampling of the comments back to me...so well organized; great hands-on; wow,
how'd they do that in just 2 hours!My principal and 1st grade coach were happy
with our observations of how engaged our students were. You went the extra
mile for us and we greatly appreciate all the arrangements you made for our 7
classes H. Moses"
5. Execute year two of the Mayor’s Matching Grant gift to expand sewing program with new
equipment and curriculum.
Progress

Champion

Updated

Five camps will have been completed between October 1, 2016 and March
31, 2017. The new Wearable Electronic camp was pilot tested with 4
students and ran very well, all students completed a backpack with
electronic microcontrollers and conductive thread. Both camps scheduled
for spring break are full with students on the waiting lists. We offered
camps on making shorts/pants, tote bags and backpacks with built-in
electronic LEDs. 11 Camps have been scheduled for summer 2017.
Michael Sweeney, Technology and Education Center, has developed a
relationship with the Fashion Technology and Production Services
department at the Orlando Tech Center in Downtown and are cross sharing
promotional materials for students interested in careers in the fashion
industry. He was a guest speaker at their site on what we offer at the
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library in the sewing studio. Several fashion students are in the process of
applying to be volunteers for our program.
Performance Measure 1:
• Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and
post-test on the last day.
• Average student score on pre-tests is 37%.
• Average score on post-tests is 93%.
• Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows
mastery of the content.
Performance Measure 2:
• Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done
at the end of each session for students to evaluate curriculum and
instruction.
• We expect 80% of the students will complete all sessions for the
camp.
• 100% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.
• Performance Measure 3:
• Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem
solving, safety skills and sewing skills by presenting a completed
sewing project.
• We expect 80% of the students will complete the sewing project.
• 100% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.
Michael has completed the Mayor’s Matching Grant Application for 20172018 to expand the camp program to the Washington Park branch.
Sewing camps over the summer were overwhelmingly successful with every
camp having a waiting list. Due to the astounding responses, we received for
these camps, we added several camps for winter and spring break.
Scheduled Camps for this quarter included:
•

It’s Sew Easy - Pull On Shorts
November 5 to December 10 - Saturdays
• It’s Sew Easy - Pillows
December 27 to December 29 - Tuesday through Thursday
Sew camp curriculum has been developed which will be more advanced in
working with knit materials for dress making and athletic wear. A Wearable
Electronic back pack camp has been developed to cross electronic engineering
with sewing skills and will be pilot tested in February.
We have developed a relationship with the Fashion Technology and Production
Services department at the Orlando Tech Center in Downtown and we are cross
sharing promotional materials for students interested in careers in the fashion
industry. We are currently working on having students from that field volunteer to
work with us in the sewing studio.
As required by the grant, from July 1 – October 31, we achieved the following
performance measures:
Performance Measure 1:
•

Students will take a pre-test on the first day of the program and post-test
on the last day.

•

Average student score on pre-tests is 42%.

•

Average student score on post-tests is 95%.

•

Every student scored above 80% on the post-test, which shows mastery
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Taking a new approach to healthy living with an “Edible Landscaping”
event, Leu Gardens Executive Director, Robert Bowden, helped
participants discover the benefits of eating your landscape. In Cuisine
Corner, presenters shared tips on starting the year off right with healthy
eating habits. Chef Yamira Lee Johnson demonstrated how to create
delicious healthy snacks and meals that are easy to make. With a few
simple swaps, Library staff offered ways to easily change comfort food
recipes to a lighter and more nutritious meal without sacrificing an ounce
of flavor. The health benefits of tea and healthy Hispanic dishes were
offered at various locations. Edgewater is offering a six-week cooking
course on how to prepare and shop sensibly for healthy meals on a limited
budget. Certified Kidney Smart educators focused on how the kidneys
function and on keeping healthy. Patrons learned natural solutions to
emotional health concerns using Essential Oils during bi-lingual events,
offered in both English and Spanish. Various yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates, and
Zumba events continue to be offered at different locations. “Healthy Herb”
was offered at several locations with singing, dancing, and fitness fun for
the entire family. The Certifies In-Person Assisters were available at
multiple locations during January, to answer questions regarding the
Affordable Care Act and to help with enrollment in the Health Insurance
Marketplace. The American Heart Association continues to offer CPR
certification. Spending time working on puzzles improves memory,
cognitive function, and problem solving skills. Patrons were invited to join
in a “National Puzzle Day” event and put together a jigsaw puzzle with
library staff and other patrons.
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Healthy Living events featured a variety of offerings this quarter. With the use of
laughter, rhythm, and light exercise, patrons learned how to ignite endorphins
and receive positive physical and emotional wellness benefits with "Laughter
Lab Laughter Yoga." Certified In-Person Assisters were available to answer
questions regarding the Affordable Care Act and help with enrollment in the
Health Insurance Marketplace at several branches. Educators from Kidney Smart
shared how medications, diet, and nutrition work together to help keep people
healthy, and how to manage other related conditions, including diabetes and
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of the content.
Performance Measure 2:
•

Attendance for each camp will be tracked and surveys will be done at the
end of each session for students to evaluate curriculum and instruction.
We expect 80% of the students will complete all sessions for the camp.

•

93% of camp participants attended all camp sessions.

Performance Measure 3:
•

Students will demonstrate analytical thinking, creativity, problem-solving,
safety skills and sewing skills by presenting a completed sewing project.
We expect 80% of the students will complete the sewing project.

•

93% of camp participants completed the sewing projects.

We are investigating and researching the options of writing a grant for 2017-2018
to expand the program to one or more branches.

Lifelong Learning: B. Adult Learning Initiative
1. Expand health & wellness initiative & promotion

Progress
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The Orange County Library System launched an interactive storytime for
adults and seniors called “Storytime for Grownups” at several branches
this quarter. Storytellers presented different themes making each event a
unique experience. Storytimes featured history, travel to different countries
through folklore, legends and storytelling games, the preservation of family
stories through energetic dialogues, and the presentation of stories meant
to inspire intergenerational discussions about family history and
experiences. A volunteer fair that featured representatives from various
organizations was promoted to area senior living facilities for anyone
seeking opportunities to make a difference in the community. “Senior Chair
Fitness” attendees listened to music from their favorite decades while
doing a fitness routine focused on deep breathing, gentle stretching, and
isometrics. The “LIFE Information for Elders” series presented by Orange
County’s Commission on Aging included how to age gracefully, tips for
gaining a better understanding of the health risks from aging, and the
benefits of creating a personal health care team. Part of the Smart Senior
Seminar Series, “Healthy Living for Seniors” was offered at Southwest.
Various yoga and Pilates events were offered system-wide.
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The Next Chapter event series focuses on empowering the lives of seniors
through fun, educational and informative programs. This quarter, seniors
exercised their way to fitness in the “Introduction to Pilates” event with simple
moves that help alignment and encouraged flexibility. Representatives from the
Victim Service Center discussed the importance of seniors staying safe in
cyberspace and how to recognize internet scams. With millions of Americans
depending on Social Security as their primary source of retirement income, the
“Maximizing Benefits” event helped inform patrons about when and how to take
Social Security benefits while reducing taxes. “LIFE Information for Elders”,
presented by the Orange County’s Commission on Aging, shared proactive
approaches to healthy aging and managing stress, from speakers, including a
geriatric nurse and a physical therapist.
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OCLS hosted our first COHS graduation ceremony on 25 February. State
Librarian Amy Johnson, presented the Graduation Address and handed out
certificates to eight participating graduates. Friends and family joined the
graduates after the ceremony for a reception. There were 56 in attendance.
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Plans are being made for the first graduation ceremony to be held February 25.
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hypertension. Robert Bowden, Director of Leu Gardens, taught patrons about
seasonal vegetables, the easiest herbs to grow and which herbs can be grown
year-round in Central Florida. Certified Holistic Health Coach, Shahnaz Nensey,
demonstrated how organic skincare products can be easily found in your kitchen
using essential oils, herbs and spices for beauty and wellness. Powerful
meditation techniques were explored, and seasonal stress was discussed in the
"Reducing Stress through Meditation" program. In Cuisine Corner, Yamira Lee
Johnson, Head Chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira, shared healthy
holiday recipes everyone can make and enjoy this season. Other healthy holiday
meal programs were presented along with reducing stress with Tai Chi &
Qigong. The American Heart Association offered CPR certification.
2. Enhance "Next Chapter" offerings for adult seniors

3. Provide Career Online High School Diplomas & graduation ceremony

4. Develop curriculum and experiences for immersive technologies
Progress

Champion

Updated

Staff are in the final stages of development of the third class in the virtual
reality track, VR in Unity: First Person Perspective Game. This class will
teach students how to create a first-person perspective VR experience
using the Unity game design engine. Students will build on the concepts
and skills they learned in the Create a 3D Video Game classes. Topics will
include: creation of game mechanics that are optimized for virtual
environments, writing code to define movement, and overall best creative
practices.
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Attendance for the Introduction to Virtual Reality class continues strong
with an average of 5 students per class (maximum capacity for this class is
set to 6 students). In March, a new Virtual Reality Open Lab has been
scheduled following each Introduction to Virtual Reality class. These Open
Labs will offer students an opportunity to ask an instructor VR-specific
questions as well as a chance to try other VR experiences.
For a few years, we have offered a course called Create a 3D Video game. It is
presented as two, three-hour classes (Level 1 and 2) and teaches patrons how to
develop their own first-person style video game using Unity 3D Game
Development.
In November this year, we introduced a new class called Introduction to Virtual
Reality (VR). This class teaches students about the history of virtual reality and
where it falls along the spectrum of mixed reality. It covers the possibilities
available to game creators using major platforms and introduces resources
available to develop virtual reality experiences.
Within the next month or two, we expect the rollout of a class on how to create to
a prototype first-person perspective VR experience using Unity 3D. Content
would include settings, headset use in a developing environment, creating game
objects, creating code to define movement and overall best creative practices.
Later in 2017, curriculum will be introduced to teach participants to create a user
interface, covering strategies for control panels which allow interactions.
Another development, though not specifically related to curriculum, will be the
repurposing of the Simulator Lab into a combined Simulator/Virtual Reality
space. The simulators will be moved toward the front of the room, while the back
half of the room will serve as a VR teaching and demo environment for both
Unity 3D and HTC Vive game development. The visual appeal of the Sim Lab will
only be enhanced by VR activity that can be projected onto the large screens on
the back wall.

Lifelong Learning: C. Staff - Engaged Learning
1. Self-directed learning opportunities for staff: Provide more OCLS generated content as selfdirected learning opportunities
Progress

Champion

Updated

For the second quarter, an e-learning was created to highlight the changes
to statistics reporting in the Evanced event management system.
A training needs survey was sent to all OCLS employees to gain insights
and set priorities for training content creation going forward.
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During the first quarter, two trainings with OCLS created content were uploaded
into the SumTotal Learning Management System: CIS: Customer Interaction
Statistics, and Community Outreach: Connecting the Community to Library
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10 OCLS employees are currently enrolled in Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University course, which runs from the second quarter, into the third
quarter.
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During the first quarter, 19 OCLS employees participated in and completed Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University course.
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Resources.

2. Offer Financial Wellness skills

Community Engagement: A. Promotion
1. Leverage social media as a digital-marketing tool and create a social media marketing strategy
Progress

Champion

Updated

In December, January and February we placed social media ads for:
• Sunshine State Author Series
• Winter Book Sale
• Music Production Meetup with Artist DiViNCi in the Melrose Center
• Cookies & Milk With a Cop
• Melrose Creative Expo
• African-American Read-In
• Career Online High School
• Storytime for Grownups
• Black History Month Events
• Third Thursday Gallery Hop
For some of those events, we did see increased engagement on social
media, with people expressing interest or asking questions about the
events.
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One area where we saw an obvious return on our investment in the ads
was in response to the Winter Book Sale. We spent $200 to promote the
event on Facebook, and we had more than 1,000 people express interest in
attending the sale. The sale brought in $6,678 in income, which is the most
seen for a single booksale in several years. For the next book sale, the
Friends of the Library plan to do some detailed surveying of patrons to ask
where they learned about the sale and to determine how many visitors the
bookstore receives over the course of a book sale weekend.
Key members of the Community Relations Department are analyzing the
social media marketing efforts to date and creating a social media
marketing strategy that will help create more impactful social media
messaging and advertising.
OCLS has had success getting local blog Bungalower to use the Melrose
Center to record an audio podcast called "Bungalower and the Bus," with
Brendan O'Connor and John Busdeker. Every time Bungalower posts a
new podcast, they mention the Melrose Center as the venue for their
recording. The podcast was recently picked up by Real Radio 104.1 FM to
run on air on Friday nights at 9 p.m.
After making a concerted effort in 2016 to build and develop our social media
following, we have increased our social media footprint significantly, and we have
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allocated a portion of our monthly marketing budget to purchase social media
ads to draw further attention to our programs and events.
We have begun to promote:
 Melrose Awards
 Sunshine State Author Series
 Gifts & Greetings store
 EPulp Reviewers
 Windermere 25th anniversary
 A general "likes" ad on Facebook
We are also contacting bloggers that interact with us to ask them to act as social
media ambassadors for the library. We hope to engage them to attend programs
and write about them and share on social media to help spread the message to
the community about what the library has to offer.
2. Grow organic social media presence and use it to connect with the community
Progress
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Updated

We have begun using Facebook Live streaming video to capture library
events and news that we think will resonate with our followers. Our goal is
to use live video to both promote programs and to give people a more
personable view of the Orange County Library System through interviews
with staff and presenters.
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So far, we have completed four Facebook Live events.
Our first was video of staff member Sarah Fisk’s presentation called “The
Author’s Press Kit.” During the broadcast, we had a peak of 10 live viewers
and afterward the video continued to take on new life. By the end of
February, we had 996 video views, reached 3,309 people and saw 131
engagements with the post. The average viewers were women ages 25-34—
an important demographic to reach of library users.
Overall Facebook Live stats to date:
Peak Viewers: 54
Video Views: 2,180
Reach: 8,404
Engagement: 254
Additionally, our Snapchat account continues to grow. We now have 103
followers, and we gained 34 new followers as a result of placing our
snapcode on eye-catching table tents that were recently distributed
throughout the library system. Our story completion rate still remains
strong even with new followers with an average of 88%. We plan to
continue exploring video and dark social as a means to educate and
engage with library users on social media.
One of the challenges we face with promoting the library through social
media is that we sometimes need a unique platform to discuss trending
topics and ideas, or share information in a social media-friendly way. To
address this issue, we have launched OCLS Blog, a place where staff can
write about topics that help connect the library to its audience in short,
informative posts that have some connection to library services or
messages. Some sample posts include:
• Books to Read to Children for Women's History Month
• The Maker Movement Comes to Colonial Drive
• Nine Hobbies to Try in 2017
We have been sharing the content from the blog on social media in an
effort to give people a new entry point to engage with the library that is
similar to how they are consuming other media.
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We have been steadily building our social media audience over time, helping us
cast a wider net when we share our message and events. Our social media stats
at a glance:
 11,696 "likes" on our Facebook page
 7,754 followers on Twitter (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
 1,683 followers in Instagram (OCLS and Melrose Center combined)
We also continue to support GoodReads, Pinterest and Tumblr accounts.
Also worth mentioning, are some of the experimental channels with whom we are
working. We’ve gained 43 followers on our Snapchat account since starting it in
June. This account is only promoted via our Facebook and Twitter profiles as
we’ve changed them to our Snapcodes, similar to QR codes, that allow followers
to automatically add us. We typically run a handful of “stories” a month on our
Snapchat account and since counting statistics starting in September we’ve seen
an average story completion rate of about 90 percent. We also saw our first
screenshot this month on a story we created promoting Native American
literature. Instagram has launched a similar feature called Instagram Stories.
Comparatively, while we get more viewers by the sheer consequence of having
more followers on Instagram, we only see a completion rate on our stories of
about 52 percent. We are also beginning to work with our Events and Programs
Department to do more Facebook Live events, in which we are directly streaming
video to Facebook. We used it in December to do a preview of a Cuisine Corner
event, and we hope to make this a regular feature to engage our Facebook
audience and build excitement about library programs.
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The Free Yourself campaign launched the first week in February, when
Knight mailed 100,000 brochures to households in Orange County. Due to
some problems finding enough lapsed users with valid emails tied to their
accounts, we shifted the original targets of the mailing to include
approximately 28,000 lapsed users and 72,000 new-card prospects. The
mailing was followed by an email that linked recipients to a landing page
that details library services. The first email went out two weeks after the
mailing, and two more email blasts will go out in March and April, spaced
approximately four weeks apart.
Our call center logged 23 calls from patrons who had questions about the
Free Yourself campaign.
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We are also working on a new blog for OCLS to have more shareable content
relevant to our mission to post to social media. Staff have been invited to
contribute. We hope this will help people understand how the library intersects
with the community, current events and trends.
3. Participate in Knight Campaign pilot

The Knight Agency's initial reporting on the campaign indicates that 1,688
people visited the Free Yourself landing page as of February 19. We are
awaiting further reporting from Knight.
We have taken the initiative to enhance the campaign by placing a series of
paid ads on social media, as well as in Orlando Weekly and Orlando
Sentinel, in an effort to further the message.
We have been working diligently on the launch of a marketing campaign created
by the Knight Agency to promote libraries. Knight was engaged a vendor to
create the campaign, called "Free Yourself" to promote library services. Knight
worked with OCLS on a pilot version of the campaign, which is scheduled to
launch in January 2017.

Progress

Champion

Updated

Progress

Champion

Updated

This quarter, initial conversations were held with CareerSource Central
Florida about bringing their Veteran Service professionals to library
facilities, to serve community Veterans. CareerSource is evaluating their
resources and identifying areas of the community they feel are
underserved. It is hoped, that by Fall 2017, there will be an effort to place
one of their Veteran Service professionals in at least one OCLS facility, at
least one day per month.
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According to the Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs, " Florida has the third
largest population of veterans in the nation, after California and Texas with more
than 1.6 million veterans." In partnership with CareerSource Central Florida,
OCLS designed a system-wide interactive series to teach children, and their
families, about the branches of the military and to honor those who have served
our country.
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The campaign features a brochure that highlights unique services of OCLS,
which will be mailed to 100,000 households in the greater Orlando area. Forty
thousand of those would be lapsed users from our database, and 60,000 would
be people who live in our service area who are not currently cardholders. After
the brochures are mailed, Knight will follow up with an email blast to encourage
library use.
The campaign will also be featured in the January 2017 edition of "Books and
Beyond" newsletter, and we will work with Knight to promote it on our social
media channels. We are also discussing future use.
4. Engage in community events to celebrate Veterans

The Library System hosted, "Vets! Our Heroes!" with over 500 participants across
Orange County. There was a specific program for each branch of the military:
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard. Each program was designed
as follows:
the playing of the anthem
a lesson about the mission the branch of the military
a conversation with a Vet from CareerSource Central Florida
an activity created or enhanced by our librarians
the signing of the pledge board
the creating of cards to thank Vets
Thanks to our partners at CareerSource Central Florida, cards were presented to
the American Legion and Mission United, United Way for distribution to our local
veterans. They received signed copies of the pledge boards to display. What
follows is the language on the board:
"I am protected, my family is too,
I thank all our veterans with gratitude.
They fought for us all, for me and for you,
our freedom's the result of the work that they do!
So thank a veteran with respect and regard,
for defending our country and fighting so hard!
I promise to remember when I see them around
we owe them so much I will say "thanks" out loud!"
On 19 November 2016, this program was presented to over 250 Veterans at the
State Convention for the Florida American Legion. They learned about the
program and saw the video created by OCLS staff.
OCLS will be applying for the Big Read Grant, which will feature a book about a
platoon of American soldiers in the Vietnam War. If awarded, this program will be
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held in the fall. While the book is for adults, we include "Vets! Our Heroes!" during
the grant to offer programs for children as well.
On 14 December 2016, the program was shared with the State Librarian as she
toured the Chickasaw Branch Library. She was provided with collateral, a copy
of the video and a signed pledge board to take back to the State Library.
Plans are underway to update the program for next year.

Community Engagement: B. Engage with/in Community Content Development
1. Evaluate results of marketing campaign
Progress

Champion

Updated

Early reporting from Knight indicates that there were 1,688 visitors to the
Free Yourself landing page tied to the campaign as of February 19. We are
awaiting further statistics from Knight. To date, our call center has logged
23 calls related to the campaign. The campaign will deliver two more email
blasts -- one in March and one in April -- before it is complete.
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When the marketing campaign created by Knight wraps up, we will work with the
agency to evaluate the results. Knight will be counting traffic to a landing page.
We will track traffic to our site, new card registrations, program attendance and
the number of lapsed users who received the mailing who returned to use the
library after the campaign launch.
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In February, the Orlando Public Library hosted a show by a well-known
group of local street artists called the B-Side Artists Collective. The show
was highlighted in the Downtown Arts District's Third Thursday Gallery
Hop, and it featured work from artists German Lemus, Chris Tobar
Rodriguez and Tre Harris. A reception featuring Orisirisi African Folklore
was held on February 16 to open the show.
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2. Host local and national art displays or events

On March 25, Women in the Arts hosted its annual "Celebrating the Genius
of Women" art show at the Orlando Public Library. The show, which strives
to highlight and support accomplished female artists, features work from
local, national and international artists. This year, artists from Texas,
Poland, Greece, Bulgaria and Russia had work featured in the show, and
there were approximately 65 people in attendance for the awards
ceremony. Local artist Vicki Jones was selected as the first-prize winner in
the competition. "Celebrating the Genius of Women" will be on display at
the Orlando Public Library through April 23.
The Orange County Regional History Center has loaned us some galleryquality museum walls that we plan to use for our second-floor gallery
space. We plan to display large-scale prints from the History Center's
photo collection, and our first exhibit will feature citrus-crate labels from
historic Florida groves.
We are doing several things to maximize the use of our art walls and new exhibit
space on the second floor:
1. We are creating a database of local artists who may have an interest in
exhibiting work at one of our 16 locations.
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2. We are working with the Orange County Regional History Center to coordinate
rotating exhibits of large-format photos from their collections to be displayed on
the second floor of the Orlando Public Library.
3. We are adding UV filters to the windows on the second floor of the Orlando
Public Library, so that the space will be eligible for more traveling national and
regional exhibits.
4. We are in the process of creating a facility physical environment report that we
can send to organizations that require one.
3. Develop community content and programming to support it - EPOCH, Orlando Memory, E-Pulp
Progress
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Staff visited 10 local funeral homes to let them know about EPOCH. As a
result of this, one funeral home has agreed to partner with us and add
obituaries to EPOCH. On 6 February an EPOCH presentation was done at
the North Orlando District Conference for the New Bethel AME Church for
65 attendees. We have received several follow up requests for materials.
EPOCH was presented to the North Brevard Genealogical Society on 13
March for 72 attendees. We have been asked to write an article about
EPOCH for their summer newsletter.
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Work on the redesign of Orlando Memory has begun. Staff continue to
gather relevant content from around the community, such as pictures of
the mural on the side of the Library Parking Garage before it is hidden by
new construction. Staff presented at 3 events and completed 7 interviews
for Orlando Memory. The iPad for capturing on the spot memories has
been installed next to the Orlando Remembered display on the fourth floor.
Regarding ePULP:
• Official ePULP newsletter created and scheduled to be sent for April
2017 - and at least one per month following
• Approved Reviewers: 173
• Submitted e-books posted to review site: 22
• E-books positively reviewed and moved to ePULP for lending: 6
• E-books reviewed and not selected for ePULP – 2
Regarding e-books that are not positively reviewed, an email is sent to the
author informing that their e-book was not selected for ePULP. The author
is also given the opportunity to request the feedback left by reviewers, and
the option to learn more about re-submitting their e-book for review at a
later date.
During this quarter, OCLS conducted six interviews and attended four outreach
events for Orlando Memory, with an attendance of 92. Staff attended the sixmonth remembrance of the Pulse Nightclub Tragedy and added content gathered
to Orlando Memory. Offsite EPOCH presentations are being scheduled, with two
planned for the second quarter.
Google ads are being developed and search engine optimization tactics are
being explored to market EPOCH. Staff plan to reach out again to local
independent funeral homes. Staff will explore reaching out to retirement
communities, estate planners, and some key citizens. Pricing for advertisements
in local/community newspapers and an informational postcard mailing will be
gathered. Program development and a marketing plan will be created for
Preservation Week (April) with EPOCH and Orlando Memory activities.
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A committee has been meeting monthly to plan a series of events to
commemorate the one-year anniversary of Pulse. During the week of June
11-17, we will host various programs that help us honor the victims of the
Pulse shooting, show our support for a diverse community and highlight
the conversations that have arisen in the year since the shooting took
place.
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ePulp
Since launch, on 1 August 2016, ten authors have submitted nineteen works to
the site. So far, thirteen books have met the criteria and are ready fort for
reviewing. There is a total of forty-five registered reviewers: forty-one patrons and
four staff. There have been twenty book reviews submitted.
Plans are currently in the works to move of 4-5 positively reviewed books to the
regular ePulp collection.
Presentations about ePulp were given to the Library Board of Trustees, Friends
of the Library Board, and to staff. A presentation proposal, “Community Created
E-book Collection: From Idea to Reality,” has been accepted for the 2017 FLA
Conference.
A reviewer eNewsletter has been made to keep ePulp reviewers informed of new
titles, titles needing reviews and the decision status for titles reaching the end of
their review period. Two issues have been distributed.

4. Plan/Support Pulse Anniversary event

We plan to host the following events:
• Pulse Remembrance: An event featuring songs, poems and prose
composed in memory of June 12, 2016.
• Love Y.A.: A Celebration of Diverse Young Adult Literature: A
reflection on the events that have impacted our community with a
panel discussion of diverse young adult authors. Ages 13 and up.
• Art show in collaboration with local art store Sam Flax, modeled
after Paint Strong. This year's show will ask participating artists to
address the question: What has changed? The goal is to create a
body of new work that helps people express their feelings one year
after the tragedy. We are also discussing the possibility with Sam
Flax of hosting an accompanying panel discussion.
• Love letters to strangers: An event where people can gather at
libraries to write letters of encouragement, love and support to
anyone who might need them.
• We are also discussing ways to make sure that all branches are
represented and have an opportunity to participate.
• We have been in communication with both the county and the city
to make sure they are aware of our planning, and we have let them
know that our intent is to offer programming that complements their
plans to name June 12 a "Day of Love and Kindness" in Orange
County.
Community Relations, Events and Programs Department, and Youth Services
staff are discussing a one-year Pulse Remembrance event.

Community Engagement: C. Pursue Funding Opportunities / Facilities
1. Individualize 2 branches to meet community needs
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Alafaya's adjustments for the service area were finalized last quarter and
this quarter programming began. This includes Maker Mondays for kids
ages 8 and up, Early Literacy events such as SMART Start, Move & Play,
Artsy Toddler, & Baby Bash and hands-on technology learning classes for
kids that focus on coding, robotics, filming and other interactive
technologies such as Lego Wedo, Lego Mindstorm, Littlebits, Ozobots,
Dash Robots, Snap Circuit, & Film class. All combined nearly 30 of these
type programs have taken place this quarter with a total attendance of
almost 750.
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The following grant applications are in process this quarter:
• An EBSCO Solar grant in the amount of $100,000 for the purchase
and installation of solar panels at two library locations.
• A BIG READ community reading program application based on the
book The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien.
• A Best Buy Community Grant to create Android and Apple IOS app
development camps for Teens.
• An Awesome Foundation application to purchase yarn and fabric
for a charity knitting project.
• A Motorola Foundation grant in the amount of $10,000 for Fab Lab
curriculum, equipment, and materials for the development of new
initiatives and the enhancement of existing programs.
• A NASA @ My Library grant for the South Trail Branch Library to
create STEM learning opportunities for library patrons living in
geographic areas currently undeserved in STEM education.
• The Library received notification that the YALSA and TEI Landmark
Audio applications submitted last quarter were not awarded
funding.
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The Library initiated the following grant applications during the quarter:
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The Herndon Branch engaged in a process to identify areas of interest for
the surrounding community. Three key areas of interest were identified:
Early Learning, Popular Culture, and Technology/STEAM. Staff selfselected into one of three teams. Each team has concentrated on providing
programming focused in these areas. This team oriented approach, and
focus on target areas of interest, has led to increased event offerings and
attendance at the Herndon Branch.
The Alafaya Branch was selected as a site for renewed community focus. Staff
engaged in a process to identify and develop new service areas. Early Literacy,
Maker Space, and Technology Learning were areas targeted for the new focus.
Additional resources have been ordered and special programming is being
planned as the Branch launches their new focus areas in 2017.

2. Pursue grant opportunities

An application to the Young Adults Library Services Association (YALSA) in the
amount of $1,000 to encourage outstanding Teen Tech Week activities for and
with teens, especially those teens who lack access to up to date technology. The
Library is proposing to purchase computer coding training toys and to host
programs to meet the grant requirement that our proposal "helps teens gain skills
in using digital media, whether to help with school work, explore personal
interests or prepare for careers."
An application to TEI Landmark Audio (an audio book publisher) in the amount of
$1,000 to celebrate the companies' 25 years of "Giving a Voice to Literature," TEI
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Library staff continue to gather information about the Lake Nona and
Horizon West sections of the County. In addition, they visited grow areas to
identify travel patterns and community hubs where siting a new library
would be desirable.
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Landmark Audio plans to award (25) $1000 grants to support literacy for young
people.
In addition to the grants submitted, the Library formed a team to submit an
application to Better World Books for their “Game Changing” ideas grant program
which aims to help advance a compelling literacy project.
The Library agreed to serve as a partner and event host site for a grant being
submitted by Rollins College for an NEH grant entitled “Dialogues on the
Experience of War.” If awarded it will entail discussion groups and public events
that create conversations with humanities faculty, veterans and the general
public about the experience of war and military service.
Walt Disney World notified the Library that it was the recipient of an employee
matching grant. The Library was subsequently registered and listed as an option
for future employee matching grants.

3. Explore new branch sites

During this quarter, no alternative sites for the Herndon Branch Library
were identified.
The Library continues to monitor area growth and development reports. Areas of
rapid growth such as Lake Nona, in south Orange County and Horizon West, in
the western portion of the County, have been identified as potential sites for
future expansion. Plans are being made to visit and meet with community
representatives in those areas early in 2017.
Staff are meeting with CBRE to explore alternate locations for the Herndon
Branch Library.

4. Celebrate branch anniversaries at South Creek (15th), Edgewater (20th), and Windermere (25th)
Anniversary
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Edgewater and South Creek staff are busy planning their respective special
anniversary celebrations. The Edgewater Branch will celebrate in August
and the South Creek Branch in October.
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The Windermere Branch Library marked their 25th year in operation as a branch
of the Orange County Library System. The Town of Windermere and Orange
County Library System entered into a joint operating agreement that began in
1991. Nearly 700 people (almost triple the normal attendance) visited the Branch
on Saturday, 17 December to enjoy birthday cake, storytelling, face painting,
crafts, a 3D printing demonstration, and music. A ceremonial ribbon cutting was
held with Mary Anne Hodel and Gary Bruhn, Mayor of Windermere. They agreed
the cutting was to honor the next 25 years!
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Director’s Report: April 2017
We have had a lot of good news to share about various projects and events this month.
First, we have handed out all of our scholarships for Career Online High School, a program we participate
in that allows adult learners a chance to earn an accredited high school diploma by taking online courses
and working with a coach to help them stay on top of their studies. We have had more than 100 students
sign up for Career Online High School since we started offering the program, and we are hoping that more
money will become available for scholarships in June if the Legislature adds funding for the program to the
state budget. In the meantime, interested students can still take the self-assessment and pre-requisite classes
to prepare for admission, but we will not be able to award additional scholarships until we find out if the
funding will be available from the state.
Danielle King, manager of the Alafaya Branch, was recently honored with the Romance Writers of
America’s Librarian of the Year Award. She was nominated for the honor by Lorelei’s Lit Lair, which
partners with Alafaya in presenting romance-author events, and USA Today’s Happily Ever After blog
published an interview with Danielle about her award. We’re proud of Danielle for earning this
recognition.
The Melrose Center launched a new project on April 1 called Melrose in the Mix, which featured local
songwriters group the Swamp Sistas Songwriters Circle recording live in the Melrose audio studio before a
live audience. The event will take place a second time in April, in conjunction with the Florida Music
Festival, and then will happen every other month, featuring different local musicians and recording artists.
Speaking of the Melrose Center, Laura Browning, Library Services Supervisor from Valencia College’s
Lake Nona Campus, attended a Voice of Melrose Open Mic night on March 23. She told staff that she is a
big fan of the Melrose Center and has been following our social media accounts to learn about the Center’s
events and projects. She said that when her staff sees something new happening at the Melrose, they want
to emulate it. We’re pleased to be recognized by another local library organization for our hard work and
innovation.
We had some big events happen in March, including a Small Business Expo at the South Creek Branch,
which drew 414 people who came to browse goods being sold by local entrepreneurs. Each of the local
entrepreneurs donated $10 per table for the event, yielding $180 in proceeds for the Friends. People really
enjoyed the event, and many asked when the next Small Business Expo would be held. Our final
installment of the Sunshine State Author Series also drew a good crowd. A total of 261 people attended an
author talk and book signing with children’s author Jackson Pearce at the Chickasaw Branch.
Registration opened for Summer Reading Program on April 1. The theme for this year’s Summer Reading
Program is Build a Better World, and the program runs from June 3 through August 5. This year, we
welcome back popular musical acts Koo Koo Kanga Roo and SteveSongs, four branches will once again
host Summer Breakspot, and MIX 105.1 FM will be back to host summer celebration events at all of our
library branches.

In May, when the Florida Library Association holds its annual conference, the Orange County Library
System will be well-represented. We will have 25 staff members presenting at the conference, on topics
ranging from hands-on coding classes for young programmers to sewing programs at libraries to ePULP.
The complete list of presenters and topics is listed below.
FLA 2017 Presenters from OCLS:
Mary Anne Hodel
Committee Member
Gregg Gronlund
Path to U.S. Citizenship Can Start at Libraries
Jackie Robinson
Essentials in Developing and Supporting Technology Educators
Vanya Walker
Mod Learning with Minecraft
Matthew David
PLANET: app-in-hand collection and tablet style teaching
Natalie Houston
Hands-On Coding for Young Programmers
Alyson Murray
Hands-On Coding for Young Programmers
Nicole Suarez
Hands-On Coding for Young Programmers
Ryan Baichan
Hands-On Coding for Young Programmers
Michael Sweeney
It's Sew Easy
Tammy Erikstrup
Families are Essential 2 Education, Building a Community of Users
Vivi Valencia-Serrano Families are Essential 2 Education, Building a Community of Users
Tyler Tarrant – FHC Families are Essential 2 Education, Building a Community of Users
Joanna Ruby Bucaro Families are Essential 2 Education, Building a Community of Users
Debbie Moss
FLA Outcomes and Standards Update
Donna Bachowski
COHS – Career Online High School
Myriam Delien
It’s Sew Easy
Melanie Higgins
Membership Committee
Amy VanSchaik
ePulp
Josh Persad
ePulp
Jo Ann Sampson
ePulp
Tony Orengo
Essentials in Developing and Supporting Technology Educators
Yesenia Arroyo
Mod Learning with Minecraft
Valerie Dawson
It’s Sew Easy
Ormilla Vengersammy Essentials in Developing and Supporting Technology Educators
Melrose Center
• On March 16, the Melrose Center hosted the Greater Orlando Maker City Roundtable. The event
brought together 22 people – mostly from Central Florida – to discuss the local maker movement,
compare ideas and observations, and ultimately draft a group pledge to help solidify efforts to
benefit the movement in the community. Included among the guests was Adam Savage of
Mythbusters fame, who was in town on tour (he appeared at the Dr. Phillips Center later that night)
and serves as a Board Member for Nation of Makers. Also in attendance were four board members
from The Maker Effect Foundation who organized the roundtable, and representatives from the
Orlando Chamber of Commerce, the City of Orlando, the Orlando Science Center, Walt Disney
Imagineering and folks representing a variety of maker spaces and creative organizations. The
roundtable was moderated by Dr. Ron Picollo from UCF, who actually moderated a community
visioning session about the Melrose Center before its creation.
• Also on March 16, we premiered our new event, Script Orlando. Script Orlando is a series of brief
talks (approximately 20 minutes) presented members of the community who have been nominated
by other members of the community. The idea is to nominate someone whose accomplishments
and/or story would be interesting, inspiring and informative to attendees. The first edition featured
Donnie Hamlett (founder of Recruit4Cloud and president of the OpenStack Central Florida User
Group) and popular Orlando photographer Jim Hobart (owner of Macbeth Studio.) The event drew
14 attendees, and was featured in the Bungalower: http://bungalower.com/2017/03/15/new-talkseries-public-chooses-speaker/
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On March 13 and 14, we hosted Kathy Aloniu from Dunedin Public Libraries in Dunedin, New
Zealand. Kathy was awarded a travel scholarship from the New Zealand Library Association. In
2014, Dunedin City Library won the national GigaTown competition, which led to the development
of a digital hub being designed in the Library. Kathy is travelling the United States for three weeks,
visiting numerous libraries with technology centers. While visiting us, Kathy took part in classes,
met with the Director, Melrose and TEC staff, and observed studio activities in the Center.
Open Mic: The Voice of Melrose continued in March, with 23 folks attending and eight performing.
Our April Open Mic will feature Teen Poetry Contest entrants who want to read the poetry on stage
(as well as our usual forum of performer signups).
We had five staff-led Meetups in the Melrose center in March:
o On March 8, Orlando Audio Meetup hosted veteran radio program director Dennis Martinez for
his presentation, “Inside the Radio Business”, with 12 patrons in attendance.
o On March 15, Orlando Video & Post Production Meetup welcomed former Orange TV
Producer Bill Suchy for his presentation, “Basics of Documentary Filmmaking”, which drew 32
attendees.
o Orlando Photo+Design Meetup was responsible for three meetup events, with a graphic design
workshop about Photoshop layer management on March 9 that was attended by 3, an Outdoor
Photo Walk on March 12 attended by 6, and a portfolio sharing meetup on March 14 attended
by 5.
The Melrose Meetup Groups continued to see their memberships increase in March:
o Orlando Audio; 388 (+36 from last month)
o Orlando Photo+Design; 1,147 (+102)
o Orlando Video & Post Production; 741 (+71)
There were nine community meetups in the Melrose Center during March, with attendance as
follows:
o Internet of Things; 18
o Indienomicon; 118
o Orlando Podcasters; 2
o Orlando.net Users Group; 22
o Orlando Unity 3D Development (four meetups); 8,3,4,4
o Orlando Electronic Music Group; 30
In March, 258 people took advantage of the self-guided tour of the Center, while 121 patrons
completed the OnDemand Orientation.
We welcomed 213 new Melrose Members in March, up 13% from last year.
Notable Melrose Center mentions:
The blog Low Income relief posted a very complimentary piece about the Melrose Center:
http://lowincomerelief.com/orange-county-public-library-free/
Lemonhearted.com posted an article listing freelance-friendly spaces to work in Orlando, and the
Melrose Center topped the list: http://lemonhearted.com/freelance-friendly/
On March 31, The Bungalower featured the Melrose in the Mix session among their weekend pick:
http://bungalower.com/2017/03/31/bungalower-weekend-event-picks-march-31-april-2/
Speaking of The Bungalower, their staff again recorded a podcast in one of the Melrose Center
Sound Booths on March 30, posting about it on Facebook:
“Wrapped up another great episode of Bungalower and The Bus. Thanks again to the Orange
County Library System (FL) for letting us use the Melrose Center to record. Listen to the show
tomorrow on Real Radio 104.1 at 9 pm.”

Members of the Bungalower Team
Alafaya
• On 1 March, Josh Shidel and Michelle Bernabe hosted two sessions of “Bubble Playtime” at
Alafaya. This event helps toddlers develop motor skills through bubbles. A total of 79 patrons
attended these two events.
• On 1 and 7 March, Danielle King visited with the Rotary Club to discuss library services. She
spoke to a total of 30 people.
• On 2 March, Lauren Mathur hosted “Read Across America: Dr. Seuss-A-Thon” at Alafaya. This
event featured Seuss stories and crafts. A total of 16 patrons attended this event.
• On 2, 9, 16, and 23 March, an outside presenter hosted “Advanced American Sign Language” at
Alafaya. This series built upon the teachings earlier in the year. A total of 63 patrons attended this
series.
• On 4 March, Josh Shidel hosted “Super Science” at Alafaya. This features interactive science
activities for kids and tweens. A total of 22 patrons attended this event.
• On 4 March, Lauren Mathur hosted “Women Make History” at Alafaya. This event featured
activities focusing on historic contributions from women. A total of 17 patrons attended this event.
• On 4 March, Danielle King attended an outreach for “Annual Conference for Exceptional Student
Education.” She spoke to a total of 89 people about library services.
• On 6 March, Lauren Mathur hosted “Smart Start” at Alafaya. This event focuses on hands on
science, math, and art activities for kids age 2-4. A total of 52 patrons attended this event.
• On 6, 13, 20, and 27 March, Melissa Lawrence, Kreg Dobzinski, and Andrew Jeffries hosted
“Maker Monday at Alafaya. This regular event challenges kids age 8-15 to problem solve and
create. A total of 67 patrons attended these events.
• On 7, 14, 21, and 28 March, David Smith and Lauren Mathur hosted Citizenship Inspired at
Alafaya. The series prepares students for the citizenship test. A total of 42 patrons attended this
series.
• On 8 March, “An Evening with Jackson Pearce” occurred at Alafaya. This was a author event with
the popular juvenile fiction writer, Jackson Pearce. A total of 84 patrons attended this event.
• On 12 March, Chris Nulph hosted “Lucky Lures: DIY Leprechaun Traps” at Alafaya. This program
encouraged kids to use their imagination in creating a leprechaun trap. A total of 16 patrons
attended this event.
• On 13 March, Lauren Mathur hosted “Move and Play” at Alafaya. This was a musical program for
kids aged 2-5. A total of 45 patrons attended this event.
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On 17 March, Joanne Southworth hosted “ShamROCKS!” at Alafaya. This event featured St.
Patrick’s Day related crafts for kids. A total of 26 patrons attended this event.
On 18 March, an outside presenter hosted “Center Ring Spectacle” at Alafaya. This event featured a
variety act from a local circus troupe. A total of 25 patrons attended this event.
On 19 March, Josh Shidel hosted “How to: Basic First Aid” at Alafaya. This event featured simple
first aid practices for kids. A total of 24 patrons attended this event.
On 20 March, Ana Salmoran-Cruz hosted “Artsy Toddler” at Alafaya. This regular program teaches
kids about different styles of art. A total of 46 patrons attended this event.
On 21 March, Jaclyn Kobylarski hosted “DIY Sun Art” at Alafaya. This art form uses natural
objects and sunlight to create works of art. A total of 23 patrons attended this event.
On 22 March, Lauren Mathur hosted “Afternoon Art” at Alafaya. This event teaches kids about a
different artist every week. A total of 42 patrons attended this event.
On 23 March, Jaclyn Kobylarski hosted “DIY Ice Cream in a Bag” at Alafaya. This event taught
kids how to make ice cream using household ingredients. A total of 31 patrons attended this event.
On 24 March, Michelle Bernabe hosted “Candy Sushi” at Alafaya. This event use basic candy to
make fun creations. A total of 25 patrons attended this event.
On 27 March, Lisa Glassford hosted “Baby Bash” at Alafaya. This program helps develop motor
skills in children ages 0-2. A total of 30 patrons attended this event.
On 29 March, the “Pinkalicious” checkout promotion ended at Alafaya. A total of 49 patrons
received promotional vouchers.
On 30 March, Danielle King hosted “Wrangled and Tangled” at Alafaya. This regular event
celebrates romance stories and their different themes. A total of 24 patrons attended this event.

Chickasaw
• On 2 March, 93 children and adults participated in “ArtReach” and celebrated with local artists as
they lead workshops that fostered creativity and empowered children to use art as a way to make
positive changes.
• On 3 March, Chickasaw hosted 107 children and adults for “Pop Up Crafts.” Everyone enjoyed
using their hands to get creative and have fun.
• On 6 March, 49 children and parents attended “Tiny House: Kitchen Play” at Chickasaw. Little
explorers were able to learn, grow and play with hands-on activities inspired by using objects in the
kitchen!
• On 10 March, Chickasaw hosted Jackson Pearce, co-author of Pip Bartlett's Guide to Magical
Creatures, on the Sunshine State Young Reader's Award list for third to fifth grade, as she read
from and discussed her book with 261 students and teachers from Renaissance Charter School.
• On 13 March, Chickasaw hosted 37 children and parents for “Puppet Show and a Craft.” Children
and parents were entertained with an engaging puppet show followed by a craft that helped build
fine motor skills.
• On 18 March, Chickasaw hosted an acoustic performance from Shaun Williams. Shaun delivered a
fun and unique blend of popular cover music and original acoustic songs that 23 patrons enjoyed.
• On Mondays and Tuesdays in March, Chickasaw hosted “English from Zero” to help folks learn
basic language skills; an average of 25 students attended each class.
• On Tuesdays in March an average of 42 children and parents attended, “Toddler Time” at
Chickasaw. This weekly event includes stories and activities for children ages 18-36 months.
• Every Tuesday in March an average of 28 children and parents participated in Chickasaw’s
“Storybook Fun.” This read-aloud program includes folk and animal tales, songs, and poetry for
children ages 3-5.
• Each Tuesday in March a total of 41 children and parents attended, “Storytime Crafts” at
Chickasaw. This event is held right after story time to help develop fine motor skills.
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On Tuesdays in March an average of 14 children and parents attended, “Tiny Tales” at Chickasaw.
This weekly event includes rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes to introduce very young
children to literature.
Every Wednesday in March an average of 33 children and parents attended, “Rhyme Time
Storytime” at Chickasaw. This weekly event explores and practices rhyming and letter recognition
through stories, activities, and crafts.
Each Wednesday in March, “Introduction to Latin Dance” hosted an average of 15 people each
week learning Latin Dance for the first time or improving their skills
Each Wednesday in March Chickasaw hosted “Basic Spanish” with an average of 9 participants
ready to learn basic language skills for those who speak little to no Spanish.
Each Thursday, beginning 9 March, Chickasaw hosted an average of 18 children for “Sunshine
Playtime.” Children of all abilities had the opportunity to form friendships, develop an appreciation
for individual differences and learn through role-playing, problem solving, imagination and
exploration.
On Thursdays in March, “Practice Makes Perfect” hosted an average of 17 people each week
practicing their English skills.
Every Saturday in March Chickasaw had an average of 18 people attend “Citizenship Inspired.”
This 4-week program prepares students for the U.S. Naturalization Test and Interview.

Eatonville
• On 1, 8, 15 & 29 March Eatonville Branch hosted "Tutoring" through our joint partnership with
Positive Flow Foundation. Forty-five K-12 graders received assistance with reading and math.
• On 2 March, Beverley-Ann Galloway hosted “Seussville Celebration.” Eleven attendees enjoyed a
Seussville Ball with stories, crafts, and songs.
• On 6 March, Patty Brinkman hosted “Follow That Turtle” for fourteen after schoolers who learned
about sea turtles, how they are threatened with extinction, and how to protect them.
• On 7 March, Eatonville hosted “Dramatic Disney” to 51 second graders from Hungerford
Elementary. The students and teachers had a fun time learning choreography to some of the latest
Disney songs.
• On 7, 14 & 21 March, Patty Brinkman hosted “Write Your Own Book” where kids ages 9 –12,
inspiration to create their own autobiography will be drawn from the legacy of well-known AfricanAmerican children’s author, novelist, Zora Neale Hurston. A combined total of 32 students from
Life Academy attended these three sessions.
• On 14 March, Latasha Gordon hosted “Money as You Grow.” This money smart program
introduces financial literacy to youth with stories, activities and crafts. A total of 10 kids were in
attendance.
• On 28 March, Eatonville kicked off their series of 6 week events for "Get Ready for K." A total of
30 preschoolers from Hungerford Elementary VPK class and LaShundra's Tots joined us for songs
and stories to help them begin learning the skills that they will need to start kindergarten.
• On 29 March, 50 tickets were distributed during the “Check It Out: Pinkalicious” at the Orlando
Shakespeare Theater promotion.
• On Thursday mornings during March, children, teachers, and parents from the community,
attended Eatonville’s weekly “Smarty Pants Story Time.” A total attendance of 174 was recorded.
Edgewater
• On 3 March, "Seussville Celebration" had 26 patrons in attendance. Attendees young and old were
excited about creating cool colorful crafts after the reading of Cat In The Hat and What Pet Should I
Get. They were entertained with games, creating their own cat in the hat and fish bowl crafts.
• On 7 March, Edgewater staff reached out to 197 students, parents and teachers at the “Radiant Life
Academy Science Fair, K-4.” Visitors to the library’s exhibit got information on upcoming library
events and classes.
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On 8 March, Ruth Wiley and Michael Donohue reached out to 156 students at the “College Park
Middle School Library Card Registration Drive” which was organized by two students at the
school.
On 10 March, Edgewater’s manager judged an oration contest at Hillcrest elementary and
distributed library calendars and Books and Beyond to 92 students in the participating classes.
On 13 March, “Lockhart Middle Literacy Night” was hosted at Edgewater Branch and 55 students,
parents and teachers attended. They were engaged in a showcase of various STEM related activities
and computer classes that the branch offers.
On 14 March, the event “Central Florida Book Club” had 22 patrons who discussed excerpts from
the book, A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.
On 7, 14, 21 and 28 March, a total of 42 patrons attended “Game Day Arcadia” where they
unwound, teamed up and played a variety of games using the library’s Wii and Xbox 360.
On 14 March, 16 persons attended the “Lee Road Safe Neighborhood Community Meeting.”
On 15 March, 10 participants created their own Art piece at the event “Afternoon Art.”
On 16 March, the event “Cuisine Corner: Healthy Hispanic Dishes” attracted 24 participants who
were inspired by Yamira Lee Johnson’s demonstration on how to create healthy Hispanic dishes.
On 16 March, 22 onlookers were amazed by Stephen Hall’s demonstration of talent as he painted a
portrait of Picasso during the event “Finding Your Inner Artist: A Live Painting Event.”
On 17 March, 13 participants celebrated a legendary good time at the event “ShamROCKS.”
On 20, 21 and 23 March, a total of 38 attendees participated in “Spring Break Getaway” activities
at the Library.
On 22 and 24 March, “Spring Break Movie” had at a total 43 participants at the showing of Moana
and The Secret Life of Pets.
On 2 and 4 March, “Pop Up: Arts and Crafts” engaged a total of 24 participants in finger painting
crafts.
On 8 and 22 March, 35 participants joined in at “Little Pim: So You Want to Learn a New
Language”, for a fun-filled language learning experience with hands-on activities, songs, and
interactive technology.
On 2, 16 and 30 March, “Tertulia Cuatro Gatos/Spanish Book Club” engaged a total of 47
attendees.
On 6, 13, 20 and 27 March, 62 toddlers and parents engaged in “Smarty Pants” a story time
designed for all children ages birth – 5 years. From the rhythm and repetition of nursery rhymes to
the use of picture books, songs and flannel board stories, children are encouraged to develop early
literacy skills.
On 1 – 29 March, 73 persons participated in the “Check it Out: Pinkalicious” at the Orlando
Shakespeare Theater contest.

Herndon
• On 1 March, Normalee Page hosted “Seussville Celebration.” Eleven patrons attended this Dr.
Seuss themed event.
• On 2 March, Tracy Covey attended “Ventura Elementary – Reading Under the Stars.” Tracy Covey
read It’s a Firefly Night by Dianne Ochiltree to 45 people.
• On 3 March, Aleksandra Ciecielag hosted “So, You Want to Learn a New Language? (ASL).”
Nineteen patrons attended this event where preschoolers learned American Sign Language and
completed a craft.
• On 4 March, Herndon hosted “Angel Paws to Read.” Twenty-one patrons attended this event
where children got to practice their reading skills by reading to a certified therapy dog.
• On 6 March, Edward Booker and Cassandra Odenweller hosted a table at “Science Night at Sunset
Park Elementary.” There were 228 visitors to the table which featured a K’NEX roller coaster,
Magformers, and Snap Circuits.
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On 15 March, Terri Frerking hosted “Smash & Crash.” Twenty-two patrons attended this event for
preschoolers who wanted to learn about transportation vehicles that smash and crash.
On 15 March, Kevin Luering hosted “STEM Club.” Eighteen people attended this special event
where patrons learned about drones from a guest speaker from FamiLAB.
On 20 March, Herndon hosted “Edible Landscaping with Leu Gardens.” Twenty-five patrons
attended this event to learn about edible landscaping.
On 21 March, Herndon hosted “Little Picasso.” Fourteen patrons attended this art event for
preschoolers.
On 22 March, Olivia Hull hosted “Awesome Astronomers: The Moon.” Sixteen patrons attended
this event in which children got to learn about the moon through crafts and activities.
On 22 March, Herndon hosted “Women’s Self Defense Class.” Twenty-three patrons attended the
event and learned self-defense techniques from the Orlando Police Department.
On 23 March, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “The Science of Harry Potter.” Sixteen patrons
attended this event that explored the science behind the magical potions of the world of Harry
Potter.
On 24 March, Tracy Covey hosted “Spring Showers.” Sixteen patrons attended this spring themed
event for toddlers and preschoolers.
On 25 March, Cassandra Odenweller hosted “Construction Toys for Kids.” Twenty-nine patrons
attended this event in which children learned the basics of building with Snap Circuits, K’NEX and
Magformers.
On 28 March, Gisselle Garcia hosted “Busy Builders.” Twelve patrons attended this event where
children enjoyed independent play with building toys.
On 29 March, Jemimah Salim hosted “Make It & Take It.” Eighteen patrons attended this event
where children were able to choose, make, and take home a craft.
In March, thirty-five children participated in the “CHECK IT OUT: Pinkalicious at the Orlando
Shakespeare Theater” contest.
On Mondays and Thursdays in March, Herndon hosted “AARP Tax Assistance.” AARP volunteers
provided free tax assistance to 187 people this month.
On 31 March, Edward Booker attended the school carnival at Northlake Park Community School.
He provided information about library cards, programs, and Summer Reading Programs and camps
to 128 people.

Hiawassee
• On 6 March, Hiawassee conducted "Teen Gaming Night" were there were sixteen young adults
gaming and dancing the night evening away.
• On 10 March, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event titled "Bubble Playtime" were there were
eleven folks in attendance enjoying stories and activities related to making and creating bubbles.
They even got to blow their own bubbles and engage in a spirited game of catching them.
• On 11 March, Hiawassee hosted a family event titled "OrisiRisi African Folklore.” It was part of
the Spring Family Fun series. The fifty-seven attendees were treated to African folk tales and songs
and dances celebrating the rich cultural heritage of Africa.
• On 17 March, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event called "Seeing Green." The ten people in
attendance heard stories of relating to St. Patrick’s Day. They learned all about “the wearing of the
green” and made and colored their own shamrocks.
• On 22 March, Hiawassee conducted a teen event called "Library Mini-Golf" where there were
twenty-four teens and tweens in attendance. The meeting room was turned into a mini-golf course
whereby players had to make their way around library related obstacles.
• On 24 March, Hiawassee conducted a children’s event titled “Toddler Fingers, Toes, Hands, and
Feet!” The tots could learn all about the amazing things they could go with their hands and feet via
stories and songs. It was a clapping and stomping good time, and there were twenty-three people in
attendance.
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On 25 March, Hiawassee hosted an event titled “First Time Home Buyer Workshop” which was
conducted by representatives from Operation Hope, Inc. There were thirty-three attendees, and, at
the end of the event, each participant received a certificate of attendance that meets the
requirements for both the Orange County and the State of Florida Down Payment Assistance
Programs.
On 27 March, Hiawassee conducted the monthly “Creative Coloring” adult event where attendees
made their own colorful masterpieces. There were thirteen people in attendance learning to color
their stresses away while designing works of art.

Main
• March has been a busy month for school field trips. Students from Oakshire Elementary, Orlando
Science Schools, Wyndham Lakes Elementary, Foreign Language Immersion School, Aloma
Elementary, Cheney Elementary and Sadler Elementary took part in Youth Services standardsbased Field Trips. Each field trip provides hands-on learning and small group activities which meet
Florida educational standards. So far this academic year, 2,851 attendees have participated in field
trips which is a 27% increase over last year.
• The oclsteen Instagram account has grown from 110 followers in January 2017 to 180 followers.
Members of the Youth Services social media team have developed a daily posting schedule which
is generating more engagement.
• The students of Blakemore Piano Studios entertained 93 attendees with a classical music recital on
5 March.
• On 8 March, 51 toddlers and preschoolers moved and grooved at “Literacy and Locomotion.”
• Families enjoyed an author talk and book signing with writer Jackson Pearce on 9 March at the
Orlando Public Library. Jackson Pearce’s visit was the final one in the “Sunshine State Author
Series.” She spoke at the Alafaya Branch on 8 March to an audience of 84; at the Winter Garden
Branch to 124 students of Montessori Charter School of Winter Garden on 9 March; and to 261
students of Renaissance Charter at Chickasaw Branch on 10 March. She conducted a writing
workshop for 29 students, ages 9-14, at the West Oaks Branch on 10 March.
• Author Mary Bush Shipko discussed her ground-breaking work as a female airline pilot with 90
attendees on 11 March in honor of Women’s History Month.
• On 14 March, a total of 107 attendees had the opportunity to connect with FDOT hiring contractors
at the “OnBoard4Jobs Central Florida Construction Career Fair.”
• There were two Orlando Memory outreaches this month. “Orlando Remembered” on 15 March with
30 in attendance and “I Remember: Reflections of Eyewitnesses to the Holocaust” on 19 March
with 78 in attendance.
• A representative from the Alzheimer’s & Dementia Resource Center presented helpful tips to 67
attendees on supporting the emotional needs of caregivers on 16 March.
• The Watters School of Irish Dancing delighted 157 attendees on 19 March with a performance in
honor of St. Patrick's Day.
• On 22 March, a total of 62 attendees zoomed around the story room for “Tape Town.” Early
learning participants followed the roads of tape to explore, learn and play.
• Vanessa Neblett attended the “Research Institute for Public Libraries” Regional Florida conference
in Aventura, FL from 20-21 March.
• Donna Bachowski presented “Right Service at the Right Time” and “EPOCH” at the “Computers in
Libraries” conference to 68 attendees.
North Orange
• On 3 March, Deborah Aponte hosted “Smash n' Crash.” There were 27 attendees that participated
in a story time and crafts.
• On 10 & 24 March, “Preschool Artsy Toddler” was hosted by Alyson Murray. There were 19
attendees.
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On 11 March, “PAWS to Read” Angel Therapy dogs and owners were at North Orange. There
were 36 children who attended and read to our furry friends.
On 15 March, “Nail Polish Party” was hosted Hope Karekezi. Patrons discovered fun and creative
ways to decorate their nails. A total of 15 patrons attended the events.
On 17 March, Alyson Murray hosted “Seeing Green.” There were 32 people in attendance.
On 18 March, “Cookies & Milk with a Cop and Story time” visited North Orange. Parents and
children 10 meet our local police officers for cookies and milk! A total of 10 patrons attended the
event.
On 20 March, Orlando Youth Circus presented “Center Ring Spectacle.” A total of 31 participants
attended the event.
On 25 March, “Shopkins Craftaganza” was hosted by Manager, Maritza Alicea. A total of 48
attendees participated in games and crafts.
On 31 March, Alyson Murray hosted “Spring Showers.” There were 20 attendees that participated
in hands-on activities.
Every Wednesday in March, “Kids Corner Crafts” was hosted by Anne Brickeen and Deborah
Aponte. A total of 5 events were held with an average 42 attendees per event.
Every Thursday in March “Leap Into Letters” was hosted by Alyson Murray. A total of 5 events
were held with an average of 20 attendees per event.
Every Tuesday in March “A Trip Back in Time" was hosted by Alyson Murray. This 4-part series
brought in an average of 30 children and adults.
On 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 March, North Orange hosted “Spring Break at Your Library”
accommodating a total of 5 events were hosted with an average of 19 participants per program.

South Creek
• On 11 March, Branch Circulation Clerk Lynne Richards presented “ShamROCKS” to a group of 24
people.
• On 18 March, Branch Circulation Clerks Claudia Freeland and Jon Jacobs presented a “Small
Business Expo.” Four hundred fourteen people attended this event, which featured small business
owners and their services or products.
• On 19 March, Customer Service Tech Laura Lizardi presented “So Weird, Science Experiments
Part Two,” where 33 patrons observed and participated in a variety of science experiments.
• On 22 March, Branch Library Reshard Ausserlechner presented “Family Game Night” to 23
patrons.
• The week of 20 through 24 March was Orange County Public School’s Spring Break. South Creek
hosted a short series of cooking events for tweens and teens. Eighty-four people attended the
series.
• On 25 March, “Celebrate with Dance” was held at South Creek. Thirty-six people attended the
event.
• On 26 March, “Vive la France!” was hosted by Claudia Freeland. Thirty people enjoyed trivia, a
language lesson, crafts and refreshments.
South Trail
• On 2 March, 21 teens participated in “Stranger Teens.”
• On 3 March, “Stress Buster Coloring Hour for Adults” entertained 15 people.
• On 7 March, “I’m Not Picking My Nose, I’m Scratching My Brain” had 12 participants in
attendance.
• On 8 March, 29 preschoolers learned “Can a Bear Say Thank You?”
• On 8 March, “Dramatic Disney” entertained 19 people.
• On 11 March, “She Steps to the Mic” had 11 people participate in this program.
• On 16 March, 39 preschoolers participated in “Henry Wants More.”
• On 17 March, 13 teens participated in “Pop Up Gaming.”

• From 20 March through 23 March, “Spring Break Movie Days” averaged 19 people per movie.
• On 22 March, “Pop up Crafts” entertained 11 children.
Southeast
• On 22 March, the event “Drop In Chess” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 25 people attended.
• On 25 March, the event “ArtReach” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 33 people attended.
• On 29 March, the event “Check it Out: Pinkalicious” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 100 people
participated.
• Most Wednesday s for the month of March, “Reading Clearly” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 4
workshops were held with a total of 73 attendees.
• Most Tuesdays and Thursdays for the month of March, “Speaking Clearly: Beginner” was hosted at
Southeast, a total of 4 workshops were held with an average of 41.2 attendees per class.
• Every Monday and Friday for the month of March, a total of 245 attended “AARP Income Tax
Assistance” at Southeast.
• Every Monday and Wednesday for the month of March, a total of 174 attended “ESOL: Practice
Makes Perfect.”
• Every Wednesday for the month of March, a total of 493 children and parents participated in
Southeast’s’ “Wednesday Morning Story Times.”
• Every Wednesday for the month of March, a total of 299 children and caretakers participated in
Southeast’s “Kids Corner Craft.”
• Every Wednesday for the month of March, a total of 66 kids participated in Southeast’s “Basic
Spanish for kids.”
• Most Tuesdays and Wednesdays for the month of March, a total of 128 attended “Writing Clearly.”
• Every Thursdays for the month of March, “Learn Basic Spanish” was hosted at Southeast, a total of
4 workshops were held with a total of 44 attendees.
• Every Thursday for the month of March, “Cuatro Gatos” was hosted at Southeast, a total of 4
workshops were held with a total of 52 attendees.
Southwest
• On 1 March, Southwest staff presented the “Toddler Playground” program for 32 participants who
used unstructured play to help their physical and cognitive development and have fun.
• On 6 March, the “Toddler Fingers, Toes, Hands and Feet” program was attended by 83 patrons who
enjoyed dancing and art.
• On 6 March, the “Southwest Homeschool Club” celebrated Women’s History Month with fun
activities and crafts designed to help the 25 participants learn about important women from history.
• On 6 March, Southwest held the “Growing Plants from Seed” program for 19 attendees who
learned from a master gardener about growing healthy and productive plants and took home their
own seedling starter.
• On 8 March, staff from Southwest attended the “Olympia High School Career Fair” and connected
with 40 people to share information about the library and its services.
• On 10 March, the “Bubble Playtime” program was attended by 68 patrons who interacted with
bubbles to help develop motor skills.
• On 13 March, the library celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with 68 friends at the “Seeing Green”
program that included fun with shamrocks, leprechauns and emeralds.
• On 15 March, the “ShamROCKS!” program was held for 14 participants who enjoyed a St.
Patrick’s Day themed craft and science experiment.
• On 20 March, 70 patrons used hands-on art activities in the “Spring Showers” program to explore
sunshine, rain and flowers.
• On 20 March, the library hosted “Healthy Herb” and 17 attendees had fun learning about fitness
and nutrition through song and dance.

•
•
•
•
•
•

On 21 March, the “Spring Break Movie Days” program was attended by 55 patrons who enjoyed
watching the new film, Moana.
On 22 March, Southwest held the “Rejuvenate with Tai Chi” program where 17 participants learned
techniques to improve balance and increase coordination.
On 28 March, 28 members of the “Southwest Book Club” enjoyed an intimate meet and greet with
author Kristin Harmel who discussed her latest novel and answered questions about the writing
process.
Every Wednesday in March, an average of 26 patrons attended the “Practice Makes Perfect
Conversational English Workshop” to improve their skills and comfort level with English.
In March, Southwest staff presented three “Robot Coding” classes for 34 patrons who benefited
from learning the basics of coding and computer programming.
During the month of March, Southwest participated in the “Check It Out: Pinkalicious” at the
Orlando Shakespeare Theater promotion and gave 120 tickets to juvenile cardholders who checked
out at least five items.

Washington Park
• In March the Washington Park Branch staff attended two community events to promote OCLS
resources and services. “Bites! Camera! Action! Farmers Market” at Eccleston Elementary and
“FSA Parent Night” at Carver Middle School. There were 32 participants at Eccleston and 39 at
Carver.
• On 3 March, “OrisiRisi African Folklore” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Kids and
families experienced hands on the beauty and fun of traditional African culture through
performance. There were 52 participants.
• On 13 March, “Painting with Georgia” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. The life of
Georgia O'Keefe was celebrated with young artists-to-be trying their hand at the art form. There
were 22 participants.
• On 23 March, “Lucky Charm” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. St. Patrick’s Day was
celebrated in true form with fun edible charm necklaces and crafts. There were 10 participants.
• On 23 March, “Cuisine Corner: Healthy Hispanic Dishes” was hosted at the Washington Park
Branch. With a live cooking and free samples, Chef Mira demonstrated how to incorporate healthy
dishes that are delicious into your diet. There were 18 participants.
• On 27 March, “Make It & Take It” was hosted at the Washington Park Branch. Kids created Spring
themed (super cute) picture frames using popsicle sticks. There were 17 participants.
• On 31 March, “Animal Storytime presented by the Central Florida Fair” was hosted at the
Washington Park Branch. Following storytime kids learned about rabbits and chickens…and then
got to touch and hold the real animals! There were 143 participants.
West Oaks
• On 2 March, the event, “RootsMagic Users Group!” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center, at which 15 genealogy researchers learned more about RootsMagic software
for PC and Mac.
• On 3 March, through 31 March, the weekly event, “AARP Income Tax Assistance” was hosted at
the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center with 286 customers receiving assistance for
the month.
• On 6 March, West Oaks staff shared information on Library resources and services with members
Pine Hills Neighborhood Center for Families. An audience of 27 enjoyed learning more about the
library.
• On 7 March, the event, “Painting with Georgia” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. At this event, 22 creative attendees enjoyed discovering the art style of Georgia
O’Keefe and painting their own work of art!
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On 7 March, through 28 March, the weekly event, “Practice Makes Perfect” was hosted at the West
Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. With a certified ESOL instructor with the Adult
Literacy League leading the class, 46 attendees practiced conversational English with other nonnative speakers!
On 8 March, the event, “NGSQ Study Group” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. This month 11 attendees studied and discussed a selected article from the
National Genealogical Society Quarterly.
On 9 March, the event, “Spring Showers” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. This event was enjoyed by 27 preschoolers and parents who were encouraged to
dress for a mess and use hands-on activities to explore sunshine, rain and flowers.
On 9 March, West Oaks Staff presented the event, “Finding the Birth Parents: Who Were the
Biological Parents of Pansy McGee” to an audience of 49 at the Central Florida Genealogical
Society’s Monthly Meeting.
On 10 March, the event, “Children's Writing Workshop with Jackson Pearce” was hosted at the
West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Jackson Pearce, co-author of Pip Bartlett's
Guide to Magical Creatures, on the Sunshine State Young Reader's Award list for third to fifth
grade, presented a writing workshop for 29 children.
On 11 March, West Oaks Staff represented the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center at
the, “City of Ocoee’s 17th Annual Spring Fling.” Library staff interacted with 391 customers and
community members, sharing library resources, services and library card registration.
On 11 March, the event, “Homebuyer's Education” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. This event was hosted by three Real Estate Professionals, sharing with 12
attendees what it takes to embark on the journey of homeownership.
On 14 March, the event, “ShamROCKS!” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. With the luck of the Irish, 14 children had a legendary good time, enjoying
crafts, stories, and leprechaun fun!
On 16 March, the event, “Florida State Daughters of the American Revolution Library Day” was
hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. This day of studying, learning more
about library resources, materials, and the genealogy collection was enjoyed by 17 members of
DAR.
On 16 March, the event, “DNA and Genealogy: An Introduction” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. An audience of 20 learned the basics of genetic genealogy
and how DNA testing can supplement traditional genealogical research. Attendees explored the
different types of tests that are available and that helps determine how to target your testing to
discover your desired connections.
On 20 March, the event, “West Orange Homeschoolers Board Games” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. A total of 16 parents and children participated playing
educational board games and learning about library resources.
On 20 March through 24 March, the event, “Make It & Take It” was hosted at the West Oaks
Branch Library and Genealogy Center. Our three events were enjoyed by 46 customers, who sprung
into the library to show off their creativity as they explored painting, patterns, and papier mache!
On 21 March, the event, “Storytime for Grownups” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. "Folktales of the Emerald Isle" were enjoyed by 10 customers. All were
transported to the lush green landscape of the Emerald Isle through Irish folktales.
On 21 March, the event, “Help! I’m Endangered” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. At this event, 12 preschoolers and parents learned that giant pandas, gorillas,
and Brazilian three-toed sloths all are endangered and many more species are dwindling each day.
On 22 March, the event, “Connecting with Cousins: Exploring Your DNA Test Results” was hosted
at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center. For this event, 35 Genealogy researchers
learned how to analyze autosomal DNA test results and working with DNA matches.
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On 23 March, the event, “Smash n Crash” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center and enjoyed by 15 customers, who learned all about transportation vehicles that
smash and crash through fun stories, songs, crafts and activities.
On 25 March, the event, “Paws to Read” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center and enjoyed by 19 customers and a few furry friends.
On 25 March, the event, “Mad Science Live: Fire & Ice” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch
Library and Genealogy Center. A total of 29 customers were dazzled and entertained as they
interacted with Mad Scientists! They were amazed as they learned about chemical reactions, dry
ice, and the states of matter.
On 28 March, the event, “Women Make History” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and
Genealogy Center. A total of 19 children and parents joined us and celebrated Women’s History
Month with stories, crafts, and activities that were all about powerful women and their awesome
contributions to history.
On 29 March, the “Pinkalicious at the Orlando Shakespeare Theatre” checkout promotion for
juvenile cardholders was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library and Genealogy Center and
concluded with 100 juvenile customers checking out library materials for a free child’s ticket to the
Pinkalicious, The Musical playing at the Orlando Shakespeare Theater.
On 31 March, the event, “Genealogy for Night Owls” was hosted at the West Oaks Branch Library
and Genealogy Center. At this event, 28 genealogy researchers enjoyed meeting, mingling, and
sharing with fellow researchers to uncover details in ancestry, taking a brief tour of the facility, and
learning from genealogy lectures and technology classes.

Windermere
• On 2 March, 13 children and 9 adults came to the library to celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss
during “Seussville Celebration.”
• On 4 March, 17 children and 14 adults came to “Center Ring Spectacle” to watch performers from
the Orlando Youth Circus and then learn how to juggle and spin plates.
• On 6 March, during “Smash ‘n Crash” 15 children and adults came to the library to create their own
car (made out of paper).
• On 8 March, “Windermere In Stitches” was limited to 5 spots only and every spot was filled as 5
teens came out to learn sewing.
• On 11 March, everyone’s favorite therapy dogs, Rocky and Bailey, came to the library for “Angel
Paws to Read” to read stories with 30 participants.
• On 14 March, during “Storytime with Chick-fil-A” 16 children and adults came to make crafts with
Baby Cow and read a story.
• On 14 March, “National Pi Day” brought in 20 children and adults to celebrate by making their own
mini pies and creating fancy bracelets.
• On 16 March, “Little Picasso” had 14 children and 9 adults come to the library to embrace their
inner artist and express themselves with paint.
• On 17 March, 23 participants came to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day during “St. Patrick’s Day Arts &
Crafts” by creating fun, green crafts.
• On 23 March, 20 participants came to the library to create crafts using recycled computer parts
“Make IT & Take It.”
• On 27 March, the library had 16 children and adults come out to play in different parts of ‘town’
(kitchen, roadways, and of course the library) during “Tape Town.”
• On 28 March, “Toddler Fingers, Toes, Hands and Feet!” brought 47 participants to the library for
lots of fun activities, such as stomping on bubble wrap and picking up pom poms with their toes.

Winter Garden
• On 2 March, “Artsy Toddler” was hosted by staff member, Teisha Bremner, for 48 participants.
• On 6 and 13 March, staff member Cynthia Ellapen hosted the final two programs of the, “So You
Want to Learn and New Language?” series for a total of 19 students.
• On 11 March, staff member, Chand Persaud hosted the cultural program, “Holi, Festival of Colors”
for 25 attendees who enjoyed learning about the celebration, tasting traditional sweets, and making
crafts inspired by the day.
• On 15 March, 16 people celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at “ShamRocks!” hosted by Circulation Clerk,
Karen Sutherland.
• On 18 March, “Cookies and Milk with a Cop and Storytime” attracted 70 participants for positive
engagement with a local law enforcement officer, stories, coloring, and a Q and A session for
parents and children.
• On 21 March, Customer Service Tech, Kyle Blank, Customer Service Lead, Janette Ramos, and
Branch Technology Trainer, Ryan Baichan, hosted “Minecraft Madness” for 20 block enthusiasts
who enjoyed playing together and creating fan art.
• On 21 March, Spring Family Fun event, “ArtReach” attracted 14 participants.
• On 23 March, circulation clerk, Brandon Lower, hosted “LEGO Block Party” for 16 participants.
• On 20 and 24 March, Branch Librarian, Joan McSween and Circulation Clerk, Chand Persaud
hosted “Make it Take It” crafts during OCPS Spring Break for a total of 35 crafters.
• On 29 March, “Cuisine Corner: Healthy Living is a Sip Away” had 15 attendees who enjoyed
sampling black, green, and rooibos teas.
• A total of 952 caregivers and children attended storytimes throughout the month of March at the
Winter Garden Branch. Three sessions, “Tiny Tales”, “Toddler Time,” and “Storybook Fun” are
offered each Wednesday and Friday.
Upcoming Events
Art & Display
Celebrating the Genius of Women in the Arts Exhibition
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Through Sunday, April 23
The annual Celebrating the Genius of Women art exhibition features the finalists of the Women in the Arts
Inc. Art Competition for local female artists.
Book Clubs
Southeast Book Club
Southeast Branch
Monday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.
This month we will discuss Girl Waits with Gun. Author Amy Stewart entertains us with a novel based on
the true story of Constance Kopp, one of our country's first female deputy sheriffs.
Hiawassee Book Club
Hiawassee Branch Monday, April 17, 6:30–8 p.m.
In April we will discuss The Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena. Anne and Marco Conti seem to have it
all—a loving relationship, a wonderful home, and their beautiful baby, Cora. But one night while attending
a dinner party next door, a terrible crime is committed. Suspicion immediately focuses on the parents. But
the truth is a much more complicated story.
Southwest Book Club
Southwest Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 7–8:45 p.m.
Join the Southwest Book Club to discuss this month's selection, A Mother's Reckoning: Living in the
Aftermath of Tragedy by Sue Klebold. Klebold recounts her daily journals and the difficult writings and
video recordings left behind by her son, Dylan, leading up to the tragic shooting at Columbine High

School. Her candid narrative explores how potential warning signs were missed and shares insight into how
other families might recognize them. Ages 18 and up.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch miércoles, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
jueves, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch martes, 11 de abril, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch jueves, 6 y 20 abril, 6:30 p.m.
Ven y asiste a la sucursal más cercana a ti para que compartas y discutas poesías, literatura, arte o historia!
Todos son bienvenidos.
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos / Spanish Book Club
South Creek Branch Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch Tuesday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch Thursdays, April 6 & 20, 6:30 p.m.
Join this Spanish-language book club to discuss literature, art, music and more. All are welcome.
Cuatro Gatos 10th Anniversary Celebration
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, April 22, 1–3:30 p.m.
The Cuatro Gatos Book Club groups invite you to the Cuatro Gatos 10th anniversary celebration! Enjoy
music, poetry and Latino cultural presentations. All are welcome to attend. This program will be presented
in Spanish.
Celebración del 10 Anniversario de Cuatro Gatos
Chickasaw Branch sábado, 22 de abril, 1–3:30 p.m.
¡El grupo Cuatro Gatos les invitan a celebrar el 10 aniversario de la Tertulia Cuatro Gatos! Celebraremos
con música, poesía y más. Todos son bienvenidos. Este programa será presentado en español.
Children's Events (Ages 6–12)
Painting with Scissors
Edgewater Branch Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.
Learn about famous artist Henri Matisse and create your own bold and colorful work of art inspired by his
cut-paper technique. Ages 6–12.
American Girl Party
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m.
You and your doll are invited to a party celebrating Gabriela, the newest American Girl doll! Create crafts,
play games and learn about Gabriela’s passions: poetry and the arts. Ages 6–12.
Follow That Turtle
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m.
Sea turtles are survivors of the great age of dinosaurs. Yet today they are threatened with extinction. Learn
about these ancient reptiles and what you can do to protect them. Ages 6–12.
Robots Remixed
North Orange Branch Saturday, April 1, 2 p.m.
Tinker with different robots, games and toys both on and off the screen to learn the basics of writing code.
Ages 4–12.

Cuisine Corner Junior: Springtime Rice Krispies Treats
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 1, 2:30 p.m.
Learn to turn a classic delight into your next springtime treat! Ages 8–18. Registration required.
Star Wars Party!
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 1, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Attention Jedi Knights, Sith Lords and all other galactic beings! You are invited to a Star Wars party that
will be cooler than Hoth and hotter than Tatooine. Wear your Star Wars costume and enjoy crafts, movies,
snacks and more! Ages 6–12.
Spring into Crafts
Chickasaw Branch Monday, April 3, 11 a.m.
Drop in and celebrate spring with easy to make crafts! Ages 6–12.
Southwest Homeschool Club: Poet Tree
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 3, 1 p.m.
Join us for activities and crafts designed to make poetry fun! Express yourself by making a “poet tree” and
have it displayed at the library to celebrate National Poetry Month. Ages 6–12.
Maker Monday
Alafaya Branch
Mondays, April 3–24, 4:30 p.m.
Maker spaces foster learning through hands-on tinkering and play. Discover the maker in you as we
complete challenges, STEM projects and experiments. Ages 8–15. Registration required.
Spanish For Kids!
South Creek Branch Tuesdays, April 4–25, 4 p.m.
This four-week series will help kids learn or improve their Spanish skills through music and games
focusing on listening comprehension, pronunciation and spoken Spanish. Ages 6–12.
It Came From an Egg
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, April 4, 5 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 12, 3:30 p.m.
South Trail Branch Thursday, April 13, 4:30 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch Friday, April 14, 3:30 p.m.
Explore the variety of creatures that come from an egg and enjoy an exciting craft. Examine egg sizes,
shapes and colors as well as interesting places where eggs are laid. Ages 6–12.
Science Tuesdays
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesdays, April 4–25, 6 p.m.
Join us to make, create and build with hands-on activities. Ages 6–12.
Drop In Chess
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 5, 2 p.m.
Drop in for a game of chess at the library on the first Wednesday of each month. Chess sets are available
for play and rule sheets are provided. All ages.
Crafternoons
Winter Garden Branch
Wednesdays, April 5–26, 3:30 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 3:30 p.m.
Stop by the library for an hour of crafting fun with friends. Ages 6–12.

Water! Water! Water!
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, April 5, 5 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 8, 2:30 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, April 11, 5 p.m.
South Trail Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 4:30 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Thursday, April 20, 3:30 p.m.
Learn about the water cycle and properties of water with fun science experiments and demonstrations.
Ages 6–12.
Pinkalicious Storytime with the Orlando Shakespeare Theater
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 8, 11 a.m.
Join us for a special interactive storytime with the Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s cast of Pinkalicious: The
Musical. To see the entire production of Pinkalicious: The Musical playing at the Orlando Shakespeare
Theater through May 7, visit OrlandoShakes.org for show times and tickets.
Super Science
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 8, 11:30 a.m.
Are you someone who likes to see things crash, bubble, spark or fly? Then join us each month as we
conduct awesome new experiments and learn all about chemistry, physics, earth science and more.
Ages 8–12.
Construction Toys for Kids
Herndon Branch
Saturdays, April 8 & 22, 2 p.m.
Learn the basics of building and learning with Snap Circuits, K'NEX and Magformers. Ages 6–12.
FIRST LEGO League Jr. CREATURE CRAZE Expo
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 8, 2 p.m.
Swing like a monkey, fly like a bat or hop like a frog at the FIRST LEGO League Jr. CREATURE CRAZE
Expo. See what students have learned about our furry, feathered and finned friends through LEGO
building. Finish out the fun with simple science experiments and brick building. Each year, FIRST LEGO
League Jr. presents a new and exciting challenge to ignite the creativity of children age 6–10. While
exploring the real-world theme, teams use basic engineering concepts to build a model made of LEGO
elements. For more information visit ExplodingBacon.com/flljr.
Hop Into Spring!
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 8, 2:30 p.m.
Celebrate spring and create your own bunny! Ages 6–12.
Poetry is ART!
Herndon Branch
Tuesday, April 11, 4:30 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, April 14, 3 p.m.
Windermere Branch
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Washington Park Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 3 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 5 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 29, 2:30 p.m.
Let’s mix it up with poetry and art! Get inspired and artistic with fun games and activities. Ages 6–12.
D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read)
Eatonville Branch
Wednesday, April 12, 2:30 p.m.
It’s time for a celebration of Beverly Cleary designed to remind all ages to make reading a priority in their
lives. Ages 9–12.

The CREATE Space
Orlando Public Library
Fridays, April 14–28, 3 p.m.
What will you create today? Explore, experiment or be entertained. Ages 6–18.
Tree Huggers
Windermere Branch
Friday, April 14, 3:30 p.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, April 27, 4 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Friday, April 28, 3 p.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, April 28, 3 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 29, 2 p.m.
Breathe in, breathe out and now thank a tree! Discover a whole new appreciation for trees and their
importance to the world. Ages 6–12.
One Book, One Community: Frindle Frenzy!
Orlando Public Library
Friday, April 14, 3 p.m.
Explore a wonderful world of word games and delightful definitions. Join us for a stupendous event with
the chance to invent! Ages 8–12.
Cookies & Milk with a Cop
North Orange Branch
Saturday, April 15, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 15, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your kids to meet our local police officers for cookies and milk! This will be a great time to interact
with officers in a fun and informative environment. Sponsored in part by the Apopka Police Department,
Winter Garden Police Department and Oerther Foods McDonald’s. Ages 6–12.
Good Morning Yoga!
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Engage in the art of yoga! Bring a yoga mat or towel and wear comfortable clothing. Ages 4–10.
Spring Eggstravaganza
North Orange Branch Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m.
Bring your basket and a friend to the egg-ceptional spring egg hunt! Find eggs, eggs and more eggs.
Sensory-Friendly Family Film
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m.
Celebrate National Autism Awareness Month with an inclusive screening of a family favorite movie!
Ages 6–12.
Moana Movie Screening
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 15, 2:30 p.m.
Join us for a screening of Disney’s newest animated feature film, Moana, and enjoy a light snack.
Awesome Astronomers: Spring Constellations
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 3:30 p.m.
Join us as we chart our way through the night sky, discovering spring’s constellations with crafts and
activities for the young astronomer. Ages 6–12.
STEM Club
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 6 p.m.
Come and join us as we have fun with science experiments and building technology with K'NEX, Snap
Circuits, littleBits and so much more! Ages 6–12.

Cuisine Corner Junior: Cupcake Decorating
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, April 20, 3 p.m.
Decorate your very own treat as we explore the delicious world of cupcakes! Ages 8–18. Space is limited.
Registration required.
Earth Day Celebration: The Lorax
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, April 20, 3:30 p.m.
Come celebrate Earth Day and learn the secret of The Lorax. Join us for crafts and a showing of The Lorax.
Ages 6–12.
Earth Day
Herndon Branch
Friday, April 21, 4 p.m.
Find out how you can save the planet and help us celebrate Earth Day with environmentally friendly crafts!
Make Earth Day today and every day! Ages 6–12.
DIY Egg Terrarium
Southwest Branch
Saturday, April 22, 11 a.m.
Drop in and have fun celebrating the Earth by making miniature terrariums with flowers, moss and other
things found in nature. Ages 6–12.
Science Smart
Edgewater Branch Saturday, April 22, 11 a.m.
Do you love science? Does learning about how science can be applied interest you? Join us for Science
Smart, a problem solving series using science! Ages 6–12
Reading is a Hoot
Eatonville Branch
Monday, April 24, 3 p.m.
Join us for stories, activities and crafts inspired by the best-selling novel Hoot by Carl Hiaasen. Ages 6–12.
Minecraft Madness
Washington Park Branch
Monday, April 24, 5 p.m.
Blast, creep or dig your way to the library and celebrate the world of Minecraft with games, crafts and
activities. Bring your laptop or mobile device to play with friends. The whole family is welcome.
Homeschool Field Trip: Globetrotters
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 2 p.m.
Learn about geography, culture, language and the history of various foreign countries around the world.
This month we explore Scandinavia! Ages 8–15. Registration required.
American Girl Dance Jam
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 26, 3:30 p.m.
Bring along your favorite American Girl doll and discover your own way to shine as we celebrate with a
dance party. Ages 6–12.
Family Paint Night
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
Each family member will follow along to create and take home their very own work of art. No supplies
needed! Ages 6 and up. Registration required.
Painting with Georgia
South Trail Branch Thursday, April 27, 4:30 p.m.
Discover the art style of Georgia O’Keeffe and paint your own larger than life work of art. Ages 6–12.

Family Science Night
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, April 27, 6:30 p.m.
Explore science as a family with books and hands-on activities. Registration required. Ages 6–12.
Aerodynamics with Paper Airplanes
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 29, 3 p.m.
Alafaya takes flight! Learn about aerodynamic concepts such as lift, thrust, drag and gravity! Let your
mind fly free as you experiment with various paper airplane designs! Once you've perfected your design,
challenge your friends to take the competition sky high! Can you create the ultimate flying phenomenon?
Ages 8–14.
Angel Paws to Read
Sign up to practice your reading skills by reading aloud to a lovable, furry listener. Be An Angel Therapy
Dogs Ministry presents this reading program for children with certified therapy dogs. Meet these pups at
multiple locations. Visit ocls.info/paws for dates, times and locations.
Contests
Celebrate Your World with Poetry: Kids’ Poetry Contest
All Locations: April 1–29
Celebrate your world with poetry! Write a poem about anything in the world or out of it and enter to win!
Pick up an entry form at any Orange County Library System location or print one from kids.ocls.info.
Deadline for entries is April 29. Winners will be notified by phone no later than May 6. Winners must have
a juvenile Orange County regular, property owner or fee card in good standing to be eligible to win.
Ages 6–12.
Early Learning Events (Ages 0–5)
Blinking Lights
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, April 20, 3 p.m.
Twinkle, twinkle little … BUG?! That’s right, it’s the fascinating lightning bug also known as the firefly.
Explore, learn and create as we dash through the life of a firefly with stories and activities. Ages 4–8.
Cupcake Corner
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.
Enjoy a delicious event featuring a storytime, craft and sweet treat! Ages 3–5.
SMART Start
Alafaya Branch
Monday, April 3, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 5, 10 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 20, 10:30 a.m.
Join us for hands-on early learning adventures observing science, math and art in a sensory-rich
environment. Dress for a mess. Ages 2–4. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Tiny House: Garden
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, April 3, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 15, 2:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, April 24, 10 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 24, 10:30 a.m.
Windermere Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, April 30, 2 p.m.
Inviting little explorers to learn, grow and play with garden inspired activities! Ages 2–4. Seating is
limited. Registration recommended.

Hoppity-Hop-Hop!
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 3, 10:30 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, April 6, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 19, 10 a.m.
It’s bunny time! Hop along with a story and sensory activities full of fun for every bunny. Dress for a mess.
Ages 2–4.
Fun & Easy Spanish for Kids
Windermere Branch Mondays, April 3–24, 10:30 a.m.
Join us for a fun-filled language learning experience designed for your preschooler with hands-on
activities, songs and interactive technology using our Little Pim Database (Powered by Mango Languages).
Registration required. Ages 3–5.
Get Ready for K
Eatonville Branch
Tuesdays, April 4 – May 2, 10:15 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesdays, April 4 – May 9, 10:15 a.m.
Washington Park Branch
Mondays, April 17 – May 22, 10:15 a.m.
Preschoolers will hear songs and stories to help them begin learning the skills that they will need to start
kindergarten. The series of six events will introduce reading, math, basic concepts, basic skills, health and
safety and art. Ages 3–5. Registration required. Call 407.835.7323 to register. Get more ideas for how to
prepare your child at ocls.info/kindergarten.
Bubble Playtime
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, April 5, 10:15 a.m. & 10: 45 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, April 7, 10:30 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, April 7, 11 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 13, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Thursday, April 20, 11 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Help your child with their motor-development skills in this interactive bubble class. Recommended for
toddlers and preschoolers. Limited space available.
Feelings Faces
Eatonville Branch
Wednesday, April 5, 10:30 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Thursday, April 20, 10:30 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 26, 10 a.m.
Have a great time exploring feelings and emotions with your preschooler. Ages 18 months – 5 years.
Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo!
Windermere Branch
Wednesday, April 5, 10:30 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Friday, April 14, 11 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 11 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, April 20, 2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 22, 2:30 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, April 26, 11 a.m.
A royal celebration awaits you! Come in your finest princess and knight attire for a magical time with
stories, activities and more. Ages 3–5.
Use Your Hands
Chickasaw Branch Wednesdays, April 5 & 12, 11 a.m.
Bring your toddler or preschooler to participate in activities designed to develop their fine motor skills.
Ages 2–6. Registration recommended.

Artsy Toddler
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 6, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Fridays, April 7 & 21, 11 a.m.
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 10, 10:30 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create! Young children will enjoy stories, songs and exploring age-appropriate
art experiences. Ages 1–3.
Do You Suppose She’s a Wildflower? Springtime Fun!
North Orange Branch
Thursdays, April 6–27, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, April 7, 10:30 a.m.
Windermere Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 10:30 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Wednesday, April 26, 11 a.m.
Celebrate spring with learning, stories, activities and crafts. Ages 3–5. Registration recommended.
Earth Day Birthday
Edgewater Branch Saturday, April 8, 11 a.m.
Celebrate Earth’s birthday with stories, games and activities to honor our planet on her special day!
Ages 3–5.
Beauty and the Beast Tea Party
Chickasaw Branch Saturday, April 8, 2 p.m.
Celebrate the new Beauty and the Beast movie with Chip and Mrs. Potts at the library's fun tea party.
Ages 4–8.
Cardboard World
Alafaya Branch
Monday, April 10, 10:30 a.m.
Play in our cardboard city! Crawl through tunnels, interact with sensory boards, zoom in cardboard cars
and climb into our cardboard houses. Ages 1–3.
Puppet Show & Craft
Chickasaw Branch Monday, April 10, 10:30 a.m.
Paint, paste, glue, stamp and create and then enjoy a puppet show and a craft! Ages 2–6.
Mad Hatter Tea Party
North Orange Branch Tuesday, April 11, 11 a.m.
It’s time for a wacky tea party fit for the Mad Hatter himself! We’ll have stories, games, crafts and
refreshments. Ages 3–5. Registration recommended.
Literacy & Locomotion
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 12, 10 a.m.
Help your child learn by playing as we weave early literacy practices into fun interactive stories, songs,
rhythm and dance. Ages 2–5. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Book to Boogie
Eatonville Branch
Wednesday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Friday, April 14, 11 a.m.
Shake, rattle and roll as we dive into picture books and engage in dance and movement activities.
Ages 2–5.

Mommy & Me Playtime
Chickasaw Branch Thursdays, April 13 & 27, 11 a.m.
Parents get to meet other parents with young children while playing at the library. Ages 0–5.
Baby Bash
Southwest Branch
Friday, April 14, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, April 17, 11:15 a.m.
Alafaya Branch
Monday, April 24, 10:30 a.m.
Bring your baby to our fun series where we will sing, play and work on developing motor skills. Ages 0–2.
Be My Neighbor!
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Hello neighbor! Join us for a super fun event about your favorite tiger! Enjoy stories, games and tigertastic
crafts. Ages 3–5.
Storybook Yoga
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Join us for an introduction to yoga with Maggie Mathwich. Learn poses inspired by your favorite picture
books. Ages 3–6. Registration required.
Parachute Play
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 17, 10:30 a.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, April 24, 10:30 a.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 27, 10:30 a.m.
You and your toddler are invited to a special parachute playtime. Enjoy rhymes, songs and tons of
parachute fun. Ages 18 months – 3 years. Seating is limited. Registration recommended.
Help the Earth
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 10:30 a.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Friday, April 21, 10:30 a.m.
You're not too little to help the Earth! Let's celebrate Earth Day with stories and crafts that honor our
planet. Ages 3–5.
Toddler Playground
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 10:30 a.m.
Toddlers use unstructured play to advance their physical and cognitive development and to have FUN!
This drop-in event will feature age-appropriate toys for children and their caregivers to use for play and
learning. Ages 1–3.
Peppa Pig Party
Chickasaw Branch Wednesday, April 19, 11 a.m.
Bring your little one to experience our fun friend Peppa Pig with stories and crafts! Ages 2–5.
Pretend You’re a Cat and Other Tales
Hiawassee Branch Friday, April 21, 11 a.m.
Enjoy some cat-tastic stories about our furry feline friends. Ages 2–5. Registration recommended.
Earth Day, Hooray!
Orlando Public Library
Saturday, April 22, 11:30 a.m.
Celebrate Earth Day with your little one with nature-friendly stories, crafts and activities. After all, it’s
never too early to start learning about protecting our planet! Ages 2–4.

6Language Learning
Did you know you can take free language learning classes at the library? Attend an ESOL workshop or
practice learning a new language at one of our Open Language Labs. To view dates, locations and times,
please visit ocls.info/events, explore online learning opportunities at ocls.info/language or view our
learning English workshops at ocls.info/ESOL.
Open Language Lab including ESOL
Various Locations
Explore and learn English or another language of your choice via computer-based learning in an open
language lab. Choose from ELLIS, Mango Languages or Rocket Languages. Please check the calendar for
language-learning opportunities, dates and time, at your local branch.
Learn English at the Library
Explore and learn English in a classroom-based learning environment with an ESOL instructor.
Practice Makes Perfect
Various Locations
Join us each week as an Adult Literacy League Certified instructor helps you build your confidence. This
program is presented through partnerships between the Orange County Library System and the Adult
Literacy League Inc.
Speaking Clearly: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Southeast Branch
ESOL series focusing on listening comprehension, pronunciation and spoken English.
Writing Clearly: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced
Southeast Branch
ESOL series focusing on grammar and written English.
English from Zero for Kids
Southeast Branch
ESOL workshops vocabulary for English Learners with little to no English skills. Ages 6–12.
English from Zero
Southeast Branch, South Trail Branch, Chickasaw Branch & Hiawassee Branch
ESOL workshops vocabulary and basic grammar for English Learners with no English language skills.
English Conversation Hour
Southeast Branch
Practice your English speaking skills and chat with us.
ESL Professional Series
Southeast Branch
Practice interview skills, resume and cover letter writing, job searching and professional development
skills.
Soy Culto y Soy Bilingüe
Southeast Branch
Six-week English language workshops for intermediate to advanced speakers. The workshops focus on
building practical English that you can use every day. Classes meet once a week for six weeks. Facilitated
by University of Central Florida School of Teaching, Learning and Leadership.

Improve Your English Reading Workshop
Southwest Branch & Hiawassee Branch
Improve your English conversational skills, vocabulary, pronunciation and comprehension by reading a
book. This event is presented through a partnership between the Orange County Library System and the
Adult Literacy League. Walk-ins welcome. For more information, call 407.422.1540 or visit
adultliteracyleague.org.
Read and Learn Italian
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Mondays, April 3–24, 5 p.m.
Improve your Italian with this series focusing on articles about the vibrant life and culture of Italy as read
aloud and explained by native speaker and Professor Donatella from i-italianizeyou.com. This series is
geared towards intermediate and advanced level students.
Citizenship Inspired
North Orange Branch Saturdays, April 1 & 8, 12:30 p.m.
South Creek Branch Sundays, April 2–30, 2 p.m.
Southeast Branch
Saturdays, April 1, 8 & 15, 10:15 a.m.
During this series, students will meet each week to prepare for the U.S. Naturalization (Citizenship) Test
and Interview. To be eligible for U.S. Naturalization, you must be able to read, write and speak basic
English. This series is for adult learners and is free to Orange County district resident cardholders, fee
cardholders and Orange County Property Owner cardholders. Registration is required. Register online at
ocls.info/citizenship or call 407.835.7323.
Naturalization Ceremony
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Tuesday, April 11, 10 a.m.
Applicants from countries all over the world will take the Oath of Allegiance and become United States
Citizens presented by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.
Closures
The Orange County Library System will be closed Sunday, April 16, in observance of Easter.
El sistema de bibliotecas del condado de Orange estará cerrado el domingo, 16 de abril, debido a la
conmemoración del día de Pascua.
Cuisine Corner
Table for Two
Windermere Branch Thursday, April 13, 6:30 p.m.
Alafaya Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 6:30 p.m.
Award-winning cookbook author, Warren Caterson, shares dozens of kitchen tips, cooking hints and
humorous anecdotes about the joys and challenges of cooking. Chef Warren will demonstrate how easy it
can be to cook for two, using fresh and readily available ingredients. A book sale and signing will follow
the event. For more information, visit tablefortwocookbooks.com.
Vegetarian Foods for Energy
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Monday, April 17, 6:15 p.m.
Join Anna-Marie of beautyandthebeets.com as she discusses easy vegetarian recipes to spark your energy.
Space is limited. Registration required.
One Pot Stir Fried Rice
South Trail Branch Monday, April 24, 6:30 p.m.
Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira, will demonstrate how to create
delicious meals using a wok. Learn to make stir-fried rice, a simple but tasty dish you can even make with
leftovers. For more information about Breaking Bread with Mira, visit bbwmira.com. Space is limited.
Registration required.

Food 101: Herbs & Spices
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
The Food 101 series introduces you to a new topic every month, examining the historical and social
significance of what we eat. In April, learn about spices and herbs used the world over. Samples limited.
Registration required.
Cooking with the Family
Herndon Branch
Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.
Yamira Lee Johnson, head chef and founder of Breaking Bread with Mira, will prepare an easy recipe that
you can fit into your family’s busy schedule by preparing ahead of time. Yamira will share tips on how to
involve the family in planning and making this delicious meal. For more information about Breaking Bread
with Mira, please visit bbwmira.com. Space is limited. Registration required.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Springtime Rice Krispies Treats
Winter Garden Branch
Saturday, April 1, 2:30 p.m.
Learn to turn a classic delight into your next springtime treat! Ages 8–18. Registration required.
Cuisine Corner Junior: Cupcake Decorating
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, April 20, 3 p.m.
Decorate your very own treat as we explore the delicious world of cupcakes! Ages 8–18. Space is limited.
Registration required.
ePulp
Attention Authors!
Would you like your e-book to be a part of the Library’s ePULP collection?
Submit your e-book for review and be a part of this exciting opportunity to connect with readers!
Just 3 easy steps! This service is available to all authors.
Genealogy
Using Gedmatch.com to Further Explore Your DNA Test Results
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, April 05, 6:30 p.m.
Gedmatch.com is a free website for people who have tested their autosomal DNA for genealogical
purposes. Learn to navigate the website and see how their tools can help you further analyze your DNA and
connect with your match results.
NGSQ Study Group
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Interested in furthering your genealogical research skills? Then the NGSQ Study Group is for you! The
conversation will focus on research techniques presented in the article as well as the logic patterns used to
find a solution to the genealogical problem. The NGSQ is available in the library's collection at the West
Oaks Branch. April's article will be Laurel T. Baty, "Aaron Strickland's North Carolina Origin," National
Genealogical Society Quarterly 104 (March 2016): 21–37.
Connecting with Cousins: Exploring Your atDNA Test Results
West Oaks Branch
Thursday, April 20, 11 a.m.
If you have received your autosomal DNA test results and are wondering what to do next, this program is
exactly what you need. Explore the best way to begin analyzing and working with your DNA matches.
Learn pitfalls to watch out for and discover how to make your DNA work for you.

Diggin' It!: A Genealogy Research Open Forum & Book Club
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, April 22, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Join us for monthly club meetings where we support and encourage each other for continued progress in
our genealogy research, enjoy guest speakers, discuss assigned readings and progress toward publication of
your genealogy. Our club motto: "Only a genealogist regards a step backwards as progress."
Maximizing Your Ancestry Search Results
West Oaks Branch
Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
Feeling frustrated because you can't find what you need on Ancestry? Come learn how to navigate
Ancestry in a whole new way that will have you discovering all kinds of information on your family!
Researching Your Revolutionary War Patriot
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, April 29, 10:30 a.m.–Noon
Have you ever wondered if a Revolutionary War patriot ancestor could be hidden in your family tree?
Perhaps you are eligible to join the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and you don't even
realize it. If you would like to find out, this workshop is for you! Presented by the Orlando Chapter
NSDAR.
OCLS Loves Orlando Instagram Challenge
Get out and explore Orlando! Snap photos throughout April and tag them with #oclslovesorlando. We will
repost our favorite submissions on our Instagram account, @ocls.
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Library Events
Southwest Art Club: Collage Workshop
Southwest Branch
Saturday, April 1, 1:00–3:30 p.m.
Create a beautiful drawing and collage following step-by-step instructions. Learn to combine textures and
colors to create a balanced design based on the instructor's art samples. Materials provided. Registration
required. Ages 18 and up. Suggested donation $15. Cash or check only. Checks made to Women in the
Arts Inc. To learn more about Women in the Arts Inc, visit womenintheartsinc.org. A Community School
of the Arts program sponsored by Women in the Arts Inc, in partnership with the Orange County Library
System.

Stress Buster Coloring
Southwest Branch
Monday, April 3, 6:30–8:30 p.m. & Wednesday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.
Life got you stressed? Unwind at the Library. Turn off your phone, unplug your computer and join us for
an hour of stress-busting coloring for adults. All supplies provided. Ages 18 and up. Some supplies
provided by Community School of the Arts program sponsored by Women in the Arts Inc, in partnership
with the Orange County Library System. womenintheartsinc.org.
Family Coloring
Washington Park Branch
Tuesday, April 4, 6–7:45 p.m.
Gather the family and join us for some coloring fun. All supplies provided. All ages are welcome.
Creative Coloring for Adults
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 8, 3 p.m.
Hiawassee Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 6–8 p.m.
Have you heard about the latest craze? Adults are coloring again! Coloring is a great way to relax and
unwind while channeling your inner child. Join us for a fun time of creating and coloring. All supplies will
be provided, but feel free to bring your favorite colored pencils or markers. Ages 18 and up.
Pizza and Painting
Edgewater Branch Thursday, April 13, 6:30–8:30 p.m.
Join us for a night of whimsical painting and scrumptious pizza! Orlando artist Megan Steward will lead an
instructional painting class that will allow you to explore your creativity. All supplies will be provided.
Pizza courtesy of Julia's Pizza, juliaspizza.net.
DIY Glass Painting
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy your favorite summertime beverage in a glass hand-painted by you! Paint and glassware will be
provided, all you need to bring is your creativity. Registration required. Ages 18 and up.
Making a Word Collage
Southwest Branch Library Wednesday, April 26, 10:15–11:45 a.m.
Choose words and phrases from old magazines to create a word collage with a colored background using
pastels and watercolor paint. Reveal a part of yourself that wants to be known and accepted! All supplies
provided. Ages 18 and up. Limited supplies. Registration required. Part of the Healing Arts Series at
Southwest Library.
Library Events
Orlando Public Library Pokémon League
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room Sundays, April 2 & 23, 3 p.m.
Calling all trainers! Join the official Orlando Public Library Pokémon League. Battle for fun or for glory
with the Pokémon Trading Card Game, Pokémon video games and even Pokkén Tournament. Earn cool
prizes, meet other trainers and have fun. Trainers of all ages and skill levels welcome.
CareerSource Central Florida
Alafaya Branch
Monday, April 3, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library, Learning Central Monday, April 10, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Monday, April 10, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Monday, April 17, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, April 24, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Come spend time with the experts from CareerSource Central Florida to explore the services they provide
and get connected to employment opportunities using career counseling, skill development, workshops and
more.

Career Academy: Job Smart USA
Orlando Public Library, Learning Central Tuesday, April 4–25, 2 p.m. & Friday, April 14, 2 p.m.
Join us in Learning Central for these recurring job and career-assistance events on the following topics:
First Tuesday: Searching for Jobs
Second Tuesday: Resume Writing Assistance
Third Tuesday: Cover and Thank You Letters
Fourth Tuesday: Interviewing Skills
Second Friday: Q&A session on general job and career topics
Laughter Lab Laughter Yoga
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Thursday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.
With the use of laughter, rhythm and light exercise, participants will learn to ignite endorphins and receive
the positive physical and emotional-wellness benefits of laughter. The addition of simple improvisation
exercises help build confidence and add a fun element to this class!
AARP Income Tax Assistance
Herndon Branch
Mondays, April 3, 10 & 17, 10 a.m. & Thursdays, April 6 & 13, 10 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Mondays, April 3, 10 & 17, 10 a.m. & Fridays, April 7 & 14, 10 a.m.
South Creek Branch Thursdays, April 6 & 13, 10 a.m.
West Oaks Branch
Fridays, April 7 & 14, 10 a.m.
AARP Volunteers will provide free income tax assistance. Attendees will need to have a valid ID, Social
Security card, any tax forms and Annual Benefits Statements (if necessary). Attendees will be seen on a
first come, first served basis. For more information, please visit aarp.org/taxaide.
Film Festival: The Fight for Earth
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Fridays, April 7–28, 11 a.m.
Enjoy these Earth-friendly movies full of beautiful images and powerful themes about nature and the
environment. ocls.info/earthday
4/7: Wall-E
4/14: Chinatown
4/21: Gorillas in the Mist
4/28: A Civil Action
Recollections of a Cartoonist: Creating in Different Worlds
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 8, 11 a.m.
Join us for a talk with cartoonist Glenn “Marty” Stein. Stein began creating editorial cartoons for the
student newspaper The Independent Florida Alligator while attending the University of Florida in the
1980s. Through the 90s he was the editorial cartoonist for The Orlando Business Journal and The Apopka
Chief. But in January 2000 Stein took a profound change in direction. For the next eight and a half years
he drew cartoons for the Central Florida Spanish-language newspaper La Prensa, even creating an original
comic strip. The subjects for his editorial cartoons were not restricted to Hispanic-related topics, but also
dealt with events that affected all people at the state, national and international levels.
Book a Pro: Digital Downloading
Orlando Public Library, Learning Central Saturdays, April 8 & 22, 2 p.m.
Learn how to add the OverDrive app to your device and use it to check out, download and enjoy an e-book
or audiobook.

National Poetry Month
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, April 9, 1:30–3 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Saturday, April 29, 3–4:30 p.m.
“Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.” – Robert Frost
Celebrate National Poetry Month with local poets who will read selections of their work.
Community Yoga
West Oaks Branch
Sunday, April 9, 3 p.m.
Step out of your comfort zone and join us for an experience you won't forget! Studies show that regular
yoga practice can strengthen muscles, improve bone density, increase cardiovascular health and reduce
stress. All levels and body types are welcome. Bring comfy clothes, water and an open mind. Yoga mats
will be provided. Children 12 and younger must be accompanied by an adult.
The Basics of Training: How To Avoid or Recover From Common Pitfalls in Training Your Dog
South Creek Branch Tuesday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.
Many behavioral problems in dogs can be prevented with proper care and training. Todd Campbell, owner
of South Orlando Dog Training, would like to inspire you to train your rescue the right way with no force
and no pain. Learn reward-based training methods that will make your new furry friend love to be with you
and obey you. Please note pets are not permitted to attend.
Puzzle Party
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Wednesday, April 12, 6 p.m.
Studies have shown that when we work on a jigsaw puzzle we use both sides of the brain. Spending time
working on puzzles improves memory, cognitive function and problem solving skills. Join us to put
together a jigsaw puzzle and flex your mental muscles.
Florida Flora & Fauna
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Discover the native wildlife and plants that Florida has to offer! Karianne Rivera of the Florida
Conservation Corps, a division of the Florida Park Service, will provide fun facts about rare and
endangered species in our beautiful state. Learn to stay safe from some of our more dangerous inhabitants.
ocls.info/earthday
First Time Home Buyer Workshop
Hiawassee Branch Saturday, April 15, 10:15 a.m.–4:45 p.m.
Learn about the home-buying process from start to finish in this first time home buyer class presented by
Operation HOPE Inc. Attendees will receive a certificate that meets the requirements for both Orange
County and State of Florida Down Payment Assistance Programs. Operation HOPE Inc. is a nonprofit
HUD Certified Housing Counseling Agency. To learn more about Operation HOPE Inc. visit
operationhope.org. Call or text Porsha Porter at 407.446.1931 or e-mail
Porsha.Porter@OperationHOPE.org to register.
Get Organized
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 22, 11 a.m.
Jane Cole, CPO of Happy Home Organizing Solutions, shares steps to tackle your organizing projects and
reduce the clutter, chaos and stress in your life. For more information on Happy Home Organizing
Solutions, visit happyhomeorganizing.com.

National Coin Week
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 22, 2 p.m.
This year marks the 100th anniversary of U.S. involvement in World War I. To honor the connection
between numismatics and the military, “Conflict and Courage: Money and the Military” has been selected
as this year’s theme for National Coin Week. The 94th annual event will focus on everything from ancient
coins celebrating battles, to siege money of the Renaissance, to scrip, MPCs and commemorative coins
around the world. Presented by the Central Florida Coin Club.
Couponing 101
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 23, 2 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Monday, April 24, 6:30 p.m.
Orlando Public Library, Cypress Room
Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.
Learn how couponing can save you money! Join Couponers United for tips on couponing strategies that
will have you cashing in big. Presented as part of Money Smart Week.
Plan(ner) Your Life: Habit Tracking
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Tuesday, April 25, 6:15 p.m.
Using just a few tricks, you can use your paper planner to keep track of habits, household chores and more!
Bring your planner and your favorite pens to learn how to create habit trackers using hand lettering and
doodles to personalize your goals.
Invasive Plants & Wildlife
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 7 p.m.
Invasive species have the ability to thrive and spread aggressively, choking out native plants and animals.
Karianne Rivera of the Florida Conservation Corps, a division of the Florida Park Service, will discuss how
invasive species end up in our environment and how they can negatively affect our entire ecosystem.
ocls.info/earthday
Wilderness Safety and First Aid
North Orange Branch Thursday, April 27, 7 p.m.
Karianne Rivera of the Florida Conservation Corps, a division of the Florida Park Service, will discuss how
to stay safe while hiking or participating in water activities around the state. Know what to do if an injury
occurs while you're enjoying all the natural beauty our state has to offer. ocls.info/earthday
World Tai Chi and Qigong Day
Southwest Branch
Saturday, April 29, 10:15–11:30 A.M.
Celebrate World Tai Chi and Qigong Day! Join Sifu Al Aki on this special day. Mr. Aki has over 10 years
experience in Tai Chi and Aikido. He is certified in the Yang Long form and teaches Tai Chi at the Lotus
Yoga Center, Art of Fitness, Bay Hill Country Club and St. Luke's United Methodist Church. Comfortable
clothing and shoes recommended. Reservation required. Ages 13 and up.
Modern Homesteading (Group Events)
Modern Homesteading
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 30, 1–4 p.m.
Embrace the simple lifestyle and learn to become more self-sufficient at our homesteading workshops.
Learn skills such as urban farming, organic gardening, food preservation and more. Visit with community
organizations and participate in activities to help you get started.

Probiotics 101: Pickling your Veggies!
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 30, 1 p.m.
Known as fermenting, pickling or culturing, the health benefits are immense! Probiotics are a necessity for
keeping your gut healthy and pickling your veggies is one of the best, and yummiest, ways to achieve this.
Presented by Trish Deer, trishdeer.eventbrite.com.
Caring for Backyard Chickens
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 30, 2 p.m.
Having a small backyard flock of chickens is a growing trend in metro areas. Getting started with your own
backyard chicken coop can be daunting, but the end result is rewarding. Pet Care Professional Laura
Helseth will share her experience, offer tips and answer your questions.
Preserving & Canning
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 30, 3 p.m.
Learn about selecting, preserving and canning your own food. Brought to you by the Orange County
Extension Education Center.
Vegetable Gardening in Central Florida
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 30, 4 p.m.
Join Master Gardener Dena Wild from UF/IFAS Extension Orange County office to learn the basics of
growing vegetables in Central Florida.
Melrose Center
Melrose in the Mix: Live Recording Session
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturday, April 1, 3:30 p.m.
Join us for the first in a series of intimate, live, in-studio recording performances as Orlando singersongwriter Beth McKee brings her assembled Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle to the Melrose Center
Audio Studio for a special afternoon session. Beth will be joined by Hanna Harber, Renee Arozqueta and
Ka Mallinalli, as the Circle takes turns performing original material and accompanying one another before
a small studio audience—all while being recorded. For more information on Swamp Sistas Songwriter
Circle visit SwampSistas.com. Sign up to attend at ocls.info/melroseinthemix.
Tech 'N Color
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Sunday, April 2 & 16, 4 p.m.
Relax while coloring stunning digital paintings using pen and tablet technology! Join our fun and casual
atmosphere with instructor assistance.
WhizKids: Saturday in the Fab Lab
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturdays, April 8–29, 9:30 a.m.
Each Saturday morning in April, the Fab Lab hosts a different WhizKids class. Learn to build electronic
models that recreate space technology, explore the basics of electromagnetism and radio electronics and
create simple machines that move. It’s fun with engineering! Ages 9–12.
DIY Submersible Camp
Orlando Public Library, Melrose Center
Saturdays, April 8–22, 11am
Build a remote-controlled submersible using simple electronics, PVC piping and connectors. Learn a brief
history of submersibles, what buoyancy is and how ballast affects underwater vehicles in this three-day
camp. Test your submersible controls and ballast in an aquatic environment. Space is limited. Registration
required. Ages 11–13.

Modern Parenting
Newborn Babywearing Workshop
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, April 11, 10:30 a.m.
Join Babywearing International of Orlando to learn the fundamentals of babywearing and how to safely
wear your newborn. Try out different carriers to find which one would be a good choice for you and your
family, or bring your own carrier to get help with the perfect fit!
Baby Relaxation
Edgewater Branch Wednesday, April 12, 10:30 a.m.
Local doula team, Mommy’s Wombmate LLC, will teach basic relaxation techniques to help soothe your
baby into a more peaceful state. Topics will include baby relaxation, aromatherapy and other methods to
help you and baby achieve a calm balance.
Porteo 101: Crianza en Brazos
Chickasaw Branch viernes, 21 de abril, 10:30 a.m.
Venga a nuestra reunion de BWI Orlando para aprender acerca del Porteo (Crianza en Brazos). Nuestra
reunión consiste en la educación del porteo seguro de niños usando varios cargadores. También pueden
venir a probar diferentes cargadores durante la misma para así tomar una decisión de cuál es la mejor
opción para usted y su familia. ¡Los esperamos!
Music in the Library
Shirley Wang, Vocalist/Pianist and Mark Looney, Pianist/Composer
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Friday, April 28, 12 p.m.
Ms. Shirley Wang and Mr. Mark Looney will perform folk songs and gospel music arrangements for the
classical soprano voice, piano solos and duos of familiar tunes and original compositions arranged by Mr.
Looney.
Dr. Catherine Lan and Professor Tao Lin
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, April 29, 2 p.m.
Join us for a recital by classical pianists Dr. Catherine Lan and Professor Tao Lin. Both musicians have
toured internationally as recitalists, concert soloists, piano duo/duet and chamber musicians.
Nicholas Roberts
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, April 30, 2 p.m.
Nicholas Roberts is a songwriter from Orlando. Roberts crafts mellow acoustic folk music and is often
compared to Iron and Wine and James Blunt. He recently relocated from Nashville and he released his
newest album, The Rest of Our Lives, in 2016. His songs have been featured on MTV, CNN and FOX
Sports.
Next Chapter
Storytime for Grownups!
North Orange Branch
Mondays, April 3 & 17, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Wednesdays, April 5 & 19, 2 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Mondays, April 10 & 24, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesdays, April 11 & 25, 2 p.m.
Why should kids have all the fun? Come to the library and enjoy a story or activity as our talented library
storytellers entertain ages 18 and up! Each branch will have a unique storytime. Be sure to check out your
local branch for event details.

Comprendiendo los beneficios del Seguro Social
Southeast Branch
martes, 4 de abril, 6 p.m.
North Orange Branch
martes, 18 de abril, 6 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
miercoles, 19 de abril, 3 p.m.
El Seguro Social toca la vida de cada persona en America. El Seguro Social ayuda a las personas mayores,
a los trabajadores incapacitados, y a las familias en que un cónyuge o padre ha fallecido. Con beneficios de
jubilación, incapacidad, y viudez, ayudamos a mejorar la vida de millones de personas. Obtener el sueño de
una jubilación confortable es más fácil cuando se planifican asuntos financieros. Descubre tus beneficios en
SeguroSocial.gov.
Understanding your Social Security Benefits
Southeast Branch
Tuesday, April 4, 5 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Monday, April 10, 5 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, April 11, 5 p.m.
North Orange Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 5 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Wednesday, April 19, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, April 25, 5 p.m.
Social Security touches the lives of every American. With retirement, disability and survivors benefits,
Social Security improves the quality of life for millions, keeps the elderly out of poverty, and provides vital
aid to our wounded warriors. Achieving the dream of a secure, comfortable retirement is much easier when
you plan your finances. Topics covered in this seminar include retirement benefits, survivor benefits,
disability benefits and Medicare. Discover your benefits at SocialSecurity.gov.
What You Should Know About Senior Living Options
Southwest Branch
Wednesday, April 5, 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Presenters from local communities will discuss senior and active adult lifestyles. It is an opportunity to
understand what each living option offers and what type of community may best fit your needs as you grow
older. Part of the Smarter Senior Seminar Series. Sponsored by Mike Flahaven, Certified Senior Housing
Professional, Keller Williams Realty. Light refreshments will be served. Registration required. To register,
call Mike Flahaven at 407.340.5291. yourfloridahaven.com.
Introduction to Pilates for Seniors
Southeast Branch
Tuesdays, April 11 & 25, 2 p.m.
Learn simple moves that will work your muscles, help alignment and encourage flexibility. Comfortable
exercise or loose-fitting clothing required. Yoga mats are encouraged. Space is limited. Register online at
ocls.info/nextchapter or call 407.835.7323.
How Technology Can Help Frail Elders Stay Safe in Their Homes
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room
Thursday, April 20, 12:10 p.m.
Explore different technologies that are available to help you stay safe in your own home. This seminar is
part of the LIFE Information for Elders series presented by the Orange County’s Commission on Aging.
Call 407.836.7446 or email officeonaging@ocfl.net to register. A small lunch is provided to the first 50
people to RSVP.
Preservation Week: Collecting & Preserving Memories
OCLS Local Collectors Fair
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, April 23, 2–5 p.m.
Meet local collector groups and learn how they care for and preserve their special collections. Featuring
the ACME Superstore, Ancient Artifacts & Treasures Inc., the Central Florida Stamp Club, Dechoes and
the Orange County Regional History Center.

Preserving History in the Aftermath of the Pulse Tragedy
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 29, 2 p.m.
Chief Curator Pamela Schwartz and Collections Manager Whitney Broadaway share details about the
Orange County Regional History Center’s One Orlando Collection Initiative, dedicated to collecting,
preserving, cataloging and storing over 3,000 condolence memorial items in the aftermath of the Pulse
Tragedy.
Spring Family Fun
Central Florida Zoo presents Best Bet for Pets
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.
Orlando Public Library
Friday, April 14, 11 a.m.
South Trail Branch
Saturday, April 22, 2 p.m.
What kind of pet would you like? Maybe a tiger or a really big snake? What’s wrong with having a wild
animal as a pet? It’s “wild vs. domestic” in this up-close look at the best bet for a great pet. Ages 6–12.
ArtReach
Windermere Branch Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m.
Hiawassee Branch Saturday, April 8, 2 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Saturday, April 8, 3 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Monday, April 10, 10:15 a.m.
Edgewater Branch Saturday, April 15, 1 p.m.
South Creek Branch Saturday, April 22, 2:30 p.m.
Southwest Branch
Friday, April 28, 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate with local artists as they lead workshops that foster creativity and empower children to use art as
a way to make positive changes! Ages 6–12.
Center Ring Spectacle
Chickasaw Branch Thursday, April 6, 11 a.m.
Southeast Branch
Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m.
It is part show, part instruction and all fun! Begin with a mini performance followed by training for all in
juggling and plate spinning. Presented by Orlando Youth Circus. Ages 6–12.
Healthy Herb
Washington Park Branch
Friday, April 7, 10:15 a.m.
Herndon Branch
Saturday, April 8, 11 a.m.
Join us for singing, dancing and fitness fun with Healthy Herb! Ages 6–12.
Mad Science Live Fire & Ice
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, April 11, 10:30 a.m.
South Creek Branch
Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m.
Everyone will be dazzled and entertained as they interact with Mad Scientists! Be amazed as you learn
about chemical reactions, dry ice and the states of matter. Ages 6–12.
Dramatic Disney
North Orange Branch Friday, April 28, 11 a.m.
Students will learn choreography to Disney songs all accompanying a scripted musical to be performed at
the end of the session. Presented by Dramatic Education. Grades K–3.

Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle
Melrose in the Mix: Live Recording Session
Beth McKee, Orlando singer, songwriter and pianist, brings a crew of dazzling talent, assembled as The
Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle, to the Melrose Center on Saturday, April 1. Their unique, in-the-round,
acoustic performance (see page 22 for event details) is part of her original series of regional tour stops,
introducing a cream of the crop collective of Southern, female singers and songwriters.
“The Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle provides a showcase for each musician’s repertoire, but we like to
occasionally chime in,” Beth explains. The result is an intimate platform for collaborative female
entertainers of the South. Sitting in the Circle with McKee for the recording session, which will be in front
of a live audience, are Hannah Harber, Renee Arozqueta and Ka Mallinalli. The recorded song will be
offered for download as a “thank you” to donors of the upcoming La La Summer Hope drive, hosted by the
Swamp Sistas, to raise money for Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida. Funds raised will help
feed hungry local kids over the summer, when no school means no school breakfast or lunch for many. La
La Summer Hope will launch in April and culminate on Saturday, May 20 at the Swamp Sistas La La at
Orlando’s legendary Fringe Theatre Festival, in Loch Haven Park.
With Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle performances in four Southern states so far, McKee is proud of the
momentum. "The Swamp Sistas Songwriter Circle is a powerful vehicle for Southern female songwriters to
gig, collaborate and share our projects and followers. We are developing a regional, original-music
enclave, a shot in the arm, for songwriting women of various ages, stages and musical styles, and
collaborating along the way."
Thus kicks-off the seventh year of the Swamp Sistas, a grassroots social movement, begun by Beth McKee
in 2010. “You could say we’re activists,” Beth notes, “but more accurately, in this arts and culture era,
characterized by independent strength and surgical communication skills, I’d say we’re inter-activists.”
Technology Highlights
You’re a Whiz!
Show friends and family just how techie you are after taking fun and exciting technology classes this
summer! Registration for June classes begins Saturday, April 1. Visit ocls.info/whizkids to find a class near
you!
Space Explorers Camp
Take a virtual journey into space. This three-day camp is geared toward learning about our solar system,
identifying the differences between planets and engaging in fun interactive activities. Ages 6–8 and 9–12.
Write a Persuasive Letter
Encourage your child to express their opinions. Students will explore the elements of effective persuasive
writing and type a letter to support their main points. They will use common editing tools in Microsoft
Word to illustrate creative writing techniques. Ages 9–12.
Build LEGO Video Games
Build real video games with LEGO Game Builder! Create custom worlds filled with interesting obstacles
and baddies. Ages 6–8 and 9–12.

BizKids Camp: Developing Your Business Idea
Do you want to earn money? Do you have dreams of owning a business but don’t know where to start? In
this four-day camp you will develop a business idea, create a business plan, create marketing materials and
pitch your concept to an audience. Ages 9–12.

Make a Pop Up Card
Design your own pop-up cards. Discover the world of paper engineering while you cut, fold and decorate
pop-up cards. Ages 6–8 and 9–12.
It’s Sew Easy Level 1
Join us in this basic sewing class and learn about sewing safety, basic sewing machine skills and stitching
straight lines. Ages 6–8 and 9–12.
Join the Krew!
Check out exciting events, hands-on classes and fun activities. Become a part of the Krew today to see how
you can create something new. Registration for June classes begins Saturday, April 1. Visit
ocls.info/techkrew to discover how you can plug in.
Write a Business Letter
The few letters that you will write will probably be very important ones. Take the opportunity to equip
yourself with an important life skill by learning acceptable ways to write a business letter. Learn the best
practices for using Microsoft Word to format and edit your letter. Ages 13–17.
Minecraft Mods Camp: Battle Arena
Ready to create your own mods? Be the ruler of your Minecraft world: Strike lightning at opponents,
spawn mobs to battle or harvest and build complex structures with a single click. Learn the basics of
programming mods with the easy-to-use LearnToMod application in this three-day series. Ages 13–17.
Web Design Camp
Design an eye-catching web page. Program your page with HTML, CSS and JavaScript. Ages 13–17.
Improve Your Job Interview Skills
Learn about the interview process and what you can do to better prepare yourself for the big day! Become
familiar with popular websites that provide supporting information. Ages 13–17.
It's Sew Easy: Tote Bags
Want to take the fashion world by storm? We will teach you everything you need to know to start sewing
like a pro. Learn to sew your own tote bag from start to finish using patterns, fabric of your choice and
professional sewing machines in this five-day camp. Each session will be two hours. Students are required
to wear closed-toe shoes to this camp. Supported by the City of Orlando Mayor’s Matching Grant. Ages
11–17.
Technology Highlights
Launch Orlando
Launch Orlando provides a place for professionals to meet, network and grow together. Our monthly
meetups include informative presentations and hands-on practice with topics ranging from writing business
plans, developing budgets, creating presentation materials, practicing elevator pitches and even launching
websites. Visit meetup.com/LaunchORL for more information.
Your New Site
Learn how to build your own website. Start with the Create Websites Using WordPress class.
WordPress.com offers many options for customizing your site. Already know your way around WordPress,
but you have a question about the class? Register for the WordPress Open Lab to continue to work on your
site.

Learn on the Go
Want to brush up on your Excel skills, but can’t find the time? Check out our live online classes available
during your lunch from the comfort of your own desk. An instructor will guide you through the lesson and
answer your questions. Just mind the crumbs in the keyboard!
Improve Your Image
Register for Photoshop Level 1–5 at a library near you to learn the functionality of Photoshop. Become
familiar with using selection and editing tools. Learn how to use layers, layer masks, free transform tools
and text tools. Add layer styles, custom shapes, gradients and photo filters in this exciting series of classes.
Make Something Different
NEW! Crochet It Level 1
Start crocheting today! Create a unique coaster in your choice of color. Learn to chain, single crochet and
fasten off your work. No experience necessary.
NEW! Crochet It Level 2
Add new stitches to your repertoire! The double and half double crochet stitches are great for blankets,
hats, scarves and sweaters. Create a mug rug using these two new stitches.
Teen/Tween Clubs
Mayor Buddy's Book Club Celebration
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 5, 3:30 p.m.
Join Mayor Buddy’s Book Club to celebrate the completion of our latest book, win prizes and be there for
the announcement of our next book club title. Sign up online and see what we are reading at
mayor.ocls.info. Ages 11–18.
'Tween the Covers Book Club
Southeast Branch
Wednesdays, April 5–26, 3:30 p.m.
Come join the 'Tween the Covers Book Club as we read our way through the world! Every month there
will be a new theme with at least two books kids can choose to read; and then enjoy crafts, games and
discussions based on the books. Ages 9–14. Books will be supplied for readers to checkout. Registration
required.
Mayor Buddy's Book Club Discussion Group
Orlando Public Library
Thursday, April 27, 4:30 p.m.
Join Mayor Buddy’s Book Club weekly discussion group to talk, meet other book club members, share
experiences and have fun. See what we are reading and sign up for the club at mayor.ocls.info.
Teen Library Corps
All Locations
Volunteer with the Teen Library Corps and give back a little “TLC” to your library and your community.
Plan programs, help out at events, give suggestions for teen services, meet new people and earn community
service hours for school. If you are between the ages of 13–18 and love to have fun, join TLC today! For
more information, please call 407.835.7323 or go online at ocls.info/TLC.
Gaming at the Library!
If you love gaming like we love gaming, come get your game on at the library! Join us for action-packed
fun at multiple locations. Visit ocls.info/GamingEvents for dates, times and locations.

Teen/Tween Events
Teen Poetry Contest
All Locations: April 1–21
Do you write poetry, rap, limericks or lyrics? If so, enter the Teen Poetry Contest! Pick up an official entry
form at your local branch or enter online at teens.ocls.info. Deadline for submissions is Friday, April 21.
Take it to the stage by signing up to perform during the Melrose Center Open Mic: The Voice of Melrose
event on Thursday, April 27, 6 p.m. Performance slots are limited. Reserve your slot by calling
407.835.7323.
Painting and Poems
Alafaya Branch
Sunday, April 2, 2 p.m.
Express yourself by making words into a work of art. Ages 11–18.
Game Changer Afterschool Adventures
Orlando Public Library
Mondays – Thursdays, April 3–27, 4–6 p.m.
Gaming and homework help collide at the Orlando Public Library. Complete your homework with the help
of a tutor, and then join your peers for an awesome adventure playing Dungeons and Dragons. So sharpen
your pencils and swords, because you've never had homework and writing help like this before!
Are You an Egghead?
Eatonville Branch
Tuesday, April 4, 3 p.m.
Come along for the ride as 12 farm fresh eggs go boldly where no egg has gone before. Think you can
crush an egg with your bare hands? Are you a master of the egg spoon race? Show off your egg-cellent
skills as we experiment with the egg. Ages 11–18.
You’ve Been Prank’d
South Trail Branch Tuesday, April 4, 4:30 p.m.
Want to go viral? Learn some post-worthy practical jokes and memorable pranks. Be ready, watch your
back as the unexpected is bound to happen. Ages 11–18.
The Gift of Art
Hiawassee Branch Tuesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m.
Learn the basics of drawing people, landscapes and everyday objects. Materials will be provided. Ages 11–
18. Registration recommended.
Speed Date with a Book
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, April 6, 3 p.m.
Winter Garden Branch
Tuesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Do you love to read but just don’t know what to read next? We will gather some hot titles and you can have
a five-minute date with each. The perfect book is waiting for you. Ages 11–18.
DIY String Egg Art
Windermere Branch
Thursday, April 6, 4 p.m.
Washington Park Branch
Monday, April 10, 5 p.m.
Chickasaw Branch
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Edgewater Branch
Saturday, April 15, 11 a.m.
Eatonville Branch
Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m.
Orlando Public Library
Monday, April 17, 3:15 p.m.
West Oaks Branch
Tuesday, April 18, 5 p.m.
South Creek Branch
Saturday, April 29, 2:30 p.m.
Get creative this spring using embroidery thread to make colorful eggs to gift or decorate! Ages 11–18.

Recycled Poetry
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.
Everything can be reused or recycled, including poetry! Earn your poetic license as we turn old poetry into
new art. Ages 13–18.
Save the Planet, Save your Skin
Hiawassee Branch Monday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.
Would you eat your face cream? Well, you might want to eat this one! In celebration of Earth Day, learn
natural beauty secrets and recipes to save the planet and your skin. Ages 11–18.
Books and a Treat
Orlando Public Library
Wednesday, April 12, 2 p.m.
Eatonville Branch
Thursday, April 13, 3 p.m.
Join us for a book-tasting in honor of National Library Week. Find a new book and try a few treats. Ages
11–18.
Nail Polish Party
North Orange Branch Wednesday, April 12, 5:30 p.m.
Discover fun and creative ways to decorate your nails!
Teen Gaming
Alafaya Branch
Saturday, April 15, 3 p.m.
If gaming is your thing, come get your game on at the library! Join us for action-packed fun with Super
Smash Bros! Amiibo welcome! Ages 13–18.
Aromatherapy
Winter Garden Branch
Thursday, April 27, 6:30 p.m.
A smell can recall a memory, influence your mood and even affect your academic performance. Learn
about the power of smell and make your own scented bath and beauty products. Ages 11–18.
Writer’s Corner
Writers Workshops
Writers Group
Orlando Public Library, Magnolia Room Sunday, April 9, 4 p.m.
Join your fellow writers for critique, discussion and camaraderie. Writers of all genres and experience are
welcome. Please attend one meeting before submitting a piece for critique.
Crafting Strong Characters
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Tuesday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.
Behind every good book is a good protagonist—but where would even the best main character be without a
solid supporting cast? Author Heather Startup will teach you to craft strong characters that leave an
impression on your readers and stay with them for years to come.
Facebook Ads for Authors
Orlando Public Library, Albertson Room Saturday, April 22, 4 p.m.
Facebook advertisements are a powerful marketing tool used by authors to sell books and build their
readerships. Authors H. D. Smith and Violet Howe will provide a step-by-step guide to creating a
Facebook ad, including how to select a budget and target an audience.

Author Events
12th Annual Southwest Author Series
Southwest Branch
Friday, April 7, 6:30 p.m.
th
Join us for the 12 Annual Southwest Author Series, presented in partnership with The Rotary Club of Dr.
Phillips. International bestselling novelist Kristin Harmel will speak as the event's featured author. Books
will be sold by Bookmark It and a signing will follow the program. Light refreshments will be served.
ocls.info/southwestauthorseries
Love Across Sub-Genres
Alafaya Branch
Wednesday, April 12, 7–8:45 p.m.
Join us for an evening with Elicia Hyder, author of the best-selling paranormal series The Soul Summoner,
and Maria Geraci, author of the contemporary romance series set in Whispering Bay. Whether your reading
preference is grounded in reality or you prefer otherworldly experiences, romance novels are the place
where happily ever afters are guaranteed. Enjoy a Q&A, giveaways, book sale and signing. Hosted by
Lorelei's Lit Lair.
The Healing Power of the Force
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Monday, April 17, 6:30 p.m.
Star Wars turns 40 this year. Over those four decades, the fabled franchise has not only been a force at the
box office, but also a healing force for its legion of fans who have turned to the series to help carry them
through their own personal struggles. These journeys have been chronicled in films such as Fanboys and
most recently in the journey of cancer patient Daniel Fleetwood’s family’s quest for an advanced screening
of The Force Awakens late last year. Join Allen Callaci, author of Heart Like a Starfish and recent heart
transplant patient, for a look at the healing power of The Force.
From the Queen of Plastics to the King of Rock ’n’ Roll: Uncovering Fascinating Stories from
Florida’s Past with Author Bob Kealing
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, April 15, 2 p.m.
Award-winning broadcast journalist and historian of Florida’s popular culture, Bob Kealing will discuss his
new book, Elvis Ignited: The Rise of an Icon in Florida. Uncover the Sunshine State’s crucial role in Elvis
Presley’s life and musical career. Join us for a fascinating first-hand look at how a skilled and dedicated
journalist discovered little-known but important stories from Central Florida’s pop-culture past. A book
sale and signing will follow the event.
Upcoming in May
Princess, Peacemaker, and Paragon: Wonder Woman and the American Experience
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Saturday, May 13, 2 p.m.
As the most recognizable female superhero in the United States, Wonder Woman has always had a
powerful impact on the American psyche. Dr. Julian Chambliss, author of Ages of Heroes, Eras of Men:
Superheroes and the American Experience, will explore the origins, evolutions and impact of the heroic
icon from her comics pages to the big screen.
The Basics of Training: How To Avoid or Recover From Common Pitfalls in Training Your Dog
Herndon Branch
Thursday, May 18, 6:30 p.m.
Many behavioral problems in dogs can be prevented with proper care and training. Todd Campbell, owner
of South Orlando Dog Training, would like to inspire you to train your rescue the right way with no force
and no pain. Learn new reward-based training methods that will make your new furry friend love to be
with you and obey you. Please note pets are not permitted to attend.
Local Author Festival
Orlando Public Library, Library Central
Sunday, May 21, 2–4 p.m.
Meet and greet local authors at our Local Authors Festival. Authors from a variety of genres will share
their experiences and books. Each author will have books available for purchase and signing.
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